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abuſed by deren of the meaner Hopkeepers, mechanics, and 


other baſe fellows without name or occupation. . Theſe aon. 


nable wretches, like their brethren the yahoos, 3 often 
ſcrape the kennels with heir naſty. claws, to throw, dirt an 
filth at bim. as he paſſed; through the city; all which he bore. for : 
two or three years, until-the'brutes became tired of their ur- 
rility, not ſo much with a reſigned philoſophical patience, as in- 


deed vith that ſuperior contempt for all unworthy demeanor, 


which is only to be coneei ved by the moſt improved and exalted 
minds. But theſe animoſities having ſubſided! for two or three 


years, inſtead of tejoicing over the mi ſeties of that people which 


had without cauſe borne a tyranndus bate againſt him, he began 
to look down with-pity on their diftreſſed condition: he xegretted 
the calamities.of his country and the abſurdity of their poßtics; 


he deplored their want of commerce, and lamented all their 
nievances. At laſt in 1729 ee l in his power, to 
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been the principal 'care of all wiſe nations, and for the 

encouragement whereof there are ſo many ſtatute- laws in 

England, we countenance ſo well, that the landlords are 
very where by penal clauſes 
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correct the errors and the blunders of his deluded countrymen; 
and with that view he writ. ſhort and lively, ęropeſals for the uni- 
verſul uſe of Triſh mamufucture, &c.; on account of which a pro- 
ſecution was ſet on foot againſt Waters the printer of that 
pamphlet, which was carried on with ſo much violence, that 
one William Whitſhed, then Chief Juſtice, thought proper, in 

a manner the moſt extraordinary, to keep the. jury eleven hours, 
and to ſend them back nine times ont of court until he had wearied 


them into a ſpecial verdit. But Whitſhed, a man of low birth 


and narrow education, whoſe whole pittance of learning was 


confined within the magic 'circle of the laws, the doctrine of 


precedents, and practice of the courts, was by no means aware 


by what unmerci ful ſtrokes a patriot and genius like Dr Swift 
could avenge upon him the cauſe both -of himſelf and country. 
Whitſhed, armed with power, and fure to be ſupported, in the 
virulent days of party, againſt all thoſe who adhered” to their 


Tory principles, firſt gave the alarm to battle by an attack 


upon Waters the printer. Swift, armed with genius, and fired 
with a zeal for. liberty and public intereſt, flew direQly to the 
charge. But finding he had to deal with an adverſary unequal to 
the combat, he contented . himſelf for the preſent with giving 
him three or four laſhes, and making him thoroughly contemp- 
tible in the eyes of the world. But ſoon after Swift had further 


occaſion for exerting all his powers againſt the unfortunate 


Whitſhed. ' Swift. 


- This treatiſe ſpread very fiſt, upon which a perſon in great 
- office! ſent'in haſte for the Chief Juſtice, (Whitſhed), and in- 
formed him of a ſeditious, factious, and virulent pamphlet lately 
publiſhed, with a deſign of ſetting the two kingdoms at vari- 
ance, directing at the ſame time, that the printer ſhould be pro. 
ſecuted with the utmoſt rigour. The Chief Juſtice had fo quick 
an undet ſtanding, that he: reſolved ifipoſſible to outdo his or- 
ders. --- The printer was ſeized, and forced to give great bail: 
the jury brought him in not guilty, although they had been 
culled with the utmoſt induſt ry: the Chief Juſtice ſent them 


back nine times, and kept them eleven hours, until being tired 


out they were forced to leave the matter to the merey of the 
Judge by what they call a ſpecial verdi@. "During the trial the 
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tentnis from ploughing * „not ſatisfied to confine 2 
within certain limitations, as is the practice of the Engliſh; 
one effect of which is already ſęen in the prodigious dear- | 

neſs of corn, and the importation of it 170 om London, as 
the cheaper market. And becauſe people are the Fakes 
of a country,” and that our neighbours have done, and are 
doing, all that in, them lies to make our wool a drug to us, 
and a monopoly to them; therefore the politic gentlemen 
of Ireland have depopulated vaſt tracts of the belt land, 
for the feeding of ſheep. 

I could fill a volume, as large as the 72 of the wiſe 
men of Gotham, with a catalogue only of ſome wonderful 
Jaws and cuſtoms we have obſerved within thirty years 


paſt, It is true indeed, , Our 9 ny of wool with 


France . 


Chief 1 among other 838 laid his hand on his breaſt 
and proteſted folemaly, that the author's deſign was to bring in 
the pretender : but the cauſe being ſo very odious and impopu- 
lar, the trial of the verdict was deferred from one term to ano-. 
fhier, unii7_ upon (the P. of G---ſt-n) the Lord Lieutenant's ar- 
nval, his Grace, after mature advice and permiffion from Eng- 
land, was pleaſe] to grant a Noli proſegizi. See Switt's letter to 
Pope, of Jan. 10. 1721, vol. & p. 24. Hawkeſ.- 
This piece firſt turned the tide of popularity in the author's 
| favour. 4 
When the author had kniſhed Gulliver's travels, he found 21 
opening to indwige his love of politics, and to commence a patriot 
for Ireland: and he made. ufe of the opportunity, by increaſing 
the natural jealouſy which the leſſer iſland conſtantly entertains 
of the greater. His treatiſe, or propoſal, immediately raiſed a a 
very violent flame. The printer was profecuted : and the pro- 
ſecution had the ſame effect which generally attends thoſe kind 
of meaſures; it added fewel to the flame. But his greateft ene- 
mies muſt confeſs, that the pamphlet is written in the ſtyle of a 
man, who had the good of his country neareſt his heart; who 
FF faw her errors, and wiſhed to correct them; who felt her op- 
X preflions, and wiſhed to relieve them; and who had a deſire to 
Y rouſe and awaken an indolent nation from a lethargic diſpoſition, 
that might prove fatal to her conſtitution. Orrery.- ------ See An 
excellent new Jong on a ſeditious pamphlet, vol. 6. p. 263. 
It was the practice of Iriſh farmers to wear out their ground 
with Piaughing, neither manuring nor letting it lie fallow ; and 


A2 whom 


— 


France hath been our only ſupport for ſe reral years paſt, 
Furniſhing us with all the little money we have to pay our 
rents, and go to market. But our merchants aſſure me, 
this trade hath received agreat damp by the preſent fluctu- 
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ating condition of the coin in France: that moſt of their 
wine is paid for in ſpecie, without carrying thither any 


commodity from hence. 

However, fince we are ſo univerſally bent upon enlar- 
ging our focks, it may be worth inquiring, what we ſhall 
do with our wool, in caſe Barnſtaple * ſhould be overſtock- 
ed, and our French commerce ſhould fail? 

I could wiſh the parliament had thought fit to have faſ- 
pended their regulation of chu, ch-matters, and enlarge- 

ments of the prerogative, until a more convenient time, 
becauſe they did not appear very preſſing, at leaſt to the 
perſons principally concerned, and, inſtead of theſe great 
refinements in pslitics and divinity, had amuſed themſelves. 
and their committees a little with the fate of the nation. 
For example: What if the houſe of Commons had thought 


fit ro make a reſolution, nemine contradicente, a gainſt 


2 1 %%% „ 
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of the growth and manufacture of this kingdom? What if 


they had extended it ſo far as mterly to exclude all ſilks, 
velvets, callicoes, and the whole lexicon of female fop- 
peries; and declared, that whoever acted otherwiſe, ſhould 


be deemed and reputed an enemy to the nation? What 


if they had ſent up ſuch a reſolution to be agreed to by 
the houſe of Lords; and by their own praQtice and en- 


couragement ſpread the execution of it in their ſeveral 


counties? What if we ſhould agree to make burying in 


awoollen a faſhion, as our neighbours have made it a /awv ? 
What if the ladies would be content with Iriſh ſtuffs for 


the furniture of their houſes, for gowns and petticoats 


for themſelves and their daughters? Upon the whole, and 
to crown all the reſt, let a firm reſolution be taken by 


8 Won their leaſes were near expired, they acted even the 
meadows, and made ſuch havock, that the landlords, by their 
zeal to prevent it, were betrayed into this pernicious meaſure. 


Hawke . 
* A ſea. port in Devonſhire, at that time the princpal market 


in Eng gland for Iriſh wool. Hanwke. 
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OF IRTSH MANUFACTURE. „ 
male and female, never to appear with one ſingle red 
that comes from England; and let all the people ſay, 
Anl. | 5 | 8. 
l hope, and believe, nothing could pleaſe his Majeſty 
better than to hear, that his loyal ſubjects of both ſexes 
in this kingdom “ celebrated his birthday, (now approach - 
ing), univerſally clad in their own manufacture. Is there 
virtue enough left in this deluded people to ſave them from 
the brink of ruin? If the mens opinions may be taken, the 
ladies will look as handſome in ſtuffs as in brocades; and, 
ſince all will be equal, there may be room enough to em- 
ploy their wit and fancy in chuſing and matching patterns 
and colours, I heard the late Archbiſhop of Tuam men- 
tion a pleaſant obſervation of ſome body's ; that Ireland 
would never be happy until a law were made for burning 
every thing that came from England, except their' people 
and their coals, 1 muſt confeſs, that as to the former, 
I ſhould not be ſorry if they would ſtay at home; and for 
the latter, I hope, in a little time we ſhall have no occaſion 


Non tanti mitra eft, non tanti judicis eftrum, | 


but I ſhould rejoice to ſee a lay -· lace from England be 
thought ſcandalous, and become a topic for cenſure: at 
vit and tca>tables.. oo 4 bj 
If the unthinking ſhopkeepers in this town had not 
been utterly deſtitute of common ſenſe, they would have 
made ſome propoſal to the parliament, with a petition to 
the purpoſe I have mentioned; promiſing to improve the 
cloths and fiuffs of the nation into all poſſible degrees of 
fineneſs and colours, and engaging not to play the knave, 
according to their cuſtom, by exacting and impoſing upon 
the nobility and gentry either as to the prices or the goodneſs. 
For I remember, in London, upon a general mourning, the 
raſcally mercers and woollendrapers would in four and 
twenty hours raiſe their cloth and /i/&s to above a double 


* Her Grace the Ducheſs of Dorſet, the Lord Licutenant's 


Lady, is ſaid to have appeared at the caſils in Dublin wholly clad - 
Wh os manufacture of Ireland on his Majeſty's birthday 1753. 
R. 
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Price; and if the mourning continued long, then come 
whining with petitions to the court, that they were ready 
70 flarve, and their fineries lay upon their hands. : 

I could wiſh, our ſhopkeepers would immediately think 
on this propoſal, addreſſing it to all perſons of quality and 
others; but'firſt be ſure to get ſome body who can write 
ſenſe to put it into form. 

I think it needleſs to exhort the clergy to follow this 
good example; becauſe in a little time thoſe among them 
wwho are ſo unfortunate to have had their birth and edu - 
cation in this country, will think themſelves abundantly 
happy when they can afford Iriſh crape and an Athlone 
hat ; and as to the others, I ſhall not preſume to direct 
them. I have indeed ſeen the preſent Archbiſhop of Du- 
blia * clad from head to foot in our own manufacture; and 
yet under the roſe be it ſpoken, hi Grace deſerveth as good 
a gown, as if he had not been born among us. © 

I have not courage enough to offer one ſyllable on this 
ſubject to their Honours of the army: neither have I ſuffi- 
ciently conſidered the great * of feariee and gold 
1 be. 

The fable in Ovid of Arachne and Pallas is to this pur- 
zole. The goddeſs had heard of one Arachne, 'a young 
virgin, very famous for ſpinning and weaving: they both 
met upon a trial of ſkill; and Pallas finding herſelf almoſt 
equalled in her own art, ſtung with rage and envy, knock- 
ed her rival down, and turned her into a ſpider; injoin- 
ing her to ſpin and weave for ever out out of her own 
bowels, and in a very narrow compaſr. I confeſs, that 


from a boy I always pitied poor Arachne, and could never 
heartily love the goddeſs on account of ſo cruel and unjuſt 


4 ſentence ; which however is fully executed upon us by 
England with further additions of rigour and ſeverity, for 
the greateſt part of our bowels and vitals is extracted with- 
out ee us I the liberty of ſpinning and weaving 


8 The 
Dx King. 


4 In the ſpring 1752, the parſiament of England paſſed an act 
for permitting the exportation of wool, and weollen or bay yarn, 


from any port in Ireland to any port in England; which was be- 
fore prohibited. And 


In 


OF IRISH MANUFACTURE. | 
The ſcripture tells us, that oppreſſion maketh a 1 man 
mad; therefore, conſequently ſpeaking, the reaſon why . 
ſome men are not mad, is becauſe they are not wi/e : 
however, it were to be wiſhed, that oppreſſion would i in 
time teach a little iu m to fools, 
I was much delighted with a perſon, who hath a great 
eſtate in this kingdom, upon his complaints to me, how - 
grievouſly poor England ſuffers by impoſitions from Ire- 
land: that we convey our own wool to France in ſpite of. 
all the harpies at the cuſtomhouſe : that Mr Shuttleworth, - 
and others on the Cheſhire coaſts, are ſuch fools to fell 
us their bark at a good price for tanning our own hides 
into leather : with other enormities of the like weight and 
kind, To which I will venture to add more: That the 
mayoralty of this city is always executed by an inhabitant, 
and ofien by a native, which might as well be done by a 
deputy with a moderate ſalary, whereby poor England lo- 
ſeth at leaſt one thouſand pounds a year upon the balance: 
that the governing of this kingdom coſts the Lord Lieute- 
nant three thouſand fix hundred pounds a-year ; ſo much 
net lofs to poor England: that the people of Ireland pre- 
fame to dig for coals in their own grounds; and the farm - 
ers in the county 2 Wicklow ſend their. turf to the ve- 
ry market of Dublin, to the great diſcouragement of the 
coal-trade of Moſtyn and Whitehaven * : that the reve- 
nues of the poſt- office here, fo righteouſly belonging to the 
Engliſh freaſury, as ariſing chiefly from our own commerce 
with each other, ſhould be remitted to London, clogged 
with that grievous burthen of exchange: and the penſions 
paid out of the Iriſh revenues to Engliſh favourites ſhould 
lie under the ſame diſadvantage, to the great loſs of the 
grantees, When a divine is ſent over to a biſhopric here 
with the hopes of five and twenty hundred pounds a-year ; 
$ and upon his arrival he finds, alas! a dreadful diſcount 
„/ ten or twelve per cent. a judge, or a commiſſioner of 
== 2-e revenue has the fame cauſe of en, Laſtly, The 


| | In the winter 1753, the Iriſh parliament prokibited the por 


| tation of gold and ſilver lace, except of the manufacture of Eng · 
land. Hawke. 1 


* Moſt yn in Flatfhire, and Whitchaven j in Cumberland. | 
ballad 
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ballad upon Cotter is vehemently ſuſpected to be Inſh ma- 
nufatture and yet is allowed to be ſung in our open 
ſtreets, under the very noſe of the government, 
Theſe are a few, among the many hardſhips we put 


upon that poor kingdom of England; for. which, I am 


confident, every honeſi man wiſheth a remedy : and I hear, 
there is a project on ſoot for tranſporting our beſt wheat- 
en ſtraw by fea and land- carriage to Dunſtable ; and obli- 


ging us by a law to take off yearly fo many tun of /?raw 


hats.for the uſe of our women; which will be a great en- 
couragement to the manufacture of that induſtrious town, 
I would be glad to learn among the divines, whether a 
law to bind men without their own conſent be obligatory in 
foro conſcientiz ; becauſe I find, Scripture, Saunderſon, and 
Suarez, are wholly ſilent on the matter; The oracle of 


reaſon, the great law of nature, and general opinion of 


civilians, where-ever they treat of limited governments, are 
indeed decifive enough, © STE TEST gs 02 

It is wonderful to obferve the bias among our people in 
favour of things, perſont, and wares of all kinds, that 
come from England. The printer tells his hawkers, that 
he has got an excellent new ſong juſt brought from Lon- 
don. I have fomewhat of a tendency that way myſelf ; 
and upon hearing a coxcomb from thence diſplaying himſelf 
with great volubility upon the part, the playhouſe, the o- 
pera, the gaming ordinaries, it was apt to beget in me a 
kind of veneration for his parts and accompliſhments, It 
is not many years ſince I remember a perſon, who by his 
ſtyle and literature feems to have been the correcter of a 
hedge-prefs in ſome Blind- alley about Little Britain, pro- 
ceed gradually to be an author, at leaſt a * fran/lator of 
a lower rate, although ſomewhat of a larger bulk, than 
any that now flouriſhes in Grubſtreet; and upon the 
ſtrength of this foundation come over here, ered himſelf 
up into an orator aud politician, and lead a kingdom after 
him. This, I am told, was the very motive that prevail- 
ed on the ꝗ author of a play called, Love in a hollow 


© ® Suppoſed to be Caefar's Commentaries, dedicated to the Duke 
of Marlborongh, by Col. Bladen, | 
1 Lord Grimſton. 


tree, 


OF IRISH MANUFACTURE. rg 
tree, to do us: the Honour of a viſit; preſuming; with ve 
ry good reaſon, that he was a writer fa ſuperior claſs, 
I know anther, who for thirty years paſt hath been the com- 
mon ftlandard of ſtupidity in England, where be was ne- 
ver heard à minute in apy @/enbly, or by any party, with 
common Chriſtian treatment; yet, upon his arrival hither, 
could put on a face of importance and authority, tall 
more than fix, without either gracefulneſs, propriety, or 
meaning ; and at the fame time be admired and followed 
as the pattern of e/aquzzce and wiſdom. onde 

Nothing bath humbled me ſo much, or ſhewn a greater 
diſpoſition to a contemptuous treatment of Ireland in ſome 
chief governors, than that high ſtyle of ſeveral ſpeeches 
from the throne, delivered as uſual after the royal. afent 
in ſome periods of the two laſt reigns... Such exaggera- 

tions of the prodigious conde/cen/ions in the prince to paſs 

thoſe good laws, would have but an odd ſound at Weltmine. 

ſter : neither do I apprehend, how any good law can pals,. 

wherein the King's intereſt is not as much concerned as that 

of the people. I remember, after a ſpeech on the like oc- 

Don, delivered by my Lord Wharton , (I think it was 

his laſt), he deſired Mr Addiſon o 4ſt mp opinion on it: My 7 
- anfwer was, That his Excellency had very honeſthy forfeited: 


—_— bh” 


r his head on account of one paragraph; wherein he afſert- 
; ed, by plain conſequence, a diſpenſing power in the Qucen. 
i His Lordſhip owned it was true, but fwere the words 
: were put into his mouth by direct orders from court. From 
k whence it is clear, that ſome iniſters in thoſe times were 
8 apt, from their High elevation to look down upon this 
% kingdom, as if it had been one of their colonies of out- 
Ec ca/zr in America, And I obſerved a little of the fame 
" turn of ſpirit in ſome great men, from whom I expected 
3 better; although, to do them juſtice, it proved no poirt 
ie | of difficulty to make them correct their idea, whereof the 
3 auhole nation quickly found the benefit, — But that is 
1. forgotten. How the ſtyle hath ſince run, I am wholly a 
2 ſtranger; having never ſeen a ſpeech ſince the laſt of the 
8 + 
I would now expoſtulate a little with our country - land- 


Lord Lieutenant. 


a lords ; 


2 * 


i 14 A PROPOSAL'FOR THE USE 
1 tords 3 who, by unieaſurible ſcrewing and racking their 
1 tenants all over the kingdom, have already reduced the 
; miſerable people” to a worle condition than the peaſants in 
48 France, or the vaſ/als in Germany and Poland; ſo that 
W the whole ſpecies of what. we call /ub/tantial farmers, will 
i in a very few years be utterly at an end, It was pleaſant 
to obſerve theſe gentlemen” labouring with all. den might 
for preventing the #;/hops from letting their revenues at a 
moderate half- value, (whereby * the whole order would, 
in an age, have been reduced to manifeſt beggary), at the 
very inſtant, when they were every where canting f their 
own land upon ſhort leaſes, and ſaerificing their oldeſt 
tenants for 4 penny am acre advance. I know not how | 
ir comes to pals, (and yet perhaps I know welf enough), 
that aver have a natural diſpoſition to be tyrants, and 
that when my betters give me a kick, I am apt to revenge 
it with fix upon my f59*ma7, although perhaps he may be 
an honeſt and diligent fellow. I have heard great divines 
affirm, that nothing it ſo likely to call down am univerſal i 
Judgment from heaven upon a nation, as univerſal NS” E © | 
Herz; and whether this be not already verißed in part, 
"their Worſhips the land], ords are new at full leiſure to con- 
ſider. Whoever travels this country, and obſerves the 
Face of nature, or the faces and habirs and dwellings of 
the natives, will hardly think himſelf in a land, where /aw, 
religion, or common humanity is profeſſed. 
I cannot forbear ſaying one word upon a thing they call 

a bank, which I hear is projecting in this town . I never 
ſaw the Propoſals," nor underſtand any” one particular of 
their ſcheme : what 1 wiſh for at preſent, is only a ſuffi - 
cient proviſion of hemp, and caps, and bells, to diſtribute 
accordin g to the ſeveral n * honeſty and e 


% 


W Whereby, that i is, by preventing a biſhops revenues from 
being let at half-value. See this poſition explained and proved 
in the tract called Arguments againſt enlarging the power of biſhops, 
to this volume. Hawhkeſ. 
+ Canting their land is letting it to the higheſt bidder----Cant 
ſignifies the ſame as auction. Hawkeſ. 
I This project for a hanł in Ireland was ſoon afterwards brought 
into parliament, and rejected. Ha ukeſ. 
F 
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in ſome perſons, ] hear only of a monſtrous ſum already 
named ; and if ornzxs dd not ſoon, hear of it too, and 
hear with a vergranbe, then zm 1 2 gentleman of tefs fas 
gacity-than myſelf and avery few beßdes rake we to be. 
And the jeſt will be ftilbthe better] if it be true; as judi- 
cious perſang have aſſurecd pe, that onerbelf is altogefher 
imaginary. The matter will be; like wi * 
if the merchants continüe to cafry off « 


goldſmiths to melt down our heavy ſiyer, 
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Farmers, and. Common People of IRELAND, 
concerning the Bauss:mAileptx E coined 
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wherein is ſhewn me power of his patent, the va- 
lue of his halfpence, and how far every per- 
Jon may be obliged to take the ſame in pay- 
ments, and how to behave himſelf, in caſe ſuch 
an atte ar 56 ſhould be made by Wood, or any o- 
ther perſon. He 
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(very proper to be kept in every family.) 
By M. B. DRAPIER®. 


Written in de year 17 5 
LETT ER 


* About the year 1722, when Charles Duke of Grafton was 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, one William Wood an hardware- 
man and a bankrupt, alledging the great want of copper money 
in that kingdom, procured a patent for coining 108,000]. to paſs 
there as current money. \ The Dean believing this meaſure to be 
a vile job from the beginning to the end, and that the chief pro- 
curers of the patent were to be ſharers in the profits which would 
ariſe from the ruin of a kingdom, aſſumed the character of a Dra- 
ger, which for ſome reaſon he choſe to write Drapier, and in the 


following letters warned the people not to receive the coin which 
was then ſent over. 


Or Swift having retired from the political world, and 2muſed 
himſelf for three or four years with poetry, converſation, and 
trifles, (which is perhaps the fineſt teſt of a thorough conſummate 


genius, that is above all particular ſyſtems and hy pocn tical pre- 


ten es to philoſophy), being alarmed in 1724 with freſh matter of 
indignation to reſume his pen, boldly withſtood the whole force 


of an infamous projector, encouraged and ſupported in his * 


LETTER 1. 


- _ 
4 


| To the  Tradeſinen, 8 8 os 


Country- * in e of the e 
of Ireland. 


£44 48 , 


'B ridhees, F riendt, nab 2 F. ond: ale 
HAT I intend now to fay to you, is, next to your 
duty to God and the care of your ſalvation, of 


N | the greateſt concern to yourſelves and your chil- 


dren; your bread and W mn n common 1 gd 
| nr 


by thoſe who were underſtood to be the chief dreckors in all pu- 
blic affairs. The project of this impudent fellpw was, by virtue of 
a patent which he had fraudulently obtained by the intereſt of the 
then favourite Chryſeis, to coin halfpence for Ireland at about e- 
leven parts in twelve under the real value, and force their eur · 
rency in that kingdom; which notwithſtanding his patent, ſup- 
poſing that he had made his halfpence ever ſo good, no man li- 
ving was obliged, or, by virtue of the prerogative cf the crown, 


could be obliged to receive in any payment whatever; nothing 


being in truth the current coin of England or Ireland, befide 
gold and filver of the right ſterling and ſtandard; the baſer me- 
tals being-only accepted, for the conveniency of change, which 
every man that pleaſes may rejet whenever he thinks proper, 
without being afraid to incur any penalty from the law. This 
whole matter the Doctor laid open in a oy n the . | 
pier's firſt letter, 
The judicions reader carnot but Are, that in this FAG | 
the author hath adapted his ſtyle, his phraſes, bis humour, and 
his addreſs in a very_wonderful manner to the taſte and ap- 
prehenſion of the populace. Neither indeed is the title - page 
wholly void of that captivating rhetoric which is admired by 
the common people; ſor it concludes like that of the whole 


duty of man, Very proper to be kept in every family. Swift. 


* The firſt five of the Drapier's letters were publiſhed in pam- 
phlets at different times. The ſixth and ſeventh were firſt pu- 
bliſhed in 1735, in the 4th volume of the Dublin ings of Dr 
Swift's works. 
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not oblige any one here to take them, unleſs they] | 
Now, you muſt know, that the halfþence and farthings i in 
England paſs for very little more chan they are worth: 
and, if you ſhould beat them to pieces, and ſel} them to 
the drazzer, you would not loſe much above a penny in a 
ſhilling,” But Mr Wood made his halfpence of ſuch bafe 
-mctal, and fo much ſmaller than the Engliſh ones, that 
the brazier would hardly give you above a penny of good 
money for a ſhilling of his; ſo that this ſam of [08;0004. 
in good gold and ſilver mult be given for traſh, that will 
not be worth above eight or nine thouſand pounds real va- 
Jue. But this is not the worſt; for Mr Wood, when he 
Pleaſes, may by ſtealth ſend over another 108, 000 J. and 
»uy all our goods for eleven parts in twelve under the va- 
Ide. For example, if 2 batter ſells a dozen of hats for 
Foe ſhillings apiece, which amounts to three pounds, and 


receives the payment in Wood's coin, he really receives 


only the value of fee ſhillig m. 

Perhaps, you will wonder how | uch an > ordinary fellow, 
as this Mr Wood, could have ſo much intereſt as to get 
his MajesTY's broad ſeal for ſo great a ſum of bad mo- 
ney to be ſent to this poor country; and that all the no- 


bility and gentry here could not obtain the ſame — 


und let us make our own halſpence, as we uſed to do. 
Now, I will make that matter very plain: We are at a great 
diſtance from the King's court, and have no body there to 
ſolicit for us, although a great number of lord and ſquires, 

whoſe eſtates are here, and are our countrymen, f. | 


all their /ives and fortunes there: but this fame Mr Wood 


was able to attend conſtantly for his own intereſt ; he is 
an Engliſhman, and had great friends, and it ſeems knew 


very well where to give money to thoſe that would ſpeak 
to others, that could ſpeak to the King, and would tell a 


fair flory. And his Majeſty, and perhaps the great Jord 


or lords who adviſed him, might think it was for our cou- 
try's good; and fo, as the Jawyers expreſs it, the King was 
deceived in his grant, which often happens in all reigns. 
And i am ſure if his Majeſty knew that ſuch a patent, if it 
ſhould: take effect according to the defire of Mr Wood, 
would utterly ruin this kingdom, which hath given fach 
great — of i its /ozalty, he would * recall pn] 


. „ “ ² ä ²˙ꝙq BEE. ME rare... 20 
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and perhaps ſhew his diſpleaſure to /owe body or other : 
but a word to the wiſe is enough. Moſt of you mult have 
heard with what anger our Honourable houſe of Commons 
received an account of this Wood's patent. There were 
ſeveral fine ſpeeches made upon it, and plain proofs, that 
it was all a wicked cheat from the bottom to the top; and 
ſeveral ſmart votes were printed, which that ſame Wood 
had the aſſurance to anſwer likewiſe in print, and in fo 
confident a way, as if he were a better man than our 
avhole parliament put together. „„ 8 
This Wood, as ſoon as his Patent was paſſed, or ſoon 
after, ſends over a great many barrels e theſe balſpence 
to Cork, and other ſea - port fowwns, and to get them off 


offered an hundred pounds in his coin for ſeventy or eighty 


in ſilver: but the collectors of the King's cuſtoms very 
honeſtly refuſed to take them, and ſo did almoſt every 
body elſe, And fince the parliament hath condemned 
them, and deſired the King that they might be ſtopped, 
all the kingdom do abominate them. | ; 

But Wood is ſtill working underhand to force his hal/- 
pence upon us; and if he can, by the help of his friends 
in England, prevail ſo far as to get an order, that the 
commiſſioners and collectors of the King's money ſhall re- 
ceive them, and that the army is to be paid with them, 
then he thinks 47s work ſhall be done. And this is the 
difficulty you will be under in ſuch a caſe: for the com- 
mon ſoldier, when he goes to the market, or alebouſe, 
will offer this money ; and, if it be refuſed, perhaps he will 
ſuagger and heftor, and threaten to beat the butcher, or 
alewife, or take the goods by force, and throw them the 
bad halfpence. In this and the like caſes, the /hopheeper, 
or victualler, or any other tradeſinan, has no more to do, 


dan to demand ten times the price of his goods, if it is to 
de paid in Wood's money; for example, twenty pence of 
that money for a quart of ale, and fo in all things elſe, 


and not part with his goods till he gets the money. 
For ſuppoſe you go to an alehouſe with that baſe mo- 


4 | ney, and the landlord gives you a quart for four of thoſe 


balſpence, what muſt the victualler do? his brewer will 
not be paid in that coin, or if the br22ver ſhould” be ſuch 


a2 fool, the farmers will not take it from them for their 
| *3 - 1 bere 


— 
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bere a, becauſe they are bound, by their leaſes, to pay their 


rents in good and lawful money of England, which this 
is not, nor of Ireland neither, and the */quire, their land- 
lord, will never be fo. bewitched to take ſuch traſh for 
his land; ſo that it muſt certainly: ſtop ſomewhere or o 
ther, and where: ever i it N 315 it 21 N. fan thing, and "we 
are all undone,” . 
The common weight of theſe zul herbe i 18 derween feat 
and fire to an ounce; ſuppoſe ſive, then three ſhillings and 
four pence will weigh a pound, and conſequently twenty 


ſhillings will weigh ſix pounds butter weight. Now, there 


are many hundred /armers, who pay two hundred pounds 
a-year rent; therefore when one of theſe farmers comes 


With his half- -year's rent, which is one hundred pounds, it 


Will be at leaſt fix hundred . weight, which i is three 
horſes load. | 


If a uire hab 4 mind to come to town to > buy cloaths, 


and wine, and ſpices for himſelf and family, or mags 
X 


ro paſs the winter here, he muſt bring with him five or 
voller loaden with ſacks, as the farmers bring their corn; 
and, when his lady comes in her coach to our ſhops, i 
mult be followed by a car loaded with Mr Wood's mo- 
ney. And 1 hope we ſhalt have the g {0 take it for no 
more chan it is worth. 


They ſay Squire Conolly + bach . xteen ſin pounds 


à year; now if he ſends for his rent to to wn, as it is likely 


he doth, he muſt have two hundred and fifty Borſes to 


bring up his half-year's rent, and two or three great cel- 


lars in his houſe for ſtowage. But what the bankers will 
do, I cannot tell: for I am aſſured, that ſome great 
tankers keep by them forty thouſand pounds ready caſh 
to anſwer all payments: which fam, in Mr Wood's i 
money, would require twelve hundred horſes to carry 
it. 27 
| For my own part, T am already relied what to do: 
I bave a pretty good ſhop: of Iriſh ſtuffs and Ali, and in- 


Read of taking: Mr Wood's bad copper, I intend to truck | : 


with my ee the butebers, and bakers,. andbretvers, 4 


A ſort of barley in Ireland. 


Then * of the houſe of Commons 1 + 
and 
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for goods; and the little gold -and-filver 
I work 2 il keep by me, like my heart's blood, till ber- 
ter times, or until I am juſt ready to ſtarve, and then '£ 
will buy Mr Wood's money, as my father did the braſs 
money in King James s time, who could buy n ponnds f 
it with a guinaa; and I hope to get as much for a piltole, 
and ſo purchaſe bread from wo who wille Woch fools 
as to ſell it me. vrt 120 

| Theſe halfpence, felon ate 5 wil 8 
terfeited, becauſe it may be cheaply done, the ffuf is fo 
baſe. The Dutch likewife- will probably da- the fame 
thing, and ſend them over to us to pay for our goods; and 
Mr Wood wilt never be at reſt, but coin on; chat in 
ſome years we ſhall have at leaſt ſine iimes 108, 000 J. of 
this lumber. Now, the current money of this kingdom 4s 
not reckoned to be above four hundred thouſand pounds in 
all; and while there is a /lver Prep left, chaſe blood- 
fuckers will never be quiet. 

When once the Kingdom is ene to db 2 a 
von, 1 will tell you what muſt be the end: the gentlemen 
F eftates will all turn off their feats for want of pay - 
ments, becauſe, as I told yon before, the tenants ate oli- 
liged by their leaſes to pay Sterling, which is lawful cur- 
rent money of England: then they will turn their own 
farmers, as too many of them do already; ran all into 
ſheep, where they can, keeping only ſuch other cattle 'as 
are neceſſary; then they will be their own werchants, and 
ſend their ano, and butter, and bides, and linen beyond 
fea for ready money, and wine, and. ſpicer, and fillt. They 
will keep only a few miſerable cottagers e the ſarmers muſt 
rob, or beg, or leabe their country; ny this 
and every other town muſt break and farve; for it is the 
landed 'man that maintains the merchant,. and, en 
and handicraftſman. 

But when the */quire turns farmer and crabs 3 
felf, all the good money he gets from abroad, he will 
hoard up to fend for England, and keep ſome poor tailer 
or weaver and the like in his on nm vb vil be glad 
to get bread at any rate. 

- T-ſhould never have Save; if I were t * you all the 
0 that we ſhall undergo, if we be ſo fooliſh and 

ks 


I a4 THE DRAPIER' LETTERS. 

b— wicked as to take this curſed coin, It would be very 
hard, if all Ireland ſhould be put into one ſcale, and this 
ſorry fellow Wood inito the other ; that Mr Wood ſhould. 


above a million of good money every year clear into their 

But your great comfort is, that as his Majeſty's patent 
doth not oblige you to take this money, ſo the /aws have 
not given the crown a power of forcing the ſubje to take 
what money the Ning pleaſes; for then, by the ſame rea- 


ſhells, or flamped" leather, for current coin, if ever we 
ſhould happen to live under an ill rice, who might like- 
wiſe, by the ſame power, make a guinea paſs. for ten 
pounds, a' ſhilling for twenty ſhillings, and ſo on; by 
which he would, in a ſhort time, get all the „ver and 
gold of the kingdom into his own hands, and leave us no- 
thing but braſs or leather, or what he pleaſed. Neither 
is any thing reckoned more cruel and oppreſſive in the 
French government, than their common practice of calling 
-in all their money; after they have ſunk it very low, and 
then coining it anew at a much higher value; which, 
however, is not the thouſandth part ſo wicked as this ab- 
ominable projet? of Mx Wood. For the French give 
their ſubjects luer for filver, and gold for gold; but this 
fellow will not ſo much as give us good braſs or copper 
for our geld and filver, nor even a twelfth part of their 
-worth. Ly af WWW i : ' | 


judgment of ſome great lawyers in this matter; whom I 
fee d on purpoſe for your fakes, and got their opinions 
under their hands, that I might be ſure I went upon good 

grounds. | 1 


kings, declares the laau to be as follows. It was ordained, 
. That no king of this realm ſhould change or impair the 
money, or make any other money than of gold or ſilver, 


a+ 


weigh down this avhole kingdom, by which England gets 
pockets z and that is more than the Engliſh do by all the 


fon, we might be bound to take pebble-ſtones, or coclle- 


r ae ie ad al os od ods as 


Having faid this much, 1 will now go on to tel! youthe 


A famous law-book, called the Mirrour of juſtice, diſ- 
.courfing of the charters ( or laws ) ordained by our ancient 


as ma... WS es we 
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without A the counties ; that is, ar my Lord I 


Coke * ſays, without the afſent of 


This book is very ancient, and of great authority for . 


the time in which it was written, and with that character 


is often quoted by that great lawyer my Lord Coke . By 


the laws of England ſeveral metals are divided into lau- 


ful or true metal, and unlawful or falſe metal; the for- 
mer comprehends fitver or gold, the latter all baſer metals. 
That the former is only to paſs in payments, appears by an 


act of parliament | made the twentieth year of Edward 


the Firſt, ealled, The flatute concerning ibe paſſing" of 


pence ; which I give you here as I got it tranſlated in- 


am told, written in Latin: Whoever in buying or ſelling 
prefumes to refuſe an balfhenny or farthing of lawful 
money, bearing the ſtamp which it ought to have, let him 
| be ſeized on as a contemner of ny b Maiefy, and 


caſt into priſon, 


coin made of lawful metal; by which, as 1 obſerved be- 
fore, /ilver and gold only are intended; 


my Lord Coke's || obſervation upon it. By this'a&t (ſays 
he) it appears, that no ſubje& can be forced to take in 
buying, or ſelling, or other payment, any 2 made 
but of lauf metal; that is, of filver or 

The law of England gives the King x mn of gold 


ſon of which prerogative or power, as it is given by my 
ver, but not of other metal. 


anciently made of „ver, which is evident from the act of 


parliament of Heney the Ton, Pe 4 dene it 18 
ö 15 


— 


* 1 Toft, 556. 725 1 2 Inſt. 577. = * 
+ 2 Inſt, 576. 2 * 222 Inſt. 77. 7 +3 
7 2 Inſt. 577. 


to Engliſtr; for ſome of our /aws at that time were, as 1 


By this Hatute, no b is to be ee a contem 
ner of the King's Majeſty, and for that crime to be com- 
== mitted to priſon, but he who refuſeth to accept the King's 


That this is the true confiruttion of the a®, — —.5 
not only from the plain meaning of the words, but from 


Lord Coke * *, is becauſe money can be made of gold and | 


and '/ilver ; but not the mines of other metals; the rea- 


Purſuant to this opinion, balſpence and farthing 5 were 


—_— 


bat I preſume they were made of ba/e metal, And theſe | 
ene to the cg. 


| 8 and that the privy council of this kingdom 


done in great exigencies and dangerous times, ſhoyld never ml 
de an example to proceed by in Os POP og 7 
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' _ enacted as follows; Lem, for we prog Fort that is 


at preſent within the realm of England of halfpence and 
Sarthings of ſilver, it it pls ew ou and eſtabliſhed, that the 
third part of all the money of ſilver plate which ſhall be 
brought to the bullion, ſhall be made into. halfpence and 
farthings. This ſhews, - that by. the words balſpenny and 
farthing of lawful money in that ftatute concerning the 
paſſing of pence, is meant a {mall coin in balſbeuce and 
Jarthings of 

This is further manifeſt from the ſtatute of the 8 
year of Edward the Third, chap. 3. which enaQs, That 
10 Sterling halfpenny or farthing be molten for to make 


veſſels, or any other thing by the goldſmiths, nor others, 


1 pom the ferfettare of + the money Je molten Cor melted oh 


By another act in this King's reign, black movey was not 


ds be. current in Ragland. . And, by an act made in the | 


eleventh year of his reign, chap. 5. galley-balfpence were 
not to paſs: what kind of coin che were, I do not know; | 


acts were no new laue, but further declarations of the e 5 


Thus the {ax ſtands in gelation to bein, Neri is there tf 
any example to the contrary, except one in Paris 's e 
ports, who tells Us, chat, in the time of Tyrone's rebel- | 
lion, Queen Eliſabeth ordered money of aixed metal to be 
coĩned in the tower of London, and ſent 'oyer hither for | 
the payment of che army, obliging all people to receive it; 
and commanding that all aver money ſhould be taken only | 
as Bullion; that is, for as much as it weighed. Davis tells 
us ſeveral particulars in this matter, too long here to trou- 


obliged a nerebant in England to receive this mixed money 
for goods tranſmitted hither. J 

But this proceeding is rejected by all the beſt lawyers, 3 
8s contrary $0 law, the privy council here having no ſuch 
legal power. And, belides, it is to be conſidered, that 
ahe Quzz8.was then under great difficulties by a rebel. 
lion in this kingdom aſſiſted from Spain; and whatever is i 


Fw = 
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s 1 will now, my dear friends; to fave ydu the trouble, 
4 tet before re you in ſhort, whit the aw obliges you to do, 
& and what it does not oblige you to,” * 1 

Firſt, You are obliged to take all money in in payments 
id whack is coined by the King, and 1s of! the — 5 ſtandard 
d or weight, provided it be of gold” or * 

6 | Secondly,” You are'not obliged to We any money which 
ds not of gold or jilvrr ;* not only the halſpence or or ar: 
| hings'of England, but öf any other tountry.” And it is 
th merely for convenience, or eaſe, that are content to 
at take them; becauſe the cuſtom of coining ſilver balfpence - 


and fartbings hath Tong been left off; 1 e on account 
2 of their being ſubje@ to be loſt. 


J. Thirdly, Much leſs are we obüzecl to take thoſe vile 
oe | iy of that ſame Wood, by which you muſt loſe al- 


he eleven Petice i in every ſhilling. 

eres Therefore, my friends, ſtand to it one and all: fefuld 
895 Y FER filthy traſh, It is no treaſon to rebel againſt Mr 
Ee 


Wood.  His:/Haze/ty, in his patent, obliges nobody to 
old take theſe baifpence : our gracious prince hath no ſuch ill 
a dviſers about him; or, if he had, yet you ſee, the laws 
ere have not left it in the King's power to force us to take any 
1 coin but what is lawful, of right ſtandard, geld and filver, 


* Therefore you have nothing to fear. 
o be . And let me, in the next place, apply myſelf particularly | 
* to you, who are the poorer. ſort of tradeſmen. Perhaps 


pod may think, you will not be fo great loſers as the rich, 
only BY if theſe halfpence ſhould pals ; becauſe you ſeldom ſee any 
tells | /ilver, and your Cuſtomers come to your ſhops or ſtalls 
with nothing but 5ra/7, which you likewiſe find hard to 
dom be got. | But you may take my word, whenever this mo 


vill advance his goods accordingly, or elſe he muſt break, 

and leave the key under the door. Do you think I avill 
rebel. Vell you' a yard of tenperny Puff for. twenty of Mr 
Wood's halfpence? No, not under two hundred at leaſt 5 
neither will I be at the trouble. of counting,' but weigh 
| them in a lump, 1 will tell you one thing further, that 
if Mr WAG * mould take, it would ruin even our 


beggars; 


ney gains footing among you, you will be utterly undone. 
„lf you carry theſe ha/fpence to a ſhop for tobacco, or 
my Lieandy, or any other thing that you want; the ſhopkeeper 


e 
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beggar: ; for when I give a beggar a halfpenny, it will 

quench. his thirſt, or go a good way to fill his belly; 

but the twelfth part of a halfpenny will do him no more 

1 than if I ſhould hes three pins .out of my 
ere. 

In ſhort, theſe halfdence are. like the e thing, 
which, as the ſcripture. tells us, the, children Iſtael 
were forbidden to touch. They will run about {ike the 
plague, and deſtroy every one —— lays his hands upon 
3 4 1 have heard ſcholart talk of a man who told the 
King, that he had invented a way to torment people by 
putting them into a bull of braſs 7 45 fire under it: but 
the prince put the projedor firlt into his brazen bull to 

make the experiment. This very much reſembles the 
Projett of Mr Wood; and the like of this may poſſibly be 
Mr Wood's fate ; that the braſs he contrived to torment 
this kingdom with, may nee his own torment, and us: 
deſtruction at laſt. 


MN. B. The A of this paper is informed by ariel 
ws have made it their buſineſs to be exact in their obſer- 
vations on the true value of theſe halſpence, that any per- 
ſon may expect to get a Youre X 3 112 W 
fix of them. | 


I defire that all families may keep this IE POE 7 
by them to refreſh their memories, whenever they ſhall. 
have farther notice of Mr Wogd's \ halfpence, or 1 o- 
ther the 1 e A 1 8 


(1 At bh found of FR Draper Amper A wirt a be among 
the people, that, in the eaſtern phraſe, was like unto a tempeſt in 
.the day af the whirlwind. Every perſon of every rank, party, 
and denomination, was convinced, that the admiſſion of Wood's 
copper muſt prove fatal to the commonwealth. The papiſt, the 
Fanatic, the Tery, the Whig, all liſted themſelves volunteers 
under the banner of M. B. Drapier, and were all equally zealous 
to ſerve the common cauſe. Much heat, and many fiery ſpeeches 
againſt the adminiſtration, were the conſequence of this union + 
nor had the flames been allayed, notwithſtanding threats and pro- 

elamations, had not the coin been totally ſuppreſſed, and had not 
Wood withdrawn his patent. Orrery, See the note at the end of 
letter 5. : / 
I e LETTER 
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A LETTER to Mr HAx DING the printer. 
upon occaſion of a paragraph in his news- 
paper of Auguſt 1. 17 24, relating to Mr 

Woop's HALFPENCE . 1 


N your news-letter of the 1ſt inſtant there is a para- 
graph, dated from London, July 25. relating to 
Wood's halfpence; whereby it is plain, what I foretold 
in my letter to the Moplec pers, Ec. that this vile fellow 
would never be at reſt ; and that the danger of our ruin ap- 


; proaches nearer; and therefore the kingdom requires ew 


and /reſh warning However, I take this paragraph to 
be, in a great meaſure, an impoſition upon the public; at 
leaſt I hope ſo, becauſe I am informed that Wood is ge- 
nerally his own news- writer. I cannot but obſerve from 
that paragraph, that this public enemy of ours, not ſatiſ- 
fied to ruin us with his Zra/h, takes every occaſion to treat 
his kingdom with the utmoſt contempt. He repreſents 
ſeveral of our merchants and traders upon examination be; 
fore a committee of council, agreeing, that there was the 
utmoſt neceſſity of copper money here, before bis patent; 
fo that ſeveral gentlemen have been forced to tally with _ 
their workmen, and give them bits of cards ſealed and 
ſubſcribed with their names, What then? If a phylicin 
preſcribe to a patient a dram of phyſic, ſhall a raſcal-apo- 
thecary cram him with a pound, and mix it up with poiſan? 
and is not alandlord's hand and ſeal to his own labourers a 
better ſecurity for five or ten ſhillings, than Wood's braſs, 
ten times below the real value, can be to the kingdom for 
an hundred and eight thouſand pounds? . | 
But who are. theſe merchants and traders” of Ireland 
that made this report of the utmſt neceſſity we are under 
for copper money? they are only a few betrayers of their 
Vor. HL | C country, 


9 , 
e ner? * * 
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country, confederates with Wood, from whom they are to 
purchaſe a great quantity of his coin, perhaps at half the 
price that we are to take it, and vend it among us, to the 
ruin of the public, and their own private advantages. Are 
not theſe excellent witneſſes, upon whoſe integrity the fate 
of the kingdom mult depend, evidences in thaw own cauſe, 
and ſharers in this work of iniquity ? 

If we could have deſerved the liberty of coining ths Qur- 
ſelves, as we formerly did, and why we have it not, ir e- 
very body's wonder as well as mine, ten thouſand pounds 
might have been coined here-in Dublin of only one fifth be- 
low the intrinſic value, and this ſum, with the ſtock of 
halfpence we then had, would have been ſufficient; but 
Wood, by his ies, enemies to Gop and this king- 
dom, hath taken care to buy up as many of our old half- 
pence as he could; and from thence the preſent want of 
change ariſes; to remove which by Mr Wood's e N 
would be to cure a ſcratch on the finger by cuttin 
arm. But ſuppoſing there were not one farthing 3 
in the whole nation, I will maintain, that five and twenty 
thouſand pounds would be a ſam fully ſufficient to anſwer 
all our occaſions. I am no inconſiderable ſhopkeeper in this 
town; I have diſcourſed with ſeveral of my own, and o- 
ther trades, with many gentlemen both of city and coun- 

try, and alſo with great numbers of farmers, cottagers, 
and labourers, who all agree, that two ſhillings in change 
for every family would be more than neceſſary in all deal- 
ings. Now, by the largeſt computation (even before that 
- grievous diſcouragement of agriculture *, which_hath fo 
much lefſened our numbers) the ſouls in this kingdom are 
computed to be one million and a half ; which, allowing 
fix to a family, makes two hundred and fifty thouſand fa- 
milies, and conſequently two ſhillings to each family will 
amount only to five and twenty thouſand pounds; where- 
as this honeſt, liberal, hardwareman, Wood, would im- 
poſe upon us above four times that ſum. 

Your paragraph relates further, that Sir Iſaac Newton 
reported an aſſay taken at the Tower of Wood's metal; 
by which it appears, that Wood had: in all reſpedts 865 


5 perhape the prohibition from ploughing. See p. ) 2 
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ed. hit contracꝰ. His contract! with whom ? was it wit 
the parliament or people of Heland ? are not they to be 


the purchaſers? but they deteſt, abhor, and reject it as 


corrupt, fraudulent, mingled with dirt and traſh. Upon 
which he grows angry, goes to law, and will impeſe his 
goods upon us by force. 

But your neus letter ſays, has an aſſay was made of 
the coin, How impudent and infupportable is this ! 
Wood takes care to coin a dozen or two halfpence of my 
metal, ſends them to the Tower, and they are approved, 
and theſe muſt anſwer all that he hath already coined, or 
mall coin for the future. It is true, indeed, that a gen- 
tleman often ſends to my ſhop for a nattern of ſtuff; I cut 
it fairly off, and, if he likes it, he comes, or Cond. and 
compares the pattern with the whole piece, and probably 


we come to a bargain, But if 1 were to buy an hundred: 


ſheep, and the grazier ſhould bring me one ſingle wether, 
fat and well fleeced, by way of pattern, and expect the 
fame price round for the whole hundred. without fnforing: 


mc to ſce them befbre he was paid, or giving me good ſe - 


| curity to reſtore my money for thoſe that were lean, or 
Horn, or fcabby, 1 would be none of his cuſtomer, I 
have heard of a man who had a mind to ſell his houſe, 


and therefore carried a piece of: br/c& in his pocket, which 
he ſhewed as a pattern to encourage purchaſers ; and this 


is directly the caſe in point with Mr Wood's A ay. 


The next part of the paragraph contains 1 Wood's : 
voluntary propoſals for preventing any further objections: 


or apprehenfions. 


His firſt propoſal is, That auherear he hath already coin- 


#* 


| ed ſeventeen thouſand pounds, and has copper prepared is 


make it up” forty thouſand' pounds, he will. be content t9' 


coin no more, unleſs the EX1GENCIES OF TRADE REQUIRE 


rr, although his patent impowers him to coin a far greater 


quantity. 

To which if I were to ak it mould be thus: Let 
Mr Wood and his crew of founders and tinkers coin on, 
till there is not an old kettle left in the kingdom; let them 
coin old leather, tobacco-pipe-clay, or the dirt in the ſtreet, 
and call their trumpery by what name they pleaſe, from a 


guinea. to a farthing; we are not under any concern to 


G- T. ; „ Eno . 
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know how he and and his tribe of accomplices think. fit to 
employ themſelves. But I hope, and truſt, that we are 
all to a man. fully determined to have nothing to do with 
him or his ware. 
The King has given him a patent to coin halfpence, bs 
hath not obliged us to take them; and 1. bave already 
ſhewn in my letter to the hhopheepers, &c, that the law 
bath nar left it in the power of the prerogative to compel 
the ſubject to take any money, beſides gold and filver of 
the right ſterling and Randard. 

Wood further propoſes, (if I underſtand him right, for 
bis expreſſions are dubious), that be. will not coin above 
erty thouſand pounds, unleſs the exigencies of trade require 
it. Firſt, L obſerve tiat this ſum of forty thauſand pounds 
is almoſt double to what I proved to be ſufficient for the 
hole kingdom, although we had not one of our old half- 
pence left. Again, I aſk, who is to be judge when the 
exigencies of trade require it? Without doubt he means 


bimlelf; for as to us of this poor kingdom, who mult: be 
utterly ruined if this project mould ſuceced, we were ne- 


ver once conſulted till the matter was over, and he will 
judge of our exigencies by his own ;. neither will theſe be 
ever at an end, till he and his atcomplices ſhall think they 
have enough : and it now appears that he will not be con- 
tent with all our gold and filyer, but intends to buy 1 our 
goods and manufactures with the ſame coin. 
1 ſhall not enter into examination of the prices for 
which he now propoſes to ſell his halfpence, or what he 
calls his copper, by the pound; I have ſaid enough of it 
in my former letter, and it hath likewiſe been conſidered 
by others. It is certain, that by his own firſt computa- 
tipn we were to pay three ſhillings for what was intrinſical- 
ly worth but one, although it had been of the true weight 
and ſtandard for which he pretended to have contracted ; 
but there is ſo great a difference both in weight and bad- 
neſs in ſeveral of his coins, that ſome of them have been 
nine in ten below the intrinſic value, and moſt of them {1x | 
or ſeven. | | 
lis laſt propoſal being of a peculiar ſtrain and nature, 
deferves to be very particularly conſidered both: on account 


of the matter and the ſtyle, It is as follows. 
i g 2 : | Laſtly, 


Laſtly, In confideration of the direful apprehenfions 
«ewhich prevail in Ireland, that Mr Wood will by ſuch 
coinage drain them of their gold and filver ; he propoſes 
to take their manuſacturet in exchange, and that no per- 
fon be obliged to receive more than five pence halfþenny at 
ener Apa Mou Ugo ri pant og ore, 2 bag uo) 
Fuſt, Obſerve this little impudent hardwareman turn- 
ing into ridicule the direful:apprehenfionsr of a whole king- 
dom, priding himſelf as the cauſe of them, and*daring to 
preſcribe (what no king of England ever attempted) how 
far a whole nation ſhall be obliged to take his braſs coin; 
And he has reaſon to inſult : for ſure there was never an 
example in hiſtory of a great kingdom kept in awe for 
above a year, in daily dread of utter deſtruction, not 
by a powerful invader at the head of twenty thouſand men, 
not by a plague or a famine, not by a tyrannical prince (for 
we never had one more gracious) or a corrupt adminiſtra- 
tion, but by one. ſingle, diminutive, inſigniſicant mecha- 
NIC, | > I a ge. $ 2 
= But to go on: To remove our direful apprehen/ions,- 
ws hat he will drain us of our gold and ſilver by” his coin- 
age, this little arbitraty -ock-monarch moſt graciouſly of- 
fers to take our manufadtures in exchange. Are our Iriſn 
underſtandings indeed fo low in his opinion? Is not this 
the very miſery we complain of, that his curſed project 
| . will put us under the neceſſity of ſelling our goods for what 
is equal to nothing How: would ſuch a propoſal ſound 
from France or Spain, or any other country with which we 
traffic, if they ſhould offer to deal with us only upon this 
condition, that we. ſhould take their money at ten times 
higher than the intrinſic value? Does Mr Wood think, for 
inſtance, that we will ſell him a ſtone of wool for a parcel 
of his counters not worth /ixpence, when we can ſend it to 
England, and receive as many fhillings in gold and filver ? 
Surely there was never heard ſuch a compound of impu- 
dence, villany, and foll : gt 
His propoſals conclude with perfect g- treaſon. He 
promiſes, that 729 per ſor ſhall be gbliged to receive more 
than five pence halfpenny.of his coin in one payment, By 
which it is plain, that he pretends to oblige every ſub- - 
ject in this kingdom to take ſo much in every payment, if 
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it be offered ; whereas ** patent ob/iges no man, nor tan 
the prerogative by law claim fuch a power, as I have oft- 
en obſerved; ſo that here Mr Wood takes upon him the 
entire legiſlature, and an abſolute dominion over the Poe 
perties of the whole nation. 

Good God ! who are this wretch's i 4 who are 
his ſupporters, abettors,' encourngers, or fſharers ? Mr 
Wood will oblige me to take five pence halfpenny of his 
braſs in every payment. And 1 wil ſhoot Mr Wood and 
his deputies through the head like 4ighwaymen or houſe- 
breakers, if they dare to force one farthing of their coin 
on me in the payment of an hundred pounds. It is no loſs 
of honour to ſubmit to the lien; but who, with che fi- 
gure of a man, can think with patience of being devoured 
alive by a rat! He has laid a tax upon the people of Ire- 
land of ſeventeen ſhillings at leaſt in the pound: a tax, I 
lay, not only upon lands, but intereſt-money, goods, ma- 


nufactures, the hire of Banden ee, labourers, and ſer- 


vants. Shopkeepers, look to yourſelves ! Wood will ob+ 
lige and force you to take five pence halfpenny of his traſh 
in every payment; and many of you receive twenty, thir- 


ty, forty payments in one day, or elſe you can hardly find 


bread : and pray conſider how much that will amount to in 


a year; twenty times five pence halfpenny is nine ſhillings | 


and two pence, which is above an hundred and ſixty pounds 
a-year, wherein you will be lofers of at leaſt one hundred 
and forty pounds by taking your payments in his money. 
If any of you be content to deal with Mr Wood on ſuch 
conditions, they may; but for my own particular, ler 
his money periſh auitb him. If the famous Mr Hambden 
rather choſe to go to priſon, than pay a few ſhillings to 


King Charles I. withont authority of parliament ; 1 will 


rather chuſe to be hanged than have all my ſabſtance taxed 
at ſeventeen ſhillings in the pound at the arbꝶ ary. will and 
_ . Pleaſure of the venerable Mr Wood. 

The paragraph concludes thus: N. B. (that i is to PER 


meta bene, or mark well) No evidence appeared from 


Ireland, or elſewhere, to prove the miſchiefs complained 

of, or any abuſes —— committed in the execution of 

the ſaid graut. 

Tbe — of chis remark exceeds all that 1 be- 
ore, 
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fore. Firſt, the houſe of Commons in Ireland, which re- 


preſents the whole people of the kingdom; and ſecondiy, 
the privy council addreſſęd his Majeſty againſt theſe half- 


ſenſe of the nation? If his. copper were diathonds, and 


ſufficient to reject it? Muſt a committee of the whole 
houſe of Commons, and our whole privy council, go over 
to argue pro and con with Mr Wood'? To what end did 
the King give his patent for coining halfpence in Ireland ? 
was it not, becauſe it was repreſented to his Sacred Maje- 
ſty, that ſuch a comage would be of advantage to the good 
of this kingdom, and of all his fubjects here? It is to the 
patentee's peril, if his repreſentation be falſe,” and the ex- 
ecution of his patent be fraudulent and corrupt. is he ſo 
wicked and fooliſh to think, that his patent was given him 
to ruin a million and a half of le, that he might be a 
gainer of three. or four ſcore — pounds to himſelf? 


Before he was at the charge of paſſing a patent, much 
more of raking up ſo much filthy droſs, and ſtamping it 


with his Majeſty's image and ſuperſcription, ſhould he 
not firſt in common ſenſe, in common equity, and common 


that is to ſay, the people of the kingdom, the houſe of 

ords, or Commons, or the privy council? If any foreign · 
er ſhould aſk us, whoſe image and ſuperſeription there is 
on Wood's coin? we ſhould be aſhamed to te!] him, it was 
Cæſar's. In that great want of copper halfpence which 
he alledges we were, our city ſet up or Cæſar's * ſtatue 
in excellent copper, at an expenſe that is equal in value to 


ceive his image in worſe metal. 

l obſerve many of our people putting a melancholy wy 
on this ſubject. It is true, ſay they, we are all undone 
if Wood's halfpence muſt paſs ; but what ſhall we do, if 


his Majeſty puts out a proclamation commanding us to 


take them ? This hath often been dinned in my ears, 
But I deſire my countrymen to be aſſured that there is no- 


thing in it. The King never iſſues out a proclamation 


* An equeſtrian ſtatue of George I. at Efſex-bridee, Dublin.” 
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pence ; What could be done more to exprels the univerſal 


the kingdom were entirely againſt it, would not that be 


manners, have conſulted the principal party concerned : 


thirty thouſand pound of his coin; and we will not re- 
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dat to injoin what the law permits him. He will not iſ- 
ſue out a proclamation againſt /aw ; or if ſuch a thing 
ſhould happen by a miſtake, we are no more obliged to 
obey it than to run our heads into the fire. Beſides, his 
| Majeſty will never command us by a proclamation, what 
he does not offer to command us in the patent itſelf, 
There he leaves it to our diſcretion z ſo that our deſtruc- 
tion muſt be entirely owing to ourſelves. Therefore let 
no man be afraid of a preclamation, which will never be 
granted; and if it ſhould, yet upon this occaſion will be 
of no force. The King's revenues here are near four 
hundred thouſand pounds a-year. Can you think his mi- 
niſters will adviſe him to take them in Wood's braſs, which 
will reduce the value to ſifty thouſand pounds? England 
gets a million Sterling by this nation; which, if this pro- 
ject goes on, will be almoſt reduced to nothing: and do 


a you think thoſe who live in England upon Irifh eſtates, 


will be content to take an eighth or tenth part by being 
ow in Wood's droſs? 

If Wood and his confederates were not convinced of 
our ſtupidity, they never would have attempted ſo auda- 
cious an enterpriſe. He now fees a ſpirit hath, been raiſed 
againſt him, and he only watches till it begins to flag: he 
goes about watching when to devour ur. He hopes we 
mall be weary of contending with him; and at laſt out of 
ignorance or fear, or of being perfectly tired with oppoſi- 
tion, we ſhall be forced to yield: and therefore, I confeſs, 
it is my ehief endeavour to keep up your ſpirits: and reſent- 
ments; If tell you there is a precipice under you, and 
that if you go forwards you will certainly break your necks; 
if I point to it before your eyes, muſt I be at the trouble 
of repeating it every morning? Are our people's hearts 
waxed: groſs ? are their ears dull of bearing? and have 
they cloſed their eyes? I fear there are ſome few vipers 
among us, who for ten or twenty: pounds gain would fell 
their ſouls and their country; although at laſt it ſhould end 
in their own ruin, as well as ours. Be not like the deaf 
adder, who refuſeth to bear the voice of the AUF, 

charm he never ſo wiſely. 
Although my letter be directed to you, Mr Harding, 
| Fet I intend it for all my countrymen, I baye no intereſt 
| 2 
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in this affair, but what is common to the * I can live 
better than many others: I have ſome gold and ſilver by 
me, and a ſhop well furniſhed; and ſhall be able to make 
a ſhift, when many of my berters are ſtarving. But I am 
grieved to ſee the coldneſs and indifference of many people, 
with whom J diſcourſe. Some are afraid of a proclama- 
tion; others ſhrug up their ſhoulders, and cry, What would 
you have us to do? Some give out, there is no danger at 
all: others are comforted, that it will be a common cala · 
mity, and they ſhall fare no worſe than their neighbours, 
Will a man who hears midnight-robbers at his. door, get 
out of bed and raiſe his family for a common defence; and 
ſhall a whole kingdom lie in a lethargy, while Mr Wood 
comes at the head of his confederates to rob them of all 
they have, to ruin us and our poſterity, for ever? If a 
highwayman meets you on the road, you give him your 
money to ſave your life; but God be thanked, Mr Wood 
cannot touch a hair of your heads. You have all the laws 
of God and man on your fide : when he or his accomplices 


offer you his droſs, it is but ſaying No, and you are ſafe. 
If a madman ſhould come into my ſhop with a bandful of 


dirt raked out of the kennel, and offer it in payment for 
ten yards of ſtuff, I would pity or laugh at him; or, if his 
behaviour deferved i it, kick him out of my doors, And if 
Mr Wood comes to demand my gold and ſilver, or com- 
modities for which I have paid my gold and ſilver, in ex- 
change for his traſh, can he deſerve or expect better treat- 
ment? 

When the pe? dy i is come, (if it muſt come), let us 
mark and obſerve thoſe. who preſume to offer theſe half- 
pence in payment. Let their names, and trades, and 
places of abode, be made public, that every one may be 
aware of them, as betrayers of their country, and confe- 
derates with Mr Wood. Let them be watched at mar- 
kets and fairs; and let the firſt honeſt diſcoverer give the 
word about, that Mr Wood's: halfpence have been of- 
1 and caution the * innocent people not to receive 
them. 

perhaps 1 have have too iam ; bout there would ne- 
ver be an end, if I attempted to lay all that this-melan- - 
oy ſubject will bear, 1 will conclude with . o- 

ering 
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fering one propoſal ; which, if it were put into practice, 
would blow up this deſtructive project at once. Let ſome 
ſkilfal, judicious pen a up an advertiſement to the = 
lowing purpoſe, 

Whereas one William Wood, hardwareman, now ot 
lately fejourning in the city of London, hath, by many 
miſreprefentations, precured a patent for coining an bun- 
dred and eight thouſand pounds in copper halſpence for 
this kingdom: which is a ſum five times greater than our 
occafions require: and whereas it is notorious, that the 
faid Wood hath coined his balſpence of fuch baſe metal, 
and falſe ht, that they are at leaf? fix parts in ſeven 

below the rt, value: and whereas we have reaſon to ap- 
| Prehend, that the ſaid Wood may at any time hereafter 
clandeſtinely coin as many more halfpence ar he pleaſes : 
and whereas the ſaid patent neither doth, nor can oblige 
bis Majeſty's fubjedts to-receive the ſaid balſpence in any 

payment, but leaves it to their voluntary choice: becauſe 
by law the ſulject cannot be obliged to take any money, ex- 
cept gold or ſilver: and wwherear, contrary tn the letter 
and meaning of the ſaid patent, the ſaid Wood hath de- 
clared, that every perſon ſhall be obliged to, take five 
pence halfpenny of his coin in every payment: and where- 
as the houſe of Commons, and privy council, have ſeveral. 


ly addrefjed his Moſt Sacred Mafeſty, repreſenting the ill 


conſequences which the ſaid comage may have upon this 
Kingdom: und, lafily, whereas it is univerſally agreed, 
that the nwhole nation to a man except Mr Wood, and 
his confederates) are in the utmoſt apprehenfions of the 
ruinous conſequences that muſt follow from the ſaid coin- 


age; therefore we, whoſe names are under written, 7 


perſons of conſiderable eſtates in this kingdom, and re 
ders therein, do unanimouſly reſolve and declare, that we 
will never receive one farthing or halſþenny of the ſaid 
Wood's coining; and that we will diredt all our tenants 
to refuſe the ſaid coin from any perſon whatſoever ; of 
which that they may not be ignorant, we have ſent them a 
copy of this advertiſement to be read to them by our flew- 
ards, receivers, &c. 

I could wiſh, that a paper of this nature night be drawn 
up, and Gpned by two or three hundred principal gentle- 

men 


men of this kingdom; and printed copies thereof ſent to 


e 

18 their ſeveral tenants. I am deceived if any thing could 
1 ſooner defeat this execrable deſign of Wood, and his ac- 
" complices, This would immediately give the alarm, and 
5 ſet the kingdom on their guard; this would give courage 
77 to the meaneſt tenant and cottager. Hou long, O Lord, 
1 rigbteous and true, &c, = 
r jth : | | 
7 1 muſt tell you in particular, Mr Harding, that you are 
be much to blame, - Several hundred perſons haye inquired 
* at your houſe for my letter to the ſhopkeepers, &c. and 
» you had none to ſell them. Pray keep yourſelf provided 
B with that letter, and with this; you have got very well 
7 by the former; but I did not then write for your ſake, any 
2 more than I do now, Pray advertiſe both in every news- 
e paper; and let it not be your fault or mine, if our country- 
„ men will not take warning. I deſire you like wiſe to ſell 
e them as cheap as you can, 

— | 

1 Jam your ſervant, 

ie . | 

2 

N M. B. 
= Aug. 4. 1724. 
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Some OB SERVATIONS upon a paper called, 
| The report of the committee of the Moſt Ho- 


nourable the privy council in England, rela- 
act to Wood's E BY 


To the Nobility nl 1 of tho e of 
Ireland. 


| Pos already written r letters to the people of 

my own level and condition, and having now very 
preſling occaſion for writing a third; I thought I could 
not more properly addreſs it than to 17 715 Lord/hips and 
IWorſhips. 

The occaſion is this: A privned paper was ſent to me on 
the 18th inſtant, intitled, report of #he committee of the 
Lords of his Majeſty s Meft Honourable privy council in 
England, relating io Mr Wood's halfpence and farthings. 
There is no mention made where the paper was printed 
but 1 ſuppoſe it to have been in Dublin : and I have. been 
told, that the copy did not come over in the Gazette, but 
in the London Journal, or ſome other print of no autho- 
rity or conſequence. And, for any thing that legally ap- 
pears to the contrary, it may be a contrivance to right us 
or a project of ſome printer, who hath a mind to make a 
penny by publiſhing ſomething upon a ſubjet which now 
employs all our thoughts in this kingdom. Mr Wood, in 
publiſhing this paper, would infinaate to the world, as if 
the committee had a preater concern for his credit and 
private emolument, than for the honour of the privy coun- 
cit, and both houſes of parliament here, and for the quiet 
and welfare of this whole kingdom; for it ſeems intended 
a vindication of Mr Wood, not without ſeveral ſevere re- 
flections on the houſes of Lords and Commons of Ireland. 


The 
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The whole i indeed written with the turn and air of a 
pamphlet; as if it were a diſpute between William Wood 
on the one part, and the /ords juſtices, privy council, and 
both hcuſes of parliament on the other ; the deſign of it 
being to clear William Wood, and to charge the other fide 
with caſting raſh and groundleſs aſperſions upon him. 

But if it be really what the title imports, Mr Wood 
hath treated the committee with great rudeneſs, by publiſh - 
ing an act of theirs in ſo unbecoming a manner, without 
their leave, and before it was communicated to the getern- 
ment and privy council of Ireland, to whom the commit- 
tee adviſed that it ſhould be tranſmitted, But, with all 
deference be it ſpoken, I do not conceive that a report of 
2 committee of the council in England is hitherto a law in 
either 4ingdom ; and until any point is determined to be a 
law, it remains diſputable by every ſubject, 

This (may it pleaſe your Lord/hips and Worſhips ] may 
ſeem a ſtrange way of diſcourſing in an 2z/{/iterate ſhop- 
k-eper. I have endeavoured (although without the help 
of books) to improve that ſmall portion of reaſon God 
hath been pleaſed to give me; and when reaſon plain) 
appears before me, I cannot turn away my head from it. 
Thus, for inſtance, if any lawyer ſhould tell me that ſucli 
a point were law, from which many groſs palpable ab- 
ſurdities muſt follow; I would not, I could not believe 
him. If Sir Edward Coke ſhould poſitively affert, (which 
he no where does, but the direct contrary), that a /imit- 
ed prince could by his prerogative oblige his ſubjects to 
take half an ounce of lead, ſtamped with his image, for 
twenty ſhillings in gold, 1 ſhould ſwear he was decezved, 
or a deceiver ; becauſe a power like that would leave the 
whole lives and fortunes of the people entirely at the 
mercy of the monarch; yet this in effect is what Wocd 
hath advanced in ſome of his papers, and what. ſuſpicious 
people may pollibly apprehend A ſome paſſages in that 
which is called the repart. N 

That paper mentions /#ch perſout 19 have been exumi- 
ed, wwho avere defirous and willing to be heard upon this 
ſihject. I am told they were four in all; Coleby, , 
Mr Finley the banker, and one more, whoſe name I krow*® 
not. The firſt of theſe was tried for robbing the treaſury 

Vor. III. - *D- . | In 
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in Ireland: and though he was acquitted for want of le- 
2 yet every perſon in the court believed him to be 
guilty. : | ; | 
But, fince I have gone ſo far as to mention particular 
perſons, it may be ſome fatisfaQtion to know who is this 
Wood himſelf, that has the honour to have a whole king- WM 
dom at his mercy for almoſt two years together. I find 
he is in the patent intitled E/quire, although he were un- i 
derſtood to be only a hardwareman; and ſo I have been 
been bold to call him in my former letters; however, a 
*{quire he is, not only by virtue of his patent, but by ha- 
ving been a collector in Shropſnire; where pretending to 
have been robbed, and ſuing the county, he was caſt, and 
for the infamy of the fact loſt his employment. = 
1 have heard another ſtory of this Squire Wood from a 
very honourable lady, that one Hamilton told her. Ha- 
milton was ſent for fix years ago by Sir Iſaac Newton to try 
the coinage of four men, who then ſolicited a patent for 
coining halfpence for Ireland; their names were Wood, 
Coſtor, Elliſton, and Parker. Parker made the faireſt of- 
fer, and Wood the worſt; for his coin were three half: 
pence in a pound weight leſs, value than the other. By 
which it is plain, with what intentions he ſolicited his pa- 
tent; but not ſo plain how he obtamed it. | 
It is alledged in the ſaid paper called the report, that 
upon repeated orders from a ſecretary of {tate for ſending 
over ſuch papers and witneſſes as ſhould be thought pro- 
per to ſupport the objections made againſt the patent, (by 
both houſes of parliament), the Lord Lieutenant repre- 
ſented the great difficulty he found himſelf in, to comply 
evith theſe orders: that none of the principal members of 
beth houſes who were in the King's ſervice, or council, 
avould take upon them to adviſe, how any material perſon, | 
or papers, might be fot over on this cccaſion, G. And | 
this is often repeated, and repreſented as @ proceeding that | 
ſeeans very extraordinary, and that in a matter which 
' had raiſed ſo great a clamour in Ireland, no one perſon 
could be prevailed upon to come over from Ireland in ſup- 
port of the united ſenſe of both houſes of parliament in Ire- 
land; eſpecially that the chief difficulty ſhould ariſe from 
.a general apprehenſion of a miſcarriage, in an inquiry be- 
We. orc 
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I fore his Majeſty, or in a proceeding by due courſe of law, 


in à caſe where both houſes of parliament had declared 


themſelves ſo fully convinced, and ſatisfied upon evidence, 


and examinations taken in the moſt ſolemn manner. 
How ſhall I, a poor ignorant ſhopkeeper, utterly un- 


milled in law, be able to anſwer ſo weighty an objection? 


I. will try what can be done by plain reaſon, unafliſted by 
art, cunning, or eloquence, | | 
In my humble opinion, the committee of council hath al- 


52 


” | ready prejudged the whole caſe, by calling the united ſenſe 


of both houſes of parliament in Ireland an univerſal cla- 
210ur. Here the addreſſes of the Lords and Commons of 
Ireland againſt a ruinous, deſtrudlive project of an obſcure, 


anale undertaker, is called a clamour. 1 defire to know, 
bow ſuch a ſtyle would be reſented in England from a 


committee of council there to a parliament 3 and how many 
impeachments would follow upon it? But ſuppoſing the 


appellation to be proper, I neyer heard of a wiſe mini- 


ſter, who deſpiſed the univerſal clamour of a people; 


and if that clamsur can be quieted by diſappointing the 


fraudulent practice of a ſingle perſon, the purchaſe is not 
exorbitant, f 

But in anſwer to this objection, firſt, it is manifeſt, that 
if this coinage had been in Ireland, with ſuch limitations 
as have been formerly ſpeciſied in other patents, and 


granted to perſons of this Aingdom, or even of England, 
able to give ſufficient ſecurity, few or no inconveniencies 
could have happened. As to Mr Knox's patent mention- 
ed in the report, ſecurity was given in to the exchequer, 
| that the patentee ſhould upon all demands be obliged to 
receive his halfpence back, and pay gold or ſilver in ex- 


change for them, And Mr Moor (to whom 1 ſuppoſe 
that patent was made over) was in 1694 forced to leave 
off coining before the end of that year, by the great crouds 
of people continually offering to return his coinage upon 
him. In 1698 he coined again, and was forced to give 
over for the ſame reaſon, This entirely alters the caſe ; 
for there is no ſuch condition in Wood's patent; which 
condition was worth a hundred times all other limitations 

whatſoever. | 
Put the caſe, that the two houſes of Lords and Commons 
1 of 
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of England, and the privy council there, ſhould addrefs 
his Majeſty to recall a patent, from whence they appre- 


hended the moſt ruinous conſequences to the whole king- 


dom; and to make it ſtronger if poſhble, that the whole 
nation almoſt to a man ſhould thereupon diſcover the 19/7 


diſmal apprehenſ/ions, (as Mr Wood ſtyles them); would 3 | 


his Majeſty debate half an hour what he had to do? would 
any miniſter dare adviſe him againſt recalling ſuch a pa- 
tent? or would the matter be referred to the privy 
council, or to Weſtminſter-hall ; the two houſes of par- 
liament plaintiffs, and William Wood defendant ? and 
is there even the ſmalleſt difference between the two caſes ? 

Were not the people of Ireland born as /7ee as thoſe of 
England? how have they forfeited their freedom? is not 
their parliament as fair a repreſentative of the people as 
that of England; and hath not their privy council as 
great, or a greater ſhare in the adminiſtration of public 
affairs? are not they ſubjects of the ſame King? does not 
the ſame ſun ſhine upon them? and have they not the 
lame God for their protector? am I a freeman in Eng · 
land, and do I become a /lave in fix hours by croſſing the 
channel? No wonder then if the boldeſt perſons were cau- 
tious to interpoſe in a matter already determined by the. 
whole voice of the nation; or to preſume to repreſent the 
repreſentatives of the kingdom; and were juſtly apprehen- 
five of meeting ſuch a treatment as they would deſerve at 
the next ſeſſion, It would ſeem very extraordinary, if 
an inferior court in England ſhould take a matter out of 
the hands of the high court of parliament during a proro- 
gation, and decide it againſt the opinion of both houſes. 

It happens however, that although no perſons were ſo 
bold as to go over as evidences to prove the truth of the 
objections made againſt this patent by the high court of 
parliament here, yet theſe objections ſtand good, not- 


withſtanding the anſwers made by Mr Wood and his 


council. 


The report ſays, that, upon an aſſay made of the fine- 
refs, nveight, and value of this copper, it exceeded in e- 
very article, This is poſhble enough in the pieces up- 
on which the aſay was made; but Wood mult have fail- 
ed very much in point of dexterity, if he had not taken 
: care 
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care to provide a ſufficient quantity of ſuch halſpence as 


would bear the trial; which he was well able to do; al- 
though they were taken out of ſeveral parcels ; ſince it is 


nov plain, that the bias of favour hath been wholly on his 
de. . eee 6 


But what need is there of diſputing, when we have 2 


F | poſitive demonſtration of Wood's fraudulent practices in 
wis point? I have ſeen a large quantity of thele half 
pence weighed by a very ſkilful perſon, which were of four 


different kinds, three of them conſiderably under weight. 


have now before me an exact computation of the differ- 


ence of weight between theſe four ſorts ; by which it ap- 
pears, that the fourth ſort, or the lighteſt, differs from the 


Z | firſt to a degree, that in the coinage of three hundred and 


fixty tons of copper the patenter will be a gainer, only by 
that difference, of twenty-four thouſand four hundred and 
ninety- four pounds; and in the whole the public will be a 
loſer of eighty-two thouſand one hundred and fixty-eight 
pounds ſixteen ſhillings, even ſuppoſing the metal in point 
of goodneſs to anſwer Wood's contract, and the ay that 
hath been made, which it infallibly doth not. For this 
point hath likewiſe been inquired into by very experienccd 
men; who, upon feveral trials on many of theſe halſpence, 
hare found them to be at leaſt one fourth part below the 
real value, not including the raps or counterfeits that he, 
or his accomplices, have already made of his 5wn coin, and 
ſcattered about. Now, the coinage of three hundred and 
ſixty tons of copper, coined by the weight of the fourth 
or lighteſt fort of his Halſpence, will amount to-one hun- 
dred twenty-two thouſand four hundred eighty- eight 
pounds fixteen ſhillings ; and, if we ſubtract a fourth part 
of the real value by the ba/e mixture in the metal, we muſt 
add to the public loſs one fourth part to-be ſubtracted from 
the intrinſic value of the copper; which in · three · hundred 
and ſixty tons amounts to ten thouſand and eighty pounds; 
and this, added to the former ſtim of eighty- two thouſand 
one hundred ſixty- eight pounds ſixteen ſhillings, will 
make in all ninety- two thouſand two hundred ferty-· eight 
pounds loſs to the public; beſides the raps or counterfeits 
that he may at any time hereafter think fit to coin. Nor 
do I know whether he reckons the droſ7 excluſive or int 
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clufive with his three hundred and ſixty tons of 


which however will make a conſiderable difference 1n 6 '| 


account, | 
| You will here pleaſe to obſerve, that the profit allowed 
to Wood by the patent is twelve pence out of every pound 


of copper valued at 1. 6d. whereas 5 d. only is allowed 


for coinage of a pound weight for the Engliſh ba//pence ; 
and this difference is almoſt 25 per cent. which is double 
to the higheſt exchange of money, even under all the ad- 
ditional preſſures and obſtructions to trade that this unhap- 
py kingdom lies at preſent. This one circumſtance, in the 
ceinage of three hundred and ſixty tons of copper, makes 
a difference of twenty-ſeven thouſand ſeven hundred and 
twenty pounds between Engliſh and Inſh halfpence ; even 
allowing thoſe of Wood to be all of the heavieſt ſort, _ 
It is likewiſe to be conſidered, that for every halfpenny 
in a pound weight, exceeding the number directed by the 
patent, Wood will be a gainer in the coinage of three hun- 
dred and ſixty tons of copper, fixteen hundred and eighty 
pounds profit more than the patent allows him ; out of 
which he may afford to make his comptrellers eaſy upon 
that article, | 
As to what is alledged, chat theſe bhalfpence far exceed 


the like coinage for Ireland in the reigns of this Majeſty's . | 


| predeceſſors ; there cannot well be a more exceptionable 
way of arguing, although the fact were true: which how- 
ever is altogether miſtaken, not by any fault in the commit- 
Fee, but by the fraud and impoſition of Wood, who cer- 
tainly produced the worlt patterns he could find; ſuch as 


were coined in ſmall ads by permiſſions to private 


men, as butchers halfpence, Halt -dogs, and others the 
Ike ; or perhaps the ſmall St Patrick's coin, which paſſeth 
now for a farthing, or at beſt ſome of the ſmalleſt — of 


the lateſt kind. For I have now by me halſpence coined in 


the year 1680 by virtue of the patent granted to my Lord 
Dartmouth, which was renewed to Knox, and they are 
heavier by a ninth part than thoſe of Wood, and of much 
better metal; and the great St Patrick's halſpence are yet 
larger than either. 

But what is all this to the preſent 3 if, under the 
e of * times, by wars, rebellions, and 

inſurrections, 
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iaſurrections, the kings of England were ſometimes for. 
= ccd to pay their armies here with mixed or baſe money? 
= God forbid that the neceſſities of turbulent times ſhould 
ve a precedent for times of peace, and order, and ſetile- 
vent. | 


In the patent above mentioned, granted to Lord Dart- 


mouth in the reign of King Charles II. and renewed to 
Knox, the ſecurities given in to the exchequer, obliging the 
atentee to receive his money back upon every demand, 
vere an effectual remedy againſt all inconveniencies : and 
| 4 the copper was coined in our kingdom ; ſo that we were in 


no danger to purchaſe it with the loſs of all our filver and 


5 gold carried over to another, nor to be at the trouble of 


going to England for the redreſſing any abuſe. 

That the kings of England have exerciſed their prero- 
gative of coining copper for Ireland and for England, is 
not the preſent queſtion: but, to ſpeak in the ſtyle of the 
report, it would ſeem à little extraordinary, ſuppoſing a 
king ſhould think fit to exerciſe his prerogative by coin- 
ing copper in Ireland to be current in England, without 


1 referring it to his officers in that kingdom to be informed, 


whether the grant were reaſonable, and whether the people 
deſired it or no, and without regard to the addrefles of his 
parliament againſt it. God forbid that fo mean a man as I 
ſhould meddle with the King's prerogative : but I have 
heard very wiſe men ſay, That the King's prerogative is 
bounded and limited by the good and wel/are of his people, 
I defire to know, whether it be not underſtood and avowed, 
that the good of Ireland was intended by this patent ? But 
Ireland is not conſulted at all in the matter; and, as ſoon 
as Ireland is informed of it, they declared againſt it: the 
two houſes of parliament and the privy council addreſs his 
Majeſty upon the miſchiefs apprehended by ſuch a patent; 
the privy council in England take the matter out of the 
parliament's cogniſance; the good of the kingdom is 
dropt; and it is now detgrmined, that Mr Wood ſhall 
have the power of ruining a whole nation for his private 

advantage. 7215 
I never can ſuppoſe, that ſuch patents as theſe were 
originally granted with a view of being a job for the in- 
tereſt of a particular perſon to the damage of the public, 
: Whatever 
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Whatever profit muſt ariſe to the patentee, was ſurely 
meant at beſt but as a ſecondary motive; and ſince ſome- 
body muſt be a gainer, the choice of the perſon was made 
either by favour or ſomething elſe, or by the pretence of 
merit and honeſty : this argument returns ſo often and fo 
ſtrongly into my head, that I cannot forbear frequently 
repeating it. Surely his Majeſty, when he conſented to 
the paſſing of this patent, conceived he was doing an act 
of grace to his moſt loyal ſubjects of Ireland, without any 
regard to Mr Wood, farther than as an i7/trument : but 
the people of Ireland think this patent (intended, no doubt, 
for their good) to be a moſt intolerable grievance ; and 
therefore Mr Wood can never ſucceed without an open- 
avowal, that his profit is preferred, not only before the 
intereſt, but the very ſafety and being of 2 great kingdom; 
and a kingdom diſtinguiſhed for its loyalty perhaps above 
all others upon earth; not turned from its duty by the 
Juriſcliction of the houſe of Lords aboliſhed at a ſtroke, by 
the hardſhips of the act of navigation newly inforced, by 
all poſſible obſiruttions in trade, and by a hundred other 
inſtances, enough to fill this paper; nor was there ever 
among us the leaſt attempt towards an inſurrection in fa- 
vour of the pretender. Therefore, whatever rg a 
Free people can claim, we have at leaſt an equal title to 
It with our brethren in England ; and whatever prace a 
good prince can beſtow on the moſt loyal ſubjeds, we have 
reaſon to expect it; neither has this kingdom any way de- 
ſerved to be ſacrificed to one | le, 1 obſcure, 
ignominious projector. p 
Among other clauſes mentioned i in this patent to ſhew 
how advantageous it 1s to Ireland, there is one which ſeems 
to be of a ſingular nature; that the patentee ſhall be 
obliged during his term 7o pay eight hundred pounds a-year 
to the crown, and two hundred pound: a-year to the compt- 
roller. I have heard indeed, that the King's council do 
always conſider in the paſſing of a patent, whether it will 
be of advantage to the crown; but I have likewife heard, 
that it is at the ſame time. conſidered, whether paſſing of 
it may be injurious to any other perſons or bodies: politic? 
However, although the attorney and ſolicitor be ſervants 
to the King, and therefore bound to conſult his Majeſty's 
intereſt ; 
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intereſt; yet I am under ſome doubt, whether eight hun- 
dred pounds a-year to the crown would be equivalent to 
the ruin of a kingdom. It would be far better for us to 
have paid eight thouſand pounds a-year into his Majeſty's 
coffers in the midſt of all our taxes, (which in proportion 
are greater in this kingdom than ever they were in England, 
eren during the war), than purchaſe ſuch an addition to 
the revenue at the price of our utter undoing. | 

But here it is plain, that fourteen thouſand pounds are 
to be paid by Wood only as a fall, circumſtantial 
charge for the purchaſe of his patent: what were his o- 
ther vi/ible coſts, I know not; and what were his latent, 
is variouſly coujectured; but he maſt be ſurely a man of 
ſome wonderful merit. Hath he ſaved any other kingdom 
at his own expenſe, to give him a title of reimburſing him- 
ſelf by the de/irudzion of ours? Hath he diſcovered the 
longitude, or the univerſal medicine? No; but he hath 
found the ph:/oſopher's tone after a new manner, by de- 
"= 5a/ing of copper, and reſolving to force it upon us for 
old. : | N 


When the two houſes repreſented to his Majeſty, that 


this patent to Wood was obtained in a clandeſtine man- 


ner, ſurely the committee could not think the parliament 
would inſinuate, that it had not paſſed in the common 
forms, and run through every office where fees and per- 
quiſites were due. They knew very well, that perſons in 
places were no enemies to grants; and that the officers of 
the crown could not be kept in the dark. But the late 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland * affirmed, it was a ſecret to 
him; and who will doubt of his veraczty, eſpecially when 
he ſwore to a perſon of quality, from whom I had it, that 
Ireland ſhould never be troubled with theſe halſpence. It 
was a /ecret to the people of Ireland, who were to be the 
only ſufferers ; and thoſe who beſt know the ſtate of the 
kingdom, and were moſt able to adviſe in ſuch an affair, 
were wholly ſtrangers to it. | 

It is allowed by the report, that this patent was paſſed 
without the knowledge of the chief governor, or officers of 
Ireland: and it is there elaborately ſhewn, that former 
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patents have paſſed in the ſame manner, and are good in 
law. I ſhall not diſpute the legality of patents, but am 


ready to ſuppoſe it in his Majeſty's power to grant a patent 


for ſtamping round bits of copper to every ſubject he hath. 


Therefore, to lay aſide the point of law, I would only put Wl 


the queſtion, whether in reaſon and juſtice it would not 


have been proper in an affair u 1 which the welfare of 2 


the kingdom depends, that the faid kingdom: ſhould have 
received timely notice; and the matter not be carried on 


between the patentec and the officers of the crown, who 
were to be the only gainers by it. 


The parliament, who in matters of this nature are the | 


moſt able and faithful counſellors, did repreſent this grant 
to be deſiructive of trade, and dangerous to the properties 


of the people: to which the only anſwer is, That the King 1 
bath a prerogative to make ſuch a grant. 74 
It is aſſerted, That in the patent to Knox his halfdence 4 


are made and declared the current coin of the kingdom ; ; 


whereas, in this to Wood there is only a power given to 
iſſue them to ſuch as will receive them. The authors of 
the report, I think, do not affirm, that the King can, bc 
law, declare any thing to be current money by his letters Wl 
patents. I dare ſay they will not affirm it; and if Knox s 
patent contained in it powers, contrary to law, why is it 
mentioned as a precedent in his Majeſty's 7a and merci- 
ful reign? But although. that clauſe be not in Wood's if 
patent, yet poſſibly there are others, the legality where- 
of may be equally donbted; and particularly that where- 2 
by 4 power is given ta William Wood to break. into houſer 
in ſearch of any coin made in imitation of his. This may 
perhaps be affirmed to be illegal and dangerous to the li- 
berty of the ſabje& ; yet this is a precedent taken from | 
Knox's patent, where the ſame power is granted; and is 


a ſtrong inſtance, what uſes may be ſometimes made of 


precedents. 


But although, before the paſſing of this patent, it was 
Bot thought neceſſary to conſult any perſons of this king- 
dom, or make the leaſt inquiry, whether copper money 


were wanting among us; yet now at length, when the 


matter is over, when the patent hath long paſſed, when 


Wood hath already gained ſeventeen thouſand pounds, 


and 
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and hath his tools and implements prepared to coin fx 


times as much more, the committee hath been pleaſed to 


make this affair the ſubject of inquiry; Wood is permit- 


ted to produce his evidences, which conſiſt, as I have al- 
ready obſerved, of four in number, whereof Coleby, 


B——, and Mr Finley the banker, are three. And theſe 
were to prove, that' copper money was extremely wanted 
in Ireland. The firſt had been out of the kingdom al- 
moſt twenty years, from the time that he was tried for 
robbing the treaſury ; and therefore his &rowledge and 
credibility are equal. Mr Finley, one of the other wit- 


neſſes, honeſtly confeſſed, that he was ignorant whether 


Ireland wanted copper money or no; but his whole inten- 
tion was to buy a certàin quantity from Wood at a large 
diſcount, and ſell them as well as he could ; by which he 
hoped to get two or three thouſand pounds for himſelf. 
But ſappoſe there were not one ſingle halfpenny of cop- 


per coin in this whole kingdom, (which Mr Wood ſeems 
co intend, unleſs we come to his terms, as appears by em- 


ploying his emiſfaries to buy up our old ones at a penny in 
the ſhilling more than they paſs for), it could not be any 
real evil to us, although it might be ſome inconvenience. 
We have many ſorts of ſmall ſilver coins to which they are 
ſtrangers in England; ſuch as the French #hreepences, four 
pence balſpennies, and eightpence farthings, the Scotch 


= fopences and tenpences, beſides their twentypences and 


three and four pences, by which we are able to make 


change to a halfpenny of almoſt any piece of gold or ſil- 


ver; and if we are driven to the expedient of a ſealed 
card with the little gold and ſilver ſtill remaining, it will, 
I ſuppoſe, be ſomewhat better than to have nothing left 
but Wood's adulterated copper, which he is neither ohli- 
ged by his patent, nor H1THERTO able by his e/tate to 
make good. 

The report farther tells us, it muſt be admitted, that 
letters patents, under the great feal of Great Britain, for 
coining copper-money for Ireland, are legal and «bligatory, 
a juſt and reaſenable exerciſe of bis Majeſty's royal pre- 
rogative, and in no manner derogatory, or invaſive of any 
liberty or privilege of his ſuhjects of Ireland. Firſt, we 
deſire to know, why his Majeſty's prerogative might not 

have 
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have been as well aſſerted by paſting this patent in Ireland, 
and ſubjecting the ſeveral conditions of the contract to 


the inſpection of thoſe who are only concerned, as was 
formerly done in the only precedents for patents granted 


for coining in this kingdom, ſince the mixed money in Queen 


Eliſabeth's time during the difficulties of a rebellion : 


_ Whereas now, upon the greateſt impoſition that can poili- i 
bly be practiſed, we. muſt go to England with our com- E | 
plaints ; where it hath been for ſome time the faſhion to | 


think, and to affirm, that we cannot be tos hardly uſed. 
Again, the report lays, that ſuch patents are ey 


Aker long thinking, I am not able to find out, what can poſſi- 
bly be meant here by this word obligatory. The patent of 
Wood neither cbligeth him to utter his coin, nor us to take | 
it; or if it did the latter, it would be ſo far void, be- 
cauſe no patent can oblige the ſubject againſt law; unleſs 
an illegal patent paſſed in one kingdom, can 2 bind anather; i 


and not itſelf. 


L“äaſtly, it is added, that /uch patents. are in no manner 1 
derogatory, or invaſive of any liberty or pri vilege of the 
King's ſubjects of Ireland. If this propoſition be true, 


as it is here laid down, without any limitation either ex- 
preſſed or implied, it muſt follow, that a king of England 
may at any time coin copper money for Ireland, and oblige 
his ſubjects here to take a piece of copper under the value 
of half a farthing for half a crown, as was practiſed by 
the late King James; and even without that arbitrary 
Prince's excuſe from the neceſſity and exigencies of his af- 
fairs. If this be in no manner derogatory, nor invaſive of 
any liberties or privileges of the ſubjeds of Ireland, it 
ought to have been expreſſed what our /zbertjes and prove” 
 leges are, and whether we have any at all; for in ſpecify- 
ing the word Ireland, inſtead of ſaying his NMajeſhs fub- 
Jedts, it would ſeem to inſinuate, that we are not upon the 
ſame foot 'with our fellow:{ubjefts in England; which, 
however the practice may have been, I hope will never be 
directly aſſerted; for 1 do not underſtand that Poining's 
act deprived us of our liberty, but only changed the man- 
ner of paſſing laws here (which however was a power moſt 
indirectly obtained), by leaving the negative to the two hou- 
4 of parliament. But waving all. controverſies lait 
p Tis 
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| the 6 no perſon, I believe, was ever yet ſo bold 

as to affirm, that the people of Ireland have not the ſame 

title to the benefits of the common lau with the reſt. of 

his Majeſty's ſubjects; and therefore, whatever liberties or 
privileges the people of England enjoy by common law, | 
we of Ireland have the ſame; ſo that, in my humble opi- 
nion, the word Treland ſtanding i in that propoſition was, in 
the mildeſt interpretation, a laßſe of the pen. 

The report farther aſſerts, that he precedents are mas 
ay, wherein caſes of great importance to Ireland, and _ 
 evhich immediately affected the intereſts of that kingdom, 
fuch gs warrants, orders, and directiant by the authority of 


the King and his predeceſſors, have been iſſued under the 
e royal fun- manual without any previaus reference or ad- 
- vice of his Majeſty's officers of Ireland, which have al- 
ls | eways had their due force, and have been punctually com- 
7 


plied auith, and obeyed. It may be fo, and I am _ 
ſorry for it; becauſe it may prove an eternal ſource of d 
content. However, among all theſe precedents, there 1s 


he | not one of a patent for coining money for Ireland, 

e, There is nothing hath perplexed me more than this doe- 
x- WF trine of precedents. If a job is to be done, and upon 
nd Wh ſearching records you ſind it hath been done before, there 
ge will not want a lawyer to juſtify the Iegality of it by pro- 
ue ducing his precedents, without ever conſidering the mo- 
by tives and circumſtances that firſt introduced them; the ne- 
ry ceſlity, or turbulence, or iniquity of times; the, corrup- 
af- tions of miniſters, or the arbitrary diſpoſition of the prince 
of then reigning. And I have been told by perſons eminent 
. in the law, that the worſt actions which human nature is 
vi- capable of, may be jultified by the ſame doctrine. Ho 
5 the firſt precedents began of determining caſes of the high- 
. 


eſt importance to Ireland, and immediately affecting its in- 
tereſts, without any previous reference ar advice to the 
King's officers here, may ſoon be accounted for. Before 
this kingdom was entirely reduced by the ſubmiſſion of 
1g 5 Tyrone in the laſt year of Queen Eliſabeth's xeign, there 
au- was a period of four hundred years, which was a various 
ſcene of war and peace between the Engliſh pale and the 
Inſh natives; and the government of that part of this i- ws. 


8.70 fland, which lay in the hu | 3 was in many things 
the vor. 1. E r 
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under the immediate adminiſtration of the King: ſilver 


and copper were often coined here among us; and once 
at leaſt upon great neceſlity a mixed or baſe metal was ſent 


from England. The reign of King James I. was employ- 
ed in ſettling the kingdom after Tyrone's rebellion ; and 


this nation flouriſhed extremely till the time of the maſ- 
facre, 1641. In that difficult juncture of affairs the 


nobility and gary coined ther own plate here in Du- 


blin. 


By all that I can Siſtine, the copper coin of Ireland, 
for three hundred years paſt, conſiſted of ſmall pence and 
halfpence; which particular men had licence to coin, and | 


were current only within certain towns and diſtricts, ac- 
cording to the perſonal credit of the owner who uttered 


them, and was bound to receive them again; whereof I 
have ſeen many ſorts ; neither have I heard of any patent 
granted for coining copper for Ireland, till the reign. of 
King Charles II. which was in the year 1680, to-George 
Legge, Lord Dartmouth; and renewed by King James II. 
in the firſt year of his reign (1680) to John Knox. Both 
patents were paſſed in Ireland; and in both the patentees 
were bound to receive their coin again from any that would 
offer them twenty ſhillings of i it, for which ry were ob- 


liged to pay gold or ſilrer. 


The patents both of Lord Dartmouth and Knox were 
referred to the Attorney-General here, and a report made 
accordingly ; and both, as I have already ſaid, were paſ[- 
ed in this kingdam. Knox had only a patent for the re- 
mainder of the term granted to Lord Dartmouth; the pa- 
tent expired in 1701, and upon a petition by Roger Moor 
to have it renewed, the matter was referred hither; and 
upon the report of the Attorney and Solicitor, that it was 
not for his Majeſty's ſervice; or the intereſt of the nation, 
to have it renewed, it. was rejected by King William, It 
ſhould therefore ſeem very extraordinary, that a patent for 
coining copper halfpence, intended and profeſſed for the | 
good of the kingdom, ſhould be paſſed without once con- 


ſulting that kingdom, for the ek of which it is declared 


to be intended; and this upon the application of a poor, 
private, obſcure mechanic ; and a patent of ſuch a nature, 


| cans as ſoon as ever the 2 a is informed of its being 


f 
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paſſed, they cry out unanimouſly againſt it as ruinour and 
geſtructive. The repreſentatives of the nation in parlia- 
ment, and the privy council, addreſs the King to have it 
recalled; yet the patentee, ſuch a one as I have defcrir 
bed, ſhall prevail to have this patent approved; and his 
private intereſt ſhall weigh down the application of a whole 
kingdom. St Paul ſays, All things are lawful, but all 
things are not expedient, We are anſwered, that this pa- 
tent is lacuful: but is it expedient ? We read, that the 
high prieft ſaid, It was expedient that one man ſhould die 

| for the people; and this was a moſt wicked propoſition -; 
but that a whole nation ſhould die for one man, was ne: 
ver heard of before. | | 

But becauſe much weight is laid on the. precedents of 
other patents for coining copper for Ireland, I will ict this 
| matter in as clear a light as I can. Whoever hath read the 
report, will be apt to think, that a dozen precedents at 
leaſt could be produced of copper coined for Ireland by 

virtue of patents paſſed in England; and that the coinage 
vas there too; whereas I am confident, there cannot be 

one precedent ſhewn of a patent paſſed in England for 
coining copper for Ireland for above an hundred years paſt 3 
and if there were any before, it muſt be in times of con- 
fuſion. The only. patents E could ever hear of, are thoſe 
already mentioned to Lord Dartmouth and Knox, the for- 
mer in 1680, and the latter in 1685. Now, let us com- 
| pare theſe patents with that granted to Wood, Firſt, the 
patent to Knox, which was under the {ame conditions as. 
that granted to Lord Dartmouth, was paſſed in Irelard; 
the government and the attorney and ſolicitor general ma- 
king report, that it would be uſeful to this kingdom. 

The patent was paſſed with the advice of the Ling coun- 
cil here; the patentee was obliged to receive his coin 
from thoſe who thought themſelves ſurcharged, and to 
give gold and ſilver for it. Laſtly, the patente was to 
pay only 16 J. 13 J. 4 d. per annum to the crown. Then, 
as to the execution of that patent; firſt, I find the 4. 
pence were milled, which, as it is of great uſe to prevent 
counterfeits, (and therefore induſtriouſly | avoided by 
Wood), ſo it was an addition to the charge of coinage. 
And as for the weight and goodneſs of the metal, I have 
E 2 ſeveral 
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ſeveral halſpence now by me, many of which weigh a 
ninth part more than thoſe coined by Wood ; and bear 


the fire and hammer a preat deal better, and, which 1s 
no trifle, the impreſſion is fairer and deeper. I grant in- 


deed, that many of the latter coinage yield in weight to q | 
ſome of Wood's, by a fraud natural to ſuch patentees ; 
but not ſo immediately after the grant, and before the coin Wl 


grew current; for in this circumſtance Mr Wood maſt ſerre 
fora preceilent i in future times, | 

Let us now examine this new patent ae to William | 
Wood. It paſſed upon very falſe ſuggeſtions of his own I 
and of a few confederates : it paſſed in England without 
the leaſt reference hither ; it paſſed unknown to the very 
Lord Lieutenant, then in England. Wood is impowered to 
coin one hundred and eight thouſand pounds, and all the 
officers in the kingdom (civil and military) are communded 
in the report to counfenance and aſſiſt bim. Knox had on- 
ly power to utter what he would take, and was obliged 70 


receive his coin back again at our demand, and to enter 


into ſecurity for ſo doing. Wood's halfpence are not ni/- 
ed, and therefore more eaſily: counterfeited by 4//elf, 


as well as by others. Wood pays a thouſand pounds per 1 


annum for fourteen years: Knox paid only ſixteen pounds 
thirteen ſhillings and four pence per annum fon tw emp 2 
years. 

It was the report, that ſet me the example of making a 
compariſon between thoſe two patents, wherein the commit- 
zee was groſsly miſled by the falſe repreſentation of William 
Wood; as it was by another affertion, that ſeven hundred 
tons of copper were coined during the twenty-one years of 
Lord Dartmouth's and Knox's patents. Such a quantity of 
copper at the rate of two ſhillings and eight pence per pound 
would amount to about an hundred and ninety thouſand 
pounds; which was very near as much as the current caſh 
of the kingdom i in thoſe days; yet, during that period, Ire- 
land was never known to have too much copper coin; and 
for ſeveral years there was no coining at all beſides, I am 
aſſured, that, upon inquiring, into the cuſtomhouſe-books, 
all the copper imported into this kingdom from 1683 to 
1692, which includes eighty years of the twenty-one (be- 
ſides one on allowed for the troubles) did not * 

arty* 
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WW forty-ſeven tons. And we cannot ſuppoſe even that ſmall 
quantity to have been wholly applied to coinage ; ſo that 
l believe there was never any compariſon more unluckily 
made, or ſo deſtructive of the deſign fer which it was pro- 
J3)he gſalmiſi reckons it an effect of God's anger, when 
he ſelleth his people for nought, and tak#th no money for 
them. That we have greatly offended: God by the wicked- - 
neſs of our lives, is not to be diſputed; but our King we 
have not offended in word or deed; and although he be 
God's vicegerent upon earth, he will not puniſh us for any 
offences, except thoſe we ſhall commit againſt his legal au- 
thority, his ſacred perſon (which. God preſerve), or the 
laws of the land. Ra 
The report is very profuſe in arguments, that Ireland is 
in great want of copper money. Who were the witneſſes to 
prove it, hath been ſhewn' already: but, in the name of 
== God, who are io be judge: Does not the nation beſt 
= know its own: wants? Both houſes: of parliament, the 
8 -/rivy council, and the whole body of the people, declare 
the contrary. Or, let the wants be what they will, we 
deſire they may not be ſupplied by Mu Wood: we knoẽw- 
our own. wants but too well!; they are many, and grie- 
vous to be borne, but quite of another kind. Let England 
be ſatisſied: as things go, they will in a ſhort time have 
all our gold and ſilver, and may keep their adulterate 
copper at home, for we are determined not to purchaſe 
it with our manufactures, which Wood hath graciouſly - 
offered to accept. Our wars are not fo bad by a hun- 
dredth part as the method he hath taken to ſupply them. 
He hath. already tried his faculty in. New England; and 
I hope he will meet at leaſt with an egaal reception here; 
what that was, I leave to Public intelligence. I am ſup- 
poſing a wild caſe ; that if there ſhould. be any perſon al- 
ready receiving a monſtrous penſion out of this kingdom, 
who was inſtrumental in procuring: the patent, they bave 
either not well conſulted their own intereſts, or Wood 
muſt put more droſs into his copper, and ſtill diminiſſi its - 
wegdtc:: 5:4 4) | | | ; 
Upon Wood's complaint, that the-officers of the King's - 
revenue here had already given ordets to all the inferior 
| E 3 "OA officers 
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officers not to receive any of his coin; the report ſays, 
that this cannot but be looked upon as a very extraordinary 
proceeding, and contrary to the powers given in the pa- 
tent, The committee ſay, they cannot adviſe his Ma- 
Jeſty to give directions to the officers of the revenue here, 
not to receive or utter any of the ſaid coin, as hath been 
deſired in the addreſſes of both houſes ; but, on the con- 
| traty, they think it both juſt and reaſonable, that the 
King ſhould immediately give orders to the commiſſioners of 
' the revenue, Oc. to revoke all orders, &. that may have 
been given by them to hinder or obſtrud the receiving the 
Jaid coin, And accordingly, we are told, ſuch orders are 
arrived. Now, this was a caſt of Wood's politics; for his 
information was wholly falſe and groundleſs, which he 
knew very well; and that the commiſſioners of the-reve- 
nue here were all, except one, ſent us from England, and 
love their employments too well to have taken ſuch a ſtep: 
but Wood was wiſe enough to conſider, that ſuch orders 
of revocation would be an open declaration of the crown 
in his favour, would put the government here under a dif- 
ficulty, would make a noiſe, and poſſibly create ſome ter- 
ror in the poor people of Ireland. And one great point 
- He hath gained, that although any orders of revocation 
will be needleſs, yet a new order is to be ſem (and per- 
haps is already here) to the commiſſioners of the revenue, 
and all the King's officers in Ireland, that Wood's hal/- 
pence be ſuffered and permitted, without any let, ſuit, 
trouble, moleſtation, or denial of any of the King's offi- 
cers or miniſters whatſoever, to paſs, and be received as 
current money by fuch as ſhall be willing to receive them. 
In this order there is no exception; and therefore, as far 
as I can judge, it includes all officers, both civil and mi- 
litary, from th Lord High Chancellor to a juſtice of peace, 
and from the general to an en/ign ; ſo that Wood's pro- 
ject is not likely to fail for want of managers enough. For 
my own part, as things ſtand, I have but little regret to 
find myſelf out of the number; and therefore I ſhall con- 
tinue in all humility to exhort and warn my fellow-ſubjes 
never to receive or utter this coin, which will reduce the 
kingdom to beggary by much quicker and larger ſieps 
than have hitherto been taken. 2333457 
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But it is needleſs to argue any longer. The matter is 
come to an iſſue. His Majeſty, purſuant io the law, hath 
left the feld open between Wood and the kingdom of 

; | Ireland; Wood hath liberty to offer his coin, and we 
bl. have /aww, reaſon, liberty, and neceſſity to. refuſe it. A 


knaviſh jockey may ride an old foundered jade about the 


market, but none are obliged to buy it. E hope the words 


0 
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to w 


WS though I am as loyal a ſubject as himſe 
and thereupon ſeizes my cloth, leaving me the price in 
is odious copper, and bids me take my remedy : In this 
= caſe I ſhall hardly be brought to think, that I am J 10 
ay own will, I ſhall therefore, on ſuch occaſions, firſt 


roluntary, and willing to receive it, will be underſtood = 


and applied in their true natural meaning, as commonly un- 
derſtood by Proteſtants. For if a flerce captain comes to 
my ſhop to buy ſix yards of ſcarlet cloth, followed by a 


| porter laden with a ſack of Wood's coin upon his ſhoul- 


ders; if we are agreed about the price, and my ſcarlet 
lies ready cut upon the counter; if he then gives me the 
word of command to receive my money in Wood's: coin, 
and calls me a diſafſeed Facobite ag for refuſing it, (al 

If, and without hire q, 


order the porter aforeſaid to go off with his pack; and 
then ſee the money in filver and gold in my poſſeſſion 
before I cut or meaſure my cloth. But if a common. ſol. 
dier drinks his pot firſt, and then offers payment in Wood's 
halfpenee, the landlady may be under ſome difficulty; for 
if ſhe complains to his captain or enſign, they are likewiſe 
officers included in this general order for encouraging theſe 
halfpence to paſs as current money. If ſhe goes to a Ju- 


ſlice of peace, he is alſo an officer,” to whom this general 


order is directed. I do therefore adviſe her to follow my 
practice, which I have already begun, and be paid for her 
goods before ſhe parts with them. However, 1 ſhould 
have been content, for ſome reaſons, that the military gen- 
tlemen had been excepted by name; becauſe I have heard 
e 2 that their diſcipline is beſt conſined within their own 
iſtrict. 3 9 TTT . {171 
His Majeſty, in the concluſion of his anſwer to the ad- 
dreſs of the houſe of Lords againſt ood's Wcoin, is plea- 
ſed to ſay, that be will doevery thing in his power to tb 
ſatisfattion of his peopte, It ſhould ſeem therefore, * 
RO, , f e 
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the recalling the patent is not to be underſtood as a thing 


in bit priver. But however, fince the law doth not ob- 


lige us to receive this coin, and conſequently the patent 
leaves it to our voluntary: choice, there is nothing remain- 


ing to preſerve us from ruin, but that the whole kingdom 
ſhould continue in a firm, determinate reſolution never to 


receive or utter this fatal coin. After which, let the of 


feeers, to whom theſe orders are directed, (I would wil- 


lingly except the uilitary }, come with their exhortations, 
their arguments, and their e/ogaence, to perſuade us to find 
our intereft in our undoing. Let Wood and his accompli- 
ces travel about the country with cart-loads of their aware, 


and ſee who will take it off their hands; there will be vo. 
fear of his being ted; for a bighwayman would ſcorn 
to toueh it. 
IM * am only in pain bbw the dere of the ending 1 

practi ronment in this juncture; becauſe, I am told; they 
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lige by act of parliament- to take nothing but gold | 42 
— filver in payment for his Majeſty's caſtoms : and 1 
think they cannot juſtly offer this coinage of Mr Wood 


to others, unleſs the 3. wn will _—_ cont ent to n it them 


ſelves. Hd © 
The ſum of the Abele is bist The e FR aßen 
the King to ferid inimedrate' order r to ali bis officers. here, 


that Wood's coin be ſuffered! and permitted without any 


ler, ſuit, trouble, &c. to paſt, and to. be received as 
current money. by' ſuch” as ſhall be willing to receive the 
fame. ' It is probable, that the firſt avi//ing receivers 
may be thofe who muſt receive. it whether they will or 
no, at leaſt under the penalty of lofing am office. But 
the landed undepending men, the mercharits, the Pop- 
Keepers, and bulk of the people, I hope, and am almoſt 


confident, will never receive it. What muſt the conſe- 


quence be? the owners will ſel] it for as much as they 
cats get, Wood's Halſpence will come to be offered for 
fix a penny, (yet then be will be a ſufficient gainer), and 
the neceſſary receivers will be loſers of two thirds in their 
ſalaries or ph. 

This puts me in mini ofa * * 1 uus told many years 
ago in England. At a quarterſeſhon in Leiceſter the 
Jefticey had 3 decreed to take vs a balſperny in a 
Wart 
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quart from the price of ale. One of them, who came in 
after the thing was determined, being informed of what 
had paſſed, faid thus: Gentlemen, you have made an or- 
der, that ale ſhould be ſold in our county for three half 
pence a-quart ; I defire you will now make another to ap- 


| 7 point who muſt drink it: for by G— 7 will nul. 


I muſt beg leave to caution your Lord/hips and Mor- 


85 4 /hips in one particular, Wood hath graciouſſy promiſed 


to /oad us at preſent only with forty thouſand pounds of 
his coin, until the exigencies of the kingdom require the 
f. I intreat you will never ſuffer Mr Wood to be a 
judge of your exigezcies, While there is one piece of //- 
ver or gold left in the kingdom, he will call it an exigency. 
He will double his preſent quantum by ſtealth as ſoon as 
he can; he will pour his own raps and counterfeits upon 
us; France and Holland will do the ſame; nor will our 
own coiners at home be behind them: to confirm which, I 
have now in my pocket a-rap, or counterfeit halfpenny, in 
imitation of his; but ſo ill performed, that in my co 
ſcience 1 believe it is not of his coining. RY 
I muſt now deſire your Lord/hips and Worſhips, that 
you will give great allowance for this long undigeſted pa- 
per. I find myſelf to have gone into ſeveral repetitions, 
= which were the effects of haſte, while new thoughts fell in 
to add ſomething to what I had ſaid before. I think I may 
affirm, that I have fully anſwered every paragraph in the 
report; which, although it be not unartfully drawn, and is 
perfectly in the ſpirit of a pleader, who can find the moſt 
plauſible topics in behalf of his client, yet there was no 
great ſkill required to detect the many miſtakes contained 
in it; which however are by no means to be charged upon 
the Right Honourable committee, but upon the molt falſe, 
impudent, and fraudulent repreſentations of Wood and 
his accomplices. I deſire one particular may dwell upon 
your minds, although I have mentioned it more than once; 
that after all the weight laid upon precedents, there is not 
one produced in the whole report of a patent for coinng 
copper in England to paſs in Ireland; and only two pa- 
tents referred to, (for indeed there were no more), which 
were both paſſed in Ireland, by references to the King's 
council here, both leſs advantageous to the coiner than _ 
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of Wood; and in both, , ſecurities given to receive the coin 

— at every call, and give gold and filver in lieu of it. This 
__ demonſtrates the moſt flagrant falſehood and impudence of 
Wood, by which he would endeavour to make the Right 
Honourable committee his inſtruments, (for his own il- | 
legal and exorbitant gain), to ruin a kingdom which has 
deſerved guite different treatment. | 
I am very ſenſible, that ſuch a work as I have underta» 
1 ken might have worthily employed a much better pen: 
but when a houſe is attempted to be robbed, it often 
happens that the weakeſt in the family runs firſt to ſtop the 
door. All the aſſiſtance I had, were ſome informations 
from an eminent perſon: whereof I am afraid I have 
ſpoiled a few by endeavouring to make them of a piece 
with my own productions, and the reſt I was not able to 
manage: I was in the caſe of David, who could not move 
in the armour of Saul; and therefore I rather choſe to 
attack this uncircumciſed Philiſtine (Wood I mean) with a 
Ming and a ſtone. And I may ſay for Wood's honour, as a 
well as my own, that he refine: Goliath in many circum- 
ſtances very applicable to the preſent purpoſe: for Goliath 
had à helmet of braſs upon his head, and he was armed p 
with a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat was five 
thouſand ſhehels of braſs , and he had greaves of braſs up- 
on his legs, and a target of braſs between his ſhoulders, 
In ſhort, he was like Mr Wood, all over braſs, and he 
defied the armies of the living God. Goliath's condi- 
tions of combat were likewiſe the ſame with thoſe of 
Wood : if he prevail againſt us, then ſhall we be his 
ſervants. But if it happens that 1 prevail over him, I 
renounce the other part of the condition ; he ſhall never 
be a ſervant of mine; for I do not think him fit to be 
truſted in any honeſt man's ſhop. 

I will conclude with my humble deſire and TE E 
I made in my ſecond letter, that your Lordſhips and Wor- 
ſhips would pleaſe to order a declaration to be drawn up, 
expreſſing in the ſtrongeſt terms your reſolutions never to 
receive orutter any of Wood's halfpence or farthings; and 
15 8 Pe tenants to receive them : that the {aid de- 

 claration. 
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claration may be ſigned by as many perſons as poſkble , 
who have eſtates in this kingdom, and be ſent down to 
your ſeveral tenants aforeſaid; : 

And if the dread of Wood's halfpence ſhould continue 
uotil next quarter ſeſioms, which 1 hope it will not, the 
[gentlemen of every county will then have a fair op- 
portunity of declaring * chem with n and 
| Zeal, c | 
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Jam, ais th gat ne, 
{7 May it ee your Lordſhips ah W, ſhip ), 
Tour of dutifal and 
obedient fervant, 


Aug. 25. 1724. 


M. B. 


A declaration purſuant to this re zueſt was ſigned foon af 
ter by the moſt conſiderable perſons of the kingdom, which was 
eee We and of great ue. 
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LETTER IV. 


To the whole Prora of [2zLAnD. 


50 dear Countrymen, 


Aviog ey written three LET T ERS upon ſo all YL 

agreeable a ſubject as Mr Wood and his hal/þence, 
I conceived my taſk was at an end; but I find that cordials 
muſt be frequently applied to weak conſtitutions, political 
as well as natural. A people long uſed to hardſhips loſe 
by degrees the very notions of liberty: they look upon 
themſelves as creatures at mercy, and that all impoſitions 
laid on them by a ſtronger hand are, in the phraſe of the 


report, legal and obligatory. Hence proceed that poverty Wl 


and /owne/s.of ſpirit, to which a kingdom may be ſubject, 


as well as a particular perſon. And when Eſau came = 
fainting from the field at the point to die, it is no wonder 


that he ſold his b:rth-right for a meſs of pottage. 

I thought 1 had ſufficiently ſhewn to all who could want 
inſtruction, by what methods they might ach proceed, 
whenever this coin ſhould be offered to them: and I be- 
lieve, there hath not been for many ages an example of 
any kingdom fo firmly united in a point of great importance, 
as this of ours is at preſent againſt that deteſtable fraud, 
But however, it ſo happens, that ſome weak people begin 
to be alarmed anew by rumours induſtriouſly ſpread. Wood 
preſcribes to the news-mongers in London what they are to 
write. In one of their papers publiſhed here by ſome ob- 
ſcure printer, (and certainly with a bad deſi gn), we are 
told, that the Papifts in Ireland have entered into an af- 
fociation againſt his coin : although it be notoriouſly known, 
that they never once offered to ſtir in the matter; ſo that 
the two houſes of parliament, the privy council. the great 
numbers of corporations, the Lord Mayor and aldermen of 
Dublin, the grand juries, and principal gentlemen of ſe- 
veral counties, are ſtigmatized in a lump under he name 


of . _ 
This 
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W This impoſtor and his crew do likewiſe give out, that by 


. eſaſing to receive his droſs for Sterling, we diſpute the 


= King's prerogative, are grown ripe for rebellion, and 
teach to ſhake off the dependency of Ireland upon the crown 


;IJ 4 of England. To countenance which reports he hath pu- 


45 J bliſned a paragraph in another news- paper to let us know, 


that rhe Lord Lieutenant is ordered to come over immedi- 
ately to ſettle his halſpen cee 


* 


I intreat you, my dear countrymen, not to be under the 


= 


eat concern upon theſe, and the like rumours, which are 


no more than the laſt howls ef a dog diſſected alive, as I 
hope he hath ſufficiently been. Theſe calumnies are the 
only reſerve that is left him, For ſurely our continued and 


ſtion, for not ſuffering ourſelves to be robbed of all that we 


have by one obſcure iroumongerr. 


MM 


in the laws have not interpoſed ; ſo they can make war 


4 * 


As to diſputing the Ki 


19s prerogative, give me leave to 


= explain to thoſe who are ignorant, what the meaning of 


that word, prerogative, is. 


. 


The kings of theſe realms enjoy ſeveral powers, where - 


and peace without the conſent of parliament, and this is 
a very great prerogative : but if the parliament doth not 
approve of the war, the King -muſt bear the charge of it 
out of his own purſe ; and this is as great a check on the 
crown. So the King hath a prerogative to coin money 

without conſent of parliament : but he cannot compel the 
ſubje& to take that money, except it be Sterling, gold or 


ſilver; becauſe herein he is limited by law. Some princes 


have indeed extended their prerogative farther than the 
law allowed them: wherein however the lawyers of ſuc- 
ceeding ages, as fond as they are of precedents, have ne- 
ver dared to juſtify them. But, to ſay the truth, it is on- 
ly of late times that prerogative hath been fixed and aſ- 
certained. For whoever reads the hiſtory of England will 
find, that ſome former kings, and thoſe none of the worſt, 
have upon ſeveral occaſions ventured to control the laws, 


wich very little ceremony or ſcruple, even later than the 


days of Queen Eliſabeth. In her reign, that pernicious 
counſel of ſending baſe money hither very narrowly failed 
of lofing the kingdom; being complained of by the Lord - - 
Th F Deputy, 


"uy 
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Deputy, the council, and the whole body of the Engliſh 
here: ſo that, ſoon after her death, it was recalled by her 
ſucceſſor, and Jawful money paid in exchange. 

Haring thus given you ſome notion of what is meant by 
the King's prerogative, as far as a tradeſman can be 
thought capable of explaining it, I will only add the opi- 
nion of the great Lord Bacon, that as Gon governs the 
world by the ſettled laws of nature, which be bath 
made, and never tranſcends, thoſe laws but upon high, 
important occaſions : fo, among earthly princes, thoſe 
ere the wiſeſt and the beſt, who govern by the known 
laws of the country, and ſeldomeſt make uſe of their 
prerogative, 

Now here you- may fee, that the vile accuſation of 
Wood and his accomplices, charging us with, diſputizg 
the King's prerogative by refuſing his brafs, can have no 
place; becauſe compelling the ſubject to take any coin, 
which is not Sterling, is no part of the King's preroga- 
tive; and I am very confident, if it were ſo, we 
be the laſt of his people to diſpute it, as well from that 
inviolable loyalty we have always paid to his Majeſty, as 
from the treatment we might in ſuch a caſe juſtly expect 
| from ſome who ſeem to think we have neither common 
ſenſe, nor common |ſenſes. But, God be thanked, the 
beit of them are only our fe//ow-ſubjeds, and not our 
maſters. One great merit Lam ſure we have, which thoſe 
of Engliſh birth can have no pretence to, that our ance- 
ftors reduced this kingdom to the obedience of EncLanD; 
for which we have been rewarded with a worſe climate, 
the privilege of being governed by laws to which, we. do 
not conſent, a ruined trade, a houſe of Peers without Ju- 
riſdiction, almoſt an incapacity for all emrlopmentz and 
the dread of Wood's halfpence. i 

But we are ſo far from diſputing the King 8 prerogative 
| in coining, that we own he hath power to give a patent to 
any man for ſetting his royal image and ſuperſcription upon 
- whatever materials he pleaſes; and liberty to the patent 
to offer them in any country from England to japan, 7 
attended with one ſmall W ** 70 bady alive 15 
obliged to tale them. Fa 

Upon theſe conſiderations 1 was ever againſt al recoule 

| to 
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DET for a heehelly againſt the preſent impending evil; 
eſpecially when I obſerved, that the addreſſes of bot h 
houſes after long expectance produced nothing but a RE- 
PORT altogether in favour of Wood; upon which 1 made 
fome obſervations in a former letter, and might at leaſt 
have made as many more; 1 oY Peer, of as 0 mms 
2 nature as I ever beheld. 

But 1 nũſtake: for before this bord d ba 
Majeſty's moſ? gracious anſwer to the houſe of Lords was 
t over, and printed; wherein are theſe words, grant- 


ing the patent for coining halfpence and farthings, 


KGREEABE E ro THE PRACTICE OF HIS ROYAL PRE · 


pes $OR8, Te, That King Charles II. and King James II. 


(any THEY ONLY) did graft parents for this pur- 
poſe, is indiſputable, and I have ſhewn ir at large. Their 
patents were paſſed under the great ſeal of Ireland, by 
references to Ireland, the copper to be coined in Ireland; 
the patentee was bound on demand to receive his coin 
dack in Ireland, and pay ſilver and gold in return. Wood's: 
patent was made under the great ſeal of England, the 
braſs coined in England, not the leaſt reference made ro. 


| keland; the ſum thnienfe, and the patemee under no 


obligation to: receive it again, and give good money for it. 
This I only mention, becauſe in my private thoughts I 
have ſometimes made a query, whether the penner of 
thoſe- words. in his Majeſty's meſt gratious anſwer, 
AGREEABLE TO THE PRACTICE OF HIS ROYAL PRE=- 
DEecESSORs, had maturely conſidered the ſeveral circum- 


i ſtances, AREA MIO rien Feem es make a differ 


n 

Let me now ſoy ſomethivg concerning the other great 
cauſe of ſome people's fear, as Wood has taught the 
London news-writer to expreſs it, that his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant is coming over to ſettle Wood's Bal fz 
pence... | 

We know very well, that the Lords Lieutenants for ſe- 
veral years paſt have not thought this kingdom wv9r7hy 
the honour of their reſidence, longer than was abſolutely 
neceſſary for the King's balineſs ; ; which 9 


* Sec the note at the wa of. this letter. 
F 2. evarted. 
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wanted no ſpeed-in the diſpatch, And therefore it na- 
turally fell into moſt mens thoughts, that a new governor, 
coming at an znuſual time, muſt portend ſome unuſual bu- 
ſineſs to be done; eſpecially if the common report be true, 
that the parliament, prorogued to I know not when, is by 
| new ſummons revoking that prorogation to aſſemble ſoon 
after his arrival ; for which extraordinary proceeding the 
' Jawyersont ' Other fide the water * by great good: for- 
tune found two precedents. . 
All this being granted, it can never enter into my beak, 
that ſo little a creature as Wood could find credit enough 
with the King and his miniſters to have the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland ſent hither in a hurry upon his errand. }. 
For, let us take the whole matter nakedly, as it lies be- 
fore us, without the refinements. of ſome. people; with 
which we have nothing to do. Here is a patent granted un- 
der the great ſeal of England, upon falſe ſuggeſtions, to one 
William Wood for coining copper hal/þence for Ireland: 
the parliament here, upon apprebenſions of the worſt con- 
ſequences from the ſaid. patent, addreſs the King to have 
it recalled: this is refuſed, and a committee of the privy 
council report to his Majeſty, that Wood has performed 
the conditions of his patent. He then is left to do the 
| beſt he can with his halſpence, no man being obliged to 
receive them; the people here being likewiſe left to them 
ſelves, unite as one man, reſolving they will have. nothing 
to do with his ware. By this plain account of the fact it 
is manifeſt, that the King and his miniſtry are wholly out 
of the caſe, and the matter is. left. to be diſputed between 
him and us. Will any man therefore attempt to perſuade 
me, that a lord lieutenant is to be diſpatched over in great 
haſte before the ordinary time, and a en ſummon- 
ed by anticipating a prorogation, mere 7 to put an hun- 
dred thouſand pounds into the pocket of a Sharper by the 
ruin of a moſt loyal kingdom ? 
But ſuppoſing all this to be true; by what arguments 
could a lord lieutenant prevail on the ſame parliament, 
which addreſſed with ſo much zeal and earneſtneſs againſt 
this evil, to paſs it into a law? I am ſure their opinion of 
Wood and his project are not mended fince their laſt pro- 
_ : and - ppolng, 3 methods ſhould be en 
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"x rs tell us have been ſometimes put in prac- 
tice for gaining votes, it is well known, that in this king 


dom there are.few.employments to be given; and, if there 
| were; DIE.” it is at 5 well Known * whole ſhare they muſt . 
fall. | 


$1 But, oe great ** .you.. are ther} 187 


norant of the affairs of your country, I will tell you ſome : 
reaſons, why there are Fay: few employments to be diſpoſed 
of. in this kingdom. All conſiderable offices for life here 
are poſſeſſed by thoſe to whom the reverſions were grant» 

ed; and theſe have been generally followers of the chief 
governors, or perſons who had intereſt in the court of Eng- 

land: ſo the Lord Berkeley of Stratton holds that great of- 


fice of maſter of the = the. Lord Palmerſton, is ft 


remembrancer, . worth near 2000 J. per annum. One 
Dodington, ſecretary to the Earl. of Pembroke, begged 
the reverſion of clerk of the pells, worth 25001. a- year, 
which he now enjoys by the death of the Lord Newton. Mr 
Southwell is ſecretary of Nate, and the Earl of Burlington 
lord high treaſurer of Ireland by inheritance. Theſe are 
only a few among many others which I have been told of, 
but. cannot. remember. - Nay, the reverſian.. of. ſeveral 
employments during pleaſure is granted. the Tame way. 
This among many others is a circumſtance, whereby the 
kingdom of Ireland is diſtinguiſhed from all other nations 
upon earth, and.makes it ſo difficult an affair. to get into a 
civil. employ, that. Mr Addiſon as forced to purchaſe an 
old obſcure place, called keeper of the records in Bermingʒ 
ham's tower, of ten pounds a-year,. and to. get a ſalary of 
400. IJ. annexed to it, though. all the. records there are not 
— half a crown either for curiolity or: uſe. And we 
lately ſaw a favourite ſecretary * deſcend to be maſter of. 
the revels, which byhis credit and extortion he hath made. 
pretiy conſiderable. , I ſay nothing of the under-treaſurer- 
ſhip worth about 9000 J. a · year, nor of the commiſſion- 


ers of the revenue, four of- whom generally live i in Eng- 
land; for I think none of theſe are granted in reverſion. 


But the jeſt is, that I have known, upon occaſion, ſome - 
of theſe abſent officers | as keen againlt the. intereſl of Ire 


* 2tr Hopkins fecretary to the Duke of Grafton, SE” 
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land as if they had never been indebted to her for a fin 
gle groat. © 

I confeſs I have been ſometimes tempted. to wiſh, that 
this project of Wood might ſucceed ; + becauſe 1 reflected 
with ſome pleaſure, what a jolly crew it would bring over 
among us of /ords, and *ſquires, and 'penfroners of both 
ſexes, and officers civil and military, where we ſhould live 
together as merry and ſociable as beggars; only with this 
one abatement, that we ſhould neither have nent to feed, 
nor manufattures to clothe us, unleſs we could be content 
to prance about in coats of mail, or eat braſs as oſtriches 

do iron. 

1 return fron this digreſſion to that which gave me the 
occaſion of making it : -and I believe you are now convin- 
ced; that if the parliament of Ireland were as temptable 
as any other aſſembly within a mule of Chriſtendom, (which 
God forbid) ; yet the managers muſt of neceſlity fail 
for want of tools to work with. But 'I will yet go one 
ſtep further by ſuppoſing, that a hundred new employments 
were erected on purpoſe to gratify compliers: yet ſtill an 
inſuperable difficulty would remain. For it happens, 1 
know not how, that money is neither Whig nor Tory, nei- 
ther of town nor country party; and it is not improbable, 

that a gentleman would rather chuſe to live upon his own 
eſtate, which brings him gold and filver, than with the 
addition of an employment, when his rents and ſalary muſt 

© both be paid in pas 8 braſz, at above eighty per cent. 
diſcount, | 

For theſe, and — other . 1 am confident you 
need not be under the leaſt apprehenſions from the ſudden 
expectation of the Lord Lieutenant , while we continue in 
our preſent hearty diſpoſition, to alter which no ſuitable 
temptation can poſſibly be offered. And if, as I have oft- 
en aſſerted from the beſt authority, the /awv hath not left a 
power in the crown to force any money, except Sterling, 
upon the ſubject; much leſs can the crown devolve ſuch a 
Power upon another. 

This I ſpeak with the ol reſpect to the perſon and 
dignity of his Excellency the Lord Carteret, whoſe charac- 
ter was lately given me by a gentleman that hath known 

Lord * BOW Ear 3 Granville, | bim 
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W in the world : that gentleman 
deſcribes him as à young man of great accompliſhments; 
excellent learning, regular in his life, and of much ſpin. 
and vivacity. He hath ſinee, as I have heard, been employ- 
ed abroad; was principal ſecretary of ſtate; and is now 
about the thirty-ſeventh year of his age appoibted Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland. From ſuch a governor this king 
dom may reaſonably hope for as much proſperity as, un- 
der ſo many difcouragements, it can be Ne e eee 
8 Iris true indeed, chit wills the memory of man there 
have been governors of ſo much dexterity, as to earry 
points of terrible conſequence to this kingdom by their 
power with thoſe who are in office ; and by their arts in 
managing or deluding others with-oazhc, affability,. and e- 
ven with dinners. If Wood's braſs had in thoſe times 
been upon the anvil, it is obvious enough to conceive what 
methods would have been taken, Depending perſons 
would have been told in plain terms, that it was a ſervice 
expected from them under the pain of the public buſineſs 
being put into more complying hands. Others would be 
allured by promiſes. To the country. gentlemen, belides 
good words, burgundy, and cloſetting, it might perhaps 


have been hinted, how kindly it would be talen to comply 
with à royal patent, although it were not compulſory: 


that if any inconveniencies enſued, it might be made up 
with other graces or favours hereafter : that gentlemen 
ought to conſider, whether it were prudent or ſafe to diſ⸗ 
guſt England: they would be deſired to hink of fome good 


bills for encouraging of trade, and ſetting the poor to 


work; ſome further acts againſt Popery, and for uniting - 
Proteſtants. There would be folemn engagements, that 
we- ſhould never be troubled with above forty thouſand 
pounds in his coin, and all of the beſt and weightieſt fort, 
for which awe ſhould only give our manufactures in ex- 
change, and keep our gold and filver at home, Perhaps 2 


 ſeaſonable report of ſome invaſion would- have been ſpread 


in the moſt proper Juncture which is a great ſmoother 
of rubs in public proceedings: and we ſhould have been 
told, that this was no time to create l auben the 
kingdom was in danger, | 4 

Theſe, 


22 THE DRAPIERs LETTERS: 
- 'Thieſe; 1 ay, and the like methods, would in corrupt 
times have been taken to let in this deluge of braſs among 
us And; I. am: confident,.. even then would not have 
ſucceeded; much leſs under the admuniſtration of. ſo ex- 
cellent a perſon as the Lord CARTERET ;. and. in a coun- 
try where the. people of all ranks, parties, and denomi - 
nations, are convinced to a man, that the utter undoing 
»of themſelves : and their poſterity for ever will be dated 
from the admiſſion of that execrable coin: that if it once 
enters, it can be no more conſined to a ſmall or moderate 
quantity, than a plague: can be confined to a few. families; 
and that no equivalent can be given by any earthly power 
any: more than a dead carcaſe can be recovered. to. life by a 
There is one comfortable cireumſtance in this-univerſal 
oppoſition to Mr Wood, that the people ſent over hither 
from England to fill up our vacancies, eccle/iaſtical, civil, 
and military, are all on, our fide. Maney, the great di- 
vider of the world, hath by a ſtrange revolution been the 
great uniter of a moſt divided people. Who would leave 
a hundred pounds a- year in England (a country free: 
dom ) to. be paid a thouſand in Ireland out of Wood's ex: 
chequer? The gentleman they have lately made primate &, 
would never quit his ſeat in an Engliſh houſe | of Lords, 
and his preferments at Oxford and Briſtol worth twelve 
hundred pounds a- year, for four times the denomination 
here, but not half the value; . therefore I expect to hear 
he will be as. good an- Iriſnman at leaſt upon hie one ar: 
ticle as any of his brethren, or even of. 2c, who have had the 
misfortune to be born in this iſland. For thaſe who, in 
the common phraſe, do not come hither io learn the-lan- 
guage, would never change a better country for a worſe to 
receive zraſcinſtead of gold. 6 224 5 
Another ſlander. ſpread by Wood and his emiſſaries is, 
that by oppoſing him we diſcover an inclination- to /hake 
| eff our dependence upou the crown of England. Pray ob- 
ſerve how important a perſon 1s-this ſame William Wood; 
and how the public weal of two kingdoms: is involved in 
his private intereſt, Firſt, all thoſe- who refuſe to take 
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LETTER W. 74 
3 for he tells us, that none but Papiſts 
are afſeciated againſt bim. Secondly, they diſpute the 
King's prerogative. Thirdly, they are ripe for rebellion, 
And; fourthly, they are going to ſhake off their depen- 
dence upon the. crown of: England; that is to ſay, hey 
are going to 2 another ling: for there can be no other 
meaning en r however ſome may pretend to 

in „ U 

And this gives me an opportunity of explaining to thoſe 
who are ignorant, another point, which hath often felled 
in my breaſt, Thoſe who come over hither to us from 
England, and ſome weak people among ourſelves, when- 
ever in diſcourſe we make mention of liberty and pro- 
22 ſhake their heads, and tell us, that * Ireland is a 

kingdom ; as if they would ſeem by this phraſe 
to 5 that the people of Ireland are in ſome ſtate of 
flarery or dependence different from thoſe of England; 
whereas a, depending kingdom is a modern term of art, 
unknown, as I have heard, to all ancient civiliant, and 
writers upon government ; and Ireland is, on the con- 
trary, called in ſome. ſtatutes an imperial crown, as held 
only from Gods which is as high a. ſtyle as any kingdom 
is capable of receiving. Therefore by this expreſſon, a 
depending kingdom, there is no more to be underſtood, 
than that, by a ſtatute made here in the thirty-third year 
of Henry VIII, the King, and his fucceſſors,. are to. be 
Kings imperial of this realm, at united and knit to. the 
imperial crown of England, I have looked over. all the 
Engliſh. and Iriſh 7 without finding any law that 
makes Ireland depend upon England, any more than Eng- 
land doth. upon ireland. We have indeed obliged our- 
ſelves to have > Me ſame King with them; and conſequent- 
ly they are obliged to have the /ame King with us... For 
the Jaw was made by our own parliament; and our an- 
ceſtors then were not ſuch, fools ¶ whatever. they auere in 
the preceding reign ) to bein g ſelves under I know 
not what dependence, which. is nom talked. of, without 
any ground of law, reaſen," or common Joe. 5 
Let who ever think otherwiſe, I, M. By nes deſire 
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they were 4 
and Juſtice are capable of oppoſing)! by the famous Mr 


1 


to be excepted: For I declare, next under Gov 1 depend 
only on the King my Sovereign, and on the laws of my own 
country. And I am fo far from depending upon the people 
of England, that, if they ſhould ever rebel againſt i 
Sovereign, (which God forbid), I would de ready at the fir 


| command from his Majeſty to take arms againſt them, as 
ſome of my countrymen did agatuſt rherrr at Prefton. And 

if ſuch a rebellion ſhould prove ſo ſucceſsful as to fix the 

pretender on the throne of England, I would venture to 


tranſpreſs that fatute To far, as to loſe every drop of my 
blood to hinder him from being King of Ireland'®. _ 
1t is true indeed, that within the memory of man the 


parliaments of England have ſometimer aſſumed the power 


of binding this kingdom 3 laws enacted chere; wherein 
poſed” (as far as truth, reaſom, 


Molineux, an Fnglifh gentleman born —— as well as by 
ſeveral of the greateſt Pros and beft Whigs in England; 
but the love and torrent of power prevaifed. © Indeed the 
arguments om both ſides were imvineible. Fer in reaſom, 
all government without the conſem of the governed, is the 


very dennen of fubery: but iu fac, eleven men well 


armed ill certainly fubtue one fle man in bis wir. 
But I have dene: for thoſe who have uſed power t6 cramp 


Wberty, have gone To far as ro reſent” even the Hero of 


complaining; although a wan upon the rack was never 
known to be refuſed te liberty of ouring us Wind'as he 


<1 HR ate aht wo d wo mech under zur 


3 To we are too ſoon inclined to be raiſed by ens 


tefs hopes, according to the nature of All Cenſfumptive bo- 


dies like ours. Thus it hath been given about for ſeveral 
days paſt, that  fomebody in England empowered a ſecond: 
body here to aſſure us, that 
we Jhould no more be Troubled avith theſe halſpenre. And 
this is reported to have been done by the 1 _— I 

would. 
ram them down ran than (though 1. doobr they would 


ſomebody to write to a third ; 


who is Taid to have ſworn fome months: ago 


* This W gave great offence. See letter 5: 
Mr Walpole, after wards Earl of Orford, 
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true or it is no concern this 
we have nothing to de nich Bug ih a — = I hould 
be ſorry to leave it in their powen to redreſs this grievanc 
or to enforce it; for the report of tbe.committee hath given 
me a ſurfeit. The remedy. is wholly in. your own bands ; 
and therefore I have. 75 a little in order to refreſh 
and continue that /Þirit pably raiſed amongſt you; 
and to let you fee, that by 4 of God, of NATURE, 
of NATIONS, and of your counrxv, yon ARE, and 
OUGHT to be as FREE a people as your brethren in Eng- 
land. 

If the pamphlets publiſhed at London by Wood and his 
journeymen in defence of his cauſe were reprinted here, 
and that our countrymen could be perſuaded to read them, 
they would convinee you of his wicked deſign, more than 
all 1 ſhall ever be able to fay.. In ſhort, I make him a 
perfect faint i in compariſon of what he appears to be from 
the writings of thoſe whom he hires to juſtify his prej ect. 
But he is ſo far maſter of the field (let e gueſs the rea- 
ſon), that no London printer dare publiſh any paper written 
in favour of Ireland: and here no body hath yet been ys 
bold as to publiſh any thing in favour of him. 

There was, a few days ago, a pamphlet ſent me of near 
bifry pages written in favour of Mr Wood and his coinage, 
printed in London: it is not worth anſwering, becauſe pro- 
bably it will never be publiſhed here. But it gave me oc- 


caſion to reflect upon an unhappineſs we lie under, that the 


people of England are utterly ignorant of our caſe ; which 
however is no wonder, fince it is a point they do not in 
the leaſt concern themſelves about, farther than perhaps as 


a ſubject of diſcourſe in a coffeehouſe when they have no- 


thing elſe to talk of. For I have reaſon to believe, that 
no miniſter ever gave himſelf the trouble- of reading any 


papers vn ĩtten in our defence, becauſe I ſuppoſe their g. 


niont are already determined, and are formed wholly upon 
the reports of Wood and his accomplices: elſe it would be 
impoſſible, that any man could have wei to write 
ſuch a pamphlet as I have mentioned. 


Our neighbours, whoſe underſtandings: are wy Appen 2 


level with cur. 8 perhaps are none of the &righte/?), 
have 
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have a ſtrong contempt for moſt nations, but eſpecially . 
for Ireland. They lock upon us a8 a fore of * ſavage Iriſh, 
em our anceſtors con uered ſeveral hundred years a- 
And if 1 ſhould de! the Britons to you as they 
So in Cæſar t time, when they painted their bodies, or 

clothed themſelves with the ſkins of beafts, 1 ſhould act 
full as reaſonably as they 72 However, they are fo far 
to be excuſed in Sa to the preſent ſubject, chat hear- 
ing only one fide of” the cauſe, and having neither oppor- 


unity nor curioſity to examine the other, they believe a 


lie merely for their eaſe; and conclude, becauſe Mr 
Wood pretends to bare Hower, he hath alſo reaſon on i 


tide. A 


Therefore, to let you Tee how this eaſes is repreſeated-in 
England by Wood and his adherents, I have thought it 
per to extract out of that pamphlet a few of "thoſe no- 
torious falſehoods in point of /a and reaſoning contain- 
ed therein, the knowledge whereof will confirm my coun- 
trymen in their 2w7: right ſentiments, when they will ſee, 
by comparing 5 how much cheir enemies are in the 
uro | 
Full, the writer poſitively aſſerts, That Wood's 30“, 
pence were current among us for ſeveral mon pal avith 
the univerſal approbation of all people, without one Angle 
gainfayer ; and aue all, fo a man, Tough our felees hap- 
in having them. 

Secondly, he affirms, That we were drawn into a diſ. 
lite of them only by ſome cunning, evil-deſigning men a- 
mong us, who oppoſes FAY: Patent of Wood to yet another 
for themſelves. 

Thirdly, That theſe ah "moſt declared at firſt againf 
Wood's patent, were the very men who fene 0 get an- 
other for their own advant 

Fourthly, That our 1 A ment a7 .privy council, the 


Lord” Mayer and aldermen of Dublin, the grand juries 


and merchants, and in ſhort the whole kingdom, nay, the 


very dogs (as he expreſſeth it), were fond of thoſe half- 
Hence, HH they were tan cg by 1 few r pert 


ons aforefaid, _ 
Fifthly, he ſays directly, That all thoſe who ofpofed the 
9 were Papiſir, and enemies to King George. 
71 hus 
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Thus * I am confident, the moſt ignorant among you 
can ſafely ſwear from your own knowledge, .that the au- 
thor is @ moſt notorious. lar in every article; the direct 


contrary being ſo manifeſt to the whole kingdom, at, if 


occaſion required, we might get it cmd » er five 


; hundred thouſand bands. 


Sixthly, he would perſuade us, That 23 
ſhillings worth of our. goods or manufadtures. for \'two 
ſhillings and four pence worth of copper, although the 
copper euere melted down, and that we could get: five 
ſhillings in gold and filver for the ſaid goods ; yet 25 tate 


the ſaid two ſhillings and four Hanes in copper would be 
greatly for our advantage. 


And, laſtly, he makes us a very fair offer, ad 
by Wood, That if we will take off two hundred thouſand 
pounds in his halfpence for our goods, and likewiſe pay 
him three yer cent. intereſt for thirty years for an hun- 
dred and twenty thouſand pounds (at which he computes 
the coinage above the intrinſic value of the copper) for the 


dean of 715 coin, he will after that time give us f good 220 


ney. for what hal{pence will be then lat. 
Let me place this offer in as clear a light as I xan to 


* the inſupportable villany and impudence of that in- 


rrigible wretch. Firſt, (ſays he), I will ſend two hun- 
* e er. pounds of my coin into yaur country : the 
copper I compute to be, in real value, eighty thouſand * 
pounds, and I charge you with an hundred and twenty 
thouſand pounds for the coinage ; fo that you ſee, I lend 


| you an hundred and twenty thouſand pounds for thirty 


years ; for which you ſhall pay me three per cent. that 
is to ſay, three thouſand fix hundred pound: per annum, 
which in thirty years will amount to an hundred and eight 
thouſand pounds. And when theſe thirty years are expired, 
return me my copper, and Ph will give Jou good money for 


Om 


This is the propoſal made to us by Wood. i in that pam- 
pblet written by one of his commiſſioners : and the author 
is ſuppoſed. to be the ſame infamous Coleby, one of his 
under ſauearers at the committee of council, who was tried 
for reeling the treaſury * where, he was an under- 


| clerk, 
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By this propoſal he will firſt receive two hundred "OY 
ſand pounds, in goods or Sterling, for as much copper as 
de values at eighty thouſand pounds, but in reality not 
worth thirty thonſand pounds. Secondly, he will re- 
ceive for intereft an hundred and eight thouſand pounds: 
and when our children come thirty years hence to return 
his halfpence upon his executors, (for before that time he 
will be probably gone to his own Place ), thoſe executors 
will very reaſonably reje& them as raps and counterfeits, 
Which they will be, and millions N of his own 
*Edinage. 

Methinks 1 am fond of ſuch a dealer as this, who lis 
every day upon our hands like a Dutch reckoning, wherein 
if you diſpute the unreaſonableneſs and exorbitance-of the 
bill, the landlord ſhall bring it up every time with riew 
additions. 7 IS 

Althongh theſe and the like pamphlets publiſhed by 

Wood in London are altogether unknown here, where no 
body could read them without as much indignation, as 
© contempt would allow; yet 1 thought it proper to give you 
a ſpecimen how the man employs his time, where he rides 
alone without any. creature to contradict him; while ouR 
FEW FRIENDS there wonder at our ſilence: and the Eng- 
liſh in general, if they-think of this-marter at all, impure 
our refuſal to wilfulneſs or diſaffettion, juſt as Wood and 
his hirelings are pleaſed to repreſent. 
But although our arguments are not ſuffered to be print- 
ed in England, yet the conſequence will be of little mo- 
ment. Let Wood endeavour to perſuade the people there, 
that we ought to receive his coin; and let me convince 
our people here, that they ought to reject it under pain of 
our utter undoing; and then let bim do his be/? and his 
nvorſt, © 

Before I conclude, I muſt n in all humility to 
tell Mr Wood, that he is guilty of great indiſoretion by 
cauſing ſo honourable a name as that of Mr Walpole to 
be mentioned ſo often and in ſuch a manner upon this oc- 
caſion. A ſhort paper printed at Briſtol, and reprinted 
here, reports Mr Wood to ſay, that he awoniders at the 
impudence and infolence of the Iriſh in refuſing his coin, 
1. 4208 what he will do when Mr — comes to town. 
Wher Cz 


PERS io E R IV. „ 
Wheie, 794 the way, he is willen! for it is \ the true 
Engliſh, people of Ireland who refuſe it, although we take 
it for granted, that the Iriſh will do ſo too whenever they 
are aſked. In angyher printed paper of his contriving it. 
is roundly expreſſed, that Mr Walpole will cram his braſs. 
down our throats. Sometimes it is given out, that we. 
mult either take theſe halfpence, os eat our brogues : and 
in another news- letter, but of yeſterday, we read, that 
the ſame great man bath ſworn 4 make us ſwallow bis: 
Goin in fre- ballt. 

This brings to my mind the 1 ſtory of a Scotch 

man, Who receiving the ſentence of death with all the 
circumſtances of hanging, bebeading, guartering, embowel- 
ling, and the like, cried out, What need all this Cookery? 51 
and I think we have reaſon to aſk the ſame queſtion ; for, 
if we believe Wood, here is: a. dizzer getting. ready. for- 
us; and you ſee the Bill of ſare; and I am ſorry the drink 
was forgot, which might eaſily be ſupplied with melted lead 
and flaming pitch... 
What vile —— are theſe to put into che mouth of a a 
great counſellor, in high truſt with his Majeſty, and look- 
ed upon as a prime miniſter ? If Mr Wood hath no better 
a manner of repreſenting his patrons,. when I come to be. 
à great man he ſhall never be ſuffered to attend at my 
levee. This is not the ſtyle of a great miniſter; it ſavours 
too much of the kettle and the Furnace, and came entirely 
out of Wood's forge. 

As for the GUT of making us eat our Broguer, we 
need not be in pain; for if his coin ſhould paſs, that an- 
polite covering for the feet would no longer be a national 
 repreach ; becauſe then we ſhould have neither Hο nor 
brogue leſt in the kingdom. But here the falſehood of 
Mr Wood is fairly detected; for I am confident Mr Wal- 
pole never heard of a brogue i in his whole life, 

As to ſwallowing theſe halſpence in. fire-balls, it is 
a ſtory equally improbable. For, to execute this opera- 
tion, the whole Rack of Mr Wood's coin and metal mult - 
be melted down, and moulded into. hollow balls with avild- 
Fre, no bigger than a reaſonable throat may be able to 
ſwallow. Now, the metal he hath prepared, and already 
eu will amount to at leaſt fifty millions of hal ay 

&'I> 
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td be ſwallowed by a million and an half of people; fo 
that, allowing two halfpence to each ball, there will be 
about ſeventeen balls of wildfire apiece to be ſwallowed - 

by every perſon in the Kingdom; and, to adminiſter this 
doſe, there cannot be conveniently fewer than fifry thou- 
fand operators, allowing one operator to every thitty ; 
which, conſidering the /queam/hneſ5 of ſome ſtomachs, 
and the peeviſhneſ7' of young children, is but reaſonable, 
Now, under correction of better judgments, I think the 
trouble and charge of ſuch an experiment would exceed the 
Profit; and therefore I take this report to be ſpurious, or, 
at leaſt, only a new ſcheme of Mr Wood himſelf; which, 
to make it paſs the better in Ireland, he would father up- 
on 2 minifter of tate. 


But 1 will now demonſtrate, Waden all ebutrachction; 


that Mr Walpole is againſt this project of Mr Wood, and 


is an entire friend to Ireland, only by this one invincible 
argument, that he has the univerfal opinion of being a wiſe 
man, an able miniſter, and in all his proceedings parſuir 
the true intereſt of the King his maſter: and that as his 
integrity is above all corruption, ſo is his fortune above 
all teniptation. I reckon, therefore, we are perfectly ſafe 
from'that corner, and ſhall never be under the neceſſity 
of contending with ſo /rinidable a power, but be left to 


poſſeſs our brogues and potatoes in peace, as * remote __ 
thunder as wwe are from jupiter. 


Jam, my dear countrymen, 
our loving fellow. N 
Tellonusſuſferer, and 
bumble feroant, 5 eg . 
Ob. 13. 1724. „ „„ 


Fn Frye a ne, proc a Hunte. | 

Upon the arrival of Lord: Carteret, oon after the publication 
of this letter, the paſſages from which this note is referred to 
were ſelected as ſufficient ground for proſecution, and a pro- 
clamation was publiſned by his Excellency and council, offering 
a reward of three hundred pounds for diſcovering the author. 
Harding the printer was impriſoned, and a bill of indictment was 
ordered to be prepared — him: Wh gave occafion to the 
{ollowing paper. | 
Seaſonable 


Seaſonable ApvICE to the Grzand Jukv, 
concerning the bill preparing againſt the 
ERINTEI of the preceding LETTER. + 


Ince a bill is preparing for the grand Jury to find againſt 
g the printer of the Drapier's /aft letter, there are ſeve-- 
ral things maturely to be conſidered by thoſe gentlemen be- 
fore they determine upon it. e 1b 

Fir, They are to conſider, that the author of the ſaid! 
pamphlet did write three other diſcòurſes on the ſame ſub- 
Je, which, inſtead of being cenfured, were univerſally : 
approved by the whole nation, and were allowed to have 
raiſed and continued that ſpirit among us, which hath hi- 
therto kept out Wood's coin; for all men will grant, that: 
if thoſe pamphlets had not been written, his coin muſt have 
cover run the nation ſome months ago. + 
| Secondly, It is to be Conſidered, that this pamphlet, 
againſt which a proclamation; hath been ifſtied, is written 
by the /amte author: that nobody ever doubted. the in- 
nocence and goodneſs of his deſign; that he appears, 
through the whole tenor of it, to be a /oyal fubjedt to his 
Majeſty, and devoted to the houſe of Hanover, and de- 
clares himſelf in a manner peculiarly zealous againſt the 
pretender. And if ſuch a writer in four ſeveral treatiſes. 
on ſo nice a ſubject, where a royal patent is concerned, 
and where it was neceſſary to ſpeak of England and of 
liberty, ſhould in one or two places happen to let fall an 
inadvertent exprefhon, it would be hard to condemn him 
after all the good he hath done, eſpecially when we con- 
ſider, that he could have no poſhble deſign in view either 
of honour or profit, but purely the oon of his cou 
1 E e Tt. eee 
Thirdly, It ought to be well conſidered; whether any 
one expreſſion in the ſaid pamphlet be really liable to a 
b juſt exception, much leſs to be found wicked, malicious, 
0 feditious, refiecting upon his Majeſty and his miniſtry, &c. 
G 3 | The 
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N 


Jury of Dublin, they will conclude it is done in 


The two points in that pamphlet, which it is ſaid the 


proſecutors intend chiefly to fix on, are, firſt, where the 


author mentions the penner of the King's anſwer. Fir/t, 


It is well known his Majeſty is not maſter of the Engliſh 


tongue; and therefore it is neceſſary that ſome other per- 
ſon hould be employed to pen what, he hath to ſay, or 
write in that language. Secondly, His Majeſty s anſwer 
is not in the firſt perſon, but in the third. It is nor ſaid, 
WE ARE CONCERNED, OR OUR ROYAL PRE DECESs- 


sons; but His MAJESTY 7zs concerned, and his ROYAL 


PREDECESSORS. By which it is plain, theſe are proper- 
ly not the words of his Majeſty; but ſuppoſed to be taken 
from him, and tranſmitted hither by one of his miniſters. 
Thirdly, It will be eaſily ſeen, that the author of the pam- 
phlet delivers his ſentiments upon this particular with the 
_— caution and reſpect, as any impartial reader will ob- 
erve 

The ſecond paragraph, which it is ſaid will ho taken 
notice of as a motive to find the bill, is what the author 
ſays of Ireland's being a dependent kingdom : he explains 
all the dependence he knows of, which is a law made in 
Ireland, whereby it is enacted, That whoever is King of 
England ſhall be King of Ireland. Before this explana- 


tion be condemned, uk the bill found upon it, it would 


be proper that ſome lawyers ſhould fully inform the jury 
what other law there is, either ſtatute or common, for 


this dependency ; and if there be no law, there is no tranſ- 


greſſion. 
The fourth thing very maturely to be conſidered by 


the jury, is, what influence their finding the bill may have 
upon the kingdom: the people in general find no fault in 


the Drapier's laſt book, any more than in the three former; 
and therefore when they hear it is condemned by a grand 


vour 
of Wood's coin; they will think we of this town have 


changed our minds, and intend. to take thoſe halfpence, 


and therefore that it will be in vain for them to. ſtand 
out; ſo that the queſtion comes to this, which will be of 


the worlt conſequence ? to let paſs one or two expreſſions, 
at the worſt only unwary, in a book written for the pu- 
lic ſervice; z or to leave a free open paſſage for Wood's 


brafs 


— $3 8 
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| braſs to over-run us, by which we ſhall be undone for 


"en 

The / thing to be confidered | is, That the members 
of the grand jury being merchants and principal ſhopkeepers 
can have no ſuitable temptation offered them, as a recom- 
penſe for the miſchief they will do, and ſuffer by letting in 
this coin; nor can be at any loſs or danger by rejecting the 
bill. They do not expect any employments in the ſtate, 
to make up in their own private advantages by the deſtruc- 
tion of their country; whereas thoſe who go about to ad- 
viſe, entice, or threaten them to find that bill, have great 
employments which they have a mind to keep, or to get 
greater ; as it was likewiſe the caſe of all thoſe who ſigned 
the proclamation to have the author proſecuted. And there- 
fore it is known, that his Grace the Lord Archbiſhop” of 
Dublin, ſo renowned for his piety, and wiſdom, and love 
of his country, A refuſed to condema the book or 
the author. 

Laſily, It ought to be conſidered, what conſequence the 
finding the bill may have upon a poor man, perfectly inno- 
cent; I mean the printer. A lawyer may pick out ex- 
preſſions, and make them liable to exception, where no 
other man is able to find any. But how can it be ſuppoſed 
that an ignorant printer can be ſuch a critic? He knew the 
author's deſign was honeſt, and approved by the whole 
kingdom: he adviſed with, friends, who told him there 
was no harm in the book, and he could ſee none himſelf : 
it was ſent him in an unknown hand; but the ſame in which 
he received the three former. He and his wife have offer 
ed to take their oaths, that they knew not the author. 
And therefore to find a bill, that may bring puniſhment 
upon the innocent, will appear very hard, to ſay no worſe. 
For it will be impoſſible to find the author, unleſs he will 
pleaſe to diſcover himſelf; although I wonder he ever con- 
cealed his name: but I ſuppoſe, what he did at firſt out of 
. modeſty, he n to do out of a God rec 
us and him. 

I Will conclude = Mich; 2 1 40 5 
nes: He had ſerved the people of Athens with great ſide- 
lity in the ſtation of an orator ;' when upon a certain oe· 

caſion W to be delivered over to his . 
; 8 
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he told the Athetlians, © His ' obtintrymen, the following: 
ſtory. Once upon a time the wolves-deſired a league wich 
the /Feep upon this Condition; that the cadſe of ſtrife 
wor be taken away,. which was the ſhepherds and ma- 
7 : this being granted, the wolve . wirhout all fear made 
$0 of the. Mech. 2 | 


November 11. 1724. | 
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Jury the evening befbre the bill wan io be exhibited ; who, probably for 
_ the reaſons cuntaineu in it; refuſed to find the bit; upon which the- 
Lord Chief Juſtict Whitfhed, who hau preſided at a former proſecu- 
ion of the Dean's printer , diſcharged them in a rage. The follow- 
#712 4 extract was ſdom after publiſhed, to ſhew the illegulity of this pro- 
ceeging ; and the next grand jury that was empannelled made the ſubfe- 
guent preſentment againſi all the abettors of Wood's Project. Ste let. 
ter to Lord Moleſworth, p. 88. of this volume. 


v gee the firſt? note prefixed to tlie propoſal for t the ſole Wot: 
oy er in (His: volume, ds 
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lection of the debates of the houfe of Eommont,, 
held at TI Oct. 21. 1888. p. 150. 
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TY f Nov." 15; 1680. ert | 
vera! perfous. being enamed about de Aiſwilſing a 


grand jury in R the houſe came to the fol 
Towng refolations : 


Reſolved, That the aiſchirging us geting A by 197 
judge, before the end of the term, albzes or ſeſſions, while 
matters are under their conſidefation, and not preſemted, is 
arbitrary, illegal, deſtructive to public Juſtice, . a 'manifelt 
Yekution of his oath, and i is a 1 8 to ſobvert the funda- 


Reſolved, | 


Reſolutions of the Commons of England. 85 


Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to examine the 
proceedings of the judges in Weſtminſter-hall ; and report 
the ſame, mo. their opinion herein, to this houſe, ee 


Lord Chief Tuſtice Whitſhed, bor bis conduct, gr to > have 
been impeached by the houſe of Commons ; becauſe the diffolving 
of a grand jury by any judge before the end of the term, aflizes, or 


| ſeſſions, while matters are under their conſideration, and not pre- 


ſented, is arbitrary, illegal, deſtructite to public juſtice, a manifeſt - 
violation of his oath, and is a means to ſubvert the fundamental 
lav of the realm. But as the houſe of Commons forbore to ex- 
ecute their vengeance upon the Chief Juſtice, Swift ſeized upon 
him as a prey, laſhed him, and worried him out of all his patience, 
by many farcaſtic epigrams, ſquibs; and other ſevere reflections 
upon his unworthy demeanor, until at laſt he became odious and 
ridiculous to the whole kingdom; Neither could his death, which' 
ſdon after, appeaſe the vengeance of the incenſed pa- 
triot. For Swift, reſolving to make him an Example to all future 
ages, purſued him into the regions of the dead, and coupled him 


with Anytus the accuſer of Socrates. ' Such indeed was at laſt 


the ſacrifice that poor unfortunate Whitſhed became unto the re- 


ſentment of Dr Swift. See Swift's poems conceming Whit- 


ſhed, vol. 6. alſo, A ſhort view of Treland; and, Ar anfwer to a 
memorial, in this Volume. a. ifs wn hvac of Dr 
"ey OY p. 16 D. Swift, | 
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Hereas ſeed great quantities of baſe e 0 
commonly called 2 halfpence, have been 
brought into the port of Dublin, and lodged in ſeveral 
houſes of this city, oy. an oa to make them paſs. 
clandeſtinely among his Majeſty's ſubjects of this kingdom; 
notwithſtanding — addref es of "6's houſes of parliament, 
and the privy council, and the declarations of moſt of the. 
Corporations of this city againſt the ſaid coin: and whereas. 
his Majeſty has been graciouſly pleaſed to leave his lo 
ſubjects of this kingdom at n to take or refaſc the ſaid 
halfpence : 

We the grand jury of the county of the city of Du- 
blin, this Michaelmas ferm 1724, having entirely at * 
bis Majeſty's intereſt, and the welfare of our country, and 
being thoroughly ſenſible of the great diſcouragements 


which trade hath ſuffered by the apprehenſions of the ſaid 


coin, whereof we have already felt the diſmal effects; 
and that the currency thereof will inevitably tend to the 
great diminution. of his Majeſty's revenue, and the ruin 
of us and our poſterity, do preſent all ſuch perſons as. have 
attempted, or ſhall endeavour by fraud, or otherwiſe, to 
_ impoſe the ſaid halfpence upon us, contrary to his Maje- 
ſty's moſt gracious intentions, as enemies to his Majeſty's 
government, and to the ſafety, peace, and welfare of al his 
Majeſty's ſubjects of this kingdom; whoſe affections have 
deen ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed by their zeal to his illuſtri- 
ous family before his happy acceſhon to the throne, and by 
their continued loyalty ever fince, 

As we do, with all juſt gratitude, acknowledge the ſer- 
vices of all ſuch patriots as have been eminently zealous 
for the intereſt of his Majeſty and this country, in detect- 
ing the fraudulent impoſition of the ſaid Wood, and pre- 
venting the paſhng his baſe coin; ſo we do, at the fame 
time, declare our abhorrence and deteſtation of all re- 


flections 


The Preſentment of the Grand Fury, 5 
Klections on his Majeſty and his government; and that we 
are ready with our lives and fortunes to defend his moſt 


 facred Majefty againſt the pretender, and all his Majeſty's 
open and ſecret enemies both at home and abroad. 


Given under our kate at the orand-j Jury le this 
28th of November 1724+ 


3 
3 n Forbes, | David Tew, 
I William Empſon, Thomas How, : 
8 Nathaniel Pearſon, John Jones, | 
>, Joſeph Nuttall,  - James Brown, 8 8 
2 William Aſton, FCC 
e. -Stearn Tighe, Jerom Bredip, '- © © 
8 Richard Walker, Juohn Sicann 
l. Edmond French, Anthony Brunton, 
& John Vereilles, Thomas Gaven, 
| Philip Pearſon, Daniel Elwood, 
1 Thomas Robins, John Brunet. 
j Richard Dawſon, FS: | 
ts The preceding paper was Wn e Shows a worth Mw 
1d .the proclamation was iſſued, offering a reward of zol. 
$5 or the di iſcovering the author f the Drapier 5 SP | 
he lelter. | 
un 
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A Letter to the * Honourable 


* © ) a4 


Wrinen i in che year 1724 N 


Thy compaſſed me about 40% with e ef leur, are 
Fought againſt me without a cauſe. 


For my love they are 0 adverſaries ; 5 but Po give elf 


unts pra yer, 


And they have rewarded me evil for good, and batred fo 
my love. Pſal. cix. 3. 4. 5. 0 


Seek not to be Judge, being not able to tale away mniguity ; 
left at any time thou (fie the perſon of the mighty, and 
lay a Aumbling bloc in ibe auay of thy uprightneſs. 

Offend not againſt the multitude of a city, ani then thou 
Salt not caſt thyſelf down among the people. 

Bind not one fin upon amvther, for in one thou Salt not 

be unpuniſhed. Ecclus vii. 6. 7.8. e 


N Non jam prima peto Mneſtheus, neque vincere certo: 
Quanquam O ! Sed ſuperent quibus hoc, Neptune, dediſti. 


DixECTIioxs to the PRINTER. 


Mr HARDING, | 


THen I ſent you my former papers, I cannot 1 iy I 
intended you either good or hurt; and yet you have 
happened through my means to receive both. 1 pray God 


deliver you from any more of the latter, and increaſe the 
former. Your trade, particularly inthis kingdom, is of all o- 


thers the moſt unfortunately circumſtantiated: for, as you 

deal in the moſt worthleſs kind of traſh, the penny - productions 

of — — ; ſo you often venture your . 
an 
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and ſometimes your lives, for the purchaſe of half a crown, 
and, by your own ignorance, are puniſhed for other mens 


I am afraid, you in particular think you have reaſon to 
complain of me, for your own and your wife's confinement 
in priſon, to yaur great expenſe, as well as hardſhip ; and 
for a proſecution ſtilh impending. But I will tell you, Mr 
Harding, how that matter ſtands. Since the preſs hath 
lain under-fo frict an inſpection, thoſe who have a · mind to 
inform the world, are become ſo cautious as to keep them» 
ſelyes, if poſſible, out of the way of danger. My.cuſtom 
therefore is to dictate to a prentice, who can write in a 
feigned hand; and what is written we ſend to your houſe 
by a blackguard-boy. ' But, at the Tame time, I do affure 
you upon my reputation, that I never did ſend yon any 
thing for which I thought you could poſſibly be called to 
an account. And you will be my witneſs, that I always 
deſired you, by a letter, to take ſome good advice before 
you ventured to print; becauſe I knew the dexterity of deal- 
ers in the law at finding. out ſomething to faſten on, where 
no evil. is meant. I am told indeed, that you. did accor- 
dingly conſult ſeveral very. able perſons, and even ſome 
who afterwards appeared againſt you : to which I can only 
anſwer, that you .muſt either change your advi/ers, | or 
determine to print nothing that comes from a drapier, 

I defire you will ſend the incloſed letter directedito my 
Lord Viſcaunt Maleſworth, at his houſe at Brackdenſtown, 
near Swords : but 1 would have it ſent printed for the con- 
venience of this Lordſhip's reading ; becauſe this.counter- 
feit hand of my prentice is not very legible. And, if you 
think fit to publiſh it, 1 would have you firſt get it read 0- 
ver by ſome notable lawyer: I am aſſured, you will find 
enough of them, who are friends to the drapier, and will 
£2 it without a fee; which, I am afraid, you can ill af- 

ord after all your expenſes. For although I have taken 


ſo much care, that I think it impoſſible to find a topic out 


of the following papers for ſending you again to priſon, 
yet I will not venture to be your guarantee. „ 
This enſuing letter contains only a ſhort account of my- 
ſelf, and an humble apology for my former pamphlets, e- 
ſpecially the {aft ; with little mention of Mr Wood or tis 
Vol. III. | H halfpence ; 
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Zalſpence; becauſe I have already ſaid enough upon that 
ſubject, until occaſion ſhall be given for ne fears ; and, 
in that caſe, you may perhaps hear from me again. 


5 your friend | | 
From my ſhop in and ſervant, 
St Francis ſtreet, 95 f 5 


Dec. 14. 1724. ; 0 f M. 3. 


P. S. For want of intercourſe between yon and me, 
which I never will ſuffer *, your people are apt to make 
very groſs errors in the preſs, which J defire you will 
provide againſt, k 15 33 


— 


* The copies were always ſent to the preſs by ſome obſcure 
meſſenger, who never knew the perſon from whom he received 
them, but gave them in at a window. The amannenfis only was 
truſted, to whom about two years after the author gave an em- 

ployment of 40 l. a- year as a reward for tis fidelity. Dub. edit. 
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TJ Po the Right Honourable” | 


- 


The Lord Viscoune MoieswoRTn,. 
Ahe Bees Nad own; near d 


- My Lon, | 
Reflect too late on the maxim Ba common 3 : 
That thoſe who meddle in matters out of their call- 
ing, will have reaſon. to repent z which is now verified in 
me: for, by engaging in the trade of a writer, I have drawn 
upon myſelf the diſpleafure of the government, ſignified 
by a proclamation promiſing a reward of three hundred. 
pounds to the firſt faithful ſubject who ſhall be able and 
inclined to infrm againſt me; to which 1 may add, the 
laudable zeal and induſtry of my Lord Chief Juſtice 0 
Whitſhed in his endeavours to diſcover fo dangerous a per- 
ſon. Therefore, whether I repent or no, 1 have certain- 
ly cauſe to do ſo; and ARDS ad e anbag ent 
good: 
It will "MINE: happen, Chas bew, i in the AE, : 
of human affairs, that a man ſhall be made liable to legal 
animadverſions, where he bath nothing to anſwer for ei- 
ther to God or his country; and condemned at Weſtmin- 
ſter-hall; for what he willen never be charged with at the 
day of Judgment. 
After ſtrictly examining my own heart, and conſulting. 
ſome divines of great reputation, I cannot accuſe myſelf of 
any * malice or wickedneſs againſt the public; of any de- 


figns to ſow ſedition; of refletting on the King and his 


miniſters or of endeavouring ts e the affettions f 
the people of this kingdom from thoſe of England. All 1. 
can charge myſelf with, is a weak attempt to ſerve a na- 
tion in danger of deſtruction by a moſt wicked and ma · 


* Articles mentioned in the inditment and proclamation. 
| H 2. licious- 
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licious projector, without waiting until I were called to its 
aſſiſtance. Which attempt, however it may perhaps give 
me the title of pragmatical and overweening, will never 
lic a burthen upon my conſcience. God knows whether I 
may not, with al my caution, have already run myſelf i in- 
to a ſecond danger, by offering thus much in my own vin- 
dication. For I have heard of a 7udge, who, upon the cri- 
mirat's appeat to the dreadful day of judgment, told him, 
he had incurred a premunire for appealing to a foreign 
Juriſdiction: and of another in Wales, who feverdly check- 
ed the priſoner for offering the ſame plea ; taxing him with 
-  refleQing on the court by ſuch a compariſon + becaufe com 
pariſons were odious. 

But, in order to make ſome excuſe for being more Eq 
eulative than others of my condition, I deſire your Lord- 
ſhip” o pardon, while Lam doing a very fookſh thing; e 
3s to give you ſome little account of myſelf. 

was bred at a free ſchool, where I acquired ſome lite 
knowledge in the Latin tongue. I ſerved my appremiceſhip 

in London, and there ſet up for myſelf: with good ſuceeſs; 
until by the death of friends, and misfortunes of 
others, I returned into this kingdom; and began to employ 
my thoughts in cultivating the 2 manfacture througli 

all its branches; wherein I met with great diſcouragement, 
and powerful oppoſers, whoſe objections appeared to me 
very ſtrange and ſingular. They argued, that the people 
of England would be offended, if our manufactures were 
brought to equal theirs: and even ſome of the qweaving- 
trade were my enemies; which I could not but look 

as abſurd and unnatural. | remember your Lordſhip at 
that time did me the honour to come into my ſhop, where 
I ſhewed you * a piece of black and white ftaff. juſt ſent 
From the dyer ; which you were plcaſ, ed tajupprove of, and 


_ - 8 I was ſo mortified, that 1 hed oe the 
. future to fit quietly in my ſhop, and deal in common goodt, 
4 like the reſt of my brethren; until it happened ſome months 
3 ' + ago, conſidering with myſelf, that the lower and poorer 

; 


fort of people wanted a plain ſtrong crarſe ſtuff to defend 


 * Ry this is meant, the | Sropeſal fer the eee uſe of Iriſh 
manufattures. 


them 
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them againſt cold eaſterly winds, auhich then ble very 
fierce and blaſting for a long time tegetber: 1 contrived one 
on purpoſe, which ſold very well all over the kingdom, and 
preſerved many thouſands: from aguer. I*then' made a 
* /ccond and à third kind of ſtuffs for the gentry, with: 
the ſame ſucceſs; inſomuch that an Aue n OE beer 
heard of for ſome time. 

This incited me ſo far; that I ventured upon a + fourth. 
piece made of the beſt Iriſh: wool J could get; and 1 
thought it grave and rich enough to be worn by the 
beſt lord or judge of the land. But of late ſome great 
folks complain, as I hear, that when they had it on, they 
felt a ſhuddering in their limbs, and have thrown it off 
im a rage; curſing to hell the poor drapier, who invented 
it: ſo that I am determined never to work for perſons * 
of quality again; 3 8 for your n an a ber feu 
more. 

I aſſure your Lordſhip upon the word of an honeſt ci- 
tizen, that I am not richer, by the value of one of Mr 
Wood's halfpence, with the ſale of all the ſeveral Hu 
I'have contrived: for 1 give the whole profit to the 4 
ers and preſſert t. And therefore I hope you will pleaſe 
to believe, that no other motive, beſides the Jove of my 
country, could engage me to buſy my head and hands to 
the loſs of my time, and the aw of nothing but vexation : 
and ul-wiile 

I have now in hand- one piece ſtuſf to be woven on 
purpoſe for your Lordſhip; although I might be aſhamect 
to offer-it to you, after I have confeſſed, that it will be 
made only from the || | foreds* aud remnants of the au 
employed in the former. However, I ſhall work it up as 
well as I can; and, at worſt, you need only give it on 
your tenants. 

I am very ſenſible, how ill your Lordſhip is like to be 
entertained with the pedantry of a drapier in the terms 
of his own trade. How will the matter be mended, when 


you find me entering. again, AN re y ſpangly, hen 


3 The drapier's three aun letbergr 


1 The fourth letter, againſt which the proclamation 525 | 
iſſued 


1 Printers. I Meaning the preſent letter. 
| II 3 an 
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an affair of ſtate? for ſuch is now grown the controverſy 
with Mr Wood, if ſome neu lawyers are to be credited. 
And as it often happens at play, that men begin with 
farthings, and go on to gold, till ſome of them loſe their 
eſtates and die in jail; ſo it may poſſibly fall out in my 
caſe, that by playing too long with Mr Wood's half- 
pence, I may be drawn in to pay a fine double to the re- 
ward for betraying me; be ſent to priſon, and not be de- 
livered thence until I "ſhall have paid the utrermęſi ſar- 
thin 
=. are, my Lord, three ſorts of perſons, with whom 
I am reſolved never to diſpute: a higlwayman with a piſtol 
at my breaſt; a troop of dragoons, who come to plunder 
my houſe ; and a man of the law, who can make a merit 
of accuſing me. In each of theſe caſes, which are almoſt 
the ſame, the beſt method is to keep out of the way; and 
the next beſt is to deliver your money, ſurrender your 
houſe, and confeſs nothing. 
I am told, that the two points in my laſt letter, from 
which an oo on of offence hath been taken, are, where 
mention his Majeſty's anſwer to the addreſs of the houſe 
of Lords upon Mr Wood's patent; and where J diſcourſe 
upon Ireland's being a dependent kingdom. As to the 
former, I can only ſay, that I have treated it with the ut- 
moſt reſpe& and caution ;. and 1 thought it neceſſary to 
ſhew where Wood's patent differed in many eſſential parts 
from all others that ever had been granted; - becauſe. the 
- contrary had, for want of due information, been fo ſtrongly 
and fo 3 aſſerted. As to the other, of Ireland's de- 
pendency ; I confels to have often heard it mentioned, but 
was never able to underſtand what it meant. This gave 
me the curiofity to inquire among ſeveral eminent lawyers, 
who profeſſed they knew nothing of the matter. I then 
turned over all the ſtatutes of both kingdoms without the 
lealt information, further thao an triſh act, that I quoted, 
of the 33d of Henry VIII. uniting Ireland to England un- 
der one King. I cannot ſay, I was ſorry to be diſappoint- 
ed ia my ſearch, becauſe it is certain, I could be content- 
ed to depend only upon God and my prince, and the /aws 
"of my own country, after the manner of other nations, 
But ſince my betters are of a d; _— opinion, and deſire 


further 


— 
— 


. 


| 
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further dependencies, I ſhall outwardly ſubmit; yet (till 
inſiſting in my own heart upon the exception. I made of 
M. B. drapier. Indeed that hint was borrowed from an 
idle ſtory I had heard in England, which perhaps may be 
common and beaten; but becauſe it 3nfenuater neither treas 
ſon nor ſedition, I will juſt barely relate it, 

Some hundred years ago, when the Peers were ſo great 


that the Commons were looked upon as little better than 


their dependents, a bill was brought in for making ſome 
new additions to the power and privileges of the peerage, 
After it was read, one Mr Drue, a member of the houſe 
ſtood up, and ſaid, he very much approved the bill, and 
would give his vote to have it paſs; but however, for 


ſome reafons beſt known to himſelf, he deſired that a 


clauſe might be inſerted for excepting the family of the 
Drues. The oddneſs of the propoſition taught others to 
reflect a little; and the bill was thrown out. ©» 
Whether I were miſtaken, or went too far in examining 
the dependency, mult be left to the impartial judgment of 
the world, as well as to the courts of judicature; although 


indeed not in ſo ectual and deciſive a: manner. But to 


affi rm, as I hear ſome do, in order to eountenance a fear- 
ful and ſervile ſpirit, that this point did not belong to my 
ſubject, is a falſe and fooliſh objection. There were ſeve 


ral ſcandalous reports induftriouſly ſpread by Wood and 


his accomplices, to diſcourage all oppoſition againſt his 


infamous project. They gave it out, that we were pre- 
pared for a rebellion ; that we diſputed the King's prero- 


gative, and were ſhaking off our dependency.” The firſt 
went ſo far, and obtained ſo much belief againſt the moſt 
viſible demonſtrations to the contrary, that a great per- 


| fon of this kingdom, now in England, fent over ſuch an 


account of it to his friends, as would make any good 
ſubje& both grieve and tremble. I thought it therefore 
neceſſary to treat that calumny as it deſerved. © Then 1 
proved by an invincible argument, that we could have no 
intention to diſpute his Majeſty's prerogative #7 becauſe the 
prerogative was not concerned in the queſtion; the civi- 
lians and lawyers of all nations agreeing; that copper is not 
money, And laſtly, to clear us from the imputation of 
ſhaking off our dependency, I ſhewed wherein I thou git, 

| A 
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and ſhall ever think, this dependency conliſted ; and cited 
the ſtatute: above mentioned made in Ireland: by which 
= is enacted, that whoever is King of England, /Þall be 

ng of Ireland; and that the two 122 ſhalk-be for 
ever 2 together under one King; This, as I'conceived; 
did wholly acquit us of intending to break our depertdercy 5. 
becauſe it was altogether-out of our-power : for ſurely no 
fans of England will ever ere to · the repeal of this | 

tute. 

But upon ab e E am charged with a heavier ac - 
ae. It is ſaid 1: dent too far, when I declared, 

that F ever the pretender. ſhould come to be fixed upon the 
throne of England (which God forbid), I would ſo far ven- 
ture to tranſgreſs this ſtatute, that I would-loſe the laſt 
drop of my blood, before. 1 would-ſubmit 20 him as King 

Ireland. | 
9 1 bear on all ſides is the Ntrongeſt and weightieſt 
objection againſt me; and which hath given the moſt of- 
fence; that Iſhould be-ſo bold to declare againſt a direct 
ſtatute; and that any: motive, how ſtreng ſoever, could 
make me reject a King, whom England ſhould receive. 
Now, if in defending:myſelf from this accuſation I hould 
freely confeſs; thatiTI:nvent- too fan; that the expreſſion 
was very. indiſereet, although occafioned by my zeal for 
his preſent Majeſty, and his Proteſtant line in the houſe of 
Hanover; that I ſhall: be careful never to offend again in 
the like kind; and that I hope this free acknowledgment 
and ſorrow for my error will be ſome atonement, and a 
little ſoften the hearts of my powerful adverſaries: Hay, 
1 ſhould offer ſuch a defence as this, Ido not doubt 
| bur. ſome people would wreſt it te an ill meaning by ſpite- 
ful interpretation. And therefore, ſince I cannot think of 
any other anſwer, which that paragraph can admit, Iwill 
leave it to the mercy of every candid reader; but ſtill 
without recanting my own opinion. 

I will now venture to. tell your:Lordſhip a eeret, where- 
in I fear you are too deeply concerned. You: will there- 
fore pleaſe to know, that this habit of writing and diſ- 
courſing, wherein I. unfortunately differ from almaſt the 
whole kingdom, and am apt to grate the ears of more 
than I could wiſh, was * during my 1 
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in London „and la long reſidence there they" 1 had ſet * 
for myſelf. Upon my return and ſettlement” here, 1 

thoͤght 1 had only changed one country of Freedom for 
another. I had been long converſing with the writings of 
your Lordſhip *, Mr Locke, Mr Molineox, Colonel Sidney, 
and other dangerous authors, who tall of liberty as a 
bleſing, to which the "whole race of thankind hath an ori- 


ginal title; whereof nothing but unlawful force can di- 


veſt theme. I knew a great deal of the ſeveral Gothic inſti- 
tations in Europe; and by what incidents and events they 
came to be deſtroyed: and I ever thought i it the moft un- 
controlled and aeg agreed maxim, That frredont 
confifts in a people's being governed by laws made with 
their own conſent ; and flavery in the contrary. I have 

been likewiſe told, and believe it to be true, that 44 berty 


and property are words of known uſe and ſignification in 


this kingdom; and the very lawyers pretend to underſtand, 
and have them often in their months. - Theſe were the 


errors which have mifled me, and to which alone 1 muſt 
impure the ſevere treatment I have received. But I ſhall 
in time grow wiſer, and learn to conſider my driver, the 
road I am in, and with whom I am yoked. This 1 wilt 
venture to ſay, that the boldeſt and moſt obnoxious words 
I ever delivered, would in England have only expoſed me 
as a ſtupid fool, who went to prove that the fun ſhone in | 
a clear fummer's day: and 1 have witneffes ready to de- 
poſe, that your Lordſhip hath ſaid and writ fifty times 
worſe; and, what is {ti} an aggravation, with infinitely 
more wit and learning, and ſtronger arguments: fo that, as 
politics run, I do not know a perſon of more exceptionable 
principles than yourſelf: and if ever I ſhall be diſcovered, 
I think you will be bound in honour to pay my fine, and 
ſupport me in priſon; or elſe I may chance to inform a- 
gainſt you by way of repriſal. 

In the mean time I beg your Lordſhip to receive my 


confeſſion ; that if there be any ſuch a thing as a dependen- 


cy of Ireland upon England, otherwiſe than as I have ex - 
plained it, either * the law 5 God, of nature, of rea · 


He publiſhed a book 1 in Gl King William III. intite, | 
I of Denmark, with a large . — / | 
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fon,, of nations, or of the /and; (which I ſhall die rather 


than grant), then was the proclamation againſt. me the 
molt merciful that ever was put out; and inſtead; of ac. 
cuſing me as malicious, wicked, and Zee, it might 


aye been direQly, as guilty. of high treaſon. | 


All 1 defire is, that the cauſe of my country "againſt Mr 
Wood may not ſuffer by any.inadyertency of mine. Whe- 
ther Ireland depends, upon 9 or only * God, 
the king, and the law); I hope no man will aſſert, that 
it depends upon Mr Wood. 1 ſhould be heartily ſorry. 
that this commendable: ſpirit againſt me ſhould accidental, 
ly (and what, 1 hope, was never intended): ſtrike a damp 
upon that ſpirit in al ranks. and corporations of men a+ 
gainſt the deſperate and.ruinous delign of Mr. Wood. Let 
my countrymen blot out thoſe Parts in my laſt letter, which 
they diſlike, ;- and. let no ru/{ remain on my ſword to cure 


the wounds I have gixen to our moſt mortal enemy. When 


Sir Charles Sidley was taking the oaths, where ſeveral 


things were to be rannunced, he ſaid, be loved renoun- 


cing ;. aſked if any more were to be renaunced; for he 
was ready to renounce as much as they pleaſed, Although 


IJ am not ſo thorough. a. remaumrer, yet let me have but gad 


gily- ſecurity this peſtilent coinage, and 1; ſhall be 
7. not only to rezaunee every ſyllable in all my four 
letters, but to deliver, them chearfully with my own hard: 


into thoſe of the common haugman to be burnt with no 


better company than the cainer i effigies; if any part of it 
hath eſcaped out of the ſecular hands of my 1 fende, 


che common people. 
But, whatever the e of ſome, peo ole. may: be; 


1 think it is agreed that many of thoſe who ubſeribed a- 


ker me, are on the fide of a vaſt majority in the king- 
om, who oppoſed en : nod it was with, great. 
fausfattion, 


As the Drapier's letidrs' were written expreſsly againſt 


Wood's halfpence, it might well be imagined that a proclama- 


tion againſt the author would produce an opinion, that to op- 


poſe Wood's halfpence: was illegal, and ſudj ected the party to 
pains and penalties: to prevent ſo fatal a miſtake, it is here re- 
that many of thoſe who ſabſcribed the proclamation, 
were yet — oppoſers of Wood's project. This diftinc- | 
tion 


* 


J ˙ . oa on. de . A ß ² 8 


DD 


e 


%, 


„ ⁰ TYP es, 


© DO On QnyawyWw 4 


UE TTHWR AY. 08. 


CatataBion, that 1 -obſerved Tome right lets namen 


very amicably joined with my dn at the bottom of a rong 


declaration againſt him and his coin. But if the admiſſion 
of it among us be already determined, the worthy perſon 
who is to betray me, ought in 
convenient ſpeed; or eiſe it may he diſſicult to ſind three 
hundred pounds Sterling for the Yiſcharpe of his hice, when 


„to do it wich all 8 


the public ſhall have Joſt five hundred thouſand, if there 


be 6 much in che nation; beſides: foar pour cp 


income for erer. 
I am told by di dati in quarels hath man and 


man it is of much weight, :which'of them gave the firſt pro- 


vocation, or ſtruck the firſt blow. It is manifeſt that Mr 
Wood hath Yone both: and therefore I ſhoũld humbly pro- 
poſe to have him firſt hangeu, and his uur thrown into 
the ſea: after which the drapier will be ready to ſtand his 


trial. I muſt, needs be that b come, but abe un- 
to him by whom the offence comet 


If Mr Wood had 
held his hand, every body elſe ry have held their 
tongues ; and then there — have been little need of 
pamphlets, juries, or ' proclamations upon this occaſion, 
The provocation muſt needs have been very great, which 
could ſtir up an obſcure, indolent drapier to become an 
author. One would almolt think, the very fones in the 
ſtreet wonld r4/e up in ſuch a cauſe: and I am not ſure 
they will not do ſo againſt Mr Wood, if ever he comes 
within their reach. It is a known ſtory of the dumb boy, 
whoſe tongue forced a paſſage for ſpeech by the horror of 
ſeeing a dagger at his father's throat. This may leſſen 
the wonder, that a tradeſman hid in privacy and filence 
ſhould. cry out, when the life and being of his political mo- 
ther a W before his face, and by ſo infamous a 
wretch, 

But in the mean time Mr'Wood the deſtroyer of a kings. 
dom walks about in triimph, (unleſs it be true, that he 


is in Jail for debt), n he who endeavoured to ert 


tion leyet more explicit in the letter to a tied which 

was wiltten ſoon after the fourth letter, and intended to be the 

fifth, though for ſome reaſons deferred. -------- See the letter to 

Lord Middleton, and the note prefixed. Hauk. 110 
b . f 
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the liberty. of hit cauntey is forced to hide bis head Tor oc- 
caſionally dealing in a matter of-controverfy, However, 1 
am not the fiſt, who hath been condemned to death for 
gaining a great victory over a powerful enemy by Ro 
theying for once the ſtrict orders of military diſcipline. 
I am no reſolved to follow {after the uſual — 
n mankind, becauſe it is too late) the advice given me 
by a certain dear . He ſhewed the miſtake I was in, of 
truſting to the general good will of the people; that 1 had 
ſucceeded Wa better than could be expected; but that 
ſome unfortunate circumſtantial lapfe would probably bring 
me within the reach of pat: that my good: intentions 
would be no ſecurity agaiaſt 4ho/e who aatched every mo- 
tion of iny peri in the bitterneſs.of my: foul. He ꝓtoduced 
an inſtance of a. perſon as innocent, as diſintereſted, and 
as well meaning as myſelf; who had written a very fea- 
ſonable and inoffenſive treatiſe, exhorting the people of 
this kingdom to wear their own manufactures; for which 
however. the printer M proſecuted with the utmoſt viru- 
lence; the jury ſent bact nine times; and the man given 


up io the mercy of the court. The dean further obſerved. 


that I was in a manner leſt alone to ſtand the battle; while 
others, who had ten thouſand times better talents than a 
drapier, were ſo prudent as tolie ſtill; and perhaps thought 


it no unpleaſant amuſement to Jook on with ſafety, while 


another was giving them diverſan at the hazard of his li- 
berty and fortune; and thought they made a fufficient re- 
compenſe by a little applauſe: whereupon he concluded 
with a ſhort ſtory of a jew at Madrid; who being con- 
demned to the fire on account of his religion, a eroud of 
ſchoolboys following him to the ſtake, and apprehending 
they might loſe their part if he ſhould happen to recant, 
would often clap him on the back, and * Sia n 
Moyſe, (Moſes. continue fiedfaff). 
I allow this gentleman's advice to have. been 10 good, 


and his obſervations juſt; and in one reſpect my condition 
is worſe than that of the Jo's for no recantation e 


4 The: author 3 to mean lumſelt 


+ The author means himſelf again; in the diſconrſe eines the 
people of Ir Ireland to wear their own. manufactures. | 
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fave me. However, it ſhould ſeem by ſome late proceed - 


ingl, that my ſtate is not altogether deplorable. This 1 


can impute to nothing but the fteadineſs of #avo impartial 
grand juries ; which hath confirmed in me an opinion I 
have long entertained ; that, as philoſophers ſay, virtue 
is ſeated in the middle ; ſo in another ſenſe, the little vir- 
tue left in the world is chiefly to be found among the id- 
tle rank of mankind, who are neither allured out of her 
paths by anbition, nor driven by poverty. 

Since the proclamation occaſioned by my laſt letter, and 
a due preparation for proceeding againſt me in a court of 
juſtice, there have been two printed papers clandeſtinely 
ſpread about; whereof no man is able to trace the origi- 
nal, further than by conjecture ; which, with its-uſual cha- 
rity, lays them to my account. The former is intitled, 
Seaſonable advice, and appears to have been intended for 
information of the grand jury, upon the ſuppoſition of a 
bill to be prepared againſt that letter. The other is an ex- 
tract from a printed book of parliamentary proceedings, in 
the year 1680; containing an angry reſolution of the 
houſe of Commons in England againſt diſſolving grand ju- 
ries. As to the former, your Lordſhip will find it to be 
the work of a more artful hand than that of a common 
drapier. It hath been cenſured for endeavouring to influ- 


_ ence the minds of a jury, which ought to be wholly free 


and unbiaſſed; and for that reaſon it it manifeſt, that no 
judge was ever known, either zpon or off the bench, either 
by 4imſelF or his dependents, to uſe the leaſt inſinuation, 
that might poſſibly affect the paſhons or intereſts of any 
one ſingle juryman, much leſs of a whole 7aury ; whereof 
every man muſt be convinced, who will juſt give himſelf the 
trouble to dip into the common printed trials: ſo as it is 
amazing to think, what a number of «pright judges there 
have been in both kingdoms for above „ixty years pat: 
which, conſidering how long they held their offices uring 
pleaſure, as chey Hill do among us *, I account next to a 
miracle. | . | 

perhaps this may account for Whitſhed's conduct. See the 
notes prefixed to the propoſal for the ſole uſe of Itiſh manufactures, 
and ſuperadded to the ſeaſonable advice 10 the grand jury, both in 
this volume. | 
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As to the other paper, I muſt confeſs it is a ſharp cen · 
ſure from an Engliſh houſe of Commons againſt J iſſolvin 
grand juries by any judge before the end of the term, 52 
ſizes, or ſeſſions, while matters are under their conſidera- 
tion and not preſented, as arbitrary, illegal, deſtructive 
to public juſtice, a manifeſt violation of his oath, and as 
a means to ſubvert the fundamental laws of the kingdom. 

However, the publiſher ſeems to have been miſtaken in 
what he aimed at, For whatever dependence there may 
be of Ireland upon England, I hope he would not inſinu- 
ate, that the proceedings of a lord chief juſtice in Ireland 
mult depend upon a reſolution of an Engliſh houſe of Com- 
mons, Beſides that reſolutian, although it were levelled 
againſt a particular lord chief juſtice, Sir William Scroggs, 
yet the occaſion was directly contrary. For Scroggs di/- 
ſolved the grand jury of London for fear they /hould pre- 
ſent 3 but ours in Dublin was 4i/o/ved becauſe they would 
not preſent ; ; which vonderfully alters the caſe. And 
therefore a fecond grand jury ſupplied that defect by ma- 
king a preſentment * that pleaſed the whole kingdom. How- 
ever, I think it is agreed by all parties, that both the one 
and the other jury behaved themſelves in ſuch a manner, 
as ought to be remembered to their honour, while there 
ſhall be any regard left Among us for virtue or public ſpi- 
nit. | 

I am confident your Lordſhip will be of my ſentiments 
in one thing; that ſome ſhort plain authentic tract might 
be publiſhed for the information both of petty and grand 
Juries, how far their power reacheth, and where it is li- 
mited ; and that a printed copy of ſuch a treatiſe might 
be depoſited i in every court to be conſulted by the jury- 
men, before they conſider of their verdict; by which a- 
bundance of inconveniencies would be avoided, whereof 
innumerable inſtances might be produced from former 
times; becauſe I will ſay nothing of the preſent, 

I have read ſomewhere, of an eaſtern king, who put a 
Judge to death for an iniquitous ſentence ; and ordered his 
bide to be ſiuffed into a cuſhion, and placed upon the tri- 
bunal for the ſon to fit on, who was e to his fa- 


* See the efretment immediately preceding this letter. T5, 
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ther's office. I fancy, ſuch a memorial might not have 
been unuſeful to a ſon of Sir William Scroggs, and that 
both he and his ſucceſſors would often auriggle in their 
ſeats, as long as the cuſbion laſted: I wiſh the relator had 
told us what number of ſuch cuſhions there might be in 
that country. 

I cannot but obſerve to your Lordſhip, how nice and how 
dangerous a point it is grown, for a-private perſon to in- 
form the people, even in an affair where the public inter- 
eſt and ſafety are ſo highly concerned as that of Mr Wood ; 
and this in a country where /oyalty is woven into the very 

hearts of the people, ſeems a little extraordinary. Sir 
William Scroggs was the firſt who introduced that com- 
| mendable acuteneſi into the courts of judicature ; but how 
: far this practice hath been imitared by his ſucceſſors, or 
Nrained upon occafion, is out of my knowledge. When 
pamphlets unpleafing to the miniſtry were preſented as li- 
bels, he would order the offenſive paragraphs to be read 
before him; and ſaid it was ſtrange, that the judges and 
lawyers of the king's bench ſhould be duller than all the 
people of England : and he was often fo very happy in ap- 
plying the initial letters of names, and expounding dubiour 
hitits, (the two common expedients among writers of that 
claſs for eſcapipg the law), that he diſcovered much more 
than ever the authors intended; as many of them, or their 
Þ printers, found to their coſt, If ſuch methods are to be 
followed in examining what I have already written, or may 


c „%%% / /c 


4 write hereafter, upon the ſubject of Mr Wood, I defy a- 
I ny man of fifty times my underſtanding and caution to a- 
t void being intrapped : unleſs he will be content to write 
2 what none will read, by repeating over the old arguments 
- and computations, whereof the world is already grown 
x weary, So that my good friend Harding lies under this 


dilemma ; either to let my learned works hang for ever 
a-drying upon his lines, or venture to publiſh them at 
bY the hazard of being laid by the bels. 

I need not tell your Lordſhip where the difficulty lies: 
it is true, that the King and the laws permit us to refuſe 
this coin of Mr Wood ; but at the ſame time it is equal- 
| ly true, that the King and the laws permit us to receive 
, | it. Now, it is barely poſſible, that the miniſters in n 
12 | | 


104 THE DRAPIER's LETTERS. 


land may not ſuppoſe the conſequences of uttering, that 
braſs among us to. be ſo ruinous as: we apprehend ; be- 
cauſe. perhaps, if they underſtood it in that light, they 
would in common humanity uſe their credit with his Ma- 
jelty for ſaving a moſt loyal kingdom from deſtruction. 
But as Tong as it ſhall pleaſe thoſe great perſons to think 
+ that coin will not be /o very pernicious to us, we lie under 
the diſadvantage of being cenſured as obſtinate in not com- 
glying with a royal patent. Therefore nothing remains 
but to make uſe of that liberty, which the Xing and the 
laws have left us, by continuing to. refuſe this eoin; and 
by frequent remembrances to keep up that ſpirit raiſed 
againſt it, which otherwiſe may be. apt to flag, and perhaps 
in time to fink altogether, For any public order againſt re- 
ceiving or uttering Mr Wood's halfpence is not FP ene to 
be expected in this kingdom without directions from Eng- 
land; which I think nobody preſumes, or is ſo. ſanguine to 
bope. | | = 
But to confeſs the truth, my Lord, I begin to grow 
weary of my office as a writer; and could heartily, wiſh 
it were devolyed upon my brethren, the makers of /ongs 
and ballads, who. perhaps are the beſt qualified at preſent 
to gather up the gleanings of this controverſy. As to my- 
ſelf, it bath been my misfortune to begin, and purſue it up- 
on a wrong foundation. For, having detected the frauds 
and falſehoods of this vile impoſtor Wood in every part, 
I fooliſhly di/dained to have recourſe to whining, lament- 
ing, and crying for mercy; but rather choſe to appeal ta 
law and liberty, and the commen rights of mankind, with- 
out conſidering the climate I was in. 1 
Since your laſt reſidence in Ireland, I frequently have 
taken my nag to ride about your grounds; where I fancied 
- inyſelf to fee] an air of freedom breathing round me; 
and I am glad the low condition of a tradeſman did not 
qualify me to wait on you at your houſe; for then, I am 
afraid, my writings would not have eſcaped /everer cen- 
| fures, But 1 have lately ſold my nag, and honeſtly told 
his greateſt fault, which was that of ſnuffing up the air 
about Brackdenſtown.z whereby he became ſuch a lover 
of liberty, that I could ſcarce hold him in, I have like- 
wiſe buried at the bottom of a ſtrong cheſt your Lordfhip's 
A a writings 
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writings under a heap of others that treat of /iberty ; 
and ſpread over a /ayer or two of Hobbs, Filmer, Bodin, 
and many more authors of that ſtamp, to be readieſt at 

hand, whenever I ſhall be diſpofed to take up a ac 2 

of principles in government. In the mean time I deſig 

quietly to look to my ſhop, and Keep as far out of your 
Lordſhip's influence as poſſible: and if you ever ſee any 
more of my writings on this ſubje&, I promiſe you ſhalf 
find them as innocent, as iafipid, and without a ſting, as 
what F have now offered you. But, if your Lordſhip wilt 
pleaſe to give me an eaſy leaſe of ſome part of your eſtate 
in Yorkſhire, thither will L carry my cheſt : and turning. 
it upſide down, reſume my political reading where I left 
off; feed on plain homely fare, and live and die a free- 
honeſt Engliſh farmer; but not without regret for leaxing 
my countrymen ander the dread of the brazen talons of 
Mr Wood ; my moſt loyal and innocent countrymen z to 
whom I owe ſo much for their good opinion of me, and 
my poor endeavours to ſerve them, 1. am, with the great 


eſt reſpect, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 


| = | dll 27 ih 

moſt obedient ; 4 

and moſt humble ſervant, © 

From my "AA in 18 M. B. 
St Francis ſtreet, A835 if 


Dec. 14. 1724. 


Theſe papers ( 70 the ſix and 2 ketters were not cable 
ed tl long afterwards) prevailed, not withſtanding threats, proſs- 
cutions, and impriſonment, againſt all the influence of teuer and 
all the artifices of cunning : perſons of every rank and every ſet 
united with the drapier in the common cauſe, his health was a fer- 
petual toaſt, and his effigies were diſplayed in every ſireet ; Wool 
was compelled to withdraw his patent, * bis Dal{pcuce were 19. 
ae Suppreſſed. 
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A LETTER to the Lied cher 
| M1DDLETON k. 


Written in the year 1724. 


[By many paſſages in the following letter, and by the date 
Ock. 6 1724, it appears to have been written ſoon after the pro- 
clamation againſt the drapier for his fourth letter, and before the 
Jury had thrown out the bill of indictment. At this criſis per- 
haps the Dean did not chuſe to reſume a character which was 

obnoxious, and therefore wrote in his own : the origi- 

nal was ſigned with his name, though it appeared to have been 
obliterated by another hand: for ſome reaſon the publication 
of it was delayed, and it was firſt printed in an edition of the 
Dean's works publiſhed at Dublin in 1725. This however is not 
the only reaſon why it is placed after the fifth letter; for the 
fifth letter appears to have been ſubſtituted in its ſtead, and not 
jntended to follow it. The fourth letter, both in this and'i in the 
fifth, is called the laſt ; which could not have happened if both 
had been parts. of the ſame ſeries. 

The reader will now eaſily account for thoſe paſſages. in the 
Auth, by which the proſecution againſt Harding appears to be 
depending, though is the fifth. it is mentioned as paſt.] 


\ 


My Lexp, 


1 Deſire you will conſider me as a memder, who comes 
in at the latter end of a debate; or as a lawyer, who- 
fpcaks to a cauſe, when the matter hath been almoſt ex- 
Far by thoſe who ſpoke before. 

I remember fome months ago I was at your houſe upon 
a commiſſion, where Fam one of the governors; but I went 
er -not fo mach on account of the commiſſion, 11 to 
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TO LORD MIDDLETON. voz 
aſk you ſome queſtions concerning Mir Wood's patent to 
coin halfpence for Ireland; where you very freely told me 
in a mixed company, how much you had been always againſt 


that wicked project &; which raiſed in me — for 
you ſo far, that I went in a few days to make you a viſit af- 


ſo many years intermiſſion. I am likewife told, that 
your ſon wrote two letters from London, (one of which I 


have ſeen), impowering thoſe to whom they were direct. 
ed, to aſſure his friends; that whereas there was a malici- 
ous report ſpread of his engaging himſelf to Mr Walpole 


for forty thouſand pounds of Wood's coin to be received 


in Ireland, the ſaid report was falſe and groundleſs; and 
he had never difcourſed with that miniſter on this ſub 

nor would ever give his conſent to have one farthjng 0 the 
ſaid coin current here. And although it be long fince E 
have given myſelf the trouble of converſing with people of 
titles or ſtations; yet J have been told by thoſe who can 
take up with ſuch amuſements, that there is not a conſider- 
able perſon of the kingdom ſcrupulous in any fort to declare 
kis opinion. But all this is needleſs to alledge, when we 
conſider, that the ruinous conſequenees of Wood's patent 

have been ſo ſtrongly repreſented by both houſes of par- 


kament; by the privy council; the Lord Mayor and alder- 


men of Dublin; by fo many corporations; and the con- 
currence of the principal gentlemen in moſt counties at their 
Juarterſeſfons, without any regard to Party minen, or 


nation. 


I conclude from "FAROE that the currency. of theſe half- 
pence would in the aerial opinion of our people be ut- 
terly deſtructive to this kingdom; and conſequently that 
it is every man's duty not only to refuſe this evin himſelf, 
but as far as in him lies, to perſuade others to do the 
ke: and whether this be done in private or in print, is 

all a caſe; as no layman is forbidden to write, or to diſ- 
courſe upon religious or moral ſubjects, athough he may 
not do it in a pulpit (at leaſt in our church). Neither is 
this an afar of ſtate, — R EP 


bo Lord Middleton, though he ſianed the . -gainfb 


the drapier, was yet an enemy to Wood's project, as appears by 
Everal paſſages in this letter. Hake © 
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168 TO LORD |MIDDLETON: 


clare-it ſo: or if you ſhould underſtand it in that ſenſe, 
yet you will pleaſe to conſider, that I am not no preach- 
Therefore I do think it my duty, fince the drapier will 
probably be no more heard of, ſo far to ſupply his place, 
as not to- incur his fortune; for L have learned from old 
experience, that there are times wherein a man ought to 


be cautious as well as innocent. I therefore hope, that 


preſerving both thoſe characters, I may be allowed, by of- 
- fering new arguments or enforcing old ones, to refreſh the 
memory of my fellow - ſubjects, and keep up that good 
ſpirit raiſed among them to preſerve themſelves from utter 
ruin by lawful means, and ſuch as are permitted by his 
Majeſty. 00 Sued 07 7351909 5 ES 912 ety 7 
Il I believe you will pleaſe to allow me two propoſitions; 
firſt, that we are a moſt-loyal. people; and ſecondly, that 
we are a free people, in the common acceptation of that 
word applied to a ſubject under a limited monarch. I 
know very well, that you and 1 did many years ago in diſ- 
courſe differ much in the preſence of Lord Wharton about 
the meaning of that word liberty with relation to Ireland, 
But if you will not allow us to be a free people, there is on- 
Jy. another appellation left, which, I doubt, my Lord. Chief 
Juſtice Whitſhed would call me to account for, if I ven- 
ture to beſtow:: for I ohſerved (and E ſhall never forget 
upon what occaſion) the device upon his coach to be Li- 
bertas et natale ſolum, at the very point of time when he 
* ſiing in his court, and perjuring himſelf to betray 
th *. „ einn Nie man 
Now, as for our loyalty to his preſent Majeſty ; if it 
hath. ever been equalled in any other part of his dominions; 
L am ſure it hath never been exceeded : and I am confident 
he bath not a miniſter in England, who could ever call it 
once in queſtion ;_ but that ſome hard rumours.at leaſt have 
been tranſmitted. from-t'other fide the. water, I ſuppoſe you 
will not doubt: and: rumours of the ſevereſt kind; which 
many good people have. imputed to the indirect proceeding 
of Mr Wood and his emiſſaries: as if he endeavoured it 
mould be thought, that our loyalty depended upon the teſt 


ee be addreſs io bath t6afes of parliament, by bl. B. drapicr . 
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of refuſing or taking his copper. Now, as I am ſure you 
will admit us to be a loyal. people; ſo. you will think it 
pardonable in us to hope for all proper marks of favour and 
protection from ſo gracious a King, that a loyal and free 


people can expect: among which, we all agree in reckon- 


ing this to be one, that Wood's halfpence may never have 
entrance into this kingdom. And this we ſhall. continue to 
w/h, when we dare no longer expreſs our wiſnes: although 
there were no ſuch mortal as a drapier in the world. 

I am heartily ſorry, that any writer ſhould, in a cauſe ſo 
generally approved, give occaſion to the government and, 
council to charge him with * , paragraphs highly reflect- 
“ ing upon his Majeſty and his miniſters; tending to alie- 
<« nate the affections of his good ſubjeds i in England and 
% Ireland from each other; and to promote ſedition among 
« the people. I muſt, confels, that with many others L 
thought he meant well; alchough he might have the ſail- 
ing of better writers, to. be not always, e in the, 
manner of expreſſing himſelf. 

However, ſince the Aa is but one man, 1 ſhall 
think} do a public ſervice. by aſſerting, that the reſt. of 
my ne are wholly free from learning out of his 
pamphlets to reflect on the King or * -muniſters, — — 
breed ſedition. 

I ſolemnly. declare, that I never once hens the 1 * 
flection caſt upon the King on the ſubject of Mr Wood's. 

coin: for in many diſcourſes on this matter, I do not re- 
member his Majeſty's name to be ſo much as mentioned. 
As to the miniſtry in England, the only two perſons hint « 
ed at were the Duke of Grafton and Mr Walpole. The 
former, as I have heard you and a hundred others affirm, 
declared, that he never ſaw the patent in favour of Mr 
Wood, before it was. paſſed, although he was then Lord. 
Lieutenant; and therefore I ſuppoſe every body believes, 
= his Grace hath been wholly unconcerned in it ever 

ce. i 


Mr Waals va was 9 ſuppoſed. to be underſtood by 


the letter W. in ſeveral news- papers; where it is ſaid, 
that ſome. expreſſons fell from him not very farourable 


* In the drepicr's 4th letter, ed vital 235 5AKR * 
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110 TO LORD MIDDLETON. 

to the people of Ireland; for the truth of which the 
kingdom is not to anſwer, any more than for the diſ- 
eretion of the publiſhers, ' You obſerve, the drapier 
wholly clears Mr Walpole of this charge by very ſtrong 
arguments ;- and ſpeaks of him with civitity. I cannot de. 
ny myſelf to have been often preſent, where the company 
gave their opinion that Mr Walpole favoured Mr Wood's 
projects, which I always contradicted; and for my own 
part, never once opened my lips againſt that miniſter either 
in mixed or particular meetings: and my reaſon for this 
reſervedneſs was; becauſe it pleaſed him in the Queen's 
time, (I mean Queen Anne, of ever bleſſed memory), to 


make a ſpeech rely een bis by am in the Bouſe of 


Commons, as 1 was told à very few minutes after in che 

court of requeſts by more than bfey members. 
But you, Who are in a great ſtation here, GE any. thing 

here may be called great), cannot be ignorant, that who- 
ever is undetſtood by pablic voice to be ehief midiſler, will 
among the general talkers ſhare the blame, whether juſtly 
or no, of every thing that is diſſixed; which I could eaſi- 
ly make appear in may inſtantes from my own knowledge, 
while I was in the world; and' particularly in the caſe of 
the * greateſt; the wiſeſt, and the moſt avesrript mütter 
I ever converſed with, 

But, Whatever unpleaſing opinion ſome people mi he 
conceive of Mr 2 _ of thoſe ye mi 
I date boldly affitm it was entitely owing' to Mr Wood. 
Many perfont-of credit: eSme from England have affirmed 
to me and others, that they have feen letters under his 
hand full of arrbgance and infolence towards Freland, and 
boaſting of his favour with Mr Walpole ; which is highly 
probable'; ' becauſe he reaſonably thought it for his inter- 
eſt to ſpread ſuch a report, becaufe it is the known 
talent of low and little ſpirits, to have 4 great man's name 
perpetually in their mouths, 

Thus I have ſufficiently juſtified the people of Ireland 
from learning any bad out of the drapier's pam- 
Phlets with «Hong to his Majeſty and his miniſters : and 
therefore, if thoſe papers were intended to ſow fedition a- 


* Suppoſed to be the Lord Treaſurer Oxford. ; 
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mong us, God be thanked the. feeds have RA 2 
very improper ſoililIl. 
As to alienating 15 * Ms of che people of England 
and Ireland from each other; I believe the drapier, 


whatever his i enden vre, bah. 18 ths W U a 
he found it. 


l have lived long in hoth Me ig as well i in country 

as in town; and therefore take. myſelf to be as well in- 
—— as moſt men, in-zhe diſpoſitions. of each people to- 
wards the other. By the people 1 undeſtand here, only 
the bulk of the common people; and 1 deſire no lawyer 
may diſtort or extend my meaning. 


There is a vein of induſtry and parſimony, that runs 


through the whole people of England, which added to the 


eaſineſs of their rents makes them rich and ſturdy. As to 
Ireland, they know little more of it than they do of Mexi- 
coz farther than that it is a country ſubject to the King of 
England, full of bogs, inhabited by wild Iriſh Papiſis, who 
are kept in awe by mercenary troops ſent from thence ; and 
their general opinion is, that it were better for England 
if this whole iſland were ſunk into the ſea : for they 
have a tradition, that, every forty years there mult be 
a rebellion in Ireland. I haye ſeen. the groſſeſt ſuppoſi- 
tions paſs upon them; that the avi/d Iriſh were taken in 
toils; but that in ſome time they would grow ſo tame, as 
to eat out of your hands: I have been aſked by hundreds, 
and particularly by my neighbours your tenants at Pepper - 
hara, whether 1 had come from Ireland by ſea: and upon 
the arival of an Iriſh an to a country-town, I have known 
crouds coming about him, and wondering to ſee him look 
ſo much better than themſelves. _ _ 

A gentleman now in Dublin affirms, that * ſome 
months ago through Northampton, and finding the whole 
town in a lurry, with bells, bonſires, and illuminations; 
upon aſking the cauſe, he was told, it was for joy that 
the Iriſh had ſubmitted to receive Wood's halfpence. 
This, I think, plaioly ſhews what ſentiments that large 


_ town hath of us; and how little they made it their own 


caſe; although. they lie direQly in our way to London, 
and therefore cannot but be frequently convinced that we 
have human ſhapes. 


As 


| *. TO LORD MIDDLET ON. 
As to the people of this kingdom, they conſiſt either 
of Iriſh Papiſts, who are as inconſiderable in point of 
power, as the women and children; or of Engliſh Pro- 
teſtantt, who love their brethren of that kingdom, al- 
though they may poſhbly ſometimes complain when they 
think they are © handy uſed : however, 1 confeſs ] do not 
Tee that it is of any great conſequence, how their perſon- 
al affections ſtand to each other, while the ſea divides 
them, and while they continue in their loyalty to the ſame 
prince. And yet I will appeal to you, whether thoſe from 
England have reaſon to complain, when they come hither 
in purſuit of their fortunes ? or, whether the people of 
Ireland have reaſon to boaſt, when ny 80 to , 
on the ſame deſignn? 
My ſecond propoſition was, that we of Ireland are a 
free people: this, I ſuppoſe, you will allow, at leaſt with 
certain limitations remaining in your own breaſt. How- 
ever, 1 am ſure it is not criminal to affirm; becauſe the 
words liberty and | property, as applied to the ſubject, are 
often mentioned in both houſes of parfiament, as well as 
in yours and other courts below: from whence it muſt fol- 
low, that the people of Ireland do, or ought to enjoy all the 
benefits of the common and ſtatute law; ſuch as to be 
tried by juries, to pay no money without their own con- 
ſent as repreſented in parliament, and the like. If this be 
ſo, and-if it be univerſally agreed, that a free people can - 
not by law be compelled to take any money in payment, 
except gold and ſilver; I do not ſee why any man ſhould 
be hindered from cautioning his countrymen againſt this 
coin of William Wood; who is endeavouring by fraud to 
rob us of that property, which the laws have ſecured. If 
I am miſtaken, and this copper can be obtruded on us, I 
would put the drapier's caſe in another light by ſappoſing, 
that a perſon going into his ſhop ſhould agree for thirty 
ſhillings. worth of goeds, and force the ſeller to- take his 
payment in z parcel of copper-pieces intrinſically not worth 
above à crown + I deſire to know whether the drapier 
would not be actually robbed of five and twenty” ſhillings ; 
and how far he could be ſaid to be maſter of his property: : 
The ſame queſtion may be applied to rents and debts on bond 
or mortgage, * to all kind of commerce whatſoever. 
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Duwe me leave to do what the drapier hath done more 

an once before me; which is, to relate the naked fact, 
as it ſtands in the view of the world. 2 

One William Wood, Eſq; and hardwareman, obtains by 

fraud a patent in England to coin ro8,000 4. in copper to 


paſs in Ireland, leaving us liberty to take or to refuſe. The 


people here, in all ſorts of bodies and repreſentatives, do 
openly and heartily declare, that they will not accept this 


coin: to juſtify theſe declarations they generally offer two 


reaſons; ſirſt, becauſe by the words of the patent they 
are left to their own choice; and ſecondly, becauſe they 
are not obliged by law : ſo that you ſee there is bellum 
atque virum, a kingdom on one fide, and William Wood 
on the other. And if Mr Wood gets the victory at the 
expenſe-of Ireland's ruin, and the profit of one or twe 
hundred thouſand pounds (1 mean by continuing and coun- 
terfeiting as long as he lives) for himſelf ; I doubt, both 
preſent and future ages will at leaſt think i it a very en 
ſcheme. 


If this fact be truly ſtated, I mult confeſs, 1 look upon 


it as my duty, ſo far as God hath enabled me, and as long 


as I keep within the bounds of truth, of duty, and of de- 
cency, to warn my fellow - ſubjects, as they value their king, 
their country, and all that ought or can be dear to them, 
never to admit this pernicious coin; no not ſo much as one 
gle halfpenny. For, if one ſingle thief forces the 
door, it 4s in vain to talk of keeping out the whole crew 
behind. 


And while 1 ſhall be hug employed, I will never give 


. myſelf leave toſuppoſe that what 1 fay can either offend 


my Lord Lieutenant *, whole perſon and great qualities I 
have always highly reſpected (as L am ſure his Excellency 
will be my witneſs), or the miniſters in England, with 
whom I have nothing to do, or they with me; much leſs 
the privy council here; who, as I am informed, did fend 
an addreſs to his Majeſty againſt Mr Woed's coin; which 
if it be a miſtake, I defire 1 may not be accaſed for a 


Apreader of falfe news: but I confeſs, 1am fo great a ſtran - 


ger to affairs, that, for any thing 1 bun. the whole body 


* Lord Carteret, now Earl Granville. ; | 
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of the council may ſince have been changed: and although 
1 obſerved ſome of the very ſame names in a late declara- 
tion againſt that coin, which I ſaw ſubferibed to the pro- 
clamation againſt the drapier, yet poſſibly they may be 
different perſons : for they are utterly unknown to me, 
21 are like to continue ſo. 

In this controverſy, where the reaſoners on each ſide 
are divided by St George's channel, his Majeſty's preroga- 
tive perhaps would not have been mentioned, if Mr Wood 
and his advocates had not made it neceſſary by giving out, 
that the'currency of his coin ſhould be enforced by a pro- 
clamation. The tradets and common people of the king- 
dom were heartily willing to refuſe this coin; but the fear 
of a proclamation brought along with it moſt dreadful ap- 
prehenſions. It was therefore abſolutely neceſſary for the 
drapier to remove this difficulty; and accordingly in one 
of his former pamphlets he produced invincible arguments, 
(here ever he pieked them up), that the King's prerogative 


was not at all concerned in the matter; ſince the law had 


ſufficiently provided againſt any coin to de impoſed on the 
ſubject, except gold and ſilver; and that copper is not 
money, but, as it hath been properly called, GR 
_famulus. 

The three. former letters from the drapier ben g not 
received any public cenſure, I look upon them to be with- 
out exception; and that the good people of the kingdom 
ought to read them often in order to keep up that ſpirit 
raiſed againſt this deſtructive coin of Mr Wood. As 2 
this laſt letter, againſt which a proclamation i is iſſued; 
ſhall only ſay, that I could wiſh it were ſtripped of fl 
that can be any way exceptionable; which I would not 
think it below me to undertake, if my "abilities were equal ; 
but being naturally ſomewhat low of comprehenſion, no 
lawyer, and apt to believe the beſt of thoſe who profeſs 
good deſigns without any viſible motive either of profit or 
honour ; I might pore for 1 without Og N the 
cockle from the corn. 

That which J am told gives the greateſt were on in this 
laſt letter * is, where the drapier affirms, that if a rebel- 


Letter 4. See the note prefixed to this letter. 
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lion ſhould prove ſo ſucceſsful; as to ſix the pretender on 
the throne of England, he would venture ſo far to tranſ- 
greſs the Iriſh ſtatute, which unites Ireland to England un- 
der one king, as to loſe every dy of his oe to hinder 
him from: being king of Ireland. 

I ſhall not preſume to vindicate any man, who Wi 
declares he would tranſgreſs a ſtatute, and a ſtatute of ſuch. 
importance: but, with the moſt humble ſubmiſſion and de- 
fire of pardon for a very innocent miſtake, I ſhould be apt 
to think, that the loyal intention of the writer might be 
ar leaſt ſome ſmall extenuation of his crime: for in this- 
1 confeſs myſelf to think with the drapier. 

I hare not been hitherto told. of any other objeclions a- 
gaiaſt that pamphlet; but 1 ſuppoſe they will all appear at 
the proſecution of the drapier. And I think, whoever in 
his own conſcience believes the ſaid pamphlet to be ui - 
ted and malicious, ſeditious and ſcandalous, highly reflett- 
ing upon bis Majeſly and his miniſters, &c, would do well 


ww 9 


to diſcover the author, (as little a friend as I am to the 
: trade of informers), although the reward of 300 J. had not 
4 been tacked to the diſcovery, I own, it would be a great 
; ſatisfaction to me to hear the arguments not only of jud-- 
; ges, but of lawyers upon this caſe, Becauſe you cannot 
t but know, there often happen occaſions, wherein it would 
- be very convenient, that the bulk of the people ſhould: be 
I informed how they ought to conduct themſelves; and- 
t therefore it hath been the wiſdom of the Englith parka- 
r ments to be very reſerved in limiting the preſs, When a 
I bill is debating in either houſe of parhament, there nothing 
l is more uſual, than to have the controverſy handled by 
t pamphlets on both ſides, without the leaſt anne 
upon the author s. 
0 | So here, in the caſe of Mr Wood an his coin; 402 
8 the two houſes gave their opinion by addreſſes, how dan- 
Jy gerous the currency of that copper would be to Ireland, it 
E was without all queſtion both lawful and convenient; that 
the bulk of the people ſhould be let more particularly in- 
is to the nature of the danger they were in, and of the reme - 
1 dies that were in their own power, if they would have the 


ſenſe to apply them; and this cannot be more convenient- 
1y done, than NY" particular * to whom God hath- 
n K 2 i 1 - 
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given zeal and underſtanding ſufficient for ſuch an underta- 
king. Thus. it happened in the cafe of that deſtructive 
project for a bank in Ireland, which was brought into par- 

hament a few years ago; and it was allowed, that the ar- 
guments and writings of ſome without doors. contributed 
very much to reject it, 

Now, I ſhould be heartily glad, if ſome able idiots 
would prefcribe the limits, how far a private man may ven- 
ture in delivering his thoughts upon public matters: becaufe 
a true lover of his country may think it hard to be a quiet 
Hander-by, and an indolent looker-on, while a public error 
prevails, by which a whole nation may be ruined. Every | 
man who enjoys property, hath fome ſhare in the public; 
and therefore the care of the public is in ſome degree every 
ſuch man's concern, 

To come to particulars ; I could wiſh to know, whether 
it be utterly unlawful in any writer ſo much as to mention 
the prerogative; at leaſt ſo far as to bring it into doubt 
upon any point. whatſoever, I know it is often debated in 
Weſtminſter-hall ; and Sir Edward Coke, as well as other 
eminent lawyers, do frequently band that n in their 
books. 

Secondly, Mow far the wands 1 to 3 coin 
upon the ſubject, which is not Sterling; ſuch as lead; braſs, 
copper, mixed metal, ſhells, leather, or any other material; 
and fix upon it whatever denomination the crown ſhall think 
Ati 
| Thirdly, Whar is really and truly meant 1 that phraſe 
of a depending kingdom, as applied to Ireland, and wherein. 
that dependency eonſiſtee ß) 

Laſtly, lo what poinis relating to liberty and property 
the people of Ireland n or at leaſt ought to differ, from 
thoſe of England. 

If theſe particulars were munch fo clear, that none could 
- miſtake them, it would be of infinite eaſe and uſe to the 
kingdom; and either prevent or filence all diſcontents. 

My Lord Sommers; the greateſt man I ever knew of 
your robe, and whoſe thoughts of Ireland differed, as far 
as heaven and earth, from thoſe of ſome others among his 
brethren here, lamented to me, that the prerogative of the 
crown or the privileges of parliament ſhould ever be liable 
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to diſpute in any ſingle branch of either ; by which means, 
he ſaid, the public often ſuffered great inconveniencies, 


whereof he gave me ſeveral inſtances. I produce the au- 
thority of ſo eminent a perſon to juſtify my deſires, that- 


{ome high points might be cleared. 


For want of ſuch known aſcertainment how far a writer” 
may proceed in expreſſing his good wiſhes for his coun- 
try, a perſon of the moſt innocent intentions may poſſibly 
by the oratory and comments of lawyers be charged with 
many crimes, which from his very foul he abhors ; aud 


_ conſequently may be ruined in his fortunes, and left to rot 


among thieves in ſome ſtinking jail, merely for miſtaking 
the purlieus of the law. I have known in my lifetime a 
printer proſecuted. and convicted for publiſhing a pam - 
phlet *, where the author's intentions, I am confident, 


were as good and innocent as thoſe of a martyr at his 


laſt prayers. I did very lately, as I thought it my duty, 
preach to the people under my inſpection upon the ſub- 
ject of Mr Wood's: coin; and although I never heard 
that my. ſermon gave the leaſt offence, - as 1 am ſure 
none was intended, yet, if it were now printed and pu- 
bliſhed, I cannot ſay, I would inſure it from the bands 
of the common hangman, or my own perſon from thoſe- 
of a meſſenger; 

I have heard the late Chief Juſtice Holt affirm, that in 
all criminal caſes the moſt favourable interpretation ſhould 
be put upon words that they can poſhbly. bear. You meet 
the ſame poſition aſſerted in many trials. for the. greateſt 
crimes; though often very ill practiſed by the perpetual 


corruption of judges; And I remember at a trial in Kent, 


where Sir George Rook was indicted for calling a gentle- 
man knave and villain, the lawyer for the defendant brought 
off his client by alledging, that the words were not inju- 
rious; for knave in the old and true fignification imported 
only a fervant ; and villain. in Latin, is villicus, which is 
no more than a man employed in country-labour, or rather 
a bailey, 


If Sir John Halt's opinion were a ſtandard maxim for 


* Suproſed to'be, A propoſal for the univeral uſe of Iriſh ma 


nufactures, writler by the author. 
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all times and circumſtances, any writer with a very ſmall 


meaſure of diſcretion might eaſily be ſafe ; but I doubt in 
practice it hath been frequently controlled, at leaſt before 


his time: for I take it to be an old rule in law. 


I have read, or heard, a paſſage of Signor Leti an Ita- 
Han; who being in London, bufying himſelf with writing 
the hiſtory of England, told King Charles II. that he en- 
deavoured as much as he could to avoid giving offence, but 
found it a thing impoſſible, although he ſhould have been 
as wiſe as Solomon. The King anſwered, that if this 


were the caſe, he had better employ his time in writing 


proverbs as Solomon did: but Leti lay under no public 


neceſſity of writing; neither would England have been 


one halfpenny the better or the worſe, whether he writ 


or no, 


This ts. becaufe I know it will readily be ob- 
jected, What have private men to do with the Public 4 
what call had a drapier to turn politician, to meddle in 


matters of ſtate? would not his time have been better 
employed in looking to his ſhop; or his pen in writing 
proverbs, elegies, ballads, garlands, and wonders? he 


would then have been out of all danger of proclamations, 


and proſecutions. Have we not able magiſtrates and 


counſellors hourly watching over the public weal? All 


this may be true: and yet when the addreſſes from both 
| houſes of parliament againſt Mr Wood's halfpence failed 
of ſucceſs, if ſome pen had not been employed to in- 


form the people how far they might legally proceed in 
refuſing that coin, to detect the fraud, the artiſice, and 
inſolence of the coiner, and to lay open the moſt ruinous 


conſequences to the whole kingdom, which would inevi- 


tably follow from the currency of the ſaid coin, 1 might 
appeal to many hundred thouſand people, whether any one 
of them would ever have had the ATE or e to 


refuſe it. 


If this copper ſhould begin to make its way! among the 


common ignorant people, we are inevitably undone. It 
is they who give us the greateſt apprehenfion, being 


eaſily frighted, and greedy to ſwallow mifinformations : 
for, if every man were wiſe enough to underſtand his own 


intereſt, which is every man's principal ſtudy, there 


would 
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would be no need of pamphlets upon this occaſion: but, 
as things ſtand, I have thought it abſolutely neceſſary, 
from my daty to God, 'my King, and my country, to in- 


form the people, that the proclamation lately iſſued a- 
gainſt the drapier doth not in the leaſt affect the caſe of 


Mr Wood and his coin; but only refers to certain para- 


graphs in the drapier's laſt pamphlet “, (not immediately 
relating to his ſubject, nor at all to the merits of the 
cauſe), which the government was pleaſed to diſlike; ſo 
that any man has the ſame liberty to reject, to write, 
and to declare againſt this coin, which he had before: 
neither is any man obliged to believe, that thoſe honour- 
able perſons (whereof you are the firſt) who ſigned” that 


memorable proclamation againſt the drapier, have at all 


changed their opinions with regard to Mr Wood, or his 
coin. 


Therefore concluding myſelf to be FAR far upon a ſafe 


and ſure foot, I ſhall continue upon any proper occaſion, 


as God enables me, to revive and preſerve that ſpirit rat- 
ſed in the nation (whether the real author were a real 
drapier or no, is little to the purpoſe) againſt this horrid 
defign of Mr Wood ; at the ſame time carefully watching 
every ſtroke of my pen, and. venturing 'only to incur the 
public cenſure of the world as a writer, not of my Lord 
Chief Juſtice Whitſhed as a criminal. Whenever an or- 
der {hall come out by authority, forbidding all men upon 
the higheſt penalties to offer any thing in writing or diſ- 
courſe againft Mr Wood's halfpence, I ſhall certainly ſub- - 
mit, However, if that ſhould happen, I am determined 
to be ſomewhat more than the laſt man in the king- 


dom to receive them; becauſe 1 will never receive them at 
all: for although 1 know how to be filent, I have not yet 


learned to pay active obedience againſt my conſcience, and - 


the public ſafety. 


I deſire to put a caſe, which I think the drapier i in ſome 


of his books hath put before me, although not fo oa 2 as 


It requires, 
. You know the copper halfpence in England are coin- 
ed by che and every piece worth pretty near the 
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value of the copper. Now ſuppoſe, that, inſtead of the 
public coinage, a patent had been granted to ſome. pri- 
vate, obſcure perſon for coining a proportionable quanti- 
ty of copper in that kingdom, to what Mr Wood 1s pre- 
paring in this; and all of it at leaſt five times below the 
intrinſic value: the current money of England is reckon- 
ed to be twenty millions; and ours under * five hun- 
dred thouſand pounds: by this computation, as Mr Wood 
hath power to give us 108,000 pounds; ſo the patentee 
in England, by the ſame proportion, might circulate four 
millions three hundred and twenty thouſand pounds; be- 
ſides as much more by ſtealth and counterfeits. I deſire 
to know from you, whether the parliament might not have 
addreſſed upon ſuch an occaſion; what ſucceſs they proba- 
bly would have bad; and how many drapiers would have 
riſen to peſter the world wih pamphlets: yet that kingdom 
would not be ſo great a ſufferer as ours in the like caſe; 
becauſe their caſh would not be conveyed into foreign 
countries, but lie hid in the cheſts of cautious, thrifty men 
until better times. Then I deſire, for the ſatisfaction of 
the public, that you will pleaſe to inform me, why this 
country is treated in ſo very different a manner in a point 
of ſuch high importance; whether it be on account of 
Poining's act; of ſubordination; dependence; or any other 
term of art, which 1 ſhall not cones, but am too dull to 
underſtand, 
I am very ſenſible, that the good or ill ſucceſs of Mr 
Wood will affect you leſs than any perſon of conſequence 
in the kingdom; becauſe I hear you are ſo prudent as to 
make all your purchaſes i in England; and truly fo would 
I, if I had money, although I were to pay a hundred 
years purchaſe: becauſe I ſhould be glad to poſſeſs a free- 
hold, that could not be taken from me by any law, to 
which I did not give my own conſent : and where I ſhould 
never be in danger of receiving my rents in mixed copper 
at the loſs of ſixteen ſhillings in the pound, You can 
live in eaſe and plenty at Pepperhara in Surry; and 
therefore I thought it extremely generous and public: ſpi- 
rited in you to be of the kingdom's ſide i in this diſpure, by 


5 Ii is face ſunk to 209,000 2. 
iy ſhewing 


Ges Ea. boar d! 


Ane | 'We hs Ww Oh » 


wot 
„ 


2 


8 


LETTERS A OT 
ſewing without reſerve your diſapprobation of Mr Wood's 
deſign ; at leaſt if you have been fo frank to others as you 
were to me; which indeed I could not but wonder at, 


conſidering how much we differ in other points ; and there- 
fore I could get but few believers, when I attempted to 


juſtify you in this article from your own words. 


I would humbly offer another thought, which I do not 
remember to have fallen under the drapier's obſervation. 
If theſe halfpence ſhould once gain admittance, it is agreed, 
that in no long ſpace of time, what «by the clandeſtine 


practices of the coiner, what by his own counterfeits, and 


thoſe of others either from abroad or at home, his li- 


mited quantity would be tripled upon us, until there 


would not be a grain of gold or ſilver viſible in the nation. 


This, in my opinion, would lay a heavy charge upon the 
crown by creating a neceſſity of tranſmitting money from 


England to pay the falaries at leaſt of the principal civil 
officers: for I do not conceive how a judge (for inſtance) 
could ſupport his dignity with a thouſand pounds a- year 
in Wood's coin; which would not intrinſically be worth 


near two hundred. To argue that theſe halfpence, if no 


other coin were current, would anſwer the general ends 


of commerce among ourſelves, is a great miſtaxe; and the 
drapier hath made that matter too clear to admit an an- 
ſwer, by ſhewing us what every owner of land muſt be for- 
ced to do with the products of it in ſuch a diſtreſs. You 


may read his remarks at large in his ſecond or third let- 
ter; to which I refer you. 

Before I conclude, I cannot 105 rv it that for ſe- 
veral months paſt there have more papers: been written in 
this town, ſuch as they are, all upon the beſt public prin- 
ciple, the love of our country, than perhaps hath been 
known'in any other nation in ſo ſhort a time: I ſpeak in 
general from the Jrapier down to the maker of ballads ; 
and all without -any regard to the common motives of 
writers; which are profit, favour, and reputation. As 
to proßt, E am'affured by perſons of credit, that the beſt 
ballad upon Mr Wood will not yield above a groat to the 
author; and the unfortunate adventurer Harding * de- 
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clares he never made the drapier any preſent except one 
pair of ſciſſars. As to favour, whoever thinks to make 
his court by oppoſing Mr Wood is not very deep in poli- 
tics. And as to reputation, certainly no man of worth 
and learning would employ his pen upon ſo tranſitory a 
ſubject and in ſo obſcure a corner of the world; to dil. 
tinguith himſelf as an author. So that I look upon my- 
ſelf, the drapier, and my numerous brethren, to be all 
true patriots in our ſeveral degrees. 

All that the public can expect for the future is, only to 
be ſometimes warned to beware of Mr Wood's half- 
Pence ; and to be referred for conviction to the drapier's 
reaſons. For a man of the molt ſuperior underſtanding 
will find it impoſſible to make the beſt uſe of it, while he 
writes in conſtraint; perpetually ſoftening, correcting, or 
blotting out expreſſions, for fear of bringing his printer 
or himſelf under a proſecution from my Lord Chief Juſtice 
Whitſned. It calls to my remembrance the madman in 
Don Quixote, who, being ſoundly beaten by a weaver for 
letting a ſtone (which he always carried on his ſhoulder) 
fall upon a ſpaniel, apprehended that un cur he met 
Was of the ſame ſpeeies. 

For theſe reaſons I am convinced, qa 98 1 TOM 
now written will appear low and inſipid ; but if it contri- 
butes in the leaſt to preſerve: that union among us for op- 
poſing this: fatal project of Mr Wood, my Pain will not 
be altogether loſt. 

I ſent theſe papers to an eminent « lawyer: (and yet a man 
of virtue and learning into the bargain), who, after many 
alterations returned them back with aſſuring me that they 
are perfectly innocent; without the leaſt mixture of trea- 
ſon, rebellion, ſedition, malice, difafteRion, reflvttion, or 
wicked inſinuation whatſoever. 

If the be//man of each pariſh; as he goes his circuit, 
_ wonld cry out every night, Paſt twelve a clock ; beware 
© of Wood's halfpence ;' it would probably cut off tha oc- 
cahon for publiſhing any more - pamphlets; provided that 
in country-towns'it were done upon market-days. For 
my own part, as ſoon as it ſhall be determined, that it is 
not againſt law, I will begin the experiment in the * 
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of st Patrick's; and hope my example may be followed 
in the whole city. But if authority ſhall think fit to for- 
bid all writings or diſeourſes upon this ſubject, except 
ſuch as are in favour of Mr Wood, I will obey as it be- 
comes me; only when T am in danger of burſting, I will 
go and whiſper among the reeds, not any reflection upon 


the wiſdom of my countrymen; but only theſe few words, 


BEWARE * WOOD's HALFPENCE. 
1 am, 
with his reſpect, 
your moſt obedient, 


Deanery-houfe, ; - humble ſervant, 


Oct. 26. 1724. 


* A * 
A . 
= 
* 
— 
* 


An humble ADDRE SS to both bb of 
PARLIAMENTE. 8 


B/ n a 


Multa gemens ignominiam 2 fen 
Viitoris, —— 


Have been told, that petitions and addreſes, to either 

. king or parliament, are the right of every ſubject; 
provided they conſiſt with that reſpect which is due to 
princes and great aſſemblies. Neither do 1 remember, 
that the modeſt propoſals or opinions of private men have 
been ill received, when they have not been delivered in 
the ſtyle of advice; which is a preſumption far from my 
thoughts. However, if propoſals ſhouid be looked upon 
as too aſſuming ; yet 1 hope, every man may be ſuffered 
to declare his own and the nation's iet. For inſtance ; 
1 may be allowed to wwi/h, that ſome further laws were 
*nafted for the advancement of trade, for the improve- 

1ent of agriculture, now ſtrangely neglected againſt the 
naxims of all wiſe nations; for ſupplying the manifeſt de- 
2Qs in the acts concerning the plantation of trees ; for ſet- 
ng the poor to work; and many others. 

Upon this principle I may venture to affirm, it is the 


* This addreſs is without a date, but it appears to have been 
itten during the firſt ſeffion of parliament in Lord Carteret's 
vernment, though it did not appear till it was inſerted with the 
eceding letter in the Dublin edition of 1735. 


Among other accuracies in the Iriſh edition, two dates are aſ- 


ned to the following tract; in the advertiſement prefixed it is 
d to have been written the firſt ſeſſion of Carteret's government, 
d in the title-page to be written before his arrival. Hawkeſ. 
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hearty wiſh of the whole nation, very few excepted, that 
the parliament i in this ſeſhon would begin by ſtrictly exa- 


mining into the deteſtable fraud of one William Wood, now 


or late of London, hardwareman ; who 4/legally and clan- 
definely, as as appears by your own votes and addreſſes, - 
procured. a patent in England for coining balfpence in that 
kingdom to be current here. This, I ſay, is the wiſh of 
the whole nation, very /ew excepted ; and upon account. 
of thoſe em, is more ſtrongly and juſtly the wiſh of the 


| 1eſt : thoſe /e conſiſting either of Wood's eonfederates, 


ſome obſcure tradeſmen, or certain bold UNDERTA- 
KERS of weak judgment and ſtrong ambition, who think 
to find their account in the ruin of the nation by ſecuring 
or advancing themſelves: And becauſe ſuch men proceed 
upon a ſyſtem of politics, to which 1 would fain' hope you 
ke be always utter ſtrangers, I ſhall humbly; lay f it before 


"Be pleaſed to ſuppoſe me in a ſtation of fifteen TT 
pounds a- year, ſalary and perquiſites ; and likewiſe. poſſeſſ- 


ed A of 800 J. a. year real eſtate, Then ſuppoſe: a deſtruc- 


tive project to be on foot; ſuch; for inſtance, as this of ˖ 
Wood; which, if it fucceed, in "all: the conſequences na- 
turally to be expected from it, mult fink the rents and 
wealth of the kingdom one half, (although, Tam confident, 


it would have done ſo five ſixths). Suppoſe, I conceive -- 


that the countenancing, or piivately ſupporting. this b 
ject, avill pleaſe thoſe by whom I expect to be preſerved A 
or higher exalted : nothing then remains, but to compute 
and balance my gain and my Joſs, and ſum up the whole. 
I ſuppoſe that 1 ſhall keep my employment ten years, not 

to mention the fair chance of a better. 190 at 1500 J. 
a · year ambunts in ten years to 15, o00 J. My eſtate by the 
ſhcceſs of the ſaid project ſinks 400 l. 4e -which, at 
twenty years purchaſe, is but 8000 I.; Io that I am 2 
clear gainer of 7000 /. upon the balance. * And during all 
that period I am poſſeſſed of power and credit, can gratify 
my favourites, and take vengeance on my cnetifer. And 
if the project miſcarry, my private merit is ſtill entire. 
This arithmetic, as horrible as it appears, 1 knowingly af · 
firm to have been prattiſed, and applied in conjunctures. 
whereon depended the 7:74 or Len of a nation: althoug 


Vor. III. | . | 


= 


126 THE DRAPIERs LETTERS. 


probably the charity and virtue of a ſenate will-hardly be- 
induced to believe, that there can be ſuch monſters among 
mankind. And yet the wiſe Lord Bacon mentions: a ſort 
of people (1 doubt the race is not yet extinct) who would 
ſet a houſe on fire for the convenience of roaſting their own, 
eggs at the 1 
But whoe ver is old enough to Fern and pak turned 
his thoughts to obſerve the courſe of public affairs in this 
kingdom from the time of the revolution, muſt acknow- 
ledge, that the higheſt points of intereſt and liberty have 
been often ſacrificed to the avarice and ambition of parti- 
cular perſons upon the very principles and .arithmetic that 
1 have ſuppoſed : the only wonder is, how theſe, arti/?s 
were able to prevail upon numbers, and influence even pu- 
blic aſſemblies to become inſtruments for effecting cheir e ex- 
ecrable deſigus. . 
It is, I think; in all conſcience latitude enough * vice, 
if a man in flation be · allowed to act injuſtice upon the «-' 
ſual principles of getting à bribe, wreaking his malice, 
ſerving his party, er conſulting bis preferment, while his 
wickedneſs terminates in the ruin only of particular per- 
ſons. But to deliver up our " vhole country, and every li- 
ving ſoul who inhabits it, to certain deſtruction, hath not, 
as I remember, been permitted by the moſt favourable ca- 
Suifs on the fide of corruption. It were far better, that 
all Who have had the misfortune. to be born in this king- 
dom, ſhould be rendered incapable of holding any employ- 
ment whatſoever above the degree of a conſſable, (accor - 
ding to the ſcheme and intention of a great miniſter gene 
fo bis own place * }, than to live under the daily appre- 
henſion of a few. /alſe brethron among ourſelves. Becauſe, 
in the former cafe, we ſhould be wholly free from the dan- 
* ger of being betrayed, ſince none could ther have impu- 
dence enough to pretend any public g ood. f 
It is true, that in this deſperate air of the new Balf- | 
pence 1 bave not heard of any man above my own degree. 
of a ſhopkeeper to have been hitherto ſo bold, as in direct 
-  MAermy to. ee the fatal projet 3 I although I bave been 
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told of ſome very 515 lig ing 7 n Which were uſed, 
and very gentie ge Propoſed and handed, about, 
when it firſt came under debate: but ſince the eyes of the 


people have been ſo far opened, that the moſt ignorant 


can plainly ſee their own. ruin in the ſucceſs of Wood's 
artempt, theſ e grand compounders Wave been more cau- 
tious. 

Bur chat the ſame ſpirit ſtill ſubſiſts, hath manifeſlly * 
peared (among other inſtances of great compliance) from 
certain circumſtances, that have attended ſome late pro- 
ceedings in a court of judicature *, There is not any 
common-place more frequently inſiſted on by thoſe wh 
treat of our conſtitution, than the greateſt happineſs 97 
excellency of trials by juries; yet if this bleſſed part of 
our law be eludible at pleaſure by the force of power, 


Front, and artifice, we ſhall have little reaſon. to boaſt of 


our advantage i in this particular over other ſtates or kingdoms 
in Europe. And ſurely theſe ;gh proceedings, exerciſed 


in a point that ſo nearly concerned the -/i/e-blood of the 


people, their neceſſary ſubſiſtence, their very food and rai- 
ment, and even the public peace, will not allow any favour - 


able appearance; becauſe it was-obvious, that ſo much - 
perabundaut zeal could have no other deſign, or produce 
any other effect, than to damp that ſpirit raiſed in the na- 
tion againſt this accutſed ſcheme of William Wood and 
his abertors ; to which ſÞirit aione e. e, and for ever 
muſt owe, our being hitherto preſerved, and our hopes 
of being preſerved for the future, if it can be kept up, 
and ſtrongly countenanced by your wile aſſemblies, I wiſh- 
could account for ſuch a demeanor upon a more charita- 
ble foundation, than that of putting our intereſt in over - 
balance with the ruin of our country. 

I. remember ſome months ago, when iis ae: was Freths 5 
in diſcourſe, a perſon neatly. allied to 8 O ME BODY. 
or (as the hawkers called him) NOBODY, who was 
thought ane concerned, went about very 2 y 2. 


, By Chief Juſtice Whitſhed, whoſe method with A jury may 
be ſeen in the note which follows the Propoſal. for the uſe of Iriſh 
mamifaitures, and that at the end of Scaſonable advice to a grand © 
Jury. Hawkeſ.. . 
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his acquaintance, to ſhew. the bad conſequenees that 
might follow from any public reſentment to the diſadvan- 
tage of his ally, Mr Wood; principally alledging the dan- 
ger of all employments being diſpoſed of from England. 
One of theſe emiſſaries came to me and urged the ſame to- 
pic: I anfwered naturally, that 1 knew there was no office 
of any kind, which a man from England might not hare, 
if he thought it worth his aſking; and that E looked upon 
All who had the diſadvantage of being born here, as only 
in the condition of leaſert and gleaners, Neither could I 
forbear mentioning the known fable of the countryman, 
who intreated his aſs to fly for fear of being taken by the 
enemy ; but the aſs refuſed to give himſelf that trouble, 
and upon a very wiſe reaſon ; becauſe he could not poſſibly 
change his preſent maſter for a worſe: the enemy could 
not make him fare harder, beat him more cruelly, or load 
him with heavier burthens. \._ 

Upon theſe and many other conſiderations I may e 
it to be the wiſh of the whole nation, that the power and 
privileges of juries were declared, aſcertained, and con- 
firmed by the legiſlature; and that whoeyer hath been ma- 
täfeſtly known. to violate them, might be ſtigmatized by 

public cenſure ; not from any hope that ſuch a cenſure will 
amend their practices, or hurt their intereſt, (for it may 
probably operate quite contrary in both), but that he na- 
tion may know their enemies from their friends. 

I firy not this with any regard or view to myſelf; 6s I 
write in great fecurity; and am reſolved that none ſhall 
merit at my expenſe, further than by ſhewing their zeal 
ro diſcover, pro ecute, and condemn me for endeavouring 
to do my duty in ſerving my country: and yet I am con- 
ſcious ro myſeff, that I never had the leaſt intention to re- 
flect on bis. Majeſty's miniſters, nor on any other perſon, 
except William Wood, whom I neither did, nor do yet 
conceive to be of that number. However, foie would 
have it, that I went too far; but I ſuppoſe they will now 
allow themfelves miſtaken. 1 am fore 1 might eaſily have 
gone further, and I think I could not eaſily have fared 
worſe. And therefore I was no further affected with their 
proclamation, and ſubſequent proceedings, than a good 
elergyman is with the fins of the people. And as to the 
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the colonels, the numerous penſroners, the civ 


and others, who all live in England upon bifh * 
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poor printer, he is now gone to appear n. 8 
and before a righteous tribunal. 

As my intention is only to lay before your ns: 1 
bn the general wiſhes of the nation; and as I have al- 
ready declared ĩt our principal auiſb, that your firſt pro- 
ceetling would be to examine into the pernicious fraud of 
William Wood; ſo I muſt; add as the univerſal opinion, 


that all ſchemes of commutation, compoſition, and the like 
expedients, either avowed or implied, will be of the moſt 


pernicious conſequences to the public; agaioſt the dignity 
of a free kingdom ; and. prove an encouragement to future 
adventurers in the ſame deſtructive projects. For it is a 
maxim, which no man at preſent dif} putes, that even a con- 
nivance to admit one thouſand pounds in theſe: halfpence 
will produce in time the ſame ruinous effects, as if we o- 
penly conſented to admit a million. It were therefore 
infinitely more ſafe and eligible to leave things in the 


doubtful, melancholy ſtate they are at preſent, (which 


however God forbid), and truſt entirely to the general 
averſion of our people againſt this coin, uſing all honeſt 

3 to preſerve, continue, and increaſe that aver- 

ſion, than ſubmit to apply thoſe palliativen which weak, 

perfidious, or abject politicians are upon all occafions, and 

in all diſeaſes, ſo ready to adminiſter. 


In the ſmall compaſs. of my reading (which heveoer 


| hath been more extenſive than is uſual to men of my in- 


ferior calling), I have obſerved, that grieuancet have al- 


ways preceded ſupplies; and if ever grievances had a title 
to ſuch a pre- eminence, it muſt he this of Wood; becauſe 


it is not only the greateſt grievance that any country could 


ſuffer, but a grievance: of ſuch. a kind, that, if it ſhould 
take effect, would make it impoſſible for us to give any 


ſupplies at all, except in adulterate copper; unleſs a tax 


were laid for paying the civil and military liſts, and the 
large penſions, with real commodities inſtead of money; 
- which, however, might be liable to ſome. few objections as 
well as diffieulties; for although the common ſoldiers might 


be content with beef, and mutton, and ausol, and malt, 


and leather ; yet I am in ſome doubt as to the generale, 
44 officers, 
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vellyaltholedow who pellde eee only becauſe they 
cannot help it. ; 

There is one particular, which akbouph - 1 have men- | 

and bre ches anos iniſbads Of my- n yer 1 
+ cannot forbear to repeat, and a little enlarge upon it; be- 
cauſe I do not remember to have read or heard: 2 kke 
in che hiſtory of any age or country : neither do'l ever re- 
flect upon it withogt, the utmoſt aſtoniſhment. 
After the unanimous addreſſes to his Sacred: Majeſty. a- 
gainſt this patent of Wood from both houſes of parlia- 
ment, which are the -#hree -eftajes of the kingdom ; -and 
likewiſe an addreſs from the privy council, to whom un- 
der the chief governors the Whole ad minf tration is in- 
aſſed; the matter is referred-to a committee of council 
in London. Wood and his adherents are heard on one 
. and a few. volunteers without any truſt or direction 
from hence, on the other.” The queſtion (as J remem- 
det) | chiefly turned upon the want of galſpence in lre- 
4 Hand 2 witneſſes are called on the behalf of Wood (of 
What credit, I have formerly ſhewn *) : {upon the iſſue the 
F any is found- good and Nga; alis Majeſty's officers 
re (not excepting. the military) commanded to be aid- 
ing and afliſting to make it effectual; the addreſfes of both: 
houſes of parliament, of the-privy council, and of the city 
of Dublin, the declarations of moſt counties and eorpora- 
-tiong meer the kingdom, are altogether laid aſide as of 
no weight, eonſequence, or conſideration whatſoever, and 
' the whole kingdom of Treland nonſuited in default of ap- 
pearance; as if it were a private cauſe between John * 
| plaintiff, and Willam Row, defendant. 

With great reſpect to thofe Honourable vevſons, the 
committee of council in London, I have not underſtood 
them to be our governors, counſelors, or Judges. Nei- 
ther did our caſe turn at all upon the queſtion, Whether 
| Ireland wanted Salfhence? For there is no doubt, but we do 
want both halfpence, gold, and filver 5 and we have num- 
berleſs other wants, and ſome that we are not fo much as 
allowed to name, although they are peculiar to this na- 


tion, to which W whom God bark belt 
1 00h Us e 
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PRO: laws, or any l foil and 
ine: bs. for what dentrits on N 1 ae —_ 
ther in the dark. e t l bl 
ne 1 do nor-remwender; e er ee ange ; 
was either affirmed- or denied in any ef our addreſſes or 
dieclarations againſt thoſe ef Weed. We alledged the 
fraudulent obtaining and executing his patent, che baſe- 
neſs of bis metal, and the prodigious ſum to be coined, 
which might he increaſed by ſtealth, from foreign impor- 
tation, and his own counterfeits, as: well as thoſe at home; 
whereby we muſt infallibly luſe all our little gold and 61. | 
ver, and all our poor-remminder of-a/ very limited and 
diſoouraged trade. We urged, that the patent was paſſ- 
ed wirhout the leaſt referenee hither; and without men- 
tion of any ſeeurity given by Wood to receive his Owa 
| halfpence. upon demand; both which are eontrary to all 
Former proceedings in the like caſes. Theſe, and many 
other arguments we offered; but ſtill the patent went on; 
and at this day our ruin would have been Half comple» 
ed, if God in his merey had not raifed. an univerſal dete- 
Ration of theſe halfpence in the whole kingdom, with un 
Irm reſolution never to receive them, ſince we are not 
under obligations to do fo" by ary! Tie either Suman or 
"divine. | | 4 fiw aueh bee #3 
But, in-the dame of Gn and of all Juftice and piety, 
"when the King's Majeſty-was pleaſed that this patent ſhould 
- paſs, is it not to be underſtood, that he conceived, belis- 
ved, and intendel it as a gracious act, for the good and 
deneſit of his ſubjects, for the advantage of a great and 
fruitful kingdom, of the moſt loyal kingdom upon earth, 
where no hand or voice was ever lifted: up againſt him; 
a kizgdom, where the paſſage is not of three hours from 
Britain, and a kingdom where Papifts have leſs power, 
and leſs land than in England? Can it be denied, or 
doubted, that his Majeſty's miniſters underſtood and pro- 
- poſed the ſame end, the pond of this nation, when they 
adviſed the paſſing Apr? Can the perſom of Wood 
be otherwiſe regarded, than as the in/frument, the mecht- 
nie, the head-workman, to prepare his furnace, his fewel, 
his metal, and his ſtamps? f 1 'employ a hocbey, is it in 
die to his) * ox to my own convenience? I men- 
tion 
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tion the perſon of William Woodbalone ; becauſe no n. 


ther appears, and we are not to reaſon upon furmiſes ;"wei 
* would it avail, if they had a real foundation. ba \ 


Allowing therefore, (for; we cannot do kk that this 
patent for the coming of halfpence was _ intended 
t 


by a gracious. king, and a wiſe publicpirited miniſtry, 
for the adyantage of Ireland ; yet when the whole kingt 
dom to a man, for vhoſe good the / patent was deſigned, 
do upon matureſt conſideration univerſally join in openly 
declaring, proteſting, addreſſing, petitioning againſt theſe 
halfpence, as the moſt ruinous project that ever was ſet on 
foot to complete che flavery and deſtruction of a poor in- 
nocent country : is it, was it, can it, or will it ever be 
a queſtion, not whether ſach a kingdom, or William Wood, 
ſhould be a gainer; but, Whether ſuch a kingdom 
Hould be avhol ly, undone, Heftr oyed, Junk, depopulatge, 
made a ſcene. of miſery. and deſolation, for the ſake” of 
William Wood? n: of his infinite mercy avert this 


would put it ine your bears to be his inſtramens for ſo 
good a Work. 1 in If; 5 
For my —— i who am but ane bends of ableme 
condition, I doſolemaly. declare, in the preſence of almigh- 
ty God, that I will ſuffer the moſt i ignominious and torty- 
ring death rather than ſubmit to receive this accurſed coin, 
or any other that. ſhall be liable to the ſame objections, un- 
til they ſhall be forced upon me by a law of ny own coun- 
; and if that ſhall ever bappen, I will tranſport myſelf 
into ſome foreign. land, al eat the bread * pen Ly 
mong a /ree people. 4 
Am legally nthable for theſe l ſhall an- 
other proclamation iſſue againſt me, becauſe I preſume to 
take my cbuntry's part againſt William Wood, where her 
final deſtruction is intended ? But whenever you ſhall pleaſe 


to impoſe ſilence upon me, I will ſubmit; becauſe 1 look 


upon your unaut mam, voice to be the voice. of the nation. ; 


and this L have been taught, and do believe, to be i in i 


manner the. woice of God. Te 

The great ignominy of a "whale kingdom. je he & _ 
at mercy under ſo vile an adverſary, is ſuch a deplorable 
"Fw, that the utmoſt n. of hae and rage 
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are too low to ſet it forth: and therefore I ſhall leave it 
to receive ſuch a reſentment as is worthy of a parliament. 

It is likewiſe our univerſal wiſh, that his Majeſty ſhould 
grant liberty to coin halfpence in this kingdom for our own 
uſe, under ſuch reſtriction as a parliament here ſhall adviſe: 
ſince the power of coining even gold and ſilver is poſſeſſed 
by every petty prince abroad; and was always practiſed by 
Scotland to the very time of the union; yet ſurely Scot- 
land, as to ſoil, climate, and extent, is not in itfelf a fourth 
part the value of Ireland ; ; (for Biſhop Burnet fays, it is 
not above the fortieth part in value to the reſt of Britain); 
and with reſpect to the profit that England gains from hence, 
not the forty thouſandth part. Albough I mult confeſs, 
that a mote in the eye, or a thorn in the ſide, is more 


dangerous and painful than a beam or a ſpike at a d. 


ſtance. { 
. .-: The hiſtories of England, and of moſt other countries, 
abound in relating the miſerable, and ſometimes the mo& 
tragical effects from the abuſes of coin by debafing the me- 
tal, by leſſening or enhancing the value upon occaſions, to 
the public loſs ; of which we have an example within our 
own memory in England, and another very lately in France. 
It is the tendereft point of government, affecting every in- 


dividual in the higheſt degree. When the value of money 


is arbitrary or un . no man can well be ſaid to have 
any property at all; nor is any wound ſo ſuddenly felt, ſo 
hardly cured, or that leaves ſuch deep and _—_ ſcars be- 
bind it. 
| I conceive this poor unhappy iſland to have a title to 
ſome indulgence from England; not only upon the . ſcore 
of C briftianity, natural equity, and the general rights of 
mankind, but chiefly on account of that immenſe. profit 
they receive from us; without which that kingdom would 


make a very different 'beure i in Europe, from what i it doth 
at preſent, 


The rents of land io Ireland, Gace they. bave 15 1 


Tate ſo enormouſly raifed and ſcrewed up, may be compu- 
ted to about two millions ; whereof one third part at leaſt 
is directly tranſmitted to thoſe who are perpetual abſgn- 
tees in England ; as I find bya computation made da, the 
alfſtance of ſeveral ſkilful geotlemen, | 4 
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The -other articles, by which we are altogether loſers 


and: England a gainer, we DIE to amount to Ae as 
much more. 
- I will only ſet down as many heads of them as I can re- 
member, and leave them to the conſideration of thoſe 
ho underſtand accounts better than F pretend to do. 


The occafional Ws; for buſineſs, health, or di- 
D. 


Three ſourths of the revenue of the chief D 


during his abſence ; ORR uſually four fifths of his 80. 
verument. 


The whole revenue eb. the poſt-office. 
The numerous penſiont paid to perſons / in 1 


The pay of the chief e of he * abſent 1 in 


Zagland, which is a great ſum. 


Four commiſhoners of the revenue, Ch bled, 


2 employments very mee, and of great in- 


. We 6f upp 10 the houſe forts, and 
to the court of delegates. 


Students at the inns — and the d- üsberte ities, 


Eighty thouſand pounds fent yearly to England for coals,. 


| whereof: the prime cõſt is nega,” and I the pro- 
vom theirs. 1 7 


wared thouſand pounds pai ſerena ears pill. 
. —5 ſent: over hither from England; the e Leck of our 


own great aufdem in diſcburaging agrichlture. 

The kind liberty granted us of wearing Indian ſtuffs, 
and cillicoes, to, gratify the*vanity and folly of our wo- 
men; which, beſides the profit to England “, is an incon- 
ceirable lofs to us, forring the weavers to beg in. our ſtreets, 
or tranſport thenifelves td foreign countries. 


The prodigious ofs d us, and gain to England, by ſell- 
ing them 1, our w at their own rates; wWhereof the 


manufacture exceeds above ten times the prime coft : 7 


| Lamp without W 5 1 the Chriftlan or H aurben 
WY. | 1 


1 * "MU whence theſe. commodities were exported to Ireland, 
e Eaſt-India company only having a tight to import them from 
the country in which they are manufactured. Hawkeſe obe 
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Our. own 8 returned. upon us in Engliſh manufactures 
to our inſinite ſhame and damage, and YOu ea 
of England. 
= he full profit of all our mines accruing, to. England. 3 
an effect of great negligence and ſtupidit. 

An affectation among us of likingall kind of 3 made 
| in England . 
Theſe, 4 many other * Song N I. cannot ah ef 
lect at preſent, are agreed by judicious men to amount to 


near ſeven. hundred thouſand: pounds per ann. clear profit. 


to England, And, upon the whole, let any man look into 
thoſe authors who write: upon the ſubject of commerce, he 
ſhall find, that there is not one ſingle article i in the eſſen · 
rials or circumſtances of trade, whereby a country can be 
a /oſer, which we do not poſſeſs j in the Sigel perfection 55 
ſomewhat in every particular, that bears a kind of an 
to William Wood; and now. the branches are all cut oft, 
he ſtands ready with his axe at the-root.. _ _ 

Upon this ſubject of perpetual abſentee L have ſpent. 
ſome time in ver y inſignificant reflections; and conſidering, 
the, uſyal - motives of human actions, which are pleaſure, 
profit, and ambition, I cannot yet comprehend how thoſe 

perſons find. their account in any of the bree. I ſpeak 
not of thoſe Engliſh peers or — a who, beſide their 
eſtates at home, have poſſeſſions here, for in that caſe the 
matter is deſperate; but I mean thoſe lords, and wealthy 
knights, or {quires whoſe birth, and partly their educa- 
tion, and all their fortune, (except ſome trifle, and that 
in a very few inſtances), are in this kingdom. I knew ma- 
ny of them well enough during ſeveral years, when I re- 
ſided in England; and truly 1 could not diſcover, that the 
figure they made was by any means a ſubject for envy, at 
leaſt it gave me tab very different paſſions. For, except - 
ing the advantage of going now and then to an opera," of 
ſometimes appearing behind a croud at court, or adding to. 
the ring of, at in Hide -Park, or eee r. 


7 


he Mp of the. ove articles have been ſince 3 * 5 


puted by another writer, to whoſe treatiſe the reader is referred. 
Hawkep: - 
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E 


ney at che chocolate: honſe, or getting news, votes, and 


minutes about five days before us in Dublin; I ſay, 


belides theſe and a few other privileges of Je/5 import- 


ance, their temptations to live in London were be- 
yond my knowledge or conception. And I uſed to 


wonder, how a man of birth and ſpirit could endure to 


be wholly infignificant and obſcure in a foreign country, 


when he might live with luſtre in hit own ; and even at leſs 


than half that expenſe, which he Prains himſelf to make 
without obtaining any one end, except that which happen- 
ed to the Frog. when he would needs contend for ſize with 
the *. I have been told by ſcholars, that Cæſar ſaid he 


would rather be the #r/# man in 1 know not what village, 


than the ſecond in Rome. This perhaps was a theught 


only fit for Cæſar: but to be preceded by thouſands 220 | 


naglecteu by millions; to be wholly without power, figure, 
influence, honour, credit, or diſtinction, is not, in my poor 
opinion, a very amiable ſituation of life to a perſon of 7itle 


or aueh, who can fo cheaply and eafily ſhine in his native 
DO. 5-164 r JOLKDIUISEHER F324 41 FH *+ 


country. Des 


” 


But, beſides the depopulating of the kingdom, the 
leaving ſo many parts of it wild and uncultivated, the 
ruin of ſo many country- ſeats and plantations, the cutting 
down all the -woods' to ſupply expenſes in England ; the 


PR 


abſence of ſo many noble and wealthy perſons hath been 
the cauſe of another fatal conſequence, which few perhaps 


have been aware of. For if that very conſiderable number 
of lords who poſſeſs the ampleſt fortunes here, had been 
content to live at home, and attend the affairs of their own 


country in parliament ; the weight, reputation, and dignity 
thereby added to that noble houſe would, in all human pro- 
bability, have prevented certain proceedings, which are 
now ever to be lamented, becauſe they never can be reme- 
died: and we might have then decided our own properties 
among ourſebver, without being forced to travel five hun- 
dred miles by fea and land to another kingdom for juſtice, 


to our infinite expenſe, vexation, and trouble; which is a 
mark of ſervitude without example from the practice of 


= 5 


any age or nation in the world. + 04 Mit 
I have ſometimes wondered, upon what motives the peer- 


age of England were ſo deſirous to determine our contro- 


verſies; 


— 
- 
Fg 


wk ta Saf 


1 as ea a6 cradr co wa aac 1 POE ˙ WI I . Oo TY 


R bg 0 ge W4 


'L E*D TER: Vl. 237 
verſies; Seen en bees aſſured, and partly nf. 


that the frequent appealt from hence have been very ir4- 
ſome to chat illuſtrious body: and whoever hath frequent- 
ed the painted chamber and courts of requeſts muſt have 


_ obſerved, that they are never ſo robly 2 as when an 


Iriſh appeal is under debate. 


The peers of Scotland, who are very numerous, were 


cottent to refide in their caſtles and houſes in that bleak 
and barren climate; and although ſome of them made fre- 
quent journeys to London, yet I do not remember any of 
their greateſt families, till very lately, to have made Eng- 


land their conſtant habitation before the union: or if they 


did, I am ſure it was generally 0 their own advantage ; 
and whatever they got, was employed to cultivate and in- 


creaſe their own eſtates; and by that means . them- 


ſely es and their country. 
As tothe great number of wth abſentees anda the de- 


gree of peers; what particular ill effects their abſence. 
may have upon this kingdom, beſides thoſe already men- 


tioned, may perhaps be too tender a point for me to 
touch. But whether thoſe who live in another kingdom 
upon great eſtates here, and have loſt. all regard to their 


own country, further than upon account of the revenue 
they receive from it; I ſay, whether ſuch perſons may not 


be prevailed on to recommend others to vacant ſeats, who 


have no intereſt here except a precarious employment, 
and conſequently can have no views, but to preſerve 


what they have got, or to be higher advanced: this, 1 


am ſure, is wp anlancholy queſtion, af # be a roms | 


af all. 


But, beſides che pubeligions probt which ** receives. 


by the tranſmittal thither of two thirds of the revenues of 
this whole kingdom, it hath another mighty advantage by 


making our country a receptacle,” wherein to disburden 


themſelves of their ſupernumerary pretenders to offices; 
perſons of ſecond · rate merit in their oun country, who, 
like birds of paſſage, moſt of them thrive and fatten here, 
and fly off When their credit and employments are at an 
end. So that Ireland may juſtly ſay what Luther ſaid of 
himſelf; POOR Ireland maketh many rich. 
If amidlt all our difficulties 1 ſhould venture to aſſert, 
Vo. III. N 5 that 
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that we have one great advantage, provided we could im- 


prove it as we ought, I believe molt of my readers would 
be long in conjecturing, what poſſible advantage could 
ever fall to our ſhare. However, it is certain, that all 
the regular ſeeds of party and faction among us are en- 
tirely rooted out, and if any new ones ſhall ſpring up, 
they muſt be of eguivocal generation, without any ſeed 
at all; and will juſtly be imputed to a degree of ſtupidity 
beyond even what we have been ever charged with 9 
the ſcore of our Birth. place and climate. 

The parties in this kingdom (including thoſe of mo- 
dern date) are, ſirſt, of thoſe who have been charged or 
ſuſpected to favour the pretender; and thoſe who were 
zealous  oppoſers of him. Secondly, of thoſe who were 
for and againſt a toleration of Diſſenters by law. Third- 
ly, of High and /ow church; or (to ſpeak in the cant of 
the times) of Whig and Tory. And fourthly, of court 
and country, If there be any more, they are beyond my 
obſervation or politics: for as to ſubaltern or occafional 


parties, they have all been derivations er, the ſame ori- 


Sinals. of 
Now, it is r that all theſe 8 to faction, 


party, and diviſſon are wholly removed from among us. 
For as to the pretender, his cauſe is both deſperate and ob- 


ſolete : there are very few now alive, who were men in his 
father's time, and in that prince's intereſt ; and in all others 


_ the obligation of conſcience hath no place *: even the 


Papiſis in general of any ſubſtance or eſtates, and their 
prieſts almoſt univerſally, are what we call Mhigs in the 


| Kante which by that word is generally underſtood. They 


feel the ſmart, and ſee the ſcars of their former wounds ; 

and very well know, that they muſt be made a ſacrifice to 
the leaſt attempts towards a change; although it cannot be 
doubted, that they would be glad to have their Juperfit- 


tion reſtored under any prince whatſoever. 


Secondly, the Diſenters are now tolerated by FRO : 
neither do we obſerve any murmurs at preſent from that 
_ ee toſs: e 5 hoy _ we : 


The obligation ariſing from their having fir orn allegiance. | 
 -perſecution, 


u 
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dior firing becauſe they are excluded from civil employ- 
ments; but their number being very ſmall in either houſ2 
of parliament, they are not yet in a ſituation to erect a 
party : becauſe however indifferent men may be with re- 


rd to religion, they are now grown wiſe enough to know, 
that if ſuch a latitude were allowed to Diſſenters, the few 


mall employments left us in cities and corporations would: 


find other hands to lay hold on them. 
\ Thirdly, the diſpute between high and lo church is 
now at an end; two thirds of the b;/hops having been pro- 


moted in this reign, and moſt of them from England, Who 
| have beſtowed al/ preferments in their gift to thoſe they 
could well confide in: the deanerics all, except three, and 


many principal church-livings, are in the donation of the 


crown: fo that we already poſſeſs ſuch a body of clergy, 
-as will never engage in controverſy upon that antiquated = 


and exploded ſubject. 

Laſtly, as to court and country parties, ſo famous and- 
avowed under moſt reigns in Engliſh parliaments; this 
kingdom hath not for ſeveral years paſt been a proper 
ſcene whereon to exerciſe ſuch contentions; and is now 


leſs proper than ever; many great employments for life 


being in diſtant hands, and the rever/rons diligently 
e and ſecured; the temporary ones of any invi- 
value are all beſtowed elſewhere as faſt as they drop, 


and the few remaining are of too low conſideration to - 


create, conteſts about them, except among younger bro- 
thers, or tradeſmen like myſelf. And therefore, to in- 
ſtitute a court and country party without materials, would 


be a very new ſyltem in politics, and what I-believe was 
never thought on before; nor unleſs in a nation of idiot 
can ever ſucceed, for the moſt ignorant Iriſh cottager will + 


not /ell his.cow for a groat. 


Therefore I conclude, that all party and Faction with | 
regard to public proceedings are now extinguiſhed in this 


kingdom *; neither doth it appear in view how they can 
po ſſibly revive : unleſs ſome new cauſes be adminiſtered; 


which cannot be. done without croſſing the intereſts of 5 


* Since this Ifcourſe was written, it hath appeared by expe · 
rience, that * author was much miſtaken in his conjectures. 
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thoſe who are the greateſt gainers by continuing the 
- fame meaſuresr. And general calamities without hope of 
redreſs are allowed to be the great uniters of mankind.. 


However we may diſlike the cauſes, yet this effect of 


begetting an univerſal concord among. us in all zational do- 


bates, as well as in cities, corporatijgns, and country-neigh- 
bourhoods. may keep us at leaſt alive, and in a condition to- 
eat the little bread allowed us in-peace and amity. I have 


heard of a quartel in a tavern, where all were at daggers- 


drawing, till one of the company cried out, deſiring to 
know the /ubjed of the guarrel.; which when none of them 
could tell, they put up their ſwords, ſat dowo, and paſſ- 
ed the reſt of the evening in quiet. The former part hath 


deen our caſe, I hope the latter will be ſo too; chat we 


hall ft down amicably together, at leaſt until we have 
Jamething that may. give us a title to fall out, ſince nature 
Hath inſtructed even a brood of goſlings-to ſick together, 
while the Liter is hovering: over their heads. 

It is certain, that a hrm union in any country, where 
every man wiſhes the ſame ching with relation to the pu- 
blic, may in ſeveral points of the greateſt importance in 
ſome meaſure ſupply the defect of power, and even of thoſe 
rights which are the natural and undoubted inheritance 


of mankind.. If the univerſal awz/þ of the. nation upon 


any point were declared by the unanimous. vote. of the 
houſe of Commons. and a reaſonable number of Lords, I ; 
ſhould think myſelf obliged in conſcience to act in my 
ſphere according to that vote; becauſe in all. free nations 
I rake the proper definition of law to be, The will. of the 
majority of theſe who have the property in land; which, 
if there be a monarchy, is ta be confirmed by the royal 


aſſent. And although ſuch votes or declarations-have not 


received ſuch a confirmation for certain accidental rea- 
fons ; yet 1 think they ought to be of much weight with 
the ſubject, provided they neither oppoſe the King's pro- 
rogative, endanger the peace of the nation, nor infringe 
any law already in force; none of which however can 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed, Thus, for inſtance, of nine in ten 
of the houſe of Commons, and a reaſonable number of 
native temporal Peers, ſhould declare, wat whoever re- 


ceived or uttered braſs coin, except under certain limita- 


tons 


"VETIEE WW + =. 
tions and ſecurities, ſhould be deemed as enemies to the 
King and the nation; I ſhould think it a hainous fin in + 
myſelf: to act contrary to ſuch a vote: and if the ſame 
power ſhould declare the ſame cenſure againſt thoſe who 

wore Indian ſtuffs and callicoes, or woesllen manufactures : 
imported from abroad, whereby this nation is reduced to 
the loweſt ebb of miſery, I ſhould readily, heartily, and 
chearfully pay obedience; and to my utmoſt power per- 
ſuade others to do: the like: becauſe there is no /aw of 
this land obliging us either to receive ſuch coin, or to ear 
Such foreigu mansfacturet. | 3 1 
Vpon this laſt article I could humbly wiſh, that the 
Reverend the clergy would ſet. us an example by content - 
ing themſelves with wearing gowns and other habiliments + 
of Iriſh drapery; which, as it would be ſome incitement 
to the laity, and ſet many hands to work, ſo they would 
find their advantage in the cheapneſi, which is a circum- 
ſtance not to be neglected by too many among that vene- - 
rable body. + And in order to this I could heartily: de- 
ſire, that the moſt ingenious artiſts of the weaving trade 
would contrive ſome decent ſtuffs and ſilks for clergymen 
at reaſonable. rates. | * SLY | 

I have preſſed ſeveral of our moſt ſubſtantial brethren, © 

that the whole corporations. of aveavers in filk and wool- 
len would publiſh ſome propoſals, (I with they would do it 
to both houſes of parliament), inviting perſons of all de- 
grees, and of both ſexes, to wear the woollen and filk ma- 
nufactures of our on country; entering into ſolemn, 
mutual engagements, that the buyer ſhall have good, 
ſubſtantial, merchantable ware for his money, and at a 
certain rate, without the trouble of cheapening. So that 
if I ſent a child for a piece of ſtuff of a particular colour 
and fineneſs, I ſhould be ſure not to be deceived; or if 
I had reaſon to complain, the corporation ſhould: give me 
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This hath ſince been put in practice by the perſuaſions and 
influence of the ſuppoſed author; but much defeated by the moſt 
infamous fraud of ſhopkeepers. Hawke. 
+ This.ſcheme was likewiſe often urged to the weavers by the - 
ſuppoſed author; but he could never prevail on them to put it in 
practice. Hawkeſ, 7 IF; | 
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immediate ſatis faction; and the name of the tradeſman, 


who did me the wrong, ſhould be publiſned; and warn- 


ing given not deal with him for the future; unleſs the 
matter plainly appeared to be a miſtake: for, beſide the 


trouble of going from ſhop to ſhop, an ignorant cuſtomer 


runs the hazard of being cheated in the price and good- 
neſs of what he buys, being forced to an unequal combat 
with a dexterous and diſhoneſt man in his own calling. 
Thus our goods fall under a general diſreputation; and 
the gentry call for Engliſh cloth, or ſilk, from an opinion 
they have, (and often too juſtly by our own faults), that 
the goodneſs more than makes up for the difference of price. 
' Beſides, it hath been the ſottiſi and ruinous practice 
of us tradeſmen, upon any great demand of goods either 
at home or from abroad, to raiſe the prices immediately, 


and manufacture the faid goods more ſbghtly and fraudu- 


lently than before. 

| of theſe foul and fooliſh proceedings too many inſtances 
might be produced; and I cannot forbear mentioning one 
whereby this poor kingdom hath received ſuch a fatal 
blow in the only article trade allowed us of any im- 
portance, that nothing but the fucceſs of Wood's project 
could outdo it. During the late plague in France, the 
Spaniards, who buy their linen cloths in that kingdom, 
not daring to venture thither for fear of infection, a very 


great demand was made here for that commodity, and 
- exported to Spain: but, whether by the ignorance of the 


merchants, or diſhoneſty of the northern weavers, or the 
colluſion of both, the ware was fo bad, and the price ſo 
exceſſive, that, except ſome ſmall quantity which was ſold 
below the prime coſt, the greateſt part was returned: and 


1 have been told by very intelligent perſons, that if we 


had been fair dealers, the whole current of the linen trade 
to Spain would have taken its courſe from hence. 

If any punifhment were to be inflited on numberr of 
men, ſurely there could none be thought too great for 
ſuch a race of traitors, and enemies to God and their 
country; who, for the proſpect of a little preſent gain, do 


not only ruin themſelves, (for that alone would be an ex- 


ample to the reſt, and a bleſing to the nation), but ſell their 


ſouls to hell, and their country to deſtruction. And if the 


* | 
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plague could have been confined only to thoſe who were 
partakers in the guilt, had it trayelled hither from Mar- 
ſeilles, thoſe wretches would have died with leſs title to 
| pity, than a highwayman going to the gallows. 
But it happens very unluckily, that for ſome time paſt all 
' endeavours or propoſals from private perſons to advance 
the public ſervice, however honeſtly and innocently deſign- 
ed, have been called rL.yinG ix THE KinG's FACE ; 
and this, to my knowledge, hath been the ſtyle of /ome per- 
ſons, whoſe anceſtors (I mean thoſe among them who had 
any) and themſelves have been ing in princes. faces 
| theſe fourſcore years; and from their own inclinations - 
would do fo ſtill, if their intereſt did not lead them rather 
to fly in the face of a kingdom, which hath given them 
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vings to enable them for ſuch a fight. <A 
Thus, about four years ago, when a diſcourſe * was pu- 
bliſhed, endeavouring to perſuade our people to wear their 
own woollen manufactures, full of the moſt dutiful expreſ- 
Hens to the King, and without the leaſt party-hint, it was 
termed flying in the King's face ; the printer was proſe- 
cuted in the manner we all remember, and I hope 17 awill 
ſomewhere be remembered further, the jury kept eleven 
hours, and ſent back nine times, till they were under the 
neceſſity of leaving the priſoner to the mercy of the court, 
by a ſpecial verdict; the f judge on the bench involing 
God for his witneſ7, when he aſſerted, that the author's 
deſign was to bring in the pretender, ©  _ 
And thus, alſo, my own poor endeavours to prevent the 
ruin of my country by the admiſſion of Wood's coin were 
called by the ſame perſons, fying in the King's face: 
which I directly deny: for I cannot allow that vile re- 
preſentation of the royal courtenance in William Wood's 
adulterate copper to be his Sacred Majeſty's face; or if it 
were, my flying. was not againſt the impreſſion, but the 
baſeneſs of the metal ; becauſe I well remembered, that 
the image which Nebuchadnezzar commanded to be ſet up 
for all men to fall down and worſhip it, was not of 
COPPER, but pure GOLD. And I am heartily ſorry, we 
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have ſo few royal images of that metal among us; the 
ſight'whereof, although it could hardly increaſe our vene- 
ration for his Majeſty, which is already ſo great, yet would 
very much enliren it with the mixture of comfort and 
fatisfadtion. 5 pop 
Alexander the Great would ſuffer no ſtatuary, except- 
Phidias, to carve his image in ſtone or metal. How muſt 
he have treated ſuch an operator as Wood, who goes a- 
bout with /ack/ulls of droſs, odiouſly miſrepreſenting his 
Prince's countenance ; and would force them by thouſands. 
n-every one of us at above fix times the value? © 
But, e all that hath been objected by 
William Wood himſelf, together with his /avourers, a- 
bettors, ſupporters, either public or private; by thoſe who - 
connive at this project, or diſcourage and diſcountenance 
his oppoſers for fear of leſſening their favour, or hazard- 
ing their employments ; by thoſe who endeavour to damp 
the /pirit of the people raifed againſt this coin, or check 
the honeſt zeal of ſuch as by their writings ot diſcourſes . 
do all they can to keep it up; by thoſe /e/teners, faveet- 
eners, compounders,, and . expedient-mongers, who ſhake 
their heads ſo ſtrongly that we can bear their. pockets gin- 


le I did never imagine, that in detecting the practices of 


ſuch enemies to the kingdom I was flying inthe King's face ; 
or thought they were better repre/enters of his Majeſty, 
than that very coin for which they are ſecret or open ad- 
yocates. „ e arts ; 
If 1 were allowed to recite only thoſe wiſhet of the na- 
tion, which may be in our * to attain; I think they 
might be ſummed up in theſe few following. 

PFirſt, that an end might be put to our apprehenſions of 
Wood's halfpence, and to any danger of the like deſtruc- 
. P. IL. CET 
econdly, that halfpence might be coined in this king- 


— 


dom by a public mint with due limitations. 


Thirdly, that the ſenſe of both houſes of parliament, 
at leaſt of the houſe of Commons, were declared by ſome 
unanimous and hearty votes againſt wearing any ſilk or 
woollen manufactures imported from abroad; as likewiſe 


_ againſt wearing Indian filks or callicoes, which are for- 


bidden under the higheſt penalties in England: and it be- 
hoves 


hoves us to * ie from ſo ai a, nation: 1 
ve are under a greater neceſſity to do ſo, ſince we are nat 
allowed to export any woollen manufactures of our own.; 
2 is the Principal branch o en trade in bes- 


; Fourthly, that ſome effectual mathode may be taken to 
civilize the poorer ſort of our natives in all thoſe parts of 
this kingdom, where the Eriſh abound, by introducing a- 
mong them our language and cuſtoms ;- for want of which 
they live in the utmoſt ignorance, barbarity, and povertx, 
giving themſelves wholly up to idleneſs,. naſtineſs, and 
thievery, to the very great and juſt reproach. of too 
many landlords, And if I had in me e Fl rit of a- 
prajector, I would engage, that this might be effected in a 
few years at a very inconſiderable charge. 

Fifthly, that due encouragement ſhould be given to pat 
griculture: and a ſtop put to that pernicious practice of gra · 
ziers ingroſſing vaſt quantities of land, ſometimes at great 
Ciltance ; whereby the country is extremely depopulated.. 

Sixthly, that the defects in thoſe acts for. . fo- 

reſt-trees might be fully ſupplied, ſince they have hitherto 
been wholly ineffectual; except about the demeſnes of a 
few gentlemen; and even there in general very un{kilful- 
1y made, and thriving accordingly. Neither hath there yet 
been due care taken to preſerve what is planted,. or to incloſe 


grounds; not one hedge in a hundred coming to maturity for 
want of {kill and induſtry. The neglect of cop/e7 7g woods 
cut down hath likewiſe been 3 very evil conſequences. 


And if men were reſtrained. from that unlimited liberty of 
cutting down their own woods before the proper time, as 
they are in ſome other countries, it would be a mighty 
benefit to. the kingdom. For, I believe, there is not an- 
other example in Europe of ſuch a prodigious, quantity of 
excellent timber cut down in ſo ſhort a time, with ſo little 


advantage to the country either in ſhipping or building. Se 


I may add that abſurd practice of cutting turf” without 
any Tegularity ; whereby great quantities of: reſtorable land 
are made utterly deſperate, many thouſands of cattle-de- 


{troyed, the turf more difficult to come at and carry home, 
and leſs fit for burning; the air made unwholeſome by 


1 pools and marſhes ; and the very flight of 2 
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Places offenſive to thoſe who ride by. Neither ſhould that 


odious cuſtom be allowed of cutting feraws (as they call 
them), which is flaying of the green ſurface of the ground 


to cover their cabins, or make up their ditches; ſometimes 


in ſhallow ſoils, where all is gravel within a few inches; 


and ſometimes in low ground, with a thin green ſward, | 
and floughy underneath ; which laſt turns all into bog by 


this miſmanagement. And I have heard from very ſkilful 
countrymen, that by thefe two practices in turf and /craws 
the kingdom loſeth ſome hundreds of acres of profitable 
land every year; beſides the irreparable loſs of many ſkirts 
of bogs, Which have a green coat of graſs, and yet are 
mangled for turf's and beſides the want of canals by regu- 
lar cutting, which would not only be a great convenience 


for bringing their ur home at an eaſy rate, but Ike wife 


render even the larger bogs x more dry and ſafe forſummer- 
ure. 

Theſe, and Tome other ſpeculations of the like TE 1 
had intended to publiſh in a particular diſcourſe againſt this 
ſeſſion of parliament; - becauſe, in ſome periods of my life, 
T had opportunity” and carioſity | to obſerve, from what 


* 


cauſes thoſe great errors in every branch of country · ma- 


nagement have ariſen; of which, I' have now ventured to 


relate but few our of very many; whereof ſome perhaps 
would not be mentioned without giving offence, which 1 
have endeavoured by all poſſible means to avoid. And for 
the ſame reaſon I choſe to add here the little 1 thought 


proper to ſay on this fu 


b 
Bur, as to the lands Haben who are e abſen- 


tees, I do not ſee any probability of their being ever im- 


proved, In former times their tenants fat at eaſy rents; 


bat for ſome years paſt they have been, generally ſpeak- 


ing, more terribly racked by the dexterity of mercile/7 a- 


gente from England, than even thoſe who held under the 


| Lererelt FR shere. I was aſſured upon the place by great 
numbers of credible people, that a prodigious eſtate in the 
county of Cork being let 1 leaſes for lives, and great fines 
Paid, the rent was fo high that the tenants begged leave to 
ſurrender their ſecſer, and were content to loſe their finer. 
The cultivating and i improvement of land is certainly a 
2 worthy of the higheſt inquiry in any country, but 


eſpecially 
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very branch of trade that can be of advantage to; us, and 
utterly deprived of thoſe which are of the greateſt import · 
ance ; whereof I defy the moſt learned man in Europe to 

produce. me an example from any other kingdom in the 
world : for we are denied the benefit which God and na- 

ture intended to us; as manifeſtly appears by our happy 

tuation ſor commerce, and the great number of our ex- 
cellent ports, So that I think, little is left us beſides the 
cultivating our own ſoil, encouraging agriculture, and 
making great plantations of trees, that we might not be 
under the neceſſity of {ending for corn and bark from Eng- 

land, and fimber from other countries. This would in- 
creaſe the number of our inhabitants, and h conſume 
our natural products as well as manufactures at home. 

And I ſhall never forget what I once ventured to ſay to a 

great man in England, that few politicians, with all their 
ſchemes, are half ſo uſeful members of a commonwealth, 

as an honeſt farmer ; who, by ſkilfully draining, fencing, 

manuring, and planting, hath increaſed the intrinſic value of 
a piece of land ; and thereby done a perpetual ſervice to 
his country; which it is a great controverſy whether any of 
the former ever did, ſince the creation of the world; but 
no controverſy at all, that ninety-nine in a hundred have 

done abundance of miſchief, 
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Although, in the foregoing letters, Dr Swift talks of liberty in 
a ſtrain highly becoming a warm and zealous defender of the rights 
of his country, which he maintains with great force of law, rea- 
ſon, juſtice, and eloquence ; he never once deviates, in the whole 
courſe of his arguments, from the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics 
of the moſt loyal ſubject; whatever might to the contrary have 
been ſuppoſed by a few degenerate ſlaves and ſycophants in thoſe 
days ; even by that ſort of people, who, as the wife Lord Bacon 
expreſſes it, would ſet a houſe on fire for the convenience of roaſt- 
ing their own eggs at the flame. | | 

However indeed fuch was the iniquity of the times, that a re- 
ward of 300 l. was offered for the author of the 4th letter, chiet- 
ly becauſe he had maintained therein the liberty of his country, 
and declared in very high terms worthy of a brave and reſolute 
mind, that he would continue firm and Faithful to his —_— 
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Lord the King, whatever turn, in the viciſſitudes of this world, 
his Majeſty's affairs might poſſibly take in other parts of his domi- 
nions..------ I ſhall only remark upon this dottrine, the contrary 
of which would, I think, have been high treaſon, and againſt his 
oath of allegiance, that how much foever it was condemned in the 
1724 by ſlaves and flatterers ; it was in 1745 ſo univerſally eſta· 
bliſhed in the minds of men, that if there had been occaſion for 
the people of Ireland to have drawn the fword in defence of their 
ſovereign, (u hich, beſide their loyalty and affection to his _— f 
they have many reaſons to thank God for that there was not), K. 
George II. would undoubtedly have been ſupported in his right 
to the imperial kingdom of Ireland, let his Majeſty's affairs in o- 
ther parts of his dominions have taken what turn they might, by 
30, ooo as brave militia as any to be found throughout all Europe; 
even by the grandchildren of thoſe men ſo renowned for their va- 
lorous atchievements in the days of K. William III. As the 
author of the Ath letter could not be diſcovered, Harding the prin- 
ter was indicted in the uſual forms, and brought to the King's 
bench, to be tried before that William W hitſhed above mention 
ed. But the noble jury, friends to their country and to the pu- 
blicintereſt, would not find the bill. Whereupon the Chief In- 
ſtice in a rage diſſolved the jury: on account of which he deſer- 
ved to have been impeached by the houſe of Commons; becauſe 
the diſſolving of a grand jury, &c. See above, p. 85. l. s Swift. 
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The DRAPTER DEMOLISHED, and ſet out 


in his own proper colours; being a full 
CoNnFUTATION of all his ARGUMENTS .. 
again Mr Woop' 8 Harrrkxck. 


By Wut Woo, Eſq; 
Written in the year 1 724. 


Ye c PE! people of Ireland, 


Make not the leaſt doubt, when ye 11 impartially | 
weighed and confidered what I ſhall offer upon the 
preſent occaſion in my own defence, and againſt your 
Drapier ; when ye ſhall make an exact a ay of the argn- 
ments on both ſides between him and me; and, laſtly, 
when ye ſhalt obſerve, as I ſhall point it out, the abuſive 
and reproachful language with which he has treated me; 
I ſay, as I ſaid before, I make not the leaſt doubt, but ye 
will all to a man uy hin, and embrace me with open 
arms. 
In his feſt letter to the Iradeſmen, ſhopkeepers, farms 
ers, and common people in general "ef the kingdom of [re+ 
land, [above, p. 17.], he begins with the wheedling pre- 


amble of Brethren, friends,' countrymen, and fellow- © 


/ubjeas. A loving beginning indeed! But I wonder which 
of us two loves you beſt ; he that is getting you no money 
at all, or 1 who am this preſent providing more money for 
you than you ſhall know what to do with, O ſad! © ſad! 
1 am really concerned for the poor Drapier. Soon after 
he proceeds, and ſays, 

It is a great fault among you, that when a perſon 


e yyrites with no other intention than to do you good, 


& you will not be at the pains to read his advices." 
Lp. 19.) 
Aral enough den This he did to draw you in like 


ſo many gudgeons, to ſwallow his falſe arguments; and you 
VoL, III. N {ce 


— 


ſenſes 
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ſee he has accompliſhed his end at laſt; for had ye not 
read his letters, ye might have had the benefit of my half- 
pence theſe five or ſix months paſt. 3 
* Now, you muſt know, that the halfpence and far- 
ce things in England paſs for very little more than they 
te are worth; and if you ſhould beat them to pieces, and 
ee ſell them to the braſier, you would not loſe much 
& above a penny in a ſhilling. But Mr Wood made his 


* halfpence of ſuch baſe metal, and ſo much ſmaller than 
< the Engliſh ones, that the braker would hardly give 


vou above a penny of good money for a ſhilling of 
his. [p. 20.] 
Ay, would he give three pence. But one may ſee his 


walice here with half an eye. He does not tell of the 


vaſt expenſe and trouble I am at in coining; the number of 


clerks I keep in pay; how much I was out of pocket in 
getting my patent, the great expenſe I ſhall be at in 
ſhipping them to Ireland; which muſt, in the nature of 


things, be a vaſt drapabdek to the profit which I ought to 
have for my trouble; and therefore it cannot be ſuppoſed 
T can either put as much or as good copper in the halfpence 
for Ireland, as thoſe for England. But, good Lord! is 
not a halfpenny a halfpenny when once it is called fo; and 
if it paſſes for a halfpenny, can you expect any more? 


. Good people, never mind one word he fays, though he 


ſells you a dozen hats at five ſhillings apiece, which is 


three pound, is but five ſhillings in my money; this 


is perfect tranſubſtantiation to juggle you out of your 
three pound is but five ſhillings ! Well, if this 
be his compuration, 1 have done. 

« This fame Mr Wood was able to attend conſtantly 


4 for his own intereſt ;”” [and why ſhould not 1?7}; < * 


« is an Engliſhman,. and had great friends,” [God be 


thanked for that]; and it ſeems knew very well where 


«« to give money to thoſe that would ſpeak to others, that 
*« could ſpeak to the King, and would tell a fair ſtory,” 
[1 grant that, and what would he infer ? Then he pro- 


. ceeds : If his Majeſty the King ſaw that it would atter- 


« ly ruin the kingdom of — he would ſhew his diſ- 
i pleaſure to ſomebody or other. But a word to the wiſe 


is enough,” We know ay — by his W * 
he 


* 
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he had as well ſpoken what he thought, like an honeſt 
man. He proceeds]: * Moſt of you muſt have heard 
« with what anger our honourable — of Commons re- 
** ceived an account of this Wood's patent. There were 
6% ſeveral fine ſpeeches made upon it, and plain proofs, 
44 that it was all a wicked cheat, from the bottom to 
c the top; and ſeveral ſmart votes were printed, which 
* that ſame Wood had the affurance to anſwer like- 
« wiſe in print, and in ſo confident a way, as if he were 
a better man than our whole parliament put together.“ 


Cp. 20. 21.] 


| The parliament was angry—made ſpeeches—found me 
to be a wicked cheat — and I anſwered as if I had been a 
Well, I find⸗ 


| better man than the whole parliament 
this Drapier will ſay any thing; but I am very glad all the 
kingdom of Ireland knows to the contrary, Let the Pra- 
pier anſwer me only theſe three queſtions: Where did this 


Parliament ſit? And where are the ſpeeches? And where i 


is my anſwer? 
The common ſoldier, when he goes to the A or 
« alehouſe, will offer this money,” [meaning my half- 


| pence]; ; * and if it be refuſed, perhaps he will ſwagger, 


hector, and thrreaten to beat the butcher or alewife, 


Fthreater indeed! he will do it in earneſt], or take the 


* goods by force, and throw them the bad halfpence.” 
[Why ſhould-he not? Is it any robbery if he pays them !] 


„An this and the like caſes, the ſhopkeeper, or victualler, 


or any other tradeſman, has no more to do, than to de - 
. mand ten times the price of his goods, if it is to be 


c paid in Wood's money; for example, ue nty pence for 


a quart of ale.” [ p. 21.] The devil is in his con- 


ſcience, fauenty pence for a quart of ale! I believe ſuch 
another propoſal was never fince Adam. To conſider all 


other things in proportion, what miſchief would this oc- 
caſion? That is, fifteen ſhillings a-bottle for claret, at 


© eighteen pence a-bortle ; for a flaſk of Burgundy five and 
| forty ſhillings ; fifty ſhillings a-day for a coach; ten ſhillings - 


a- dinner for a twelve- penny ordinary; thirty ſhillings a- 


day for a chair; ten pence a freſh egg; five pence a half- 
penny roll; two pence halfpenny for a pint of ſmall beer. 


| 10 ſhort, by his advice, victuallers, vintners, and trade/ſ- 


N 2 folk: 
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oll would ſoon get all the money of the kingdom inte 
their own hands, ſhould they all follow the pot-of-ale 
example. And now to conſider the poor, they would 
be undone by the Drapier's advice; the butcher would 
. ave ęighteen pence: for a ſheep's head; the baker ten 
ſhillings for a twelve: penny loaf; and thus would it be 
in proportion as to all their other exigeneies. No, no, 
rather take my advice; two pence à. quart, and wy | 
tleſfſing. 

In p. 22, he denies that my halfpence are lawful mo- 
ney of England or Ireland. I ſuppoſe then he would have 
them lawful money of Scotland or Wales; for they muſt 
de lawful ſomewhere, Far does he think, under the 
ſcarcity of money we find at preſent, that we can afford 
to let ſourſcore and ten thouſand pound lie dead? I need 
no other argument to ſhew what a friend he is to the 
public. 

« They ſay, Squire Conolly hath fi xteen thouſand 
« pounds a. year; now, if he ſends for his rent to town, 
as it is likely he doth, he muſt have two hundred and 
4 ſifty horſes to bring up his half year's rent.“ [p. 221] 

Suppoſe he muſt, where is the great hardſhip? If a man. 
of ſixteen thouſand a- year cannot afford two hundred and 
$fy horſes to draw his money, he deſerves to want it, I'll 
engage his under-tenants will lay it down at his door, and 
it-ſhall not coſt him a farthing far the carnage. 

*- Theſe halfpence, if they once paſs, will ſoon be coun- 
&« terfeited, becauſe it may be cheaply done, the ſtuff is 
ſo baſe. The Dutch likewiſe will probably do the ſame 
** thing, and ſend them over to us to pay for our M 

23 
Fe: The 2 lac is good ſtuff, let him * What he will; and 
the halſpence are good halfpence, and I will ſtand by i it: if 
L made them of ſilver, it would be the ſame thing to this 
grumbler. As for their being counterfeit, ſure they coun- 
ter feit gold and filver, and can one help that? for there ever 
have been rogues of coiners in the world, and will be to 
the end of it. As for the Dutch, it is time enough to 
complain when they do coin. I. am certain they have not 
coined one halfpenny as yet; and if they ſhould, I ſhall 
take care to ſtock you ſo well, that you ſhall have no 2 
Calion 


4 
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 Caſion for theirs ; ſo that they may carty them home n 
if they pleaſe. 

« It would be very hard, if all Ireland ſhould be put 
& into one ſcale, and this ſorry: fellow Wood into the 
e other; that Mr Wood and his halfpence ſhould weigh 
« down this whole kingdom, by which England gets 
© aboye a million of good money every year clear into 
« their pockets; and that is more than the Englith do by 
© all the world beſides.” Cp. 24+] 

Parturiant monte. — But I beg pardon for talking to- 
him in a language which he does not underſtand, 

« A famous /aw-book, called The mirror of juſtice, 
ce diſcourſing of the charters, (or laws), ordained by our 
e ancient kings, declares the law to be as follows: It 


e was ordained, that no king of this realm ſhould change, 


& impair, or amend, or make any money than of gold or 


e ſilver, without the aſſent of all the counties; that is, 
e as my Lord Coke [ 1. Inſt. 5 76. ] ſays, without the aſſent 


« of parliament.” [p. 24. 


Then he concludes, according to cuſtom, with his a 


flattering ſpeeches, _ 

* I will now, my dear friends, to fave you the trouble, 
« ſet before you in ſhort what the Jaw obliges you to do, 
te and what it does not oblige you to.” [This Drapier 
is an excellent lawyer, I wonder he is not made a Lord 
Chancellor], 

« Firſt, you are obliged to take all money in pay- 


* ments which is coined by the King, and is of the 


« Engliſh ſtandard or weight, provided it be of gold or- 
4c ſilver, 

«* Secondly, you are not obliged to als any money” 
* which is not of gold or ſilver. 

« Thirdly, much leſs are we obliged to take thoſe vile 
4 halfpence of that ſame Wood. 

« Therefore, my friends, . ſtand to it one and all: re- 
« fuſe this filthy traſh. It is no treaſon to rebel againſt: 
« Mr Wood. His Majeſty, in his patent, obliges nobody 
< to take theſe balfpence.” [ p. 27.] 

So then, at this rate they are — IP for nobody, by 


ſomeb dy; and ſomebody is to get nothing by nobody. I 


have made a fine hand of my patent and coinage. Ye ſee, 


N 3 i Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, the force of that argument which the Dr 
offers; but-T-find logic is not his talent. Thus have I, 

with great patience, gone through this injurious piece of 
ſatiie upon myſelf contained in this firſt letter. But know- 

ing that the beſt undertakers have always met with enemies 
and detractors, I comfort myſelf that F have far defeated- 
this malicious author; that you. are all convinced, I am 

now for all your goods; and though a perfect ſtranger to 
the country of Ireland, yet a little time will ſhew what 
induſtry and pains it lias coſt me, to make you a. flouriſning. 
and a happy people. It is my inclination to preſerve a 
good underſtanding between me and you, however wicked 
people may endeavour to interpoſe. Before Fconclude, I 

have one complaint more: I am told, that pitiful. mali. 

cious, inſidious, undermining, ſcribbling Drapier ſet on 

a parcel of tattered,” filthy, Iriſh, buttermili, potatze 
ſcoundrele, to carry my effigies about in Wood, and after- 
wards hang it at Stephen's Green, [p. 155+];- for which 
I:hope, when the parliament ſits, to have ample ſatisfaction. 
am glad that none of the gentry of Ireland were concern- 
ed in that n e 


Ian your bet friend, 


w. w. 


A fall e ne ee 
ſion to the GALLows, at the execution of 


WILLIAM Woon, Eſq; and hardurare- 
man *. 


nen in the N. 1 


Ome time ago, upon a report bend, that winken 
Wood, hardwareman, was concealed in his brother-- 
in-law's I houſe here in Dublin, a' great number of people 
of different conditions, and of both ſexes, crouded abour: 
the door, determinately bent to rake revenge upon him, 
as a coiner and a counterfeiter. Amongſt the reft, a cer - 
tain curious perſon. ſtanding in a corner obſerved, that 
they all. diſcovered their reſentments in the proper terms 
and expreſſions of their ſeveral trades and callings; 
whereof he wrote down as many as he could remem- 
ber; and was pleaſed. to commanicate them to me, with . 
leave to dublin them for the ufe of thoſe Who at any 
time hereafter may be at a loſs for proper words wherein 
to expreſs their good diſpoſitions towards the laid William- 
Wood. 
The people cried out to. have him delivered into their 
hands. 
Says the parliament-man.. Expel him the houſe... 
2d parliament-man, I ſecond that notion. 

Cook. I'll baſe him. | " | 

2d Cook. III give bim his bellyfull: ; 

3d Cook. III give him a-/zc# in the chops. 


V Jn+this piece the author makes the ſeveral artificers attend 

William Wood (repreſented by a log of timber) to the gallows, 
and each trade tman expreſſes his reſentment. in the terms of his 
proper calling. Then follows the proc eſſion, moſt humorouſly de- 
ſcribed. The whole is a piece of ridicule too powerful dor the : 
ſtrongeſt gravity to withſtand. Orrery, 


+ One. Molyneux an ironmonger.: 1 
ATT | ark? 
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4th Cook. I'll ſoavce him, 


Drunken - man. I'll beat him as long as I can u 


' Bookſeller. Ill turn over a New leaf with him, 
Saddler. I'll pummel him. | 
Glazier, Fil make the Iight ſhine — him. 
Grocer. I'll pepper him. ; 
Groom...I'Il carry his hide. 
PPothecary. PII pound him; 

2d *Pothecary. I'll beat him to mummy... 
Schoolmaſter. 1'1] make him an example. 
Rabbetcatcher. I'll ferret him. 
Paviour, I'll /hump, him. 


Coiner. I'll give him a Oe 


Sio. 


WIHIG. Don with him. 

TORY. Up with him. 
_ Miller. III daſh out his grinders. 5 
2d Miller. Dam him. 

Boatman. Sint him. „ 
Scavenger. Throw him in the kennel, 5 
Dyer. I'll beat him black and blue. . 

„enn I'll make the houſe too ba for ho. Fu 

Whore Pox rot him. 

ad Whore., Let me alone with <= | 

3d Whore. Clap him up- F 2 

Muſtard-maker. I'll have him by, the * | 

Curate. I'll make the devil come out of bins. 

Popiſh prieſt. III ,d him to the devil. 5 

© Dancingmaſter. TII reach him better manners. 

2d Dancingmaſter, . wy make. him cut a J tre 

Rory high. | . G 
Farmer. I'll thraſh —— . 1 

Tailor. I'll fit on his tn. 1 

2d Tailor. Hell is too good for him. 

3d Tailor. VII pink his doublet, —--, 

4th Tailor. I'll make his a ake Button. 

Baſketmaker. I'II nher hin OO 

Fiddler. I'll have him by the ears. TY e 

2d Fiddler. I'll bang him to ſome tune. 

Barber. IIIl have — by the heard. 

ad Bal ber. I'll pull his whi/kers. - 


* III make his fair ſtand on end. 


- F : # 
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4th Barber. I'll comb his Jocks... ' 
Tinker. Ill try what metal he's made of. 
Cobler. I'll make an end of him. 
Tobacconiſt. I'll make him /inole. 
2d Tobacconiſt, I'll make him ſet up his pipes. 

- Goldfinder.. I'll make him fink. 
| Hackney-coachman. I'll make him know his driver.. 
2d Hackney-coachman. I'II dive him to the devil. 

Butcher, I'll have a limb of him. | 
2d Butcher, Let us blow him up. 
3d Butcher. My &#7z/e in him. 
Nurſe. Pl fwaddle him. 
Anabaptiſt. We'll dip the rogue in the jun; 
Oſtler. I'll rub him doavn. 
Shoemaker. Set him in the flocks. 
Banker. I'll kick him to halfcrowns.. 
2d Banker, I'll pay him off. | = 
Bowler. I'll have a rubber with him. | 
Gameſter, I'll make his banes rattle. 
Bodicemaker. III /ace his ſides. | 
Gardener. I'll make him water his plants. 
Alewife, I'll reckon with him. - 
Cuckold. I'll make him pull in his horns. 
Old woman. I'll numble him. 
Hangman. I'll throttle him. 


But at laſt the people, haviog received aſſurances, that 


William Wood was neither in the houſe nor kingdom, ap- 
pointed certain commiſſioners to hang him in effigie; where- 
of the whole ceremony and proceſſion deſerve to be tranſ- 
mitted to poſterity. 

Firſt, the way was cleared by adetachment of the black- 
guards, with ſhort ſticks in their has, and cockades of 
paper in their hats. 

Then appeared William Wood, Eſq; repreſented to 
the life by an old piece of carved timber, taken from the 
keel of a ſhip. Upon his face, which looked yery diſmal, 
were fixed at proper diſtances ſeveral pieces of his own coin, 
to denote who he-was, and to fignify his calling and his 
crime. He wore on his head a peruke, very artfully com- 
poſed of four old mops; a halter about his neck ſerved 12 
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for a cravat. His cloaths were indeed not fo neat and ele- 
gant as is uſual with perfons in his condition, (which ſome 
cenſorious people imputed to aſſectation), for he was co- 
vered with a large rugg of ſeveral! colours in patchwork: 
he was borne upon the ſhoulders of an able-bodied porter. 
In his march by St Stephen's green, he often bowed on 
both fides to ſhew his reſpects to the company; his deport- 
ment was grave; and his countenance, though fomewhat 
penſive, was very compoſed. 

Behind him followed his father alone, in a long mourn- 
ing cloak, with his hat over his noſe, and a handkerchief 
in his left hand to wipe the tears from his face. 

Next in order marched the executioner himſelf in per- 
fon ; whoſe venerable aſpect drew the eyes of the whole 
aſſembly upon him; but he was further diſtinguiſhed by a 
halter, which he bore upon his left ſhoulder as the badge 
of his office. | | 

Then followed two perſons hand in hand; the one re- 
preſenting William Woed's brother-in-law j the other a 
certain ſaddler, his intimate friend, whoſe name I forget. 
Each had a ſmall kettle in his hand, wherein was a rea- 
ſonable quantity of the new halfpence. At proper pe- 
riods they ſhook their kettles, which made a melancholy 
ſound, like the ringing of a knell for their partner and con- 
federate. | | 1 
After theſe followed ſeveral officers, whoſe aſſiſtance 
Was neceſſary for the more decent 'performance” of the 
The proceffion was cloſed with an innumerable croud 
of people, who frequently ſear out loud hazzas; which 
were cenſured by wiſer heads as a mark of inhumanity, 
and an ungenerous triumph over the unfortunate, without 
duly conſidering the various vieiſſitudes of human life. 

However, as it becomes an impartial hiſtorian, I will not 
coneeal one obfervation, that Mr Wood himſelf appeared 
- wholly unmoved, without the leaſt akeration in his coun- 
tenance; only when he came within ſight of the fatal tree, 
wich happened to be of the fame ſpecies of timber with 
his own perſon, he ſeemed to be ſomewhat penfive. 

At the place of execution he appeared undaunted, nor 
was ſeen to ſned a tear. He made no refiſtance, but ee 

: | gurtt 


* 


| mitted himſelf with great reſignation to the hangman, who 
was indeed thought to uſe him with too much roughneſs, 


WOODs EXECUTION. 155 


neither kiſſing him, nor aſking him pardon. His dying 
SPEECH was printed, and deſerves to be written in let- 
ters of GOLD. Being aſked whether it were his own. 
true, genuine SPEECH, he did not deny it. „ 
Thoſe of the ſofter ſex, who attended the ceremony. 


lamented that ſo comely and well-7imbered a man ſhould 


come to ſo untimely an end. He hung but a ſhort time; 


for upon feeling his breaſt, they found it cold and ſtiff, | 


It is ftrange to think, how this melancholy ſpectacle 
turned the hearts of the people to compaſſion. When be 
was cut down, the body was carried through the whole 
city to gather contributions for his wake; and all ſorts of 
people ſhewed their liberality according as they were able. 
The ceremony was performed in an alehouſe of diſtinction, 
and in a manner ſuitable to the quality of the deceaſed. 
While the attendants were diſcourſing about his funeral, a 
worthy member of the aſſembly ſtood up, and propoſed, 
that the body fhould' be carried out the next day, and 
burned with the ſame pomp and formalities uſed at his ex- 
ecution; which would prevent the malice of his enemies, / 
and all indignities that might be done to his remains. 


This was agreed to; and, about nine o' clock, on the fol- 


lowing morning there appeared a ſecond proceſſion. But, 
burning not having been any part of the ſentence, authori- 


ty thought ſit to interpoſe, and the corpſe was reſcued by 


the civil power. | | 3 13-044 1850 
We hear the body is not yet interred ; which occaſions - 
many ſpeculations. But, what is more wonderful, it is po- 
ſitively affirmed by many who pretend to have been eye- 
witneſſes, that there does not appear the leaſt altera- | 
tion in ary one lineament or feature of his countenance ;- / 
nor viſible decay in his whole frame, further than what 
had been made by worms long before his execution. The 
ſolution of which difficulty, I ſhall leave among naturaliſts. 


some 
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Some conſiderations on the attempts to paſs 
Mr Wood's BRASS MONEY in Ireland. 


20 By ».loyer of bis mene | 


FT is a  ivelenboly . to ſee the nel, re» 
ſolutions and addreſſes of both honſes of parliament of 
Ireland, during their late ſeſſion, the late addreſs of his 
Majeſty's juſtices and privy council ef that kingdom, and 
the petition of the county 2 the city of Dublin; whereby 
the unanimous ſenſe of this nation, and the: great appre- 
henfiens they were under, from importing and uttering 
copper halfpence and farthings in Ireland, by virtue of 
the patent granted to: William Wood, have been repre- 
ſented in the ſtrongeſt terms: I ſay, it is a melancholy | 
* conſideration, to ſee the force of all theſe repreſentations | 
cluded by Ge: beides, of a ſingle perſon, da as Mr 

Af juſtice £0409: the ade of this Gogle Mer Ie it ein 10 
to give good men pleaſure to ſee that right ſhould take 
place; but when, on the contrary, the commonweal of a 
whole nation, the quieting the minds of a people diſtracted 
with apprebenſion of the utmoſt danger to their proper- 
ties, nay, the preſervation of the purity of their laws, is 
overborn by private intereſt, what good man but muſt la- 
ment ſuch an unhappy ſtate of affairs? wt 

And fince the matter was of this i importance, and "AS 
ed to carry with it the teſtimony of heaven, in the uni- 
verſal cry of the people, how could any particular mem- 
bers of a community, which had thus with one voice de- 
precated the evil, with any ſhew of reaſon take upon 
them the riſk of any miſcarriage i in a trial, ina ſubordi- 
nate court? 

It was to our gracious Sovereign, that all theſe addreſſ- 
es and petitions were preſented : it was into his fatherly 
hands the whole nation committed the care of their cauſe ; 
and it would bave been the bigheſt piece of arrogance, for 


any 
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any perſon to have preſumed to take upon themſelves a 


ſhare in that traſt, which was only repoſed in his Maje- 
ſty's hands. It is no wonder therefore, that every one 


Was guarded with caution, againſt giving any advice or 


opinion in ibis matter of flate; for which reaſon they 


ought to apprehend 8 7 danger to them vfeives from £4 


meddling inf, 


Though 7537s proceeding may ſeem extraordinary ; yet | 


it being on-a moſt extraordinary matter, on a matter of 


ſach importance, as ſeemed to involve the civil rights and 
properties of a whole nation in the iſſue of it; on a mat- 


ter wherem the Lords and Commons were complainants, 
and the King immediately concerned, not only as general 


father of his people, but alſo as particular and only tru- 


ſtee, in whom his people repoſed entire confidence to re- 


dreſs the grievances complained of; was it not entirely 
reaſonable and fit, that every particular perſon of this 


kingdom ſhould reſt upon what was done by the whole 
body of the people duly afſembled in parliament, and not 


arrogantly aſſume to themſelves a power ef putting the 


fate of this nation to an iſſue before twelve men ? - 


Since then it plainly appears, that this matter is of ſack 
a high nature, that no particular perſon ought to have in- 


termeddled in it; it is to be preſumed, that the non-ap- 
pearance of perſons to ſupport the united ſenſe of bath hou- 


ſes of parliament of ireland, can never be conſtroed as a 


general diffidence, of being able to ſupport the charge 
brought againſt the patent and patentee ; though indeed it 
might proceed from a general and a very reaſonable appre-. 
Henſion of a miſcarriage in this important affair; abhetein 
both houſes of parliament had declared them ſelves fo fully 
Convinced, and ſatisfied upon evidence, and examination 
taken in the moſt ſolemn manner; that for my part, 1 

(and ſo I hope every true lover of his country on his part) 


vill look upon their reſolutions to have the ſame dignity 


(in this caſe) with a maxim in law, quia maxima 4ſt eo- 


rum dig nitas, et certiſima ee e "quod maxi- 


ne omnibus probentur. 

And therefore I don't preſume to enter the liſts, in or- 

der to ſupport the reſolutions -of .both houſes of parlia- 

ment; for 1 look upon it, that they are % ſure and un- 
Nor, III. 0 caoutrollalic, 


—— — 
* 


" if 


1 * 
* 
| 
i 
it 
*4 
* 
| 
' 
| 
' - 
F 
11 
5 
if 
is l 
4 \ 
j . 
. 
[ 
" 
| a 
\ 
3 


162 CoNnSIDERATI xs on the attempts - 


eontrollable, that they ought not to be queſtioned : but it 
ſhall be the buſineſs of this paper, to point out ſome of 
the miſchiefs which will naturally reſult from this coin- 


age of Mr Wood's, in caſe it ſhould be forced upon us. 


We are told, that the power of. iſſuing this money of 
Mr Wood's is limited, and without any compulſion, and 
currency in forced, to be received by ſuch only as would 
voluntarily and wil{ully, accept the ſame, But then it is 
melancholy to behold, that this patent is explained to be 


obligatory on all his Majeſty's officers and miniſters, to 
receive the ſame. 


By this means there is a foundation laid for the moſt un- 


heard - of confuſion that ever was introduced into the buſi- 


neſs of a nation; for here is eſtabliſhed a ſpecies of money, 
made of the baſeſt metal, which none in employments un- 
der his Majeſty muſt refuſe in payments to the crown or to 
themſelyes, and yet all the reſt of his ſubjects are at liber- 
ty to refuſe the ſame in payments to be made to them, ei- 


ther by his Majeſty, or by any other perſon. 


Thus the revenue of the crown will be %% prejudi- 
bel, by the want of intrinſic value in the coin with which 
it is paid; and the army and all others in employments un- 
der his Majeſty, are the perſons, who, in the firſt place, 


muſt bear the burthen of this miſchief. For if they are 


the only perſons who are obliged to receive this coin as 


current money, it is to be preſumed that no other perſons 
+ Will receive the ſame but with conſiderable allowance for 


the difference between the ray money, and that made of 
gold and ſilver. 

And even with a confidetabd n it will be ws 

»to conceive how this braſs money, will find any degree of 


currency in the world, without the aſſiſtance of a ſet of 


men, who may probably raiſe great eſtates in this unſettled 


_ courſe of affairs; but ſuch a ſet of people ought never to 


be encouraged by a wiſe government, for they will make 
their fortunes by the loſſes of good ſubjects, and by prey- 
ing on the revenue of the prince: and yet thoſe huckfiers, 
or money-jobbers, will be found neceſſary if this brafs mo- 
ey. is made current in the exchequer. 

: Toſhew,in ſome meaſure the proportion of this miſchief 


40 * Majelty's revenue, and to thoſe in immediate offi | 


6 * py 2 es 


to paſs Mr Woop's Coin. 1863 
ces under him; it muſt be conſidered, that the groſs reve- 
nue of this kingdom is about 5 O0, oo0 J. per annum; out 
of which muſt be deducted the charge of collection and 
drawbacks; which, to be ſure, the ſeveral collectors, and 
thoſe who are to receive the drawbacks, will take care to 
receive in Sterling money; about 80, ooo J. per annum; 
and there will remain for the diſcharge of the civil and 
military liſts, penſions, &c. 420, Oo J. per annum, which 
ſum, it is probable, iſſues out of the treaſury by monthly 
payments of about 35, oo0 J. per month; for otherwiſe the 
current caſh in this nation could not poſſibly pay the reves 
nue, and ſerve to carry on even the little buſineſs of this 
country, for it hath never been computed that our current 
coin amounts to more than 500,000 /. ſo that if 40,0007: | 
of Mr Wood's braſs money is thrown in upon us, (even ll 
admitting that no more of this ſpecies ſnould be brought 
in), it is manifeſt that that ſum will be near one twelfth of 
the whole coin in the nation; and more than one month S 
pay of the civil and military liſts, and penſions, Cc. of this 


kingdom. SEES | PC OA 

If this ſum ſhould ſtagnate in the treaſury, it is certain 
there will be no gteater loſs (immediately brought) by 
this coin to the revenue, than the money that there lies 
dead amounts to: but if it is iſſued in monthly payments 
to the army, and other his Majeſty's officers and mini- 
ſters, as in all probability it muſt: then this coin, being 
compoſed of a vaſe metal, current only in the exchequer; 
where it is received at an imaginary value, of at leaſt 60 
per cent. more than the real value of the material, it wilt 
be ſuddenly paid back again to the collectors, and by that 
means paſs through the treaſury, at leaſt three times in 
every year; for there we are told, it is to meet with 2 
tet or molæſtation. e e, 9255 
And ſeeing the currency of this money is not inforced 
on any other of his Majeſty's ſubjects, it is eaſy to con- 
ceive, that the difference of value between this coin, and 
the gold and filver which will be current in the nation, 
will be ſettled by the money. jobbers, at about 20 per cent. 
diſcount. © w_ TE CERT Wako 
By which means alone, there will be loſt in the intrinſie 

value of the revenue the ſum of 24,0007. per ann, with- 
We 9, | - WS aut 
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out computing for the loſſes which muſt neceſſarily be 
brought to the revenue, by the general diffidence, which 
the introducing this coin will create among the people; 
all which will be manifeſtly deſtructive of the trade and 
commerce of the kingdom, and of . conſequence 
to the properties of the ſubject. 

And yet the evil has been here computed on a ſogpoſi- 
tion that only 40, O00 J. of this money will be uttered in 
the kingdom; but I take it to be impoſſible to limit the 
quantity that ſhall be brought in, eſpecially if the import- 
ers of it have ſo ſure a market for the ſame as the ex- 
chequer, 

For though his Majeſty ſhould be able to prevent Mr 

Wood from coining any more than 40,0007, and ſhould 
never hereafter be prevailed upon to grant 515 ſpecial li- 
cence or authority to enlarge that ſum, yet it will be 
impoſſible to prevent the importation of this ſort of coin 
from other nations. And there have been ſuch variety 
of dyes made uſe of by Mr Wood in ſtamping his money, 
that it makes the diſcovery of counterfeits more difficult; 
and the profit is ſo great, that it will be a ſufficient temp- 
tation to our induſtrious neighbours of Holland to ſend 
large quantities of this coin to ſo ſure a market as the 
exchequer, 
And perhaps it may be a ko among os whe. 
ther a man can be puniſhed, at the King's ſuit, for coun- 
terfeiting this coin, becauſe it is not the current coin of 
the kingdom ; for though theſe halfpence are to be re- 
ceived as money in the exchequer, yet in trade they are 
no better than counters, and therefore the patent may 
perhaps be conſtrued to be no mere than a gout of a 
22onopoly to make thoſe counters. 

But it is worth obſerving, that if this patent is ſo words 
ed, as that his Majeſty's officers, employed in the receipt 
of his revenue, cannot refuſe receiving this coin, it is 
directly contrary to two acts of parliament now in force in 
this kingdom, and which are to be found in the books * 
rates diſtributed among the officers of the revenue. 

For by the act of tonnage and poundage, 14 and 15 
Car, II. cap. 9. the duties thereby granted to bis Majeſty 
and his ſucceſſors, are to _ pants in lawful money of —1 

and 
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nd. And by the act of exciſe, or new impoſt, 14 and 
15 Car. II. cap. 8. it is expreſsly declared and enacted; 
That the ſeveral rates and duties of exciſe, and all fines, - 
penalties, forfeitures, or other. fun, or  ſums* of money 
rated, impoſed, ſet, or forfeited; in and by thir act, 
are meant and intended to be current and lawful money 
or monies of England, and that all and every of the fames. 
be therefore: demanded, received, paid; and ſatisfied accors: ; 
dingly. 

571 theſe acts it is - manifeſt; that the collectors are obli:· 
ged to receive the ſeveral duties arifing from the cuſtom 
and exciſe, in no other money but ſuch as is current and 
aba money of Eogland; and Mr Wood's halfpence and 
bot being current or lawful money in England, . 
er in this king: dom, if this patent is obligatory on them to 
rrccuvs payments in this coin, it is contrary to acts of! or ; 
liament, and therefore void mritfelf, 

And if the ſeveral collectors of his Majeſty's revenue in 
this kingdom ſhould receiye the ſaid duties, or any part of 

them, in Mr Wood's: braſs money, it would be aſſuming . 

to themſelves a power to diſpenſe with thoſe acts of parlia- 
ment contrary: to the ſenſe of both Houſes of Parliament, 
and · contrary to their reſpective oaths; ſo that it ſeems 

highly reaſonable, becauſe conſonant th law, that the ofS- + 

ficers of *the revenue Should give:orders to the inferior N - 

_ cers, not to recriue this coin. 

Perhaps it will be fatdy that the King hath'a power to 

direct what coin he pleafes to be received by the officers of 
his revenue, and that this patent is in conſequence of ſuch 

a prerogative. But it is to be hoped, that this doctrine 
will never be maintained, in favour of à coin; to which + 
* the whole nation, as well in parliament aſſembled, as ig 

their private capacities; have ſhewed a general diſſike. 
Moreover, as this caſe ſtands circumſtanced, it is a great: 
F whether his Majefty hath ſuch a diſpenſing power: 
or though it ſhould be allowed, that his Majeſty might - 
direct the receipt of bis own revenue in What coin he 

Pleaſes; yet it is moſt certain, that his Majeſty does 

not -inten4 to inforee the curreney of - Wood's money - 
mong any of his ſubjects, much leſs doth his Majeſty in- 

? og -oblige thoſe Yon intitle, * 'ob- parliament, 
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to be paid: in current .money of England, to receive this 
money of Mr Wood's, 

And it is plain, that, by the a& of exciſe, there are * 
veral fines, penalties, and forſcitures, which, by virtue of 
that act, are to be received in curtent money of England, 

and to half thoſe inet, ſorſeituret, and penalties, the in- 
formers are intitled by virtue of the ſaid act; ſo that if 
the officers ſhould be obliged to receive them in braſs ma- 
ney, the ioformers muſt neceſſarily loſe the benefit of the 
ſaid act: and I may venture to ſay, that act cannot be re- 
pealed but by another act, to be made by King, Lords, 
and Commons; and not by a patent. 

All theſe things having been, among many other very 
weighty matters, laid before both houſes of parliament 
of Ireland; it is not to be wondered, that they repreſent, 
that the patent had been obtained in a clandeſtine aud un- 
precedented manner, and by notorious miſrepreſentations 
of the ſtate of Ireland. For what can be more clandeſtine, 
than to obtain a patent with powers, not only highly pre- 
Judicial to his Majeſty's revenue, deſtrudive of the trade 
and commerce of the kingdom, and of. dangerous conſe- 

uence to the properties of the ſulject, but alſo contrary to 

40 aQs of parliament? and that it was an unprecedent- 
ed attempt, at leaſt in this reign, will be readily allowed; 
therefore all the repreſentations made of the ſtate of Ire- 
land, in order to obtain this patent, may with great truth 
be called notorious miſræpreſentationt. 

But it has been ſaid, that his Majeſty cannot proceed 
againſt the patentee, but according to the known rules and 
maxims of law and juſtice : and God forbid that any one 
of this kingdom ſhould adviſe his Majeſty to ſubyert or 
diſpenſe with any of our laws. No part of the addreſſes 
from the houſes of parliament of Ireland has the leaſt 
tendency this way. - | 
For though the houſe of Commons, in their r Lend ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty, g humbly beſeech his Majcfy that 
be will be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions to the ſeve- 
ral officers.intruſted with the receipt of his Majeſty's re- 
wenue, that they do net, on any pretence whatſoever, ut- 


ter 115 halfpence and farthings : yet, if his Majeſt x 


n graciouſly pled 20 to have given orders, accor- 
"3 ding 
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ding to this humble addreſs of his people of Ireland ; it is 

| humbly conceived that this would have been only an af- 
firmance of the law of the land, as hath been ſaid, and not 
any way contrary to law, 

For though his Majeſty, by his patent under the great ſeal 
of Great Britain, wzlls, requires, and commands his lieu- 
tenant, deputy, or other chief governor or governors of his 
kingdom of Ireland, and all other officers and miniſters 
of his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors in England, Ire: 
land, or elſewhere, to be aiding and aſſiſting to the ſaid. 

William Wood, hit executors, Oc. in the execution of all 
or any the powers, authorities, diredtions, matters, or 
things to be executed by him or them, or for his or their 
benefit or advantage, by virtue, and in purſuance of the 
aid indentures ; yet it is in all things as becometh, &c, 
And this is to be expounded by the known laws of the 
land, and by other parts of the ſaid patent, whereby it is 
manifeſt that his Majeſty never intended to inforce the cur. 
rency of this money, to be received by any perſon, that 
would not voluntarily and wilfully accept the ſame, 
Therefore, ſince the people have ſhewed a general diſ- 
| like of this coin, it is to be hoped, that ſome method will: 


be found out to eaſe their minds * — the * 35 
are under on this occaſion, - | 


& ſhort. VIEW of the State of IXELAN p. 
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A M -adlured; FEY it bath for Wind time been radiled 
as a method of making mens court, when they are 
aſked about the rate of lands, the abilities of tenants, the 
ſtate of trade and manufacture in this kingdom, and how 
their rents are paid, to anſwer, that in their neighbour- 
hood all things are in a flouriſhing condition, the rent and 
purchaſe of land every day increaſing. And if a gentle- 
man happen to be a little more ſincere in his repreſentations; 
beſides being looked on as not well affected, he is ſure to 


have a dozen contradictors at his elbow. I think it is o 


manner of ſecret, why theſe queſtions are fo cordially alles - 
ed, or ſo cbligingly anſwered: S 
But fince, with regard to the affairs of this kingdom, I . 
have been uſing all endeavours-to ſubdue: my indignation; 
to which indeed I am not provoked by any perſonal intereſt; 
not being the owner of one ſpot of greund in the- whole i- 
and; I ſhall only enumerate by rules generally known, and 
never contradicte d, what are the true cauſes of any coun- 
try's flouriſhing. and growing rich; and then examine 
_ effects ariſe from thoſe cauſes in. the kingdom: of Ire- 
The firſt cauſe of a kingdom's thriving is, the fruitful-- 
neſs of the ſoil to produce the neceſſaries and convenien+- 
cies of life; not only ſufficient for the inhabitauts, but for : 
exportation into other countries. 

The ſecond: i is, the induſtry of the people, in pb J 
vp all their native commodities to the laſt degree of ma- 
. | 

The third is, the conveniency of 'ſafe ports and havens « ; 
to carry out their own goods as much manufactured, and 
bring in thoſe of others as little e, as che nas: - 
ture of mutual commerce will allow. 


| The. fourth is, that the natives ſhould, as Auch as: 
bollble, 
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-poſkble, export and import their goods in veſſels of their 


own timber, made in their own country. 


Tbe fifth is, the privilege of a free trade in all foreign | 
countries, which will permit them, except thoſe who are 


in war with their own prince or ſtate. _ 
The fixth is, by being governed only by laws made with 
their own conſent ; for otherwiſe they are not a free peo- 


ple. And therefore all appeals for juſtice, or applications 


for favour or preferment, to another COUNTY are ſo many 
- grievous impoveriſhments. 

The ſeventh is, by improvement of land, . 
of agriculture, and thereby increaſing the number of their 
people; without which any e however bleſſed by 
nature, muſt continue poor. 

The eighth is, the reſidence of the prince, or chief ad- 
miniſtrator of the civil power. 

The ninth is, the concourſe of foreigners for A 
tion, cunolity, or  Pleature ; 3 or as to a general mart of 
trade. 

The tenth is, by diſpoſing all offices of honour, profit, 
or truſt only to the natives; or at leaſt with very few ex- 
_ ceptions, where ſtrangers hens long inhabited the country, 
and are ſuppoſed to underſtand and regard the intereſt of 
it as their own, 

The eleventh is, when the rents of lands, ** probes 
of employments, are ſpent in the country which produ- 


ced them, and not in another; the former of which will 


certainly happen, where the love of our native country 
prevails. 
The twelfth is, by the public revenues being all pent 
and employed at home, except on the orcalians of a 1 
reign war, 

The thirteenth is, where the people are not obliged, un- 


leſs they find it for their own interelt or conyeniency, to 


receive any monies, except of their own coinage by a pu- 


blic mint after the manner of all civilized nations. 


The fourteenth is, a diſpoſition of the people of a coun- 
try to wear their own manufactures, and import as few in- 
citements to luxury, either in cloaths, furniture, food, or 
drink, as they poſſibly can live conveniently without. 


"I 


There are many other cauſes of a nation's thriving, - 
| which 
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which I at preſent cannot recollect: but without advantage 
from at leaſt ſome of theſe, after turning my thoughts 
a long time, 1 am not able to diſcover from whence our 
wealth proceeds, and therefore would gladly be better in- 
formed. In the mean time I will here examine, what 
ſhare falls to Ireland of theſe cauſes, or of the effects and | 
| Conſequences, 

It is not my intention to complain, but barely to relate 
facts; and the matter is not of ſmall importance. For it 
is allowed, that a man who lives in a ſolitary houſe, far 
from help, is not wiſe in endeavouring to acquire in the 
neighbourhood the reputation of being rich ; becauſe thoſe 
who come for gold, will go off with pewter and braſs, 
rather than return empty: and in the common practice of 
the world, thoſe who poſſeſs moſt wealth, make the leaſt . 
parade; which they leave to others, 'who have nothing 
. elſe to bear them out in WY their faces on the ex- 
change. — 

As to the firſt cauſe of a nation's riches, being the 
fertility. of the ſoil, as well:as temperature of climate, we 
have no reaſon to complain: for, although the quantity 
of unprofitable land in this kingdom, era bog, and 
rock, and barren mountain, be double in proportion to 
what it is in England; yet the native productions, which 

both kingdoms deal in, are very near an equality in point 
of goodneſs, and might with the ſame encouragement be 
as well manufactured. I except mines and minerals; in 
ſome of which however \ we are only defective in point of 
ſkill and induſtry. 
In the ſecond, which is the induſtry of the people, our 
mis fortune is not altogether owing to our own fault, but to 
4 million of diſcouragements. 

The conveniency of ports and ese which nature 
bath beſtowed fo liberally on this kingdom, is of no more 
uſe to us, than a beautiful proſpe& to a man ſhut up in 4 
dungeon. 

As to ſhipping of its own, Ireland is ſo utterly unpro- 
vided, that, of all the excellent timber cut down within 
theſe fifty or ſixty years, it can hardly be ſaid, that the 
nation. hath received the benefit of one valuable houſe to 
duell! in, or one ſhip to trade with, | 

: Ireland 
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+ Ireland is the only kingdom I ever heard or read of, 
cles in ancient or. modern ſtory, which was denied the. 
liberty of exporting their native commodities and manufac- 
tures where-ever they pleaſed, except to countries at war 
with their own prince or ſlate : yet this privilege, by the 
ſuperiority of mere power, is refuſed us in the moſt mo- 
mentous parts of commerce; beſides an act of navigation, 
to which we never conſented, pinned down upon us, and 
_ rigorouſly executed; and a thouſand other unexampled 
circumſtances, as grievous as they are invidious to mention. 
To go on to the reſt : 

It is too well known; that we are borced ts obey ſome 
laws we never conſented to; which is a condition I muſt. 
not call by its true uncontroverted name for fear of Lord 
Chief Juſtice Whitſhed's ghoſt, with his libertas et natale 
ſolum , written for a motto on his coach, as it ſtood at 
the door of the court, while he was perjuring himſelf to 
betray both. Thus we are in the condition of patients, 
who have phyſic ſent them by doctors at a diſtance, ſtran- 
-gers to their conſtitution and the nature of their diſeaſe : 
and thus we are forced to pay five hundred per cent. to 
decide our properties: in all which we have likewiſe the 

Honour to be diſtinguiſhed from the whole race of man- 

Kind, 
 * As to the improvement of land; thoſe few who attempt 
that or planting, through covetouſneſs or want of ſkill | 
generally leave things worſe than they were; neither ſue- 
ceeding in trees nor hedges z and by running into the fancy 
of grazing, after the manner of the Seythians, are Fuer 
day depopulating the country. 
Wee are fo far from having a king to reſide among W 
that even the viceroy is generally abſent four fifths of his 
time in the government. Set, 

No ſtrangers from other countries make this a part of 
their travels; where they can expect to ſee nothing but 
ſcenes of miſery and deſolation. 

Thoſe who have the misfortune to be bank here, have 
the leaſt title to any conſiderable employment ; ; to which 


* Liberty and my ative country, 


| they 


= 
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they are ſeldom preferred, but upon a 1 N conlide- 


| ration. 


One third dart of the rents of Ireland is pen in This 
land ; which, with the profit of employments, penſions, 
appeals, journeys of pleaſure or health, education at the 


inne of court and both univerſities, remittances at plea- 


ſure, the pay of all ſuperior officers in the army, and other 
incidents, will amount to a full half of the 1 income of the 


Whole kingdom, all Clear profit to England. 


- We are denied the liberty of coining gold, filver, or 


even copper. In the iſle of Man they coin their own 


fitver ; every petty prince, vaſſal to the emperor, can | 


coin what money he pleaſeth. And in this, as in moſt of 


the articles already mentioned, we are an exception to all 


other ſtates or monarchies that were ever known i in the 


world. 


As to the laſt, or fourteenth article, we take ſpecial care 
to act diametrically contrary to it in the whole courſe of our 


lives. Both ſexes, but eſpecially the women, deſpiſe and 


abhor to wear any of their own manufactures, even thoſe 


which are better made than in other countries ; particularly 


a ſort of filk plaid, through which the workmen are forced 


to run a kind of gold thread that it may paſs for Indian. 


| Even ale and potatoes are imported from England, as well 


* 


as corn; and our foreign trade is little more than importa- 
tion of French wine, for which J am told we pay ready 
money. 


1 


- Now, if all this be true, (upon which I could eaſi ly en- 


large), I would be glad to know, by what ſecret method 


it is, that we grow a rich and flouriſhing people without 


liberty, trade, manufactures, inhabitants, money, or the 


privilege of coining ; without induſtry, labour, or improve- 


ment of land; and with more than half the-rent and pro- 


fits of the whole Lingdem annually exported, for which 
we receive not a fingle farthing :, and to make up all this, 


nothing worth mentioning, except the linen of the north, 


a trade caſual, corrupted, and at mercy ; and ſome butter 


from Cork. If we do flouriſh, it muſt be againſt erer 


law of nature and reaſon; like the thorn, at Glaſtenbury, 
that bloſſoms in the migit of winter, | # 
Let the worthy commifiongrs, who come akon: Eng-. 
0 | land, | 
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land, ride round the kingdom, and obferve the face of 
nature, or the face of the natives; the improvement of 
the land; the thriving numerous plantations; the noble 
woods; the abundance and vicinity of country-ſeats; the 
commodious farmers houſes and barns ; the towns and 
villages, where every body is buſy, and thriving with all 
kind of manufactures; the ſhops full of goods wrought 
to perfection, and filled with cuſtomers ; the comfortable 
diet, and dreſs, and dwellings of the people; the vaſt num- 
bers of ſhips.in our harbours and docks, and ſhip-wrights 
in our ſea-port towns; the roads crouded with carriers, 
laden with rich manufactures; the perpetual concourſe to 
and fro of us equipages. - | | 
With — 7977 would thoſe gentle · 
men return from ſo delightful a progreſs? what glorious 
reports would they make, when they went back to Eng- 
lands --: | 
But my heart is too heavy to continue this ĩrony longer; 
for it is manifeſt, that whatever ſtranger took ſuch a 
journey, would be apt to think himſelf travelling in Lap- 
land or Iceland, rather than in a country ſo favoured by 
nature as ours, both in fruitfulneſs of ſoil, and tempera- 
ture of climate. The miſerable dreſs, and diet, and dwell- 
ing of the people; the general deſolation in moſt parts 
of the kingdom; che old ſeats of the nobility and gen- 
try all in ruins, and no new ones in their ſtead; the fa- 
milies of farmers, who pay great rents, living in filth 
and naſtineſs upon buttermilk and potatoes, without a 
ſhoe or ſtocking to their feet, or a houſe ſo convenient as 
an Engliſh hog- ſty to receive them. Theſe indeed may 
be comfortable fights to an Engliſn ſpectator; who comes 
for a ſhort time, only to learu the language, and returns 
back to his own country, whither he finds all our wealth 
tranſmitted, 2 85 | | 


| Neſeru miſeria magna eſt. 2 


There is not one argument uſed to prove the riches of 
Ireland, which is not a logical demonſtration of its pover- 


' ty. The riſe, of our rents is ſqueezed out of the v 


blood, and vitals, and cloaths, and dwellings of the te} 
Vol. III. | P nants, 
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nants, who live worſe than Engliſh beggars. The low- 
neſs of intereſt, in all other countries a ſign of wealth, is 
in us a proof of miſery; there being no trade to employ 


any borrower, Hence alone comes the dearneſs of land, 


- fince the ſavers have no other way to lay out their mo- 
ney: hence the dearneſs of neceſſaries for life: becauſe 
the tenants cannot afford to pay ſuch extravagant rates 
for land, (which they muſt take or go a-begging), with- 
out raiſing the price of cattle, and of corn, although them- 


ſelves ſhould live upon chaff, Hence our increaſe of 


buildings in this city; becauſe workmen have nothing to 
do but to employ one another, and one half of them are 
infallibly undone. Hence the daily increaſe of bankers, 
who may be a neceſſary evil in a trading- country, but ſo 
Tuinous in ours; who for their private advantage have 
' ſent away all our ſilver, and one third of our gold; ſo 
that within three years paſt the running caſh of the nation, 
which was about five hundred thouſand pounds, is now 
leſs than two, and muſt daily diminiſh, unleſs we have li- 
berty to coin, as well as that important kingdom, the iſle 
of Man, and the meaneſt principality'i in the German em- 

pire, as I before obſerved. | 
I have ſometimes thought, that this paradox of ih 


kingdom growing rich is chiefly owing to thoſe worthy 


gentlemen the BANKERS; who, except ſome cuſtom- 
ghouſe · officers, birds of paſſage, oppreſſive thrifty *ſquires, 
and a few others who ſhall be nameleſs, are the only thri- 


ving people among us: and l have often wiſhed, that a law 


were enacted to hang up half a dozen bankers every year, 


and thereby interpoſe at leaſt ſome ſhort delay to the fur- 
ther ruin of Ireland, 

Ye are idle, ye are idle, anſwered Pharaoh to the Iſrael- 
ites, when they complained to hi Majefty, that they were 
forced to make bricks without ſtraw, | 

England enjoys every one of thoſe advantages for en- 
riching a nation, which I have above enumerated; and in- 
to the bargain, a good million returned to them every year 
without labour or hazard, or one farthing value received 
on our ſide : but how long we ſhall be able to continue the 
payment, I am not under the leaſt concern. One thing { 
. 5 | know, 
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know, that when the hen is ſtarved to death, there quill be 
no more golden eggs. 

I think it a little unhoſpitable, and others may call it a« 
ſabtile piece of malice, that becauſe there may be a dozen 
families ia this town able to entertain their Engliſh friends 
in a generous manner at their tables, their guelts, upon 
their return to England, ſhall report, that we wallow in 
riches and luxury, 

Yet, I confeſs, 1 have ag an hoſpital, where all 
the houſehold officers grew rich; while the poor, for whoſe 
ſake it was built, were almoſt ſtarving for want of food” 
and raiment. 

To conclude, if Ireland be a rich and flouriſhing king- 
dom, its wealth and proſperity muſt be owing to certain 
cauſes, that are yet concealed from the whole race of 
mankind ; and the effects are equally inviſible, We need, 
not wonder at ſtrangers, when they deliver ſuch para- 
doxes ; but a native and inhabitant of this kingdom, who. 
gives the ſame verdict, muſt be either ignorant to ſtupi- 
dity, or a man-pleaſer at the expenſe of all a con - 
ſcience, and truth *. | 


| The preſent Rate of Ireland 41 is, in general, as flouriſhing as 
poſſible. Agriculture is cultivated : arts and ſciences are encou- 
raged: and in the ſpace of eighteen years, which is almoſt the full 
time that 1 have known it, no kingdom can be more improved. 
Ireland, in relation to England, may be compared to a younger ſiſt er 
lately come of age, after having ſuffered all the miſeries of an in- 
jured minor, ſuch as law-ſuits, inc roachments upon her property, 
violation of her rights, deſtruction of her tenants, and every evil 
that can be named. At length, time, and her own noble ſpirit ot 
induſtry, have entirely relieved her, and, ſome little heartburn- 
ings excepted, ſhe enjoys the quiet poſſeflion of a very ample. 
fortune, ſubiect, by way of acknowledgment, to certain quit- 
rents, payable to the elder branch of her houſe. Take her all i in 
al, ſhe cannot have a greater fort une than ſhe deſerves. Orrery; | 


-iK 1752, 


An ANs WER to a paper, called, 4 memorial 
of the poor inhabitants, tradeſmen, and labour- 
ers of the kingdom of Ireland, | 


Written in the year 1728. 


Received a paper from you, whoever you are, print- 
ed without any name of author or printer; and ſent, 
1 ſuppoſe, to me among others without any particular 
diſtinction. It contains a complaint of the dearneſs of 
corn; and ſome ſchemes for making it cheaper, which 1 
cannot approve of. 
But pray permit me, before I go further, to give you 
a ſhort hiſtory of the ſteps by which we arrived at this 
hopeful ſituation, 
It was indeed the ſhameful pratice of too many Iriſh 
farmers to wear out their ground with ploughing; while, 


either through poverty, lazineſs, or ignorance, they neither 


took care to manure it as they ought, nor gave time to any 
part of the land to recover itſelf; and when their leaſes 
are near expiring, being aſſured that their landlords would 


not renew, they ploughed even the meadows, and made 


ſuch havock, that many landlords were conſiderable ſuffer- 
n 

This gave birth to chat abominable race of wakes, 
who upon expiration of the farmers leaſes were ready to 
ingrofs great quantities of land; and the gentlemen ha- 
ving been before often ill paid, and their land wore out of 
heart, were too eaſily tempted, when a rich graſier made 
an offer to take all their land, and give them ſecurity for 
payment. Thus, a valt tract of land, where twenty or 
thirty farmers lived, together with their cottagers and la- 
bourers in their ſeveral cabins, became all deſolate, and 


This practice probably produced the penal clauſes to prohibit. 


ploughing, mentioned in the Propeſal for the univerſal uſe of I. 2 | 
manefactures. Hawkef. 
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eaſily managed by one or two herdſmen and their boys; 
whereby the maſter-graſier with little trouble ſeized to 
himſelf the livelihood of a hundred people. 


It muſt be confeſſed, that the farmers were juſtly] pu- 
niſhed for their 4zavery,: brutality, «and folly. But nei- 


ther are the /quires- and: landlords: to be excuſed; for to 
them is owing the depopulating of the country, the vaſt: 
number of beggars, * the ruin of thoſe few ſorry im - 
provements we had. 

That farmers ſhould be. d ploughing, is very 
reaſonable, and practiſed in England; and might have ea - 
ſily been done here by penal clauſes in their leaſes: but to 
deprive them in a manner altogether from n their d, 
was a moſt ſtupid want of thinking 

Had the farmers been conſined to plough a certain n quan- 
tity of land, with a. penalty: of ten pounds an acre for what-⸗ 
ever they exceeded, and farther limited for the three or four 
laſt years of their leaſes, all this evil had been prevented; 
the nation would have ſaved a million of money; and been 

more populous by above tvs hundred thouſand fouls. * 

For a people denied the benefit- of trade, to manage 
their lands in ſuch: a manner. as to produce nothing, but 
what they are forbidden to trade with, or only ſuch things 
as they can neither export nor manufacture to advantage, 
is an abſurdity that a auila Indian- would be aſhamed of; 
eſpecially when we add, that we are content to purchaſe 
this hopeful commerce by ſending to foreign markets for 
our daily bread. 

The prazier's employment i is to feed great flocks of: 
ſheep, or black. cattle, or both. With regard to ſheep, 
as folly is uſually accompanied with perverſeneſa, fo it is 
here. There is ſomething ſo monſtrous to deal in a com+ 
modity (further than for our oww uſe) which we are not 
allowed to export manufactured, nor even unmanufactu - 
red, but to one certain country, and only to ſome few ports 
in that country; there is, I ſay, ſomething ſo ſottiſh, that 
it wants a name in our language to expreſs it by: and the 
good of it is, that the more ſheep we have, the fewer hu- - 
man creatures are left to wear the woc, or eat the feſh. 
* was mad, when he miſtook a. flock- of ſheep for his 

* enemies: 


— 4.4 HEH hes de eee. ————— —— s 
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enemies: but we ſhall never be ſober, until we have the 
{ame way of thinking. 

The other part of the grazier's buſineſs is what we call 
black cattle, producing hides, tallow, and beef for expor- 
tation : all which are good and uſeful commodities, if 
rightly managed, But it ſeems, the greateſt part of the 
hides are ſent out raw for want of bark to tan them; and 
that want will daily grow ſtronger: for, 1 doubt, the new 
project of tanning without it is at an end. Our beef, I 
am afraid, ſtill continues ſcandalous in foreign markets for 

| the old reaſons. But our fallow, for any thing I know, 
may be good. However, to beſtow the whole kingdom 
on beef and mutton, and thereby drive out half the people, 
who ſhould eat their ſhare, and force the reſt to ſend fome- 
times as far as Egypt for bread to eat with it, is a moſt 
peculiar and diſtinguiſhed piece of public economy, of 
which I have no comprehenſion. 
I know very well that our anceſtors the Scythians, . and 
their poſterity our kinſmen the Tartars, lived upon the | 
blood, and milk, and raw fleſh: of their cattle, without one 
grain of corn; but I confeſs myſelf ſo degenerate, that 1 L | 
2m not eaſy without bread:to my victuals. | | 

What amazed me for a week or two, was to ſee, im 
this prodigious plenty of cattle, and dearth of human crea- 
tures, and want of bread, as well as noncy to buy it, that 
all kind of feſb- meat ſhould be monſtrouſly dear, beyond 
what was ever known in this kingdom. I thought it a de- 
fect in the laws, that there was not ſome regulation in the 
price of ſeſh, as well as bread: but I imagine myſelf to 
have gueſſed out the reaſon : in ſhort, F am apt to think, 
that the whole kingdom is overſtocked with catile, both 
blaci. and white: and as it is obſerved, that the poor 1ri/þ 

l have a vanity to be rather owners of two lean cows, than 
| one fat, although with double the charge of grazing, and 
but half the quantity of milk; fo I conceive it much more 
| difficult at preſent to find a fat bullock or wether, than it 
would be, if half of them were fairly knocked on the head: 
for I am aſſured, that the diſtri in the feveral markets, 
called carrion-row, is as reaſonable as the poor can deſire; 

only the circumſtance of Ow to purchaſe it, and of trade, 
: 9 or 


* 
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or labour, to purchaſe that money, are 110 wholly want- 
in 

ak Sir, to return more particularly to you, and your 
memorial. 

A hundred bauen barrels of wheat, you ſ- ay, ſhould. 
be imported hither ; and ten thouſand pounds premium to- 
the importers. Have you looked into — purſe of the na- 
tion; I am no commiſſioner of the treaſury; but am well 
aſſured, that the whole running caſh would not ſupply you 
with a ſum to purchaſe ſo much corn, which, only at twen- 
ty ſhillings a-barrel, will be a hundred thouſand pounds ;. 
and ten thouſand more for the premium. But you * a 
traffic for your corn with other goods: and where are 
thoſe goods? If you had them, they are all engaged to 
pay the rents of abſentees, and other occaſions in London, 
beſides a huge balance of trade this year againſt us. Wilk 


foreigners take our bankers paper? I ſuppoſe, they will 


value it at little more than ſo much a quire. Where are 
theſe rich farmers and ingroſſers-of corn, in ſo bad a year, 
and fo little ſowing ? 

You are in pain for two ſhillings — ond forges. 


the twenty ſhillings for the price; find me out the latter, | 
and I will engage for the former. 


Your ſcheme for a tax for raifing ſuch a ſum is all e 
ary, and owing to a great want of knowledge in the miſers - 
able flate of this nation. Tea, coffee, ſugar, ſpices, ine, 
and foreign cloaths, are the particulars you mention, upon 
which this tax ſhould be raiſed. I will allow the two firſt; 


becauſe they are unwholeſome; and the laſt, becauſe I:  ' 


ſhould be glad if they were all burned; but I beg you 2 
leave us our wine to make us a while forget our mifery; 

give your tenants leave to plough for barley; But I will 
tell you a ſecret, which I learned many years ago from the 
commiſſioners of the cu/?oms in London: they ſaid, when 
any commodity appeared to be taxed above a moderat rate, 
the conſequence was to leſſen that branch of the revenue 
by one half; and one of thoſe gentlemen pleaſantly told 
me, that the miſtake of parliaments on ſuch occaſions 
was owing to an error of computing two and two to make 
four; whereas in the buſineſs of laying heavy impe/itions 
two and two neyer made more than one; which * 
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by leſſening the import, and the ſtrong tempration of running 
ſuch goods as paid high duties, at leaſt in this kingdom. 


Although the women are as vain. and extravagant as their 
lovers or their huſbands can deſerve, and the men are fond 
enough of wine, yet the number of both who can afford 


ſuch expenſes, is ſo ſmall, that the major part muſt refuſe 


gratifying themſelves, and the duties will rather be leſſened: 
thay increafed. But, allowing no force in this argument; 
yet ſo preternatural a ſum, as one hundred and ten thou- 
ſand pounds, raiſed all on a ſudden, (for there is no dally- 
ing with hunger), is juſt in proportion with raiſing a million 
and a half in England; which, as things now ſtand, would: 


muddy bring that uns kingdom under ſome difficul- 
| 17 * are concerned bow ſtrange and ee it would 


be in foreign parts to hear, that the poor were ſtarving in 


a RICH country, Cc. Are you in earneſt? is Ireland the 
eich country. you mean? or are you-infulting our poverty ? 
were you ever out of Ireland? or were you ever in it till 


of late? you may probably have a good employment, and 
are ſaving all you can to purchaſe a good eſtate in England. 


But by talking ſo familiarly of one hundred and ten thouſand 


pounds by a tax upon a few commodities, it is plain, you 


are either naturally or affectedly ignorant of our preſent 


edndition ; or elſe you would know and allow, that ſuch a 
ſam is not to be raiſed here, without a general exciſe; lince, . 
in proportion to/our: wealth, we pay already in /axes more. 
than England ever did in the height of the war. And 


when you have brought over your corn, who will be the 
buyers? Moſt certainly, not the poor, who will not be able 
to purchaſe the twentieth part of it; 


Sir, upon the whole, your paper is a>very crude piece, 
Hable to more objections than there are lines; bur, I think, 


your meaning is good, and ſo far you are pardonable. 


If you will propoſe a general contribution for ſupporting 


the poor in potatoes and buttermilk; till the new corn comes 
in, perhaps you may ſacceed better; becauſe. the thing at 
leaſt is poſſible: and I think if our brethren in England 
would contribute upon this emergency, out of the million 


they gain from us every year, they would do a piece of u- 


| flice-as well: as charity. In che mean time go and preach 


o 


1 
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to your own tenants to fall nnn 
they can; and prevail with your neighbouring ſquires to 
do the ſame with theirs; or elſe die with the guilt of ha- 
ving driven away half the inhabitants, and ſtarving the reſt. 

For as to your ſcheme of railing ane hundred and ten thou- 
ſand pounds, it is as vain as that of Rabelais; which was 
to ſqueeze out wind from the poſteriors of a dead aſs. 

But why all this concern for the poor? We want them 
not as the country is now managed; they may follow thou- 
ſands of their leaders, and ſeek their bread abroad. Where 
the plough has no work, one family can do the buſineſs of 
fifty, and you may ſend away the other forty-nine, An 
admirable piece of huſbandry, never known or practiſed by 
the wiſeſt nations, who erroneouſly n * to be 
the riches of a country. _ 

If ſo wretched a ſtate of things would allow it, methioks 
I. could have a malicous pleaſure, after all the warning I 
have in vain given the public at my own peril for ſeveral 
years paſt, to ſee the conſequences and events anſwering. 
in every particular. I pretend to no ſagacity: what I 
write was little more than what I had diſcourſed to ſeveral, 
perſons, who were generally of my opinion: and it was 
obvious to every common underſtanding, that ſuch effects 
mult needs follow from ſuch cauſes, A fair iflue of things 
begun upon party-rage, while ſome ſacrificed the public to 
fury, and others to ambition: while a ſpirit of faction and 
oppreſſion reigned in every part of the country, where gen- 
tlemen, inſtead of conſulting the eaſe of their tenants or cul- 
tivating their lands, were worrying one another upon points, 
of Whig and Tory; of high church and low chureh; which 
no more concerned them, than the long and famous con- 
troverſy of firops for razors * : while agriculture was 
wholly diſcouraged, and conſequently half the farmers, and 
labourers, and poorer tradeſmen, forced to beggary or ba- 
niſhment : Wiſdom crieth in the ſtreets ; becauſe 1 have 
called on you: I have ftretched out my hand, and no man 
IN But ” have ſet at . all my: counſels, and 


* A af ee paſted F 


powder, for the property and excellence of 1 ſeveral com- 
petitors Os contended. Hawkeſ. | 


1 
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would none of my reproof. I alſo will laugh at your cala- | 
nily, and mock when your fear cometh. | «1 

I'have now done with your memorial, and freely excuſe. 
your miſtakes, ſince you appear to write as a ſtranger, and 
as of a country which is left at liberty to enjoy the bene- 

firs of nature, and to make the beſt of thoſe advantages 
which God hath given it in ſoil, climate, and ſituation. 

But having lately ſent out a paper, intitled, 4 /hort view 
of the ſtate of Ireland; and hearing of an objection, that 
ſome people think I have treated the memory of the late 
Lord Chief Juſtice Whitſhed with an appearance of ſeveri- 
ty: ſince I may not probably have another opportunity of 
explaining myſelf in that particular, I chuſe to do it here : 
laying it therefore down for a po/ulatun, which I ſuppoſe 
will be univerſally granted, that no little creature of fo 
mean a birth and genius had ever the honour to be a great- 
er enemy to his country, and to all kinds of virtue than HE, 
I anſwer thus: Whether there be two different goddeſſes 
called Fame, as ſome authors contend, or only one goddeſs 
ſounding two different trumpets, it is certain, that people 
diſtinguiſhed for their villany have as good a title to a 
blaſt from the proper trumpet, as thoſe who are moſt re- 
nowned for their virtues have from the other; and have 
equal reaſon to complain if it be refaſed them. And accor- 
dingly the names of the moſt celebrated profiigates have 
been faithfully tranſmitted down to poſterity.. And al- 
though the perſon here underſtood acted his part in an ob- 
ſcure corner of the world; yet his talents might have ſhone: 
with luſtre enough in the nobleſt ſcene; - - | 

As to my naming a perſon dead, the plain honeſt rea- 
* is the beſt. He was armed with power and will to do- 
miſehief, even where he was not provoked; as appeared by 
his proſecuting two printers, one to death, and both to 
ruin, who had neither offended God, nor the Kings /nor 
him, nor the public. 

What an encouragement to vice is this?. If an ill man. 
be alive, and in power, we dare not attack him, and if 
he be weary of the world, or of his own villanies, he 
has nothing to do but die, and then his reputation is ſafe, 
For theſe excellent caſuiſts know juſt Latin enough to 
have heard a. molt fooliſh- * that de mortuir nil niſi 
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Bonum; ſo that if Socrates, and Anytus his accuſer *, had 
happened to die together, the charity of ſurvivors muſt 
either have obliged them to hold their peace, or to fix the 
ſame character on both.. The only crime of charging the - 
dead is, when the leaſt doubt remains whether the accuſa- 
tion be true; but when men are openly abandoned, and loſt 
to all ſhame, they have no reaſon to think it hard if their 
memory be reproached. Whoever reports, or otherwiſe 
publiſheth any thing, which it is poſſible may be falſe, that 
man is a ſlanderer; hic niger et, hunc tu, Romane, ca- 
veto. Even the leaſt miſrepreſentation, or aggravation of 
facts, deſerves the ſame cenſure in ſome degree: but in 
this caſe I am quite deceived, if my error hath not been on 
the ſide of extenuation. BEA SE 1 
I have now preſent before me the idea of ſome perfons 
(I know not in what part of the world) who ſpend every 
moment of their lives, and every turn of their thoughts 
while they are awake, (and probably of their dreams while 
they ſleep), in the moſt deteſtable actions and defigns ; who 
delight in m#/chief, ſcandal, and oblaguy, with the hatred 
and contempt of all mankind againſt them; but chiefly 
of thoſe among their own party, and their own family; 
ſuch, whoſe odious qualities rival each other for perfection; 
avarice, brutality, faction, pride, malice, treachery, 
noiſe, impudence, dulneſs, ignorance, vanity, and re- 
venge, contending every moment for ſuperiority in their 
| breaſts. Such creatures are not to be reformed ; neither 
is it prudent or ſafe to attempt a reformation, Yet, al- 
though their memories will rot, there may be ſome benefit 
for their ſurvivors, to ſmell it while it is rotting. 


'Tam, SIR, —. „ 

8 | your bumble ſervant, 
Dablin, March 25. e 15 
1728. 1 | A. B. 


* Anytus one of the wretches who accuſed Socrates of con- 
temning the gods, and endeayouring to ſubvert the religion of his 
country. Hawkeſ. | | 
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A ViNnDICATI1oN of his Excellency Joux 
Lord CARTERET, from the charge of favour- 
ing none but Tories, Highchurchmen, and 


Jacobi ler *. 


+ »» 


Written in the year 1730. 


N order to treat this important ſubjet with the greateſt 

fairneſs and impartiality, perhaps it may be convenient 
to give ſome account of his Exce/lency ; in whoſe life and 
character there are certain particulars, which might give a 
very juſt ſuſpicion of ſome truth in the accuſation he lies 
under. | 

He is deſcended from two noble, ancient, and moſt loy- 
al families, the Carterets, and the Granvilles : too much 
. diſtinguiſhed, I confeſs, for what they acted, and what 
they ſuffered in defendiog the former conſtitution i in church 
and ſtate under King Charles the Martyr ; I mean that ve- 
ry prince, on account of whoſe martyrdom. a form of 
prayer, with faſting, was injoined by act of parliament, 
to be uſed on the 30th day of January every year, to im- 
More the mercies 50 Cod, that the * ef that ſacred and 


. 


* The How of this ride ſeems to be to n 1 
and laugh political bigotry out of countenance. Hawkeſ.. | 
In this piece the failings of the Noble Lord, ariſing from the pre- 
judices of great talents and a learned education, are finely diſplay- 
ed with infinite wit and humour. However, indeed, there is 
- couched here abundance of ſatire. Piſſor ides, that poor, angry, 
buſtling mortal, he treats with all imaginable contempt : but in his 

ſatire againſt Traulus he ſpares not to drew blood at every ſtroke; 
the former part of which is bitterly ſarcaſtic, and the latter as 
bitterly ironical. His account of Age ſilaus being caught by the 
- parſon cf the fariſb riding on a hobby-horſe with his children, and 
ſome otker touches of the like fort, are truly-diverting. D. Swift. 
innocent 
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ennccent blood might not be viſited on us or our poſterity ; 
as we may read at large in our common prayer boats: which 
day hath been ſolemnly kept, even within the memory oz 


many men now alive, 


His Excellency the preſent Lord was educated in the u- 
niverſity of Oxford; from whence, with a ſingularity 
ſcarce to be juſtified, be carried away more Greek, Latin, 
and philoſophy, than properly. became a perſon of his rank ; 
indeed much more of each than moſt of thoſe who are for- 
ced to live by their learning will be at the unneceſſary pains 
to load their heads with. 

This was the rock he ſplit on upon his firſt appearance 
in the world, and having juſt got clear of his guardians, 
For as ſoon as he came to town, ſome biſhops and clergy- 
men, and other perſons moſt eminent for learning and parts, 
got him among them; from whom although he were for- 
tunately dragged by a lady and the court, yet he could 
never wipe off the ſtain, nor waſh out the tincture of his 


_ univerſity acquirements and diſpoſitions. - 


To this another misfortune was added, that it pleaſed 
God to endow him with great natural talents, memory, 
judgment, comprehenſion, eloquence, and wi: and, to 


finiſh the work, all theſe were fortified even in his youth 


with the advantages received by ſuch employments as are 
beſt fitted both to exerciſe and poliſh the gifts of nature 
and education, having been ambaſſador in ſeveral courts, 
when his age would hardly allow him to take a degree ; 
and made principal ſecretary of ſtate at a period, when, 
according to cuſtom, he ought to have been buſied in lo- 
ſing his money at a chocolate-houſe; or in other amuſe- 
ments equally laudable and epidemic among perfons of ho- 
nour. 

cannot omit another weak fide in his Excellency. For 
it is known, and can be proved upon him, that Greek and 
Latin books might be found every day in his dreſſing - room, 
if it were carefully ſearched; and there is reaſon to ſu- 
ſpect, that ſome of the ſaid books have been privately con- 
veyed to him by Tory hands. I am likewiſe aſſured, that 
he hath been taken in the very fact of reading the ſaid 
books, even in the midſt of a feſhon, to the great negle.X 
of public aſfairs. 


Vor. III. Q_ | [ 
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own, there may be ſome grounds for this charge ; be- 
cauſe I have it from good hands, that when his Excellen- 
cy is at dinner with one or two ſcholars at his elbows, he 
grows a molt unſupportable and unintelligible companion 
to all the fine gentlemen round the table. 

I cannot deny, that his Excellency lies under another 
very great diſadvantage. For with all the accompliſhments 
above mentioned, adding that of a moſt comely and grace- 
ful perſon, and during the prime of youth, ſpirits, and vi- 
gour, he hath in a moſt unexemplary manner led a regu- 
tar domeſtic life ; diſcovers a great eſteem, and friendſhip, 
and love for his Jady, as well as trne aſſection for his chil- 
dren; and when he is diſpoſed to admit an entertaining e- 
.vening companion, he doth not always enough reflect, 
whether the perſon may poffibly in former days have lain 
under the imputation of a Tory; nor at ſuch times do the 
natural or fected fears of Popery and the pretender make 
any part of the converſation : I preſume, becauſe neither 
Homer, Plato, Ariſtotle, or Cicero, have made any men- 
tion of them. 
| Theſe freely acknowledge to be his ExceHency's fail- 

| 1088 3 yet I think it is agreed by philoſophers and divines, 
that ſome allowance ought to be given to human inſirmity, 
and to the prejudices of a wrong education. 

I am well aware, how much my ſentiments differ from 
the 9rthodox opinions of one or two principal patriots, at 
the head of whom I name with honour Piſtorides. For 
theſe have decided the matter directly againſt me by decla- 
ring, that no perſon, who was ever: known to lie under the 
ſuſpicion of one ſingle Tory principle, or who had been 
once ſeen at a great man 's levee in the wor of times *, 
ſhould be allowed to come within the verge of the caſtle; 
much leſs to bow in the anti-chamber, appear at the af 
| ſemblics, or dance at a birth-night. However, I dare aſ- 
ſert, that this maxim hath been often controlled ; and thar, 
on the contrary, a conſiderable number of early penitents 
have been received into grace, who are now an ornament, 


haphineſs, and ſupport to the nation. 


ne turee laſt years of Queen Anne, when Lord Oxford 
Was miniſter, were ſo called by the Whigs. Hawhkeſ, : | 
Neither 


— 
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Neither do I find any murmuring on ſome other points 
of greater importance, where this favourite maxim is net 
ſo ſtrictly obſerved. | ER 
To inſtance only in one: I have not heard, that any 
care hath hitherto been taken to diſcover whether Madam 
* Violante be a Whig or Tory in her principles; or even 
that ſhe hath ever been offered the oaths to the gavernment : 
on the contrary, I am told, that ſhe openly profeſſeth her- 
{elf to be a · High. ier: and it is not improbable by her out- 
landiſh name, ſhe may alfo be a Papiſt in her heart; yet 
we ſee this illuſtrious and dangerous female openly eareſſed 
by principal perſons of both parties; who contribute to 
ſupport her in a ſplendid manner, without the leaſt appre 
henſions from a grand jury, or even from Squire Hartley 
Hutcheſon himſelf, that zealous proſecutor of hawkers and 


libels. And, as Hobbes wiſely obſerves, 2 much money 


being equivalent to ſo much power, it may deſerve conſider - 
ing, with what ſafety ſuch an inſtrument of power ought 
to be truſted in the hands of an alien, who hath not gi- 
ven any legal ſecurity for her good affection to the govern - 
ment. £ 4 N f 

I confeſs, there is one evil which I could wiſh our friends 


would think proper to redreſs. There are many Wigs in 
this kingdom of the old faſhjoned ſtamp, of whom we 


might make very good uſe ; they bear the ſame loyalty with. 
us to the Hanoverian family in the perſon of K. George II. 
the ſame abhorrence of the pretender, with the conſe- . 


" quences of Popery and ſavery, and the ſame indulgence. 


to tender conſciences : but having nothing to aſk for them- 
ſelves, and therefore the more leiſure to think for the pu- 
blic, they are often apt to entertain fears and melancholy 
proſpects concerning the ſtate of their country, the decay 
of trade, the want of money, the. miſerable condition of 
the people, with other topics of the like nature; all. whicli 
do equally concern both hig and Tory; who, if they have 
any thing to loſe, muſt be equally ſufferers. Perhaps, one 
or two of theſe melancholy gentlemen will ſometimes ven- 
ture to publiſh their thoughts in print: now, I can by no 
means approve our uſual cuſtom of curſing and railing at 


* A famous Italian rope dancer. Hauke. „ 
| e this 
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this ſpecies of thinkers, under the names of Tories, Jaco- 
bites, "Papiſtr, libellers, rebels, and the like. | 

This was the utter ruin of that poor, angry, buſtling, 
well-meaning mortal Piſtorides; who lies equally under 
the contempt of both parties; with no other difference, 
than a mixture of pity on one fide, and of N ſon on the 
other. 

How hath he been pelted, peſtered, and — * one 
ſingle ag. who promifeth never to forſake him, living or 
dead? 

I was much pleaſed with the Humour of a fargeon | in 
this town ; who having, in his own apprehenſion, received 


ſome great "injuſtice from the Earl of Galway, and deſpair- 


ing of revenge as well as relief, declared to all his Friends, 
that he had fet apart one hundred guineas to purchaſe the 
Earl's carcaſe from the ſexton, whenever it ſhould die, to 
make a ſkeleton” of the bones, ſtuff the hide, and ſhew 
them for three pence ; and thus get vengeance for the in- 
juries he had ſuffered by its owner. 

Of the like ſpirit too often is that implacable race of 
wits ; againſt whom there is no defence but innocence and 
philoſophy : neither of which is likely to be at hand; and 
therefore the wounded have no where to fly for a cure but 
to downright ſtupidity, a crazed head, or a PINE cx con- 
tempt of guilt and ſhame. 

am therefore ſorry for that other n ereature 
Traulus; who, although of ſomewhat a different ſpecies, 
yet ſeerns very far to outdo even the genius of Piſtorides 
in that miſcarrying talent of railing without conſiſtency or 
diſcretion againſt the moft innocent perſons according to 
the preſent ſituation of his gall and ſpleen. I do not 
blame an hore/? gentleman for the bittereſt invectives a- 
gainſt one to whom he profeſſeth the greateſt friendſhip ; 
provided be acts in the dark, fo as not to be diſcovered : 
but in the midſt of careſſes, viſits, and invitations, to 
run into the ſtreets, or to as public a place, and without 
the leaſt pretended incitement ſputter out the baſeſt and 
falſeſt accuſations; then to wipe his mouth, come up ſmi- 
lng to his friend, ſhake him by the hand, and tell him 
in a whiſper, it was all for his ſervice : this proceed- 
ing, I am bold to think a great failure in prudence : and 

mY | h 
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I. am afraid leſt ſuch a practitioner, with a body ſo oper, 
ſo foul, and ſo full of fores, may fall under the reſent- 
ment of an incenſed political ſurgeon, who is not in much 
renown for his mercy upon great provocation: who, with- 
out waiting for his death, will ay and diſſect him alive; 
and to the view of mankind lay open all the diſordered + - 
cells of his brain, the venom of his tongue, the corrup - 
ton of his heart, and ſpots and flatuſes of his ſpleen: and 
all this for three peuce. 7). 

In ſuch a caſe, what a ſtene would be laid open! and, 
to drop my metapher, what a character of our miſtaking 
friend might an angry enemy draw and expoſe! particula- 
rizing that unnatural conjunction of vices and follies ſo in - 
conſiſtent with each other in the ſame breaſt : furious and 
_ fawning, ſcurrilous and flattering, cowardly and-provoking, . 
inſolent and abject; moſt profligately falſe, with the ſtrong- 
eſt profeſſions of ſincerity; poſitive and variable, tyranni - 
1 apprehend, that if all this ſhould be ſet out to the 
world by an angry Whig of the old ſtamp, the unavoid - 
able conſequence muſt be a confinement of our fiend for 
ſome months ore to his garret; and thereby depriving 
the public for ſo long time, and in fo important a jundture - 
of his uſeful talents in their ſcrvice, while he is fed like a 
wild beaſt through a hole; but, I hope, with a ſpecial re- 
gard to the quantity and quality of his nouriſnment. 

In vain would his excuſers endeavour: to palliate his e- 
normities by imputing them to madneſs; becauſe it is well 
known, that madneſs only operates by inflaming and en- 
larging the good or evil diſpoſitions of the mind. For the 


* 
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n curators of Bedlam aſſure us, that fome lunatics are per- 
8 ſons of Honour, truth, benevolence, and many other vir- 
tues, which appear in their higheſt ravings, although aſter . 
5 a wild incoherent. manner; while others, on the cantrary, - 


diſcover in every word and action the utmoſt haſeneſi and 
depravity of human minds; which infallibly they poſſeſſed 
in the ſame degree, although perhaps under a better regu - 
lation, before their entrance into that academy. ; 

But it may be objected, that there is an argument of 
much force to excuſe the overflowings of that zeal which 
our friend ſhews or means for. our cauſe, And it mult 
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be confeſſed, that the eaß and ſmooth fluency of bis els · 
cution, beſtowed on him by nature, and cultivated by 
continual practice, added to the comelineſs of his perſon, 


the harmony , his voice, the gracefulneſs of his manner, 


and the decency of his dreſs, are temptations too ſtrong for 
ſuch a genius to reſiſt upon any public occaſion of making 
them appear with univerſal applauſe. And if good men 
are ſometimes accuſed of loving their 7e better than their 
friend; ſurely to gain the reputation of the firft orator in 
the kingdom, no man of ſpirit would ſcruple to loſe all the 


E he had in the world. 


It is uſual for maſters to make their boys declaim on 
both ſides of an argument; and as ſome kinds of aſſemblies 
are called the ſchoalt of politics, I confeſs nothing can bet- 


ter improve political ſchoolboys, than the art of making 


plauſible or implauſible harangues againſt the very —— 
for which they reſolve to determine. 


So Cardinal Perron, after having ſpoke for an hour to 


e admiration of all his hearers to prove the exiſtence 


of God, told ſome of his intimates, that he could have | 
ſpoken another hour, and much better, to prove the con- 
trary. e 

I have 8 this reaſoning 3 in the ſtrongeſt light FRY I 
think it ny bear; and have nothing to anſwer, but that, 
allo wing it as much weight as the reader ſhall pleaſe, it 
hath conſtantly met with ill ſucceſs in the mouth of our 


| Friend; but whether for want of good luck, or good ma- 


nagement, I fuſpend my judgment. | 

To return from hs ow digreſſion: If perſons in bigh 
Nations have been allowed to chuſe wenches without re- 
gard even to difference in religion, yet never incurred the 
Jeaft reflection on their loyalty, or their Proteſtantiſm ; 
ſhall the chief governor of a great kingdom be cenſured for 
chuſing a companion, who may formerly have been ſuſpecl- 
ed for differing from the oribodax in ſome ſpeculative opi- 
nions of perſons and things, which cannot affect the fun- 
damental principles of a found Whig ? 

But let me ſuppoſe a very poſſible caſe. Here is a per- 
fon ſent to govern Ireland, whoſe unfortunate weak ſide it 
happens to be, for ſeveral reaſons above mentioned, that 


de hath encouraged the attendance of one or tee gentle- 
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men diſtinguiſhed for their taſte, their wit, and their learn- 
ing; who have taken the oaths to his Majeſty, and pray 
heartily for him: yet becauſe they may perhaps be ſtigma- 
tized as guondam Tories by Piſtorides and his gang, his 
Excellency muſt be forced to baniſh them under the pain 
and peril of diſpleaſing the zealots of his own party ; and 
thereby be put into a worſe condition than every common 
good fellow, who may be a ſincere Protęſtant and a loyal 
ſubject, and yet rather chuſe to drink fine ale at the Pope's 
head, than muddy at the King's. ö 
Let me then return · to my ſuppoſitions. It is certain, 
the high-flown loyaliſts in the preſent ſenſe of the word 
have their thoughts, and ſtudies, and tongues, ſo entirely 
diverted by political ſchemes, that the zeal of their prin- 
ciples hath eaten up their under/tandings ; neither have 
they time, from their employments, their hopes, and their 
hourly labours, for acquiring new additions of merit to a- 
muſe themſelves with philological converſe or ſpeculations, 
which are utterly ruinous to all ſchemes of riſing in the 


world. What then muſt a great man do, whole ill ſtars 


have fatally perverted him to a love, and taſte, and poſſeſ- 
ſion of literature, politeneſs, and good ſenſe ? our thorough- 
ſped republic of Whigs, which contains the bulk of all Ho- 
pers, pretenders, expedters, and profeſſors, are beyond all 
doubt moſt highly uſeful to princes, to governors, to great 


miniſters, and to their country ; but at the ſame time; and 


by neceſſary conſequence, the moſt diſagreeable compa- 
nions to all, who have that unfortunate turn of mind pe- 
culiar to his Excellency, and perhaps to five or fix more in 
a nation. 3 N 

I do not deny it poſſible, that an original or proſelyte 
favourite of the times might have been born to thoſe uſe- 
Teſs talents, which in former ages qualified a man to be a 
poet or a philoſopher. All I contend for, is, that where 
the true genius of party once enters, it ſweeps the houſe 
clean, and leaves room for many other ſpirits to take joint 
poſſeſhon, until the /aft ate of that max is exceedingly 
better than the firſt. ES Mer. 


; 1 allow it a great error in his Excellency, that he ad- 


7 © heres ſo obſtinately to his old un/afhionable academic e- 


ducation ; yet ſo peryerſe is human nature, that the uſual 
15 : | remedies 
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remedies for this evil in others have produced a contrary 
effect in him; to a degree, that I am credibly informed, 
he will, as I have already hinted, in the middle of a ſeſ- 
fion quote paſſages out of Plato and Pindar at his own table- 
to ſome $ook-/earned companion without bluſhing, even 
when perſons of great tations are by. 

I will venture one ſtep further; which is, freely to con - 


feſs, that this miſtaken method of educating youth in the 


knowledge. of ancient learning and language is too apt to 

ſpoil their politics and principles ; becauſe the doctrine and. 
examples of the books they read, teach them leſſons di- 
rectly contrary in every point to the preſent practice of the 
world: and accordingly Hobbes moſt judiciouſly obſerves, 
that the. writings of the Greeks and Romans made young 
men imbibe opinions agaioſt abſolute power in a prince, or 


even in a firſt 22inifter ;- and to embrace notions of iberty. 


and property. | - | 
ltc hath been therefore a great felicity in theſe. kingdoms, . 
that the heirs to titles and large eftates have a-weakneſs 
in their eyes, a tenderneſs in their conſtitutions ; are not 
able to bear the pain and indignity of whipping ; and, as 
the mother rightly expreſſes it, could never take to their 
books, yet are well enough qualified to ſign a receipt for 
half a year's rent, to put their names (rightly; ſpelt) to a 
warrant, and to read pamphlets againſt religion and high 
Hing; whereby they fill their niches, and carry themſelves 
through the world with that dignity which beſt becomes . 
ſenator and a *ſquire, | po 


I. could heartily, with-his Excellency would be more eon- 


_ deſcending to the genius of the kingdom he governs; to 
the condition of the times, and. to the nature of the ſta- 
tion he fills, Let if it be true, what I have read in old 
Engliſn ſtory-books, that one Ageſilaus (no matter to the FW 
bulk of my readers whether I ſpell the name right or 

wrong) was caught by the parſon of the pariſh riding on 
a -hobby-horſe with his children; that Socrates a Heathen : #2 


philoſopher was found dancing by himſelf. at fourſcore ; 
that a King called Cz/ar Auguſius (or ſome. ſuch name) 
uſed to play with boys, whereof ſome might poſſibly be 
fons of Tories; and that two great men called Scipio and 
Llius, (I forget their Chriſtian names, and whether 
| EE they 
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they were poets or generals), often played at duct and 


drake with ſmooth ftones on a river. Now, I ſay, if 
theſe facts be true, (and the book where I found them is 
in print), I cannot imagine, why our moſt zealous patriots 
may not a little indulge his Excellency in an infirmity 
which is not morally evil; provided he gives no public 
ſcandal ; which is by all means to be avoided: I ſay, why 
he may not be indulged twice a week to converſe with 
one or two particular perſons; and let him and them 
conn over their old exploded readings together, after 
mornings ſpent in hearing and perſcribing aways and means 
from and to his 9:0? obedient politicians for the welfare 
of the kingdom; although the faid particular perſon, or 
perſons, may not have made ſo public a declaration of 


their political faith all its parts, as the buſineſs of the 


nation requires: ſtill ſubmitting my opinion to that p- 
fy majority, which I am confident is alauays in the right ; 
by whom the liberty of the ſubje& hath been ſo frequent- 
ly, ſo ſtrenuouſly, and ſo ſucceſsfully aſſerted; who by 
their wife counſels have made commereę to flouriſh, money 
to abound, inhabitants to increaſe, the value of lands and 
rents to riſe; and the whole iſland put on a new face of 
plenty and proſperiix. K ac e ., 
But, in order to clear his Excelency more fully from 
this accuſation of ſhewing his favours to high-fliers, Tories, 
and Facobites, it will be neceſſary to come to particulars. 
The firſt perſon of a Tory denomination, to whom his 


oy 
* 


Excellency gave any marks of his favour, was Doctor 


Thomas Sheridan, It is to be obſerved, that this hap- 
pened fo early in his Excellency's government, as it may 
be juſtly ſuppoſed he had not been informed of that gen- 


tleman's character upon ſo dangerous an article, The 


Doctor being well known, and diſtinguiſhed for his {kill 
and ſucceſs in the education of youth beyond moſt of his 
profeſhon for many years paſt, was recommended to his 
Excellency on the ſcore of his learning, and particularly 
for his knowledge in the Greek tongue ; whereof, it ſeems, 
bis Excellency is a great admirer, although for what rea- 
ſons I could never imagine. However, it is agreed on 
all hands, that his Lordſhip was too eaſily'prevailed on by 


own 
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own nature, to hear a tragedy ated in that unknowns lan- 
guage by the Doctor's lads, which was written by ſome 
Heathen anthor; but whether it contained any Tory or 
high-church principles, muſt be left to the conſciences of 
the boys, the Doctor, and his Excellency ; the only wit- 
neſſes in this caſe, whoſe teſtimonies can be depended. 
upon. 

It ſeems, his e (a thing never to be ſufficien- MM 
ly wondered at) was-ſo pleaſed with his entertainment, MW 
that ſome time. after he gave the Doctor a church · living. 
to the value of almoſt ene hundred pounds a-year, and 
made him one of his chaplaios ; from an antiquated no- 
tion, that good ſchoolmaſters ought to be encouraged in 
every nation profeſſing. civility and religion. Yet his Ex- |} 
cellency did not venture to make this bold ſtep without. 
ſtrong recommendations from perſons of undonbted prin- 
rie Fitted to the times; who thought themſelves bound 

„ honour, and gratitude, to do the Doctor a good 
p in return for che care he had taken of their chi 
dren, or of thoſe of their friends. Vet the cataſtrophe. 
. was terrible: for the Doctor,, in the height of his felicity 
and gratitude, going down to take poſſeſſion of his pariſh,. 
and furniſhed with a few led ſermons, whereof as it is to 
de ſuppoſed the number was very ſmall, having never 
"ond ph a cure in the church; he ſtopt-at Cork to attend on 
his biſnop ; and going to church on the Sunday following, 
was, according to- the. uſual civility of. country-clergymen, 
invited by the miniſter of the pariſh to ſupply the pulpit... 
It happened to be the firſt. of Auguſt; and the firſt of 
Auguſt happened: that year to ght upon a Sunday: and 
it Pappened that the Doctor's text was in theſe words: 
Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof * : and laſtly, it 
happened that ſome one perſon of the congregation, whoſe 
| loyalty made him watchful upon every appearance of dan- 
| ger to his Majeſty's perſon and government, when ſervice. 
1 was over, gave the alarm. Notice was immediately ſent up 
Þ to town; and by the zeal of one man of no large dimen- 
Jon of boch or nn a clamour was raiſed, that we 


.* The firſt of Auguſt;! is the TREE IA of the Hanoverian fa 
mis acceſſion to the exown of Great Britain. Habe. 
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in Dublin could apprehend no leſs than an invaſion by the 
pretender, who muſt be landed in the /ou7h. The reſult 
was, that the Doctor mult be ſtruck out of the chaplain's 
liſt, and appear no more at the caſtle; yet whether he 
were then, or be at this day, a Mhig or a Tory, I think is 
a ſecret ; only it is manifeſt, that he is a zealous Hanove- 
nas, at leaſt in poetry, and a great admirer of the preſent 
royal family through all irs branches. His friends likewiſe 
= Aafſert, that he had preached this ſermon often under the 
ſame text; that not having obſerved the words, till he 
was in the pulpit, and had opened his notes, as he is a per- 
ſon a little abſtracted, he wanted preſence of mind to 
change them : and that in the whole ſermon there was not 
a ſyllable relating to eur or party, or to 92 ſub · 
ject of the day. _ 
in this incident there ſeems to have been an union of 
events, that will probably never happen again to the end 
of the world; or is, at leaſt, like the grand conjunction in 
the heavens ; which, I think, OY canarrive but once 
in twenty thouſand 1 years. | 

The ſecond gentleman (if 1 am right in my "winds: 
gy) who under -the ſuſpicion of a Tory received ſome fa- 
| vour from his Excellency, is Mr James Stopford ; very 
ſtrongly recommended by the moſt eminent Whig in Eng- 
'Z land on the account of his learning, and virtue, and o- 
WM ther accompliſhments. He had paſſed the greateſt part 
ol his youth in cloſe ſtudy, or in travelling; and was ei- 
ther not at home, or not at leiſure to trouble his thoughts 
about party; which I allow to be a great omiſſion, al- 
2X though I cannot honeſtly place him in the liſt of Tories; 
and therefore think his Excellency may be fairly acquitted 
28 for making him vicar of Finglas, worth about one hun- 
LAred pounds a- year. 

N The third is Doctor Patrick Delany. This divine hes 
under ſome diſadvantage ; having in this youth received 
many civilities from a certain perſon *, then in a very 
high ſtation here; for which reaſon, I doubt the Doctor 

never drank his confuſion ſince, and what makes the mat- | 
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ter deſperate, it is now too late; unleſs our izqui/tor; 
Will be content with drinking confiſion to his memory. 
The aforeſaid eminent perſon, who was a judge of all me- 
rit, except that of party, diſtinguiſtec che Doctor among 
other juniors in our univerſity for his learning, virtue, diſ- | 
cretion, and good ſenſe. But the Doctor was then in too 
good a ſituation at his college to hope or endeavour at a 
better eſtabliſhment from one who had no power to give 
it him. 7 f | . 
_ Upon the preſent Lord Lieutenant's coming over, the 
Doctor was named to his Excellency by a friend + among 
other clergy of diſtinction, as perſons whoſe characters it 
was proper his Excellency ſhould know; and by the truth 
of which the giver would be content to ſtand or fall in 
his Excellency's opinion; fince not one of thoſe perſons 
were in particular friendſhip with the gentleman who gave 
in their names, By this and ſome other incidents, parti- 
cularly the recommendation of the late Archbiſhop, of 
Dublin, the Doctor became known to his Excellency, 
whoſe fatal turn of mind towards heateni/h and outlandiſh 
books and langnages, finding, as I conceive, a like diſpoſi- 
tion in the Doctor, was the cauſe of his becoming ſo do- 
meſtic, as we are told he is, at the caſtle of Dublin. 
Three or four years ago the Doctor grown weary of an 
academic life, for ſome reaſons beſt known to the mana- 
gers of the diſcipline in that learned ſociety, (which it 
may not be for their honour to mention), reſolved to leave 
It; although, by the benefit of the pupils, and his ſenior 


Fellowſhip, with all its perquiſites, he received every year 


between nine hundred and a thouſand pounds. And a 
ſmall northern living, in the univerſity's donation, of ſome- 
what better than one hundred pounds a year falling at the 
ſame time wih the chancellorſhip of Chriſt- church, ta a- 
bout equal the value, in the gift of his Excellency; the 
Doctor ventured into the world in a very ſcanty condition; 
having ſquandered away all his annual income in a man- 
ner, which, although perhaps proper enough for a clergy- 
man without a family, will not be for the advantage of his 
character to diſcover either on the exchange, or at a bank- 


er s ſhop, 


* The author. * 
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About two months ago, his Excellency gave the Doc- 
tor a prebend in St Patrick's cathedral ; which being of 


near the ſame value with either of the two former, will 


= the great incumbrances upon it: ſo that he may now be 
= faid to poſſeſs of church- preferments in ſcattered tithes 
three. hundred pounds a - year; inſtead of the like ſum of 
infallible rents from a ſenior fellowſhip, with the offices 
annexed; beſide the advantage of a free lodging a great 
number of pupils, and ſome other eaſements. . 
But ſince the Doctor hath not in any of his writings, his 
fermons, his actions, his diſcourſe, or his company, diſ- 
covered one ſingle principle of either Mhig or Tory; and 
that the Lord Lieutenant ſtill continues to admit him; 
I ſhall boldly pronounce him ONE OF US: but, like a 
new /7ee maſon, who hath not yet learned all the diale& 
of the myſtery, Neither can he juſtly be accuſed of any 
Tory doctrines; except perhaps ſome among thoſe few 
with which that awicked party was charged during the 
height of their power, but have been fince transferred, 
3 molt ſolid reaſons,” to the whole body of our firmeſt 
ends. N EC; INT 1 
I bave now done with the clergy : and upon the ſtricteſt 
examination have not been able to ſind above one of that 
order, againſt whom any party - ſuſpicion can ie; 4 mean 
28 the unfortunate gentleman Doctor Sheridan, who by mere 
chance-medley ſhot his own fortune dead with a ſingle 
= As to the laity, I can hear of but one perſon of the 
Tory ſtamp, who ſince the beginning of his Excellency's - 
= government did ever receive any ſolid mark of his favour : 
i mean Sir Arthur Acheſon, reported to be an acknow- 
ledged Tory; and, what is almoſt as bad, a fchalar into 
the bargain. It is whiſpered about, as a certain truth, 
hat this gentleman is to have a grant of a certain barrack 
upon his eſtate within two miles of his own houſe ; for 
= which the crown is to be his tenant, at the rent of ſixty 
= pounds per annum; he being only at the expenſe of a- 


o 
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* See a poem vpon this incident, icütled, The grand gurſiion 
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For repairs, Gc. 50041, the intereſt hens.” 
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Rent paid to Sir Arthur . — — 
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Hout foe hundred pounds to put the houſe in repair, build 


ſtables, and other neceſſaries. I will place this i7vidious 


mark of beneficence conferred on a Tory in a fair light, 


by computing the coſts and neceſſary defalcations : after 


which it may be ſeen how mach Sir Arthur will be an- ; 


nually a clear gainer by the public ; notwithſtanding his 


. unfortunate principles, and his g in Greek and 


Latin. 


Per ann. 3 

For all manner of poultry to farniſh the troop- e 
ers, but which the ſaid troopers muſt 0 5 0 0 
at the labour of catching, er oy ann, 


For ſtraggling ſheep - + $ 0 2 
For game deſtroyed five miles round 5 6.0 © 


60 0 © 
Deduct <= > FF 
Remains clear „ — +11 oo 
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Thus, if Sir Arthur Acheſon ſhall have the good fortune 


to obtain a grant of this barrack, he will receive net profit q | 
 -annually from the crowa ELEVEN pounds e Hl I 


help him in entertaining the * and making proviſions 
for his younger children. | 


It is true, there is another 1 to be expected, 


which may fully compenſate the loſs of cattle and poultry; j 


by multiplying the breed of mankind, and particularly that 


of good Proteſtants, in a part of the kingdom half depoe- 
pulated by the wild humour among the farmers there of 
leaving their country. But I am not fo alfa! in arithmetic, : 


as to compute the value. 

I have reckoned one per cent. below the legal intereſt 
for the money that Sir Arthur muſt expend ; and valued 
the damage in the other articles very moderately. .How- 
ever, Iam confident he may with good management be a 


Saver atleaſt; which is a prodiginu inſlance Wi moderation 
ia 
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n our friends towards a profeſſed Tory; whatever merit 
he may pretend by the unwillingneſs he hath ſhewn to make 
bis Excellency uneaſy in his adminiſtration. 
Thus I have, with the utmoſt impartiality, collected 
every ſingle favour (further than perſona} civilities) con- 
| ferred by bis Excellency on Tories, and reputed Tories, 
| fince his firſt arrival hither to this 30th day of April, in 
| the year of our Lord 1730, giving all allowance poſſible 
to the arguments on the other {ide of the queſtion : and the 
account will ſtand thus. i 
Diſpoſed of preferments and employments to Tories, 
or reputed Tories, by his Excellency John Lord Carteret, 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, in about the ſpace of fix. 
years: | L 4 


= To Doctor Thomas Sheridan, in a rector 


near Kinſale, per annum = FA he 
To Sir Arthur Acheſon, Baronet, a barrack, 5 11 0 0 

Fer ann. FVV „ 
111 © 0 


— —— — — 


Give me leave now to compute in groſs the value of the 
farours done by his Excellency to the true friends of their 
king and country, and of the Proteflant religion. 
2 It is to be remembered, that although his Excellency can- 
not be properly {aid to beſtow biſhoprics, commands in the 
army, the place of a judge, or commiſfioner in the revenue, 


- 


and ſome others; yet they are for the molt part diſpoſed 
upon his recommendation, except where the perſons are 
immediately ſent from England by their intereſt at court; 
for which I have allowed great defalcations in the follow- 
ing accounts, And it is remarkable, that the 97ly conſider- 
W able ſtation conferred. on a Tory fince his preſent Excel- 
| lency's government was of this /atter kind. of 
And indeed it is but too notorious, that in a neighbour-- 
ing nation (where this dangerous denomination of men is 
ncomparably more numerous, more powerful, and of con- 
TS ſequence more formidable) real Tories can often with much 
Jl leſs difficulty obtain very high favours from the govern- | 
= | - men. 


muent, than their reputed brethren can arrive to the loweſt 
ww in ours. I obſerve this with all poſſible ſubmiſſion to the 
1 wiſdom. of their poliey; which however will not, I * 
diſpute the Anh of vigilance with « ours. 
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: W HIC account. 
I | To perſons promoted to biſhoprics, or 


removed to more beneficial ones, com- 
[| puted per ann. - 1 
[i ' To civil employments - = = 9030-0 © 
3; ö 1 
| To. military commands. - „ 8436 80 
Ft 2 37 ; 7 "cad — — — 
| 1 "ES | ? | 7 EE 27,516 © o 
| 3 


ITI OR account. 
8 To Tories „ — — — 111 0 » 


Balance 121 55 — — 27,405 0 o 
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1 1 | hall pads with this 1 that, as I think, 
1 te Tories have ſufficient reaſon to be fully ſatisfied with 
15 the ſhare of truſt, power, and employments, which they 
1 poſſeſs under the ſenity of the preſent government ; ſo 1 
It do not find how his Excellency can be juſtly cenſured for 
Rvouring none but high-chut rch, high-fliers, termagants, 
Laudifts, Sacheverellians, tip- top-gallon- men, Jacobitet, 
tantioies, Anti-haneverians, friends to Popery and the | 
Pretender and to arbitrary power, diſobligers of England, i 
breakers of DEPE NDENCY, inflamers of quarrel; 
between the tws nations, public incendiaries, enemies to 
the Ning and kingdoms, haters TRUE Proteſtants, 
laurel-men, Anniſtt, complainers of the nation's poverty, 
Drmondians, iconeclaſts, anti-ghorious-memoriſis, anti- 
reuelutioners, white=roſalifls, tenth-a-funians, and the 
like, when, by a fair ſtate of the account, the balance, | | 
© conceive, ſeems to lie on the other ſide. A 
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ConsrDuxAT 10,8. upon two Brits ſent 
down from the Rt Hon. the houſe of Lon o 
to the Hon. the houſe of Commons in IR E- 
LAND, relating to the CLEXG *“. 


F Hare often for above a month WP Aefired ſome 55 
clergymen, Who are pleaſed to viſit me, that they- 
would procure an extract of two 31L Ls brought into the 
eouncil by. ſome of the biſhops, and both of them ſince- | 

paſſed in the houſe f Lordi: but I could never obtain 
what 1 deſired, whether by the forgetfulneſs or negligence: _ 
of thoſe whom I employed, or the difficulty of the thing 

itſelf. Therefore, if 1 ſhall happen to miſtake. in any 
fact of conſequence, I deſire my remarks upon it may 
paſs for nothing; for my information is no better, than 
what I received in words from ſevera divines, who ſeem-- 
edto agree with each other. Lhave not the honour to be 


| acquainted: with. any one ſingle pre/ate of the kingdom; 


and am a ſtranger to their characters, further than as 


common fame reports them, which is not to be depended: 


on: therefore I: cannot be ſuppoſed to act upon a princi-- 
Ne of of reſentment. I. eltcem their functions Gt. LOWE be 


* In the year 1737, a bill was 8 into the houſe en by 
by a great majority of the Right Reverend the biſhops; for enabling 
them to divide the livings of the inferior clergy; which bill! 
was approved of in the pri vy council of Ireland, and paſſed by- 
the Lords i in parliament; It was afterwards: ſent to the houſe. 
of Commons for their approbation ; but was rejected by them 


| W with a great majority. The author of the: following confiderations, , 


who hath always been the beſt friend to the inferior clergy of the 

church of England, as may be ſeen by manyqarts of his-writings,. 

oppoſed this pernicious-proje&*with great ſucceſs; which; if it 
had paſſed into a law; would have been of the worſt conſeqyence- 
ro dus nation. Pub. edit, 1738. 
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the world. Theſe two diſpoſitions have not, I think, any 


rate a quite contrary way. The maintenance of the clergy 
throughout the kingdom is precarious and uncertain, col- 


miſſion, and the proxy-money. of all his clergy, in what-- 


venient for himſelf, Neither is his perſonal preſence ne- 1 
+ ceſſary, for the buſineſs may be done by a ge Sent; | 


nung parliaments and councils, and beſtowing preferments. 1 | 


_ * "thoſe who were but laſt week their equals, probably their 
companions or their friends, and poſſibly as-reaſonable ex- 
pectauts. There is a known ſtory of Colonel Tidcomb, 
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allowed: to fay ſo without offence) as. truly apeſtolical, 


and abſolutely neceſſary. to the perfection of a Chriſtian 


church. | VVV 

There are no qualities more incident to the frailty and 
corruptions of humankind, than an indifference or inſen- 
ſibility for other mens ſufferings; and a ſudden forgetful- 
neſs of their own former humble ſtate, when they riſe in 


where ſo ſtrangly exerted themſelves, as in the order of 
biſhops: with regard to the inferior clergy; for. which I can. 
find no reaſons, but ſuch as naturally ſhould ſeem to ope- 


lected from a moſt miſerable race of beggarly farmers; ar 
whoſe mercy every iniſter lies to be defranded. His 
office as rector, or vicar, if it be duly executed, is very 
laborious. As ſoon as he is. promoted to a b;/hopric, the 
ſcene is. entirely and happily changed; his revenues are 
large, and as ſurely paid as thoſe of the King; his whole 
buſineſs is once a- year ta. receive the attendance, the ſub- 


ever part of the dioceſe he ſhall pleaſe to think moſt con- 


The farigue of ordination is juſt what the biſhops pleaſe to. 
make it; and as matters have been for ſome time, and may: i 
probably remain, the fewer- ordinations the better. The- 
yelt of their viſible office conſiſts in the honour of attend- Mil 


io their own gift; in which laſt employment, and in their 
ſpirituał and temporal courts, the labour falls to their vi- 
cars general; ſecretaries, proctors, apparitors, ſeneſebal i, 
and the like. Now, I ſay, in fo. quick a change, . where-- 
by their brethren in a few days are become their ſubjects, 
it would be reaſonable at leaſt to hope that. the labour, 
confinement, and. ſubjection, from which they have. ſo 
lately eſcaped, lite a bird out of the ſuare of, the. fowler, 
might a little indline them to remember the condition of 
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i while he continued a ſubakern officer, was every day 


| "complaining againſt the pride, oppreſſion, and hard treaty 
ment of colonels towards their officers ; yet in a very feve 

minutes after he had received his commiſſion for a regt- 
ment, walking with a friend on the Mall, he confeſſed: 


that the ſpirit of colonelſhip was coming faſt upon him, 


Which ſpirit is ſaid to have daily increaſed to the Tn os 
| his death. 


It is true, the. clergy of this kingdom, who are pro- Z 


moted to bi/hoprics, have always ſome great advantages, 
either that of rich deaneries, opulent and multiplied recto- 


ries and dignities, ſtrong alliances by birth or marriage, 


Ws fortified by a ſuperlative degree of zeal and loyalty : but 

| however, they were all at firſt no more than young begin- 
ners; and before their great promotion were known by 
| their plain Chriſtian names among their old companions, 
| the middling rate of clergymen; nor could therefore ba 


ſtrangers to their condition, or with any good grace forget 
it ſo ſoon, as it hath too often happened. : 
I confeſs, I do not remember to bave obſerved any body 


| | of men acting with ſo little concert, as our clergy have 


done in. a point where their opinions appeared to be una- 
nimous: a point wherein their whole temporal ſupport was 


coacerned, as well. as their power of ſerving God and his. 
church in their ſpiritual functions. This bath been impu-- 
= red to their fear. of diſobliging, or hopes of further favouss: - 
upon compliance; becauſe it was obſerved, that ſome who 


appeared at firſt with the greateſt zeal, thought fit ſudden- 


f 3 y to abſent themſelves from the ul meetings: yet we 


know, what. expert ſolicitors the Quakers, the Diſſenters, 


i | and even the Papiſts. have ſometimes found to drive. a point 
of 2dvaatage, or. prevent an impending evil. 


I have not ſeen any extract from the two bills 3 


9 | .ced by. the: biſhops- into the privy council; where the cler- 
= 2y, upon fome failure in favour, or through the timorouſ- 


neſs. of many among their brethren, were refuſed to be 
heard b the council. It ſeems, theſe bills were both re- 


| turned, agreed to by the king, and council in England, and: 
= the keuſe of Lords. hath with. great expedition paſſed thera- 
both; and it is ſaid, they are immediately to be * down. 


to th Commons for their conſent, | 
| Thee: 


— 
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time the biſhop ſhall appoint | 
remainder. Bat if the living be under 50 J. a- year, the 
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The particulats, as they have been l reported 
to me, are as follows. 

By one of the bills, the biſhops bare power to oblige 
the country- clergy to build a manſion · houſe upon haterer 
part of their glebes their Lordſhips ſhall co 
the living be above 50 J. at year, the miniſter is Noos 
build after three years a houſe that ſhall coſt one year _ 


a half's rent of his income. For inſtance, if a cler 
with a wife and ſeven children gets a living of; 5 J. == 


annum, he muſt after three years build a Nouſe that ſhall: 


colt 77 J. 105. and muſt ſupport His family, during the 
bor ch the building of it, with the 


miniſter ſhall be allowed 100 f out of the firſt fruits. 

But there is ſaĩd to be one circumſtance a little extraor- 
dinary ;. that if there be a ſingle ſpot in the glebe more 
barren,. more marſhy, more expoſed: to the winds, more 


diſtant from the ehurch or ſkeleton of a church, or from: 
any. conveniency of building ; ; the rector, or vicar may be 


obliged by the: caprice or pique of the. biſhop, to build, 


under pain of ſequeſtration, (an office which ever falls in- ; 
to the-moſt:knaviſh; hands), upon whatever point his Lords } 


pip ſhall command; . Ythough: 1425 farmers have not . 
one quarter of his daes, . 
1 believe; under the preſent: diftreſſes! of the kingdom, 


| (which inevitably without a miracle muſt increaſe for ever), 


there are not ten country- clergymen in Ireland, reputed: 


to poſſeſs 4 pariſh- of 100 J. per annum, who- for ſome 4 
years paſt have actually received 601. and that with the. ut-. iſ 


molt difficulty and vexation. Iam therefore at aloſg, what 
kind of valtators- the b3/hops will make uſe. of ; and whe- 
ther the ſtarving: vicar ſhall be forced to build his houſe. 
with the money he never received; 

The other bill, which paſſed in two d after the for 
mer, is ſaid to concern the diviſion. of pariſhes into as ma- 


y parcels as the b;/hops ſhall' think fit, only leaving 300 J. 
a: year to the mother church; which 300 J. by another act 


* ſome years ago, they ean divide likewiſe, and crum- 
le as low as their will and pleaſure will diſpoſe them. 80 
that inſtead of fix hundred clergymen, which, I think, is 
the alu] OI we. may. haye in a {mall compaſs of! 


ir 
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years almoſt as many thouſands to live with decency and 
comfort, provide for their children, be charitable to the 
poor, and maintain hoſpitalitx. „ 
But it is very reaſonable to hope, and heartily. to be 
| wiſhed by all thoſe who have the leaſt regard to our ho- 
ly religion as hitherto eſtabliſhed, or to a learned, pious, 


I diligent, converſable clergyman, or even to common hu- 


| manity, that the Honourable houſe of Commons will, in their 
| great wiſdom, juſtice, and tenderneſs to innocent men, con- 

ſider theſe bills in another light, It is ſaid; they well 
know this kingdom not to be ſo overſtocked with neigh - 


—— | [4 bouriog gentry, but a diſcreet learned clergyman, with a 


competency fit for one of his education, may be an enter- 


WE taiving, a uſeful, and ſometimes a neceſſary companion: 


That, although ſuch a clergyman may not be able con- 
ſtantly to find beef and wine for his own family, yet he 
may be allowed ſometimes to afford both to a neighbour 
without diſtreſſing himſelf; and the rather, becauſe he may 


expect at leaſt as good a return. It will probably be con- 


= fidered, that in many deſolate hen; there may not be al- 
= ways a ſufficient number of perſons 


| conſiderable enough to 
de truſted with co-mmi/ions of the peace, which ſeveral of 


the clergy now ſupply much better, than a little, hedge, 
contemptible, illiterate vicar from twenty to fifty pounds 
| a-year, the ſon of a weaver, pedlar, tailor, or miller, can 
be preſumed to do. Eo A a Vs Ho 
| The landlords and farmers by this ſcheme can find no 
profit, but will certainly be loſers. For inſtance, if the 
large northern livings be ſplit into a dozen pariſhes or 


W more, it will be very neceſſary for the little threadbare | 
gunman, with his wife, his proctor, and every child who 


Qa crawl, to Warch the fields av e Tories of -. 


W loſing a ſingle ſheaf, which he could not afford under peril 
W of a day's ſtarving : for, according to the Scotch proverb, 


a hungry louſe bites fore. This would of neceſſity breed 


an infinite number of wrangles and litigious ſuits in the ſpi- 


ritual courts ; and put the wretched paſtor at perpetual va- 
riance with his whole pariſh. But, as they have hitherto 
ſtood, a clergyman eſtabliſhed in a competent living is not 
under the neceſſity of being ſo ſharp, vigilant, and exacting. 
On the contrary, it is well known and allowed, that the 


clergy — 
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clergy round the kingdom think themſelves well treated, if , 


2 they loſe only one ſingle third of their legal demands. 


The Honourable houſe may perhaps be inclined to con- | 


ceive, that my Lords the Biſhops enjoy as ample a power, 


both ſpiritual and temporal, as will fully ſuffice to anſwer 
every branch of their office; that they want no laws to re- 
gulate the conduct of thoſe clergymen over whom they 
preſide ; that, if non - reſidence be a grievance, it is the 
patron's fault, who makes not a better choice, or cauſed 


the plurality. That, if the general impartial character of 
perſons choſen into the church had been more regarded, 


and the motive of party, alliance, kindred, fßlatterers, ill- 
judgment, or perſonal favour regarded leſs, there would 
be fewer complaints of non · reſidence, want of care, blame- . F 
able behaviour, or any other part of auicqncu 3 not to 
mention ignorance and ſtupidity. 

I could name certain gentlemen of the 5 whole 


| ar; ſpruce, prim, ſneering, and ſmirking countenan- 


ces, the very tone of theif voices, and an ungainly ſtrut 
in their walk, without one ſingle talent for any one office, 


have contrived to get good preferment by the mere force 


of flattery and cringing : for N two virtues (the only 
two virtues they pretend to) they were, however, utterly 
unqualified: and whom, if 1 were in power, although they 
were my nephenus, or had married my nieces, 1 could ne- 


ver in point of good conſeience or 2 8985 have recommend 


ed to a curacy in Connaught. 

The Honourable houſe of Commons may e perhaps 
conſider, that the gentry of this kingdom differ from all 
others upon earth, being leſs capable of employments in 


their on country, than any others who come from abroad; 
and that mol} of them have little expectation of providing 
for their younger children otherwiſe than by the church, 


in which there might be ſome hopes of getting a tolerable 


maintenance. For after the patrons ſhould have ſettled 


their fons, their nephews, their nieces, their. dependents, 
and their /o//owe7s5 invited over from the other ſide, there 
would ſtill remain an overplus of ſmaller church-prefer- 
ments to be given to ſuch clergy of the nation, who ſhal 
have their quantum of whatever merit may be then i in fa- 
lion. But by theſe bills they will be all as abſolutely ex- 

| dude. 
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cluded, as if they bad paſſed under the denomination of 
Tories: unleſs they can be contented at the utmoſt with 
501. a- year; which by the difficulties of collecting tithes | 
in Ireland, and the daily increaſing miſeries of the people, | 
will hardly riſe to half that ſunumn. . 
It is obſerved, that the divines ſent over hither to go- 
vern this church have not ſeemed to conſider the difference 
between both kingdoms with reſpect to the inferior clergy. 

As to themſelves indeed, they find a large revenue in lands 
let at one quarter value, which conſequently muſt be paid 
| while there is a penny left among us; and the public di- 
ſtreſs ſo little affects their intereſts, that their fines are now 
higher than ever: they content themſelves to ſuppoſe, that 
| whatever a pariſh is ſaid to be worth, comes all into the 
Parſon's pocket. 350 15 
The poverty of great numbers among the clergy of 
| England hath been the. continual complaint of all men, 
who wiſh well to the church, and many ſchemes have 
been thought on to redreſs it; yet an Engliſh vicar of 
240 l. a- year, lives much more comfortably than one of 
double the value in Ireland. His farmers, generally 
ſpeaking, are able and williag to pay him his full dues; 
he hath a decent church of ancient ſtanding, filled every 
Lord's day with a large congregation of plain people, well 
| clad, and behaving themſelves as if they believed in God 
and CyxisT, He hath a houſe and barn. in repair, a 
field or two to graze his cows, with a garden and orchard. | 
No gueſt expects more from him than a pot of ale: be 
lives like an honeſt plain farmer, as his wife is dreſſed 
but little better than goody, He is ſometimes graciouſly 
WW invited by the ſquire, where he fits at an humble diſtance : 
it he gets the love of his people, they often make him little 
= uſcful preſents : he is happy by being born to no higher. 
WW expettation ; for he is uſually the ſon of ſome ordinary 
WW tradeſman, or middling farmer. His learning is much of 
= 2 {ize with his birth and education; no more: of either, 
= than what a poor hungry ſervitor can be expected to bring 

Vith him from his college. It would be tedious to ſhew r 
dhe reverſe of all this in our diſtant poorer pariſhes through + 
mwoſt parts of Ireland, wherein eyery reader may make the 
= compariſon, ge, e 
if Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, the Honourable houſe of Commons may conſider, 
whether the ſcheme of. multiplying beggarly clergymen 
through the whole kingdom, who mult all have votes for 
chuſing parhament-men. (provided they can prove their 
Freeholds + to be worth 40. per annum, ultra repriſas), | 
may not, by their numbers, have great influence upon e- 
lectiont; being entirely under the dependence of their bi. 
ſhops. Far: by a moderate computation, after all the di- 
viſions and ſubdiviſions of pariſhes, that my Lords the Bi. 
ſhops have power to make by their new laws, there will, 
as ſoon as the preſent ſet of clergy goes off, be raiſed an 
army of eccigſaſtical militants able enough for is kind I 
of ſervice, except that of the altar. | 
I am indeed in ſome concern about a fund for * ö 
a thouſand or two churches, wherein theſe probationers 
may read their all- lectures; and begin to doubt they 
muſt be contented with barns; which barns will be one 
great advancing ſtep towards an accommodation with our 
true Proteſtant brethren, the Diſſenters, N 
The ſcheme of encouraging clerg ymen to build konſes N 
by dividing a living of 500 J. a · year into ten parts is a 
contiivance, the meaning whereof hath got on the wrong | 
ſide of my comprehenſion; unleſs it may be argued, that 
bi/hops build no houſes, becauſe they are fo rich; and il 
- therefore the inferior clergy will certainly build, if you 
reduce them to beggary. But I knew a very rich man | 
of quality in England, who could never be perſuaded to 
keep a ſervant out of livery; becauſe ſuch ſervants would 
be expentive, and apt in time to look like gentlemen ; 

whereas the others were ready to ſubmit to the baſeſt of- 
fices, and at a cheaper een might increaſe his re- 
tinue. YA 

Ü hear, it is the opinion of many wiſe men, that before Ml 
theſe bills paſs. both houſes, they ſhould be ſent back to 
England with the following clauſes inſerted. { 
Firſt, that whereas there may be about a dozen Gout # 
biſhoprics in Ireland, thoſe bi/hoprics ſhould be ſplit and Wl 
given to different perſons ; and thoſe of a ſingle denomi- Wi 
nation be alſo divided into two, three, or four parts, as 
occaſion ſhall require; otherwiſe there may be a queſtion 
ſtarted, Whether INN prelates can cfcfually ex. 


tend 


\ 
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tend their paternal care and unlimited power, for the pro- 
tection and correction of ſo great a number of ſpiritual /ub- 
jedts, But this propoſal will meet with ſuch furious ob- 
jections, that I ſhall not inſiſt upon it: for 1 well remeni- 
ber to have read, what a terrible fright the-/7ogs were in, 
upon a report, that the ſun was going to marry, | 

Another clauſe ſhould be, that” none of theſe twenty, 
thirty, forty, or fifty pounders may be ſuffered to marry 
under the penalty of immediate deprivation ; their mar- 
riages declared null, and their children baſtards: for 
ſome deſponding people take the kingdom to be in no 
condition of encouraging ſo numerous a breed of beggars. 
A third clauſe will be neceſſary, that theſe humble gen- 
try ſhould be abſolutely diſqualified from giving votes -in 
elections for parliament-men. . 8 
Others add a fourth; which is a clauſe of indulgence, 
that theſe reduced #/vines may be permitted to follow any 
lawful ways of living, which will not call them too often 
or too far from their ſpiritual offices: (for, unleſs I miſ- 
apprehend, they are ſuppoſed to have epiſcopal ordina- 
tion). For example, they may be lappers of linen, bai- 
liffs of the manor; they may let Blood, or apply plaiſters 
for three miles round: they may get a diſpenſation to hold 
the clerk/hip and ſextonſhip of their own pariſh in com- 
mendam. Their wives and daughters may make ſhirts for 
| the neighbourhood ; or, if a barrack be near, for the %- 
aiers : in dinen coumtries they may card and ſpin, and keep 
a few looms in the houſe: they may ſet lodgings, and fell 
a pot of ale without doors, but not at home, unleſs to ſo- 
ber company, and at regular hours. It is by ſome thought 
a little hard, that in an affair of the laſt conſequence to 
W the very being of the clergy in the points of liberty and 
= property, as well as in their abilities to perform their du- 


| \ | ty, this whole Reverend body, who are-the eſtabliſhed in- 


ſtructors of the nation in Chriſtianity and moral virtues, 
and are the only perſons concerned, ſhould be the ſole 
perſons not conſulted. Let any ſcholar ſhew the like pre- 
cedent in Chriſtendom for twelve hundred years paſt, An 
att of parliament for ſettling or ſelling an eſtate in a pri- 
date family is never paſſed, until all parties give conſent. 
Baut in the preſent caſe, the whole body of the clergy is, 
Vor. III. 8 as 
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-as themſelves apprehend, determined to utter ruin without 
once expecting or aſking their opinion; and this by a ſcheme 
contrived only by one part of the convocation, while the 
other part which hath been choſen in the uſual forms, 
wants only the regal permiſhon to aſſemble, and conſult a- 
bout the affairs of the church, as their predeceſſors have 
always done in former ages; where it is preſumed, the 
Iower houſe hath a power of propoſing canons and a nega- 
tive voice, as well as the upper. And God forbid (ay. 


| _ theſe objectors) that there ſhould be a real ſeparate intere 


between the biſhops and clergy, any more than there is 
between a man and his wife, a king and his people, or 
Cxx1sT and his church. wy 

It ſeems there is a proviſion in the bill, that no. pariſh 
tall be cut into ſcraps without the conſent of ſeveral per- 
ſons, who can be no ſufferers in the matter; but I can- 
not fink that the clergy lay much weight on this caution ; _ 
becanſe they argue, that the very perſons from whom _ 
_ theſe bills took their riſe, will have the greateſt ſhare in 


; The deciſion * 


I do not by any means conceive the crying ſin of the 
clergy in this kingdom to be that of non ræſidence. I am 
ſure, it is many degrees leſs ſo here than in England? 
unleſs the poſſeſſion of pluralities may paſs under that name; 
and if this be a fault, it is well known to whom it muſt be 
imputed: I believe upon a fair inquiry (and I hear an in- 
N to be made) they will appear to be moſt pardonably 
ew ; eſpecially, conſidering how many pariſhes have not 
an inch of glebe, and how difficult it is upon any reaſon- 
able terms to find a place of habitation. And therefore, 
| -God knows, whether my Lords the Biſhops will be ſoon 
able to convince the clergy, or thoſe who have any regard 
for that venerable body, that the chief motive in their 
Lordſhips minds by procuring theſe bills was to prevent the 
fin of nou- reſidence; while the univerſal opinion of almoſt 
every clergyman in the kingdom, without diſtinction of 
party taking in even thoſe who are not likely to be ſuffer- 
ers, ſtands directly againſt tem. 
If ſome livings in the north may be juſtly thought too 
large a compaſs of land, which makes it inconvenient for 
che remoteſt inhabitants to attend the ſervice of the * 


j 
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which in ſome' inſtances may be true, no reaſonable clergy. 
man would oppoſe a proper remedy by particular acts of 
parliament. - 

Thus, for inſtance, the deanery of Down, a country- 
deanery, I think, without a cathedral, depending wholly 
. upon an union of pariſhes joined together in a time when 
the land lay waſte and thinly inhabited ; fince thoſe cir- 
cumſtances are ſo prodigiouſly changed for the better, may 
properly be leſſened, leaving a decent competency to the 
Dean, and placing rectories in the remaining churches, 
which are now ſerved only by ſtipendiary curates. 

The caſe may be probably the ſame in other parts: and 
ſuch a proceeding diſcreetly managed would be truly for- 
the good of the chur en. 

For it is to be obſerved, that the dean and chapter lands, 
which, in England, were all ſeized under the fanatic uſur- 
pation, are things unknown in Ireland, having been long 
raviſhed from the church by a fucceſhon of confuſions, and 
_ applied in their ſtead to ſupport that eccleſiaſtical. 
The late * 4rchbi/Þop of Dublin had a very different 
way of encouraging the lrg of his dioceſe to reſidence: 
when a leaſe had run out ſeven years or more, he ſtipu · 
lated with the tenant to reſign. up twenty or thirty acres to 
the miniſter of the pariſh where it lay convenient, without 
leflening his former rent; and with no great abatement of 
the fine ; and this he did in the parts near Dublin, where 
land is at the higheſt rates, leaving a ſmall chiefry for the 
miniſter to pay, hardly a ſiuxth part of the value. I doubt. 
not, that almoſt every b;/hop in the kingdom may do the 
ſame generous act with leſs damage to their ſees, than his 
late Grace of Dublin; much of whoſe lands were out in. 
fee-farms, or leaſes for lives; and I am ſorry that the good 
example of ſuch a peice not been followed. 

But a great majority of the clergy's friends cannot hi- 
therto reconcile themſelves to this project; which they 
call a /evelling principle, that muſt inevitably root out the 
ſeeds of all honeſt emulation, the legal parent of the great- 
eſt virtue and moſt generous actions among men; but which, 
in the general opinion, (for I do not pretend to offer my 

© The Right Reverend Dr 7/illiam King. | 

8 2 own), 
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own), will never more have room to exert itſelf in the 
breaſt of any clergyman whom this kingdom ſhall produce. 
But whether the conſequences of theſe bills may, by 
the virtues and frailties of future bi/hops ſent over hither 
to rule the church, terminate in good or evil, I ſhall not 
preſume to determine, ſince God can work the former out 
of the latter. However, one thing I can venture to aſſert; 
that from the earlieſt ages of Chriſtianity to the minute I 
am now writing, there never was a precedent of ſuch a 
proceeding, much leſs was it to be feared, hoped, or appre- 
hended from ſuch hands in any Chriſtian country; and ſo 
it may paſs for more than a phenix; becauſe it hath riſen 
without any aſliſtance from the a/hes of its fire. J 

The appearance of ſo many Diſſenters at the hearing of 
this cauſe is what, I am told, hath not been charged to 
the account of their prudence or moderation; becauſe 
that action hath been cenſured as a mark of triumph and 
inſult before the victory is complete: fince neither of 
theſe bills hath yet paſſed the hou/e of Commons,” and ſome 
are pleaſed to think it not impoſſible that they may be 
rejected *, Neither do I hear, that there is an enacting 
clauſe in either of the bills to apply any part of the divi- 
ded or ſubdiyided tithes towards increaſing the ſtipends of 
the /efaries, So that theſe gentlemen ſeem to be grati- 
fied like him, who, after having been kicked down/ſtairs, 
2 comfort, when he ſaw his friend kicked down after 

I haye heard many more objections againſt ſeveral par- 
ticulars of both theſe bills; but they are of ſo high a nature, 
and carry ſuch dreadful innuendoes, that I dare not men- 
tion them, reſolving to give no offence, becauſe I well know 
how obnoxious I have long been (although I conceive 
without any fault of my own) to the zeal and principles of 
thoſe who place all difference in opinion concerning pu- 
blic matters to the ſcore of diſaffection; whereof I am at 
leaſt as innocent as the loudeſt of my detradtors. 


Dublin, Feb. 24, | 
1731-2. 


* They were rejected in the houſe cf Commons by a great ma- 
jority. Hawhkef, 2 | A 


A PRoPOSAL for an AcT of PARLIAMENT, to pay 

j off the NesBT of the nation, without taxing: 

the ſubje&t; by which the number of landed 

; - gentry will be conſiderably increaſed, and no 

perſon will be the poorer, or contribute one: 
farthing to the charge *.. 


Written in the year 173 27 | 


HF HEHE debts contracted ſome years paſt for the ſervice: 
and ſafety of the nation are grown ſo great, that 

under our preſent diſtreſſed condition by the want of trade, 
the great remittances to pay abſentees, regiments ſerving 
abroad, and many other drains of money well enough 
known and felt, the kingdom ſeems altogether unable to 
diſcharge them by the common methods of payment: and 
either a poll or land tax would be too odious to think of, 
eſpecially the latter; becauſe the lands, which have been 
let for theſe ten or dozen years paſt, were raiſed ſo high, 
that the owner can at preſent hardly receive any rent at all. 
For it is the uſual practice of an Iriſh tenant; rather than 
want land; to offer more for a farm than he knows he can 
be ever able to pay; and in that caſe he grows deſperate, 
and pays nothing at all. So that a /and-tax upon a rack-- 
ed eſtate would be a burthen wholly inſupportable. 

The queſtion will then be, How theſe national debts can 
be paid; and how I can make good the ſeveral particulars 
of my. propofal ? which I. ſhall now. lay open to the pu- 

' C; | | 

The revenues of their Graces and 'Lord{hips the Arch-- 
biſhops and Biſhops of this kingdom (excluding the fines) 
do amount by a moderate computation to 36, 800 J. per 
ann. I mean the rents which the biſhops receive from 


* The reader will perceive the following treatiſe to be altogether 
ironical;. ü 6 = 
S 3: theit 


214 & PROPOSAL FOR PAYING 


their tenants. But the real value of thoſe lands at a fall 
rent, taking the feveral fees one with another, is reckon- 
ed to be at leaſt three fourths more; ſo that, multiplying 
236, 800 J. by 4, the full rent of all the biſhops lands will 
— to 147,200 J. per ann. from which ſubtracting the 
preſent rent received by their Lordſhips, that is, 26,800 J. 
the profits of the lands received by the firſt and ſecond te- 
nants, (who both have great bargains), will riſe to the ſym 
of 110,400 J. per ann. which lands, if they were to 
be ſold at twenty-two years purchaſe, would raife a ſum of 
2,428,800 J. reſerving to the biſhops their preſent rents, 
only excluding fines, 
Of this ſum, 1 8 that out of the one half, which 
amounts to 1, 2 1 4, 400 J. ſo much be applied, as will en- 
tirley diſcharge the debts of the nation; and the remain» 
der be laid up in the treaſury to ſupply contingencies, as 
well as to dicharge ſome of our heavy taxes, until the 
kingdom ſhall be in a better condition. 
But whereas the preſent ſet of biſhops would be great 
loſers by this ſcheme for want of their fines ; which would 
be hard treatment to ſuch religious, loyal, "and deſerving 
onages ; I have therefore 8 apart the other half to 
pply that defect, which it will more than ſufficiently do. 
A biſhop's leaſe for the full term is reckoned to be worth | 
#leven years purchaſe ; but if we take the biſhops round, 
I ſuppoſe there may be four years of each leaſe elapſed ; 
and many of the biſhops being well ſtricken in years, 1 
cannot think their lives round to be worth more than ſeven 
years purchaſe; ſo that the purchaſers may very well afford 
fifteen years purchaſe for the reverſion, eſpecially by one 
great additional advantage, which I ſhall ſoon mention. 
This ſum of 2, 428, 800 J. muſt likewiſe be ſunk very 
conſiderably ; ; becauſe the lands are to be ſold only at fif- 
teen years purchaſe, and this leſſens the ſam to about 
1,656,000 J.; of which I propoſe twelve hundred thou- 
ſand pounds to be applied partly for the payment of the 
National debt, and partly as a fund for future exigencies; 
and the remaining 456,000. I propoſe as a fund for pay- 
ing the preſent ſer of biſhops their fines; which it will a- 
bundantly * an a great part remain as an addition to.the 


ublic ſock 
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Although the biſhops round do not in reality receive 
three fines apiece, which take up 21 years, yet I allow it 
to be ſo; but then I will ſuppoſe them to take but one 
year's rent in recompenſe of giving them ſo large a term of 
life ; and thus multiplying 36,800 by 3, the Product will 
be only 1 10, 400 J. ſo that above three fourths wil n 
to be applied to public uſe. | 
If I have made wrong computations, I hope to be excu- 
ſed as a ſtranger to the kingdom; which I never ſaw till I 
was called to' an employment, and yet where I intend to 
paſs the reſt of my days; but I took care to get the beſt 
informations I could, and from the moſt proper perſons ; 
however the miſtakes I may have been guilty of will very little 
affect the main of my propoſal; although they ſhould cauſe 
a difference of one hundred thouſand pounds more or leſs, 
| Theſe fines are only to be paid to the biſhop during his 
incumbency in the ſame ſee: if he change it for a bet- 
ter, the purchaſers of the vacant ſee lands are to come im- 
mediately into poſſeſhon of the ſee he hath left; and both 
the biſhop who is removed, and he who comes into his 
place, are to have no more fines ; for the removed biſhop 
will find his account by a larger revenue ; and the other 
ſee will find candidates enouph. For the law-maxim will 
here have place, Caveat emptor ; I mean, the perſons who 
ſacceed may chuſe whether they will accept or no. RO 
As to the purchaſers, they will probably be tenants to 
the ſee, who are already in poſſeſſion, and can afford to 
give more than any other bidder. | 
I will further explain myſelf, If a perſon alte 
biſhop be removed into a richer ſee, he muſt be — 
with the bare revenues without any fines ; and ſo maſt he 
who comes into a biſhopric vacant by death: and this will 
bring the matter ſooner to bear; which, if the crown ſhall - 
think fit to countenance, will ſoon change the preſent ſet 
of biſhops ; and conſequently encourage purchaſers of their 
| lands, For example: If a primate ſhould die, and the 
| gradation be wiſely made, almoſt the whole ſer of biſhops 
might be changed in a month, each to his great advantage, 
although no fines were to be got; and thereby ſave a great 
part of that ſum which 1 have 3 towards * 
Plying the deficiency of ſines. | 1 
L 
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| F haye valued the biſhops lands two years 8 a- 
bove the uſual computed rate, becauſe thoſe lands will have 
a ſanction from the King and council in England, and be 
confirmed by an act of parliament here: beſides, it is well 
known, that higher prices are given every day for worſe 
lands, at the remoteſt diſtances; and at rack-rents, which 
I take to be occaſioned by want of trade: when there are 
few borrowers, and the little money in private hands lying 
dead, there 1s no other way to diſpoſe of it, but in buy- 
ing of land ; which conſequently makes the owners hold 
it ſo high, 

Beſides paying the nation's debts; the ſale of theſe lands: 
would have many other good effects upon the nation. It 
will conſiderably increaſe the number of gentry, where the 
biſhops tenants are not able or willing to purchaſe; for the 
lands will afford an hundred gentlemen a good revenue to 
each: ſeveral perſons from England will probably be glad” 
to come over hither, and be the buyers, rather than give 

thirty years purchaſe at home under the loads of taxes for 
the public and the poor; as well as repairs; by which 
means much money may be brought among us; and proba- 
bly ſome of the purchaſers themſelves may be content to 
live cheap in a worſe-country, rather than be at the charge 
of exchange and agencies; and perhaps of non " - e 
in abſence, if they let their lands too high; 

This propoſal-will alſo multiply farmers, when the pur- 
chaſers will have lands in their own power to give long and 
eaſy leaſes to induſtrious huſbandmen. 

; have allowed ſome biſhoprics; of equal income, to be 
of more or leſs value to the purchaſer; according as they 
are circumſtanced. For inſtance: The lands of the prima- 
cy and ſome other ſees are let ſo low, that they hardly pay 
a fifth penny of the real value to the biſnop, and there the 
fines are the greater. On the contrary, the ſees of Meath 
and Clonfert conſiſting, as I am told; much of tithes, 
thoſe tithes are annually let to the tenants without any 
fines. So the ſee of Dublin is ſaid to have many fee · farms 
which pay no fines; and ſome leaſes for lives; which pay 
very little, and not fo ſoon nor ſo duly. 

I cannot but be confident, that their Graces my Lords 
the * and my Lords the Biſhops, will heartily 

join 
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join in this propoſal out of gratitude to his late ang pre- 
ſent Majeſty, the beſt of kings, who have beſtowed on 
them ſuch high and opulent ſtations ; as well as in pity to 
this country, which is now become their own; whereby 
they will be inſtrumental towards paying the nation's debts 
. without impoveriſhing themſelves; enrich an hundred gen- 
tlemen as well as free them from dependency ; and thus re- 
move that envy, which is apt to fall upon their Graces and 
Lordſhips from conſiderable perſons, whoſe birth and for- 
tunes rather qualify them to be lords of manors, than ſer- 
vile dependents upon churchmen, however dignified or diſ- 
tinguiſhed. 11 EI 
Tf I do not flatter myſelf, there could not be any law 
more popular than this. For the immediate tenants to bi- 
ſhops, being ſome of them perſons of quality and good e- 
ſtates, and more of them grown up to. be gentlemen by 
the profits of theſe very leaſes under a ſucceſſion of bi- 
ſhops, think it a diſgrace to be ſubje& both to rents and 
fines at the pleaſure of their landlords. Then, the bulk - 
of the tenants, eſpecially the diſſenters, who are our true 
loyal Proteſtant brethren, look upon it both as an unnatu- 
ral and iniquitous thing, that biſhops ſhould be owners of 
land at all, (wherein I beg to differ from them), being a 
point ſo contrary to the practice of the apoſtles, whoſe ſuc- 
ceſſors they are deemed to be; and who, although they 
were contented that land ſhould be ſold for the common 
uſe of the brethren, yet would not buy it themſelves ; but 
had it laid at their feet to be diſtributed to poor proſelytes. 
Il will add one word more; that by ſuch a wholeſome 
law all the oppreſſions felt by under-tenants of church-lea- 
ſes, which are now laid on the biſhops, would entirely be 
prevented, by their Graces and Lordſhips conſenting to 
have their lands ſold for payment of the nation's debts ; 
reſerving only the preſent rent for their on plentiful and 
honourable ſupport. ; — : 
I beg leave to add one particular; that when heads of 
a bill (as I find the ſtyle runs in this kingdom) ſhall be 
brought in for forming this propoſal into a law, I ſhould 
humbly offer, that there might be a power given to every 
biſhop, except thoſe who reſide in Dublin, for applying one 
. | undred 
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neſs, who reſide here but a ſhort time: for theſe, having 
uſually but little money, and being wholly ignorant of the 
town, might at an eaſy price purchaſe a tolerable dinner, 
if the ſeveral criers would pronounce the names of the 
goods they have to ſell in any tolerable language. And 
therefore, until our law-makers ſhall think it proper to in- 
terpoſe ſo far as to make thoſe traders pronounce their 
words in ſuch terms, that a plain Chriſtian hearer may 
comprehend what is cried, I would adviſe all new comers 
to look out at their garret· windows, and there ſee whether 
the thing that is cried be tripes or fummery, Butter- mill 
or cow-heels, For as things are now managed, how is it 
poſſible for an honeſt countryman juſt arrived to find out 

what is meant, for inſtance, by the following words, with 
which his ears are conſtantly ſtunned twice a-day, mugs, 
Jugs, and porringers, up in the garret, and down inthe 
cellar ; I ſay, how is it poſſible for any ſtranger to under- 
ſtand, that this jargon 1s meant as an invitation to buy a 
farthing s worth of milk for his breakfaſt or ſupper, unleſs 
his curioſity draws him to the window, or until his land- 
lady ſhall inform him? I produce this only as one inſtance 
among a hundred much worſe, I mean, where the words 
make a ſound wholly inarticulate, which give ſo much 
_ diſturbance, and ſo little information. 

The affirmation ſolemnly made in the cry of |herrings 
is directly againſt all truth and probability; herrings alive, 
alive here : the very proverb will convince us of this; for 
what is more frequent in ordinary ſpeech, than to ſay of 
ſome neighbour for whom the paſſing- bell rings, that he is 
dead as a herring ? And pray how is it poſlible, that a 
herring, which, as philoſophers obſerve, cannot live longer 
than one minute three ſeconds and a half out of water, 
ſhould bear a voyage in open boats from Howth to Dublin, 
be toſſed into twenty hands, and preſerve its life in ſieves 
for ſeveral hours ? nay, we have witneſſes ready to pro- 
duce, that many thouſands of theſe herrings, ſo impudent- 
ly afferted to be alive, have been a day and a night upon 
dry land. But this is not the worſt. What can we think 
of thoſe impious wretches, who dare in the face of the 
ſun vouch the very ſame affirmative of their ſalmon, and 
cry ſalmos alive, alive? whereas, if you call the woman 

who 
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who cries it, ſhe is not aſhamed to turn back her mantle, 
and ſhew you this individual ſalmon cut into a dozen 
pieces. I have given good advice to theſe infamous diſ- 
oracers of their ſex and calling, without the leaſt appear- 
ance of remorſe, and fully againſt the conviction of rheir 
own conſciences; I have mentioned this grievance to ſe- 
veral of our pariſh miniſters; but all in vain: fo that it 
muſt continue, until the government ſhall think fit to in- 
terpoſe. | 5 | | 
There is another cry, which, from the ſtricteſt obſerva- 
tion I can make, appears to be very modern, and it is that 
of ſweet hearts * and is plainly intended for a reflection 
upon the female ſex; as if there were at preſent ſo great 
a dearth of lovers, that the women, inſtead of receiving 
preſents from men, were now forced to offer money to 
purchaſe feet. hearts. | Neither am I ſure, that this cry 
doth not glance at ſome diſaffection againſt the govern- 
ment; inſinuating, that while ſo many of our troops ate 
engaged in foreign ſervice, and ſuch a great number of our 
gallant officers conſtantly reſide in England, the ladies are 
forced to take up with parſons and attorneys : but this is 


a moſt unjuſt reflection, as may ſoon be proved by any 


perſon who frequents the ca/?e, our public walks, our balls 
and aſſemblies z where the crouds of foupees F were never 
known to {warm as they do at preſent. | | 
There 1s a cry peculiar to this city, which I do. not re- 
member to have been uſed in London; or at leaſt, not in 


the ſame terms that it hath been practiſed by both parties, 
during each of their power, but very unjuſtly by the Tories. 


While theſe were at the helm, they grew daily more and 
more impatient to put all true #4;gs and Hanoverians out 
of employments : to effect which, they hired certain or- 
dinary fellows with large baſkets on their ſhoulders to call 


aloud at every houſe, Dirt to carry out ; giving that deno- 
\ mination to our whole party; as if they weuld ſignify, 
that the kingdom could never be cleanſed, until we were 


ſwept from the earth like r4u555/hþ. But fince that happy 


A ſort of ſugar- cakes in the ſhape of hearts. 
+ A new name for a madern periwig with a long black tail, 
and for its owner; now in faſhion, Dec. 1. 1723. 1 
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turn of times, when we were fo miraculouſly preſerved by 
juſt an inch from Popery, flavery, maſſacre, and the pre- 
tender, I muſt own it is prudence in us {till to go on with 
the ſame cry; which hath ever ſince been ſo efſectually ob- 
ſerved, that the true political dirt is wholly removed, and 
thrown on its proper dunghills, there to corrupt and be no 
more heard of, 

But to proceed to other enormities : Every perſon who 
walks the ſtreets, muſt needs obſerve an immenſe number 
of human excrements at the doors and ſteps of waſte houſes, 
and at the ſides of every dead wall; for which the diſaffect- 


ed party hath aſſigned a very falſe and malicious cauſe : 


they would have it, that theſe heaps were laid there pri- 
vately by Britiſh /urdaments to make the world believe, 
that our Iriſh vulgar do daily eat and drink; and conſe- 
quently that the clamour of poverty among us muſt be 
falſe, proceeding only from Jacobites and Papi/is, They 
would confirm this by pretending to obſerve, that a Britiſf 
anus being more narrowly perforated than one of our own 
country, and many of theſe excrements, upon a ſtrict view, 
appearing couple-crowned with a point hke a cone or py- 


ramid, are eaſily diſtinguiſhed from the Hibernian, which 


lie mach flatter and with leſs continuity. I communicated 
this conjecture to an eminent phyſician, who is well verſed 
in ſuch profound ſpeculations; and at my requeſt was 


pleaſed to make trial with each of his fingers, by thruſting 


them into the anus of ſeveral perſons of both nations, and 
profeſſed he could find no ſuch difference between them as 
thoſe ill-diſpoſed people alledge. On the contrary, he 
aſſured me, that much the greater number of narrow ca- 
vities were of Hibernian origin. This I only mention, to 
ſhew how ready the Jacobites are to lay hold of any han- 
dle to expreſs their malice againſt the government. I had 


. almoſt forgot to add, that my friend the phyſician could 


by ſmelling each finger diſtinguſn the Hibernian excrement 
from the Britiſh, and was not above twice miſtaken in an 
E-undred experiments; upon which he intends very foon to 
ub iſh a learned diſſertation. 

J here is a diverſion in this city, which uſually begins 


amo g the butchers ; but is often continued by a ſucceſ- 
ſion cf other people through many ſtreets; it is called the 


COSSING 
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COSSING of a dog: and I may juſtly number it among 
our corruptions. The ceremony is thus: A ſtrange dog 
happens to paſs through a fleſh-market ; wherevpon an ex- 
pert butcher immediately cries in a loud voice and the pro- 
per tone, Coe, caſt, ſeveral times. The ſame word is 
repeated by the people. The dog, who perfectly under- 
ſtands the terms of art, and conſequently the danger he 
is in, immediately flies. The people, and even his own 
brother-animals, purſue : the purſuit, and cry attend him 
perhaps half a mile; he is well worried in his flight; and 
ſometimes hardly eſcapes. This our ill-wiſnhers of the 
Jacobite kind are pleaſed to call a perſecution ; and affirm, 
that it always falls upon dogs of the Tory principle. But 
we can well defend ourſelves by juſtly alledgivg, chat, 
when they were uppermoſt, they treated our dogs full as 
inhumanely. As to my own part, who have in former 
times often attended theſe proceficnr, although I can very 
well diſtinguiſh between a Mig and Tory dog, yet 1 never 
carried my reſentment very far from-a party-principle, ex- 
cept it were againſt. certain malicious dogs, who molt diſ- 
covered their enmity againſt us in the 2v97/? of times *. And 
I remember too well, that in the wicked miniſtry of the 
Earl of Oxford a large maſtiff of our party, being unmer- 
cifully coſſed, ran without thinking between my legs, as I 
was coming up Fiſhamble-ſtreet ; and as I am of low ſta- 
ture with very ſhort legs, bore me riding backwards down. 
the hill for above two hundred yards: and although I made 
uſe of his tail for a bridle, holding it faſt with both my 
hands, and clung my legs as cloſe to his ſides as I could; 
yet we both came down together into the middle of the 
kennel ; where after rolling three or four times over each 
other, I got up with much ado amidſt the ſhouts and huz- 
zas of a thouſand malicious Jacobitet. I cannot indeed 
but gratefully acknowledge, that for this and many other 
2 and ſufferings + Þ have been ſince more than over- 
paid, 
This adventure may perhaps have put me out of love 
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A cant word uſed by the Whigs for the four laſt years of 
- Queen Anne's reign, during the Earl of Oxford's miniſt ry. 
+ See the apology for the Tale of a Tub, vol. 1. | 
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to Britain (including Scotland and the north of Ireland) is 
the great protector of the true Proteſtant religion. But 

however in thoſe ſigns, where I obſerve the bear to be 

chained; E cannot help furmiſing a Zacobite contrivance ; 

by which theſe traitors hint an earneſt deſire of uſing all 

true Whigs, as their predeceſſors did the primitive Chri- 

ſtians: L mean, to repreſent us as bears, and then halloo- 
their Tory-dogs to bait us to death. 

Thus I have given a fair account of what I diſlike in all 
the ſigns ſet over thoſe houſes that invite us to punch, I 
own it was a matter that did not need explaining, being ſo 

very obvious to common underſtanding; yet I know not how 
it happens, but methinks there ſeems a fatal blindneſs to 
overſpread our corporeal eyes, as well as our intellectual; 

and I heartily wiſh, I may be found a falſe prophet. For. 
theſe are not bare ſuſpicions, but manifeſt demonſtrations; 

Therefore, away with theſe Popiſßh Facobiter, and ido- 
latrous gewgaws. And I heartily wiſh a law were enacted 
under ſevere penalties againſt drinking punch at all; for 
nothing is eaſier, than to prove it a diſaffected liquor: the 
chief ingredients, which are brandy „ oranges, and lemons, 
are all ſent us from Popi/h countries; and nothing remains 

of Proteſtant growah but ſugar and water. For as to bifr 
cuit, which formerly was held a neceſſary ingredient, and 
is truly Britiſh, we find it is entirely rejected. 

But-I will put the truth of my affertion paſt al doubt: 1 
mean, that this liquor is. by one important innovation 
grown of ill example, and dangerous conſequence to the 
public. It is well known, that by the true original inſti- 
tution of making punch left us by Captain Rateliff, the ſharp- 
neſs is only occaſioned by the juice of lemons; and fo con- 
tinued untiÞ after the happy revolution. Oranges, alas! 
are a mere innovation, and in a manner bu of yeſterday. 
It was the politics of Jacobites do introduce them gradual- 
Iy; and to what intent? the thing ſpeaks itſelf. It was 
cunningly to ſhew their virulence againſt his. Sacred Majeſty 
King William ever glorious aud immortal memory. But 
of late (to ſhew. how fait diſloyalty-increaſeth) they came 
from one to two, and then to three ranges; nay at pre- 
ſent we often: ind punch made all with oranges, and not 
one ſingle lemon. For the Facobites, before the * 
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that immortal prince, had by a ſuperſtition formed a pri- 
vate prayer, that as they ſqueezed the orange, fo might 


that Proteſtant King be ſqueezed to death; according to 


the known ſorcery deſcribed by Virgil; - 
' Limus ut hic dureſcit, et woe ut cera liqueſcit, & 


And thus the Romans, when they ſacrificed an ox, 3 this 
kind of prayer: As I knock pres this ox, fo mayſt thou, O 


Jupiter! &79ck down our enemiet. In like manner, after 


King William's death, whenever a Jacobite ſqueezed an 
orange, he had a mental curſe upon the glorious memory, and 
a hearty wiſh for power to /queeze all his Majeſty's friends 
to death, as he /queezed that orange, which bore one of 


His titles, as he was Prince of Orange. This I do affirm 


for truth, many of that faction having confeſſed it to me 
under an oath of ſecrecy, which however 1 thought it my 
duty not to keep, when I faw my dear country in danger. 


But what better can be expected from an impious ſet of 


men, who never ſcruple to drink coxrus10n to all frue 
Proteſtants under the name of Whig ? A moſt unchriſtian 
and inhuman practice; abhich, to our great honour and 
comfort, war never charged upon us, even 2 our moſt ma- 
licious detractors. 

The ſign of two angels hovering i in the air, and with 
their right hands ſupporting a crown, is met with in ſere- 
ral parts of this city; and hath often given me great oſſence: 
for, whether by the unſſcilfulneſs or dangerous principles 
of the painters, (although I have good reaſon to ſuſpect the 
latter), thoſe angels are uſually drawn with ſuch horrid, or 


indeed rather diabolical countenances, that they give great: 


offence to every loyal eye, and equal cauſe of: triumph ro 
the Zacobztes, being a moſt infamous reflection upon our 


able and excellent miniſtry. 


L.now return to that great enormity of-eity-crzes ; molt: 


of which we have borrowed from London. 1-ſhall con- 


ſider them . only. in a political view, as they nearly affect 
the peace and ſafety of both kingdoms; and having been 
originally contrived by wicked Machiavels to bring in -Pope- 
i, ſlavery, and arbitrary power by defeating the. Prote- 


flans. ſucceſhon,. and introducing the pretender, ought in 


juſtice de be here laid open to the world, 
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| About two or three months after the happy revolution, 
all perſons who poſſeſſed any employment or office, in 
church or ſtate, were obliged by an a& of. parliament to 
take the oaths to King William and Queen Mary: and a 
great number of diſaffeted perſons refuſing to take the ſaid 
oaths from a pretended fcruple of conſcience, but really 
from a ſpirit of Popery and rebellion, they contrived a plot 
to make the ſwearing to thoſe princes odious in the eyes of 
the people. To this end, they hired certain women of 
ill fame, but loud ſhrill voices, under pretence of ſelling 
fiſh, to go through the ſtreets with fieves on their heads, 
and cry, Buy my ſoul, buy my ſoul; plainly inſinuating, 
that. all thoſe who ſwore to King William, were juſt ready 
to ſell their ſouls for an employment. This cry was re- 
vived at the death of Queen Anne, and, I hear, till con- 
tinues in London with much offence to all true Proteſtants; 
but to our great happineſs ſeems to be almoſt dropt in Pu- 
blin, | 
But becauſe I altogether contemn the diſpleaſure and 
reſentment of high-fliers, Tories, and Facobites, whom I 
look upon to be worſe even than profeſſed Papiſts, I do 
here declare, that thoſe evils which I am going to mention 
were all brought in upon us in the worſt of times under the 
late Earl of Oxford's adminiſtration, during the four laſt 
years of Queen Anne's reign. That wicked miniſter was 
univerſally known to be a Papiſi in his heart, * He aua 
of a moſt avaritious nature, and is ſaid to have died worth 
four millions Sterling, beſides his vaſt expenſe i in building, 
 atues, plate, jewels, and other coſtly rarities, He was 
of a mean obſcure birth, from the very dregs of the people; 
and. ſo illiterate, that he could hardly read a paper at the 
council table, I forbear to touch on his. open, profane, pro- 
TE v9 life ; becauſe I defire not to rake into the aſhes of 
the dead: and therefore 1 ſhall « ſerve this wiſe Maxi, 
De mortuis nil niſi bonum. 
This flagitious man, in order to compaſs his black de- f 
figns, employed certain wicked inſtrumenis (which great 
ateſmen are never without) to adapt ſeveral London cries 


* The author's meaning is juſt contrary to the liter?! ſenſe in 
the character of Lord Oxfor? 7?” -»b-F 
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in ſuch a manner as would beſt anſwer his ends. And 
whereas it was upon good grounds grievouſly ſuſpected, 

that all places at court were ſold to the higheſt bidder ; 
certain women were employed by his emiſſaries to carry 72 
in baſkets on their heads, and bawl through the ſtreets, Buy 
my freſh places, I mult indeed own that other women u- 
ſed the ſame cry, who were innocent of this wicked deſign, 
and really fold fiſh. of that denomination to get an honeſt 
livelihood ; but the reſt, who were in the ſecret, although 
they carried 5/2 in their ſieves or baſkets to ſave appearances, 
yet they had likewiſe a certain ſign, ſomewhat reſembling 
that of the free maſons, which the purchaſers of places 
knew well enough, and were directed by the women, whi- 
ther they were to reſort and make their purchaſe. And 
I remember very well how oddly it looked, when we ob- 
ſerved many gentlemen finely dreſſed about the court-end of 
the town, and as far as York-bwldings, where the Lord 
Treaſurer Oxford dwelt, calling the women who cried, Buy 

my freſh places, and talking to them in the corner of a 
ſtreet, until they underſtood each other's ſign. But we 
never could obſerve, that any fiſh, was bought. 

Some. years before the cries laſt mentioned, the Duke 
of Savoy was reported to have made certain oyertures to 
the court of England for admitting his eldeſt ſon by the 
Ducheſs of Orleans's daughter to ſucceed to the crown, as 
next heir, upon the pretender's being rejected; and that 
ſon was immediately to turn Prete/tant. It was confident- 
ly reported, that great numbers of people diſaffected to the 
then Illuſtrious, but now Royal houſe of Hanover, were 
in thoſe meaſures. Whereupon another ſet of women 
were hired by the Jacobite leaders to cry through the whole 
town, Buy my ſavoys, dainty ſavoys, curious ſavoys. But 
I cannot directly charge the late Earl of Oxford with this 
„ becauſe he was not then chief miniſter. How- 
ever, this wicked cry till continues in London, and was 
brought over hither, where it remains to this day; and 1s, 
in my humble opinion, a very offenſive found to every true 
 Proteſlant, who is old enough to remember thoſe danger- 
ous times. 

During the miniſtry of that corrupt and Jacobite Earl 3 
bove mentioned, the ſecret pernicious defign of thoſe in 

power 
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power was to ſell Flanders to France: the conſequence of 
which muſt have been the infallible ruin of the States-Ge- 


neral, and would have opened the way for France to ob- 


tain that univerſal monarchy they have ſo long aimed at; 
to which the Britiſh dominions muſt next after Holland 
have been compelled to ſubmit, whereby the Prote/tant re- 
ligion would be rooted out of the world. 

A deſign of this vaſt importance, after long conſultation 
among the Jacobite grandees with the Earl of Oxford at 
their head, was at laſt determined to be carried on by the 
ſame method with the former : it was therefore again put 
in practice; but the conduct of it was chiefly left to choſen 
men, whoſe voices were louder and ſtronger than thoſe of 
the other ſex: and upon this occaſion was firſt inſtituted in 
London that famous cry of FLounDERS. But the criers 
' were particularly directed to pronounce the word flaunderr, 
and not founders, For the country which we now-by 
corruption call Flanders, is in its true orthography ſpelt 


Flaunders, as may be obvious to all who read old Engliſh 


books. I ſay, from hence begun that -thundering cry, 
which hath ever ſince ſtunned the ears of all London, made 
ſo many children fall into fits, and women miſcarry ; Come 
buy my freſh flaunders, curious flaunders, charming flaun- 
ders, alive, alive, ho: which laſt words can with no pro- 


priety of ſpeech be applied to fiſh'manifeſtly dead, (as I 


, Obſerved before in herrings and ſalmon), but very juſtly 


to ten provinces containing many millions of living Chri- 
ftians. But the application is {till cloſer, when we conſi- 
der that all the people were to be taken like het in a 
net; and by aſſiſtance of the Pope, who ſets up to be the 
univerſal fiſher of men, the whole innocent nation was, ac- 
cording to our common expreſſion, to be /aid as flat as a 
flounder. | _ 3 
I remember myſelf a particular crier of founders in 
London, who arrived at ſo much fame for the loudneſs of 
his voice, as to have the honour of being mentioned up- 


on that account in a comedy. He hath diſturbed me ma- 


ny a morning, before he came within fifty doors of my 
lodging: and although I were not in thoſe days fo fully 
appriſed of the deſigns' which our common enemy had 
then in agitation, yet, I know not how, by a ſecret 3 

7 __ pune, 
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pulſe, young as I was, I could not forbear conceiving a 
ſtrong diſlike againſt the fellow; and often ſaid to myſelf, 
This cry ſeems to be forged in the Jeſuits ſchool : alas, poor 


England! I am grievouſly miſtaken, if there be not ſome 
Popiſh plot at the bottom. I communicated my thoughts 
to an intimate friend, who reproached me with being too 


= 


viſionary in my ſpeculations : but it proved afterwards, 
that I conjectured right, And I have ſince reflected, that 
if the wicked faction could have procured only a thouſand 
men of as ſtrong lungs as the fellow 1 mentioned, none can 
tell how terrible the conſequences might have been, not 
only to theſe two kingdoms, but over all Europe, by felling 
Flanders to France. And yet theſe cries continue unpu- 
niſhed both in London and Dublin; although, I confeſs, 


not with equal vehemency or loudneſs ; becauſe the reaſon 


for contriving this deſperate plot is, to our great felicity, 
wholly ceaſed. | 

It is well known, that the majority of the Britiſh houſe 
of Commons in the laſt years of Queen Anne's reign were 


in their hearts directly oppoſite to the Earl of Oxford's 


pernicious meaſures ; which put him under the neceſſity of 
bribing them with ſalaries. Wherenpon he had again re- 
courſe to his old politics. And accordingly his emiſſa- 


Tries were very buſy in employing certain artful women, of 
no good life and converſation, (as it was proved before 


Juſtice “ Peyton), to cry that vegetable commonly called 
ſellery through the town. Theſe women differ from the 
common criers of that herb by ſome private mark, which 


I could never learn; but the matter was notorious e- 


nough, and ſufficiently talked of ; and about the ſame 
period was the cry of ſellery brought over into this king- 


dom Bur ſince there is not at this preſent the leaſt occa- 


fion to ſuſpect the loyalty of our criers upon that article, 


I am content that it may ſtill be tolerated. 


I ſhall mention but one cry more, which hath any re- 
ference to politics ; but is indeed of all others the moſt 
inſolent, as well as treaſonable, under our preſent happy 
eſtabliſhment ; 1 mean that of furnups; not of !urnps, 
according to the beſt orthography, but abſolutely 2urnups. 


A famous Whig juſtice in thoſe mes. 
| Although 
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Although the cry be of an older date than ſome of the 
preceding enormities, for it began ſoon after the revolu- 
tion; yet was it never known to arrive at fo great a 
height, as during the Earl of Oxford's power. Some 
people (whom I take to be private enemies) are indeed as 
ready as myſelf to profeſs their diſapprobation of this cry, 
on pretence, that it began by the contrivance of certain 
old procureſſes, who kept houſes of ill fame, where lewd 
women met to draw young men into vice. And this they 
pretend ro prove by ſome words in the cry ; becauſe, after 
the crier had bawled out, Turnups, ho, buy my dainty turn- 
%þs, he would ſometimes add the two following verſes,  * 


Turn up the miſtreſs, and turn up the mad; 1: 
5 Aud turn up the daughter, and be not afraid. 


This, ſay ſome political ſophiſts, plainly ſhews, that 
there can be nothing farther meant in ſo infamous a cry, 
than an invitation to lewdneſs; which indeed ought to be 
ſeverely puniſhed in all well regulated governments; yet 
cannot be fairly interpreted as a crime of ſtate. But I 
hope we are not fo weak and blind to be deluded at this 
time of day with ſuch poor evaſions + I could, if it were 
proper, demonſtrate the very time when thoſe two verſes 
were compoſed, and name the author, who was no other 
than the famous Mr Swan ſo well known for his talent at 
quibbling, and was as virulent a Jacobite as any in Eng- 
land. _ Neither could he devy the fact, when he was tax- 
ed for it in my preſence, by Sir Henry Dutton-Colt, and 
Colonel Davenport, at the Smyrra coffechouſe, on the 
10th of June 1701. Fhus, it appears to a demonſtra- 
tion, that thoſe verſes were only a blind to conceal the 
mott dangerous deſigns of the party; who, from the firſt 
Fears after the happy revolution, uſed a cant way of talk- 
day in their clubs, after this manner: Ve hope to ſee the 
cards ſhuffled once more, and another King Turn ur 
trumfph : and, When ſhall we meet over a diſhosfTURNUPS? 
The fame term of art was uſed in their plots-againſt the 
government, and in their treafonable letters written in cy- 
pbers, and decyphered by the famous Dr Willes, as you 

may read in the trials of thoſe times. This I thought fit 
to let forth at large, and in ſo clear a light; becauſe the 
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Scotch and French authors have given a very different ac- 
count of the word TURNUP ; but whether out of igno- 
rance or partiality, I ſhall not decree; becauſe, I am ſure, 
the reader is convinced by my diſcovery. It is to be ob- 
ſerved, that this cry was ſung in a particular manner by 
fellows in diſguiſe to give notice, where thoſe traitors were 


to meet in order to concert their villanous deſigns. - 


I have no more to add upon this article, than an hnm- 
ble propoſal, that thoſe who cry this root at preſent in our 
{treets of Dublin may be compelled by the juſtices of the 
peace to pronounce turnip, and not turnup; for, I am a- 
fraid, we have ſtil too many ſnakes in our boſom, and it 
would be well if their cellars were ſometimes ſearched, when 
the owners Jealt expect it; for I am not out of fear, that 
latet anguis in herba. : 

Thus we are.zealous in matters of ſmall. moment, while 
we neglect thoſe of the higheſt importance. I have already 
made it manifeſt, that all theſe cries were contrived in the 
abort of times, under the miniſtry of that deſperate ſtateſ- 
man Robert late Earl of Oxford; and for that very reaſon 
ought to be rejected with horror, as begun in the reign of 
Jacobites, and may well be numbered among the rags of 
Popery and treaſon ; or, if it be thought proper that theſe 
cries muſt continue, ſurely they ought to be only truſted 
in the hands of true Proteſtants, who have given ſecurity 
to the government. | ; | 
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A LETTER from a member of the houſe of 
Commons in Ireland, to a member of the 
houſe of Commons in England, concerning, 
the SACRKAMENTAL TEST. 


Written in the year 1708 *. 


STR 


1 Received your letter, wherein you tell me of the 
I ſtrange repreſentations made ef us on your fide of the 
water. The inſtance you are pleaſed to mention is that 
of the Preshyterian miſſionary, who, according to your 

| N | - phraſe, 


In the 2d volume of Dr Swift's and Mr Pope's miſcellanies, - 
1 found the following treatiſe, which had been printed in Lon- 
.don, with ſome other of the Dean's works, many years before, 
but at firſt came out by itſelf in the year 1708, as the date 
ſhews : and it was at a juncture, when the Diſſenters were en- 
deavouting to repeal the ſacramental teſt, as, by common fame, 
and ſome pamphlets publiſhed to the ſame purpoſe, they ſeem to be 
Now again attempting, with great hope of ſucceſs. I have there- 
fore taken the liberty to make an extract out of that diſcourſe, 
omitting only ſome paſſages, which relate to certain perſons, and 
are of no conſequence to the argument. But the author's way 
of reaſoning ſeems at preſent to have more weight than it had in 
thoſe times when the diſcourſe, firſt appeared. The author, 
in this letter, perſonates a member of parliament here, to a mem- 
ber of parliament in England. The Speaker mentioned in 
this letter, was Allen Broderick, afterwards Chancellor and Lord 
Middleton; and the Prelate was Dr Lindſay, afterwards Primate. 
Dub. edit. 1735. & 0] 
This tract was reprinted in Ireland in 1735, when the attempt 
to repeal the ſacramental teſt was revived. There was an expla- 
natory advertiſement prefixed, which is ſaid by Lord Orrery to 
have been dictated, or ſtrictly reviſed, by the Dean himſelt : but 
there are inaccuracies in it, which may well be thought ſufficient 
to deftroy its authenticity: that which in the firſt paragraph is 
' called the following treatiſe is afterwards ſaid to be an extract of a 


diſcourſe 
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phraſe, hath been lately perſecuted at Drogheda for his 
religion: but it is eaſy to obſerve, how mighty induſtri- 
ous ſome people have been for three ar four years paſt, to 
band about ſtories of the hardſhips, the merits, the num- 
ber, and the power of the Presbyterians in Ireland, to 
. raiſe formidable ideas of the dangers of Popery there, and 
to tranſmit all for England, improved by great additions, 
and with ſpecial care to have them inſerted with comments. 
in thoſe infamous weekly papers that infeſt your coffee- 
houſes. So, when the clauſe enacting a /acramental teſt 
was put in execution, it was given out in England, that 
half the juſtices of peace through this kingdom had laid 
down their commiſhons : whereas, upon examination, the 
whole number was found 'to amount only to a dozen or 
thirteen, and thoſe generally of the loweſt rate in fortune 
and underſtanding, and ſome of them ſuperannuated. So, 
when the Earl of Pembroke was 1n Ireland, and the parlia- 
ment ſitting, a formal ſtory was very gravely carried to 
his Exeellency by ſome zealous members, of a prieſt new- 
ly arrived from abroad to the north-weſt parts of Ireland, 
who had publicly preached to his people to fall a-murther- 
ing the Proteſtants ; which, though invented to ſerve an 
end they were then upon, and are ſtil} driving at, was 
preſently handed over, and printed with ſhrewd remarks 
by your worthy ſeribblers. In like manner the account of 
that- perſon who was lately expelled our univerſity for re- 
flecting on the memory of King William; what a duſt it 
raifed, and how foully it was related, is freſh enough in. 


difcerrſe, and it is immediately added, that this extradt is the 
whole, except ſome paſſages of no conſequence : theſe are included 
within crotchets. Hawkeſ. - | 
Swift held the Diſſenters in the utmoſt degree of ridicule and: 
deteſtation. He had an openneſs in his diſpoſition, and a frank - 
neſs in his conduct, that bore an abhorrence to all kind of re- 
ferve.------- To ſuch a diſpoſition it is impoſſible that the gravity - 
of Nonconformiſts could be agreeable. The diſſike was mutual 
on both ſides. Dr Swift hated all fanatics: all fanatics hated Dr 
Swift. This piece is particularly written againſt repealing the 
te/i-aff : and whoever conſiders himſelf related to the kingdom of 
Ireland, will find in it ſome arguments of weight and conſideration, 
in caſe any ſuch repeal ſhould ever be attempted there. Orrery. 
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memory. Neither would people be convinced till the uni- 
verſity was at the pains of publiſhing a Latin paper to juſti- 
fy themſelves. And, to mention no more, this ſtory of the 
perſecution at Drogheda, how it hath been ſpread and ag- 
gravated, what conſequences have been drawn from it, 
and what reproaches fixed on thoſe who have leaſt deſer- 
ved them, we are already informed. Now, if the end of 
all this proceeding were a ſecret and myſtery, I ſhould not 
pretend to give it an interpretation ; but ſufficient care hath 
been taken to explain it, ft, by addreſſes artificially (if 
not illegally) procured, to ſhew the miferable ſtate of the 
Difſſenters in Ireland by reaſon of the ſacramental teſt, 
and to deſire the Queen's interceſſion that it might be re- 
pealed. Then, it is manifeſt, that our Speaker *, when 
he was laſt year in England, ſolicited in perſon ſeveral 
members of both houfes to have it repealed by an act there; 
though it be a matter purely national, that cannot poſſibly 
interfere with the trade and intereſt of England; and though 
he himſelf appeared formerly the moſt zealous of all men 
againſt the injuſtice of binding a nation by laws to which 
they do not confent. And, /a/tly, thoſe weekly libellers, 
whenever they get a tale by the end relating to Ireland, 
without once troubling their thoughts about the truth, al- 
ways end ĩt with an application againſt the ſacramental teft, 
and the abſolute neceſſity there is of repealing it in both 
kingdoms. I know it may be reckoned a weakneſs to ſay 
any thing of ſuch. triſles as are below a ſerious man's no- 
tice ; much leſs would I diſparage the underſtanding of a- 
ny party, to think they would chuſe the vileit and molt 1g- 
norant among mankind, to employ them for the aſſertors of. 
a cauſe, I ſhall only ſay, that the ſcandalous liberty thoſe 
wretches take, would hardly be allowed, if it were not 
mingled with opinions that /ome men would be glad to ad- 
rance. Beſides, how inſipid ſoever thoſe papers are, they 
ſeem to be levelled to the underſtandings of a great number; 
they are grown a neceſſary part in coffechouſe · furniture, 
and ſome time or other may happen to be read by cuſtom- 
ers of all ranks for 8 1 ard amuſement, becauſe they 


* Mr Allen Brod. rick, afterwa:as Chancellor of Irelan?, and 
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lie always in the way. One of theſe authors (the fellow 
that was pilloried, I have forgot his name *) is indeed ſo 
grave, ſententious, dogmatical a rogue, that there. is no 
enduring him; the Obſervutor f is much the briſker of the 
two, and I think farther gone of late in lies and impu- 
dence than his Presbyterian brother. The reaſon why I 
mention him is to have. an occaſion of letting you know, 
that you have not dealt ſo gallantly with us, as we did with 
you in a parallel caſe: Laſt year a paper was brought here 
from England, called A dialogue between the Archbiſhop + 
of Canterbury and Mr Higgins, which we ordered to be 
burnt by the common hangman, as it well deſerved, though 
we have no more to. do with his Grace of Canterbury , 
than you have with the Archbiſhop of Dublin; nor can 
you love and reverence your prelate more than we do ours, 
whom you tamely ſuffer to be abuſed openly, and by name, 
by that paltry raſcal of an Cb/ervator.; and lately upon an 
affair wherein he had no concern; I mean the buſineſs of 
the miſſionary of Drogheda, wherein our excellent pri- 
mate was engaged, and did nothing. but according to law - 
and diſcretion... But becauſe the Lord: Archbiſhop of Du- 
blin || hath been upon ſeveral occaſions, of late years, mil- - 
repreſented in England, I would willingly ſet You right in 
his character. For his great ſufferings and eminent ſervi- - 
ces, he was by the late King promoted to the ſee of Derry. 
About the ſame time he wrote a book to juſtify the revo- - 
lution, wherein was an account of King James's proceed- - 
ings in Ireland; and the late Archbiſhop Tillotſon recom- 
mended it to the King as the molt ſerviceable treatiſe that 


he fellow that was pilloried, was Daniel Defoe, whoſe 
name Swift well knew and remembered; but the circumſtance of 
the pillory was to be introduced; and. the manner of introducing 
it, ſhews great art in the niceſt touches of ſatire, - and carries all 
the marks of ridicule, indignation, and contempt- The ſcoffs ; 
and ſarcaſms of Swift, like the bite of the rattle-{nake, diſtinguiſi 
themſelves more venomouſly dangerous, than the wounds of a 
common ſerpent. Orrery. | | | 
He was pilloried for a tract, called, The /oortef} way with the 
Fa CT Ee. | 
+ Mr John Tutchin. } Dr Thomas Teniſon. . 
Dr William King. 
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could have been publiſhed at ſuch a juncture. And as his 
Grace ſet out upon thoſe principles, he has proceeded ſo e- 
ver ſince, as a loyal ſubje& to the Queen, entirely for the 
ſucceſſion in the Proteſtant line, and for ever excluding the 
Pretender; and though a firm friend to the church, yet 
with indulgence towards Diſſenters, as appears from his 
conduct at Derry, where he was ſettled for many years a- 
mong the moſt virulent of the ſect, yet upon his removal 

to Dublin they parted from him with tears in their eyes, 
and univerſal acknowledgments of his wiſdom and good- _ 
neſs. For the reſt, it muſt be owned, he does not buſy 
himſelf by entering deep into any party, but rather ſpends 
his time in acts of hoſpitality and charity, in building of 
churches, repairing his palace, in introducing and prefer- 
ring the worthieſt perſons he can find, without other re- 
gards; in ſhort, in the practice of all virtues, that can be- 
come a public or private life. This and more, if poſſible, 
is due to ſo excellent a perſon, who may be juſtly reckon- 
ed among the greateſt and moſt learned prelates of this age, 
however his character may be deſiled by ſuch mean and dir- 
ty hands as thoſe of the e een. or ſuch as employ 
1 


I now oak to anſwer the other part of your letter, and 
fhall give you my opinion freely about repealing. the /a- 
cramental teſt; only whereas you deſire my thoughts 
as a friend, and not as I am a member of parliament, IL 
muſt affure you. they are OA the ſame in both capaci- 
ties. 

I muſt begin by telling you, we are generally ſurpriſed 
at your wonderful kindneſs wo us on this occaſion, in be- 
ing ſo very induſtrious to teach us to fee our intereſts in a 
point where we are ſo unable to fee it ourſelves. This 
hath given us ſame ſuſpicion. ; and though, in my own par- 
ticular I am hugely bent to believe, that whenever you 
concern yourſelves in our affairs, it is certainly for our 
good, yet I have the misfortune to be ſomething ſingular in 
this belief, and therefore I never attempt to juſtify it, but 
content myſelf to poſſeſs my own opinion in private, for 
fear of encountering men of more wit or words than I have 
& ſpare. : | 

We 


| 
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| We at this diſtance, who ſee nothing of the ſpring of. 
actions, are forced by mere conjecture to aſſign two reaſons 
for your deſiring us to repeal the  facramental teſt ; one 
is, becaufe you are ſaid to imagine it will be a ſtep towards 

the like good work in England. The other more immedi- 
ate, that it will open 2 way for rewarding ſereral perſons, 
' who have well deferved upon a great occaſion, but who. | 
are now unqualified through that impediment. » .. | 

I do not frequently quote poets, eſpecially Engliſh: but 
I remembeg there is in ſome of Mr Cowley's love - verſes a 
ſtrain, that I thought extraordinary at fifteen, and have 
often lince imagined it to be ſpoken by Ireland. . 
7 it, Fear my life ſhould be 
V cigh'd with her leaſt conveniency. 


In ſhort, "whatever advantage you propoſe to yourſelves, 
by repealing the ſacramental te/?, ſpeak it out plainly, it 
is the beſt argument you can uſe, for we value your inter- 
eſt much more than our own ; if your little finger be ſore, 
and you think a poultice made of our vitals will give it a · 
ny eaſe, ſpeak the word, and it ſhall be done: the inter- 
eſt of our whole kingdom is at any time ready to ſtrike to 
that of your pooreſt hing toauns; it is hard you will not 
accept our ſervices, unleſs we believe at the ſame time, that 
you are only conſulting our profit, and giving us marks of, 
your love. If there be a fire at ſome diſtance, and I im- 
mediately blow up my houſe before there be occaſion, be- 
cauſe you are a man of quality, and apprehend ſome dan- 
ger to a corner of your table yet why ſhould you re- 
quire me to attend next morning at your levee, with my: 
humble thanks for the favour you have done me? | 

If we might be allowed to judge for ourſelves, we had 
abundance of benefit by the /acramental teſt, and foreſee 
a number of miſchiefs would be the conſ<quence of repeal- 
ing it; and we conceive the objections made againſt it by 
the Difenters are of no manner of force. They tell us of 
their merits in the late war in Ireland, and how chearfully 
they engaged for the ſafety of the nation; that if they had 
thought they had been fighting only other people's quarrels, 
perhaps it might have cooled their zeal; and that oe the ' 

ature 
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future they ſhall fit down quietly, and let us do our work 
_ ourſelves; nay, that it is neceſſary they ſhould do ſo, 
ſince they cannot take. up arms under the penalty of high 
treaſon. 

Now, ſuppoſi ing them to have done their duty, as I be-- 
heve they did, and not to trouble them about the fy on the 
wheel *, I thought liberty, property, and religion, had. 
been the three ſubjects of the quarrel ; and have not all 
thoſe been amply ſecured to them? had they at that time a 
mental reſervation for power and employments ? and muſt - 
theſe two articles be added henceforward in our national 
quarrels ? It is grown a mighty conceit among ſome: men, 
to melt down the phraſe of a church eſtabliſhed by lanw, . 
into that of the religion e the magiſtrate ; of which ap- 
Pellation. it is eaſier to find the reaſon than the ſenſe: if by 
the magiſtrate they mean the prince, [the expreſſion in- 
cludes a 2 falſehood ; for when King James was prince], the 
eſtabliſhed church was the ſame it is now. If by the ſame 
word they mean the legiſlature, we defire no more. Be 
that as it will, we of this kingdom believe the church of 
Ireland to be the national church, and the only one eſta- 
bliſhed by law, and are willing by the ſame law to give a 
foleration to Diſſenters; but if once we repeal our /acra- - 
mental teſt, and grant a toleration, or ſuſpend the execu-- 
tion of the penal laws, I do not fee. how we can be ſaid 
to have any eſtabliſhed church remaining; or rather, why. 
there will not be as many eſtabliſhed churches, as there are 
ſecks of Diſſenters. No, ſay they, yours will ſtill be the 
national church, becauſe your biſhops and clergy are main- 
tained by the public: but 7h4at, 1 ſuppoſe, will be of no 
long duration, and it would be very unjult it ſhould ; be- 
cauſe, to ſpeak in Tindal's phraſe, it is not reaſonable that 
revenues ſhould be annexed to one opinion more than an- 
other, when all are equally lawful; and it is the ſame au- 
thor's maxim, That no freeborn ſubject ought to pay for 
. ſpeculations. he woes” not believe. But why. 


. „ Alluding w the fable of 4 fly, who having ſettled on the ſpoke - 
of a wheel belonging to a chariot tbat was driven rapidly along - 
the road, exulted in his own impertance, and cried out, hat a 
a We raiſe ! 

Should 
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ſhould any man, upon account of opinions he cannot help, 
be deprived the opportunity of ſerving his Queen and coun- 
try! their zeal is commendable, and when employments 
go a- begging for want of hands, they ſhall be ſure to have 
the refuſal, only upon condition they will not pretend to 


them upon maxims which equally include Atheiſis, Turks, 


Fews, Infidels, and heretics ; or, which is ſtill more dan- 
gerous, even Papiſis themſelves: the former you allow, 
the other you deny ; becauſe theſe laſt own a foreign power, 
and therefore muſt be ſhut out. But there is no great 
weight in this; for their religion can ſuit with free ſtates, 
with limited or abſolute monarchies, as well as a better; 
and the Pope's power in France is but a ſhadow; ſo that 
upon this foot there need be no great danger to the conſti- 
tution by admitting Papi/ts to employments, I will help 


you to enough of them who ſhall be as ready to allow the 


Pope here as little power as you pleaſe; and the bare opi- 
nion of his being vicar of Chriſt is but a ſpeculative point, 
for which no man it ſeems ought to be deprived the capaci- 
ty of ſerving his country. 


But, if you pleaſe, 1 will tell you the great objection we | 


have againſt repealing this ſame ſacramental teſt, It is, 
that we are verily perſuaded, the conſequence will be an 
entire alteration of religion among us in no great compaſs 
of years. And pray, obferve how we reaſon here in Ire- 
land upon this matter. 571 | 1 
We obſerve the Scots in our northern parts to be a brave 
induſtrious people, extremely devoted to their religion, 
and full of an undiſturbed affection towards each other: 
Numbers of that noble nation, invited by the fertilities of 
the ſoil, are glad to exchange their barren hills of Locha- 
ber by a voyage of three hours, for our fruitful vales of 
Doun and Antrim, fo productive of that grain, which at 
little trouble and leſs expenſe finds diet and lodging for 
themſelves and their cattle. Theſe people, by their ex- 
treme parſimony, wonderful dexterity in dealing, and firm 
adherence to one another, ſoon grow into wealth from the 
ſmalleſt beginnings, never are rooted out where they once 
fix, and increaſe daily by new ſupplies: beſides, when they 
are the ſuperior number in any tract of ground, they are 
not ever patient of mixture; but ſuch whom they cannot 


4 nb, aſſimulate, 
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e//imulate, ſoon find it their intereſt to remove. I have done 
all in my power on ſome land of my own to preſerve 
two or three Engliſh fellows in their neighbourhood, but 
found it impoſſible, though one of them thought he had 
ſufficiently made his court by turning preſbyterian. Add 
to all this, that they bring along with them from Scotland 
a moſt, formidable notion of our church, which they look 
upon at leaſt three degrees worſe than Popery: and it is 
tural it ſhould be fo, fince they come over full fraught 
with that ſpirit which taught them to aboliſh Epiſcopacy at 
home. N e ä 
Then we proceed farther, and obſerve, th:* the gentle - 
men of emplovments here make a very conſiderable num- 
ber in the houſe of Commons, and have no other merit, 
but that of doing their duty in their ſeveral ſtations; 
therefore, when the teſt is repealed; it will be highty rea- 


ſonable they ſhould give place to thoſe who have much 


greater ſervices to plead. The commiſſions of the revenue 
are ſoon diſpoſed of, and the collectors and other officers 
throughout the kingdom are generally appointed by the 
commiſſioners, which gives them a mighty influence in eve- 
ry county. As much may be ſaid of the great offices in 


the law; and when this door is open to let Diſſenters into 


the commiſſions of the peace, to make them high ſheriffs, 
mayors of corporations, and officers of the army and mi- 
litia, I do not fee how it can be otherwiſe, conſidering their 
induſtry and our ſupineneſs, but that they may, in a very 
few years, grow to a majority in the houſe of Commons, 
and conſequently make themſelves the national religion, 
and have a fair pretence to demand the revenues of the 
church for their teachers. I know it will be objected, 
that if all this ſhould happen as I deſcribe, yet the Preſby- 
terian religion could never be made the national by act of 
parliament, becauſe our biſhops are ſo great in number in 


the houſe of Lords; and without a majority there, the 


church could not be aboliſhed. But I have #99 very good 
expedients for that, which I ſhall leave you to gueſs, and 


1 dare ſwear our Speaker here has often thought on, eſpe- 


_ cially having endeavoured at one of them ſo lately, To 
convince you, that this deſign is not ſo foreign from ſome 
Heople's thoughts, I muſt let you know, that an honeſt 


bell: 
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zell- ether * of our houſe (you have him now in Eng- 
land, I wiſh you could keep him there) had the impudence, 
ſome years ago, in parliament-time, to ſhake my Lord 
Biſhop of Kilaloo + by his lawn-ſleeve, and tell him, in a 
threatening manner, that he hoped to live to ſee the day, 
außen there ſhould not be one of his r in the king- 
dom. 

Theſe laſt lines perhaps you think a digreſſion; there- 
fore to return, I have told you the conſequences we fully 
reckon upon from repealing the ſacramental teſt, which 
although the greateſt number of ſuch as are for doing it, 
are actually in no manner of pain about it, and many of 
them care not three pence whether there be any church, or 
no; yet becauſe they pretend to argue from conſcience as 
well as policy and intereſt, I thought it proper to ere 
and anſwer them accordingly. 

Now, Sir, in anſwer to your queſtion, whether if any 
attempt ſhould be made here for repealing the /acramental 
zeſt, it would be likely to ſucceed ?. the number of pro- 
feſſed Diſſenters in this parliament was, as I remember, 
ſomething under a dozen, and I cannot call to mind above 
thirty others who were expected 10 fall in with them. 
This is certain, that the Preſbyterian party having with 
great induſtry muſtered up their forces, did endeavour one 
day, upon occaſion of a hint in my Lord Pembroke's | 
ſpeech, to introduce a debate about repealing the 7e/?- 
clauſe, when there appeared at leaſt four to one odds -a- 
gainſt them; and the ableſt of thoſe who were reckoned 
the moſt ſtanch and thorough- paced Whigs upon all other 
5 fell off with an abhorrence at the firſt mention 
of this 

I muſt deſire you to take notice, that the terms af Whig 
and Tory do not properly expreſs the different intereſts in 
our parliament, [I remember, when I was laſt in Eng- 
land, I told the King, that the higheſt Tories we had with 
us would make tolerable Whigs there: this was certainly 
right, and ſtill in the general continues ſo, _—_ you have 


* Suppoſed to be Mr Broderick. 
+ Dr Lindſay, afterwards Lord Primate. | 
+ Then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 
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fince admitted new characteriſtics, which did not come 
within our definition. ] Whoever bears a true veneration 
for the glorious memory of King William, as our great 
deliverer from Popery and ſlavery; whoever is firmly loy- 
al to our preſent Queen with an utter abhorrence and de- 
teſtation of the 'pretender ; whoever approves the ſucceſ- 
ſion to the crown in the houſe of Hanover, and is for pre- 
ferving the doctrine and diſcipline of the church of Eng- 
land, with an indulgence for ſcrupulous conſciences; ſuch 
a man we think acts upon right principles, and may be 
juſtly allowed a Whzg : and I believe there are not fix 
members in our houſe of Commons, who may not fairly 
come under this deſcription, So that the parties among 
us are made up on one fide of moderate Whigs, and on the 
ether of Presbyterians and their abettors, by which laſt 
I mean ſuch who can equally go to a church or conventicle, 
or ſuch who are indifferent to all religion in general; or, 
laſtly, ſuch who affect to bear a perſonal rancour towards 
the clergy : theſe laſt are a ſet of men not of our own 
growth, their principles at leaſt have been imported of 
hate years; yet this whole party put together will ſcarce, 
I am confident, amount to above fifty men in parliament, 
which can hardly we worked wy into a majority 15 three 
hundred. 

As to the houſe If Lords, the difficulty there i. is con- 
ceived at leaſt as great as in ours. So many of our tem- 
poral peers live in England, that the biſhops are generally 
Pretty near a par of the houſe, and we reckon they will 
be all to a man againſt repealing the zZeff ; and yet their 
Lordſhips are generally thought as good Whigs upon our 
principles as any in the kingdom. There are indeed a few 
hy-lords, who appear to have no great devotion for 
Epiſcopacy; and perhaps one or two more, with whom 
certain potverful motives might be uſed for removing any 
difficulty whatſoever : but theſe are, in no ſort, a number 
to carry any point againſt a conjunction of BY reſt and the 
whole bench of biſhops. 

. Beſides, the whole body of our clergy is ; utterly againſt 
repeiling the 7%, though they are entirely devoted to her 
Majeſty, and hardly one in an hundred, who are not very 
good — in our acceptation of the word, And 1 3 
et 
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tet you know, that we of Ireland are not yet come up to 
other folks refinements, for we generally love and eſteem - 
our clergy, and think they deſerve it; nay, we are apt to 
lay ſome weight upon their opinion, and would not willing- | 
ly diſoblige them, at leaſt, unleſs it were upon ſome great- | 
er point of intereſt than this. And their judgment in the 
preſent affair is the more to be regarded, becauſe they are 
the laſt perſons who will be affected by it: this makes us 
think them impartial, and that their concern is only for re- 
ligion and the intereſt of the kingdom. Becauſe the act 
which repeals the 7%, will only qualify a layman for an 
employment, but not a Presbyterian or Anabaptiſt preach- 
er for a church-living. Now, I muſt take leave to inform 
you, that ſeveral members of our houſe, and myſelf among 
the reſt, knowing ſome time ago what was upon the anvil, 
vent to all the clergy we knew of any diſtinction, and de- 
ſired their judgment in the matter; wherein we found a 
moſt wonderful agreement, there being but one divine that 
we could hear of in the whole kingdom, who appeared of 
a contrary ſentiment, wherein he afterwards ſtood alone 
in the convocation, very little to his credit, though, as he 
hoped, very much to his 7ntere/t. | | 
I will now conſider a little the arguments offered to ſhew _ 
the advantages, or rather the neceſſity of repealing the e 
in Ireland, We are told, the Popiſh intereſt is here ſo 
formidable, that all hands ſhould be joined to keep it un- 
der; that the only names of diſtinction among.us-ought to 
be thoſe of Protęſtant and Papiſt ; and that this expedi- 
ent is the only means to unite all Proteſtants upon one 
common bottom. All which is nothing but nuſrepreſenta- 
tion and miſtake. : 2 Fats” | 
- If we were under any real fear of the Papiſts in this 
kingdom, it would be hard to think us ſe ſtupid, as not 
to be equally apprehenſive with others, ſince we are likely 
to be the greateſt, and more immediate ſufferers: but, on 
the contrary, we look upon them to be altogether as in- 
conſiderable as the women and children. Their lands are 
almoſt entirely taken from them, and they are rendered 
incapable of purchaſing any more; and for the little that 
remains, proviſion is made by the late act againſt Popery, 
that it will daily crumble away: to preyent which, ſome 
Vor. III. X | of 
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of the moſt conſiderable among them are already turned 
Proteſtants, and ſo in all probability will many more. 
Then, the Popiſh prieſts are all regiſtered, and without 
permiſfion (which I hope will not be granted) they can 
have no ſucceſſors; fo that the Proteſtant clergy will find 
it perhaps no difficult matter to bring great numbers over 
to the church; and in the mean time the common people, 
without leaders, without diſcipline, or natural courage, be- 
ing little better than hewers of wood, and drawers of 
mvater, are out of. all capacity of doing any miſchief, if 
they were ever ſo well inclined, Neither are they at all 
likely to join in any conſiderable numbers with an invader, 
having found ſo ill ſuceeſs when they were much more nu- 
merous and powerful; when they had a prince of their 
own religion to head them *, had been trained for ſome 
years under a Popi/h deputy, and received ſuch mighty aids 
rom the French King. 
As to that argument uſed for repealing the 7e/f, that it 
will unite all Proteſtants againſt the common enemy; 1 
wonder by what figure chals gentlemen ſpeak, who are 
pleaſed to advance it: Suppoſe, in order to inereaſe the 
friendſhip between you and me, a law ſhould paſs, that I muſt 
have half your eſtate; do you think that would much ad- 
vance the union between us ? or ſuppoſe I ſhare my fortune 
equally between my own children and a ſtranger, whom 
I take into my protection; will that be a method to unite 
them? It is an odd way of uniting parties, to deprive a 
21ajority of part of their ancient right, by conferring it on 
a faction, who had never any right at all, and therefore 
cannot be ſaid to ſuffer any loſs or injury, if it be refuſed 
them. Neither is it very clear, how far ſome people may 
ſtretch the term of common enemy. How many are there 
of thoſe that call themſelves Proteſtants, who look upon 
our worſhip to be idolatrous as well as that of the Papiſts, 
and with great charity put Prelacy and Popery together as 
terms convertible ? 
And therefore there is one ſmall doubt I would be will- 
1 ingly {atisfied in, before 1 agree to the r of the 


In the reign of King Janine II. and till after the battle of the 
Boyne in 1692, | 
a | teſt 7 
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teſt ; that is, whether theſe ſame Proteſtants, when they 
have by their dexterity made themſelves the national reli- 
gion, and diſpoſed the church-revenues among their pa- 
ftors or themſelves, will be fo kind to allow us Diffenters, 
Ido not ſay a ſhare in employments, but a bare {eration 
by law? The reaſon of my doubt is, becauſe I have been 
ſo very idle as to read above fifty pamphlets written by as 
many Preſbyterian divines, loudly diſelaiming this idol 
toleration, ſome of them calling it (I know not how pro- 
perly) a rag of Pepery, and all agreeing it was to eftabli/n 
iniquity by a law. Now, I would be glad to know, when 
and where their ſucceſſors have renounced this doctrine, 
and before what witneſſes, - Becauſe methinks I ſhould be 
loath ro ſee my poor titular biſhop in partibus ſeized on 
by miltake in the dark for a Jeſuit, or be forced myſelf to 
keep a chaplain diſguiſed like my butler, and ſteal to pray- 
ers in a back room, as my grandfather uſed in thoſe times 
when the church of Eegland was malignart. ts” 


But this is ripping up old quarrels long forgot; Popery 


is now the common enemy, againſt which we mult all u- 
nite; I have been tired in hiftory with the perpetual folly 
of thoſe ſtates who call in foreigners to aſſiſt them agaix f 
a common enemy: but the miſchief was, theſe allies would 
never be brought to- allow, that the common enemy was 
quite ſubdued. - And they had reaſon ; for it proved at 
laſt, that one part of the common enemy was thoſe who 
called them in, and fo the allies became at length the 
maſters. | | | 72 

It is agreed among naturaliſts, that a lion is a larger, a 
ſtronger, and more dangerous enemy chan a cat; yet if a 
man were to have his choice, either a {ion at his foot, 
bound faſt with three or four chains, his teeth drawn out, 
and his claws pared to the quick, or an angry cat in fult 
liberty at his throat; he would take no long time to de- 

termine. ; | | 
l have been ſometimes admiring the wonderful ſigniſi- 
cancy of that word perſecution, and what various inter- 
pretations it hath acquired even within my memory. When 
1 was a boy, I often heard the Preſbyterians complain, that 
they were not permitted to ſerve God in their own way; 
they ſaid they did not repine at our employments, but 
X 2 thought 
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thought that all men who live peaceably ought to haye 
liberty of conſcience, and leave to aſſemble. That impe- 
diment being removed at the revolution, they foon learned 

to ſwallow the ſacramental teſt, and began to take very 
large ſteps, wherein all who offered to oppoſe them, were 
called men of a perſecuting ſpirit, During the time the 
bill againſt occaſional conformity was on foot, perſecution 
was every day rung in our ears, and now at laſt the /acra- 
mental teſt itſelf has the ſame name. Where then is this 
matter likely to end, when the obtaining of one requeſt is 
only uſed as a ſtep to demand another? A lover is ever com- 
plaining of crue/ty, while any thing is denied him; and 
when the lady ceaſes to be cruel, ſhe is from the next 
moment at his mercy : ſo perſecution, it ſeems, is every 
thing, that will not leave it in mens power to per/ecute 

others. | 5 | =. 
| There is one argument offered againſt a /acramental 
teſt by a ſort of men who are content to be ſtyled of the 
church of England, who perhaps attend its ſervice in the 
morning, and go with their wives to a conventicle in the 
afternoon, confeſſing they hear very good doctrine in both. 
Theſe men are much offended, that ſo holy an inſtitution, 
as that of the Lord's ſupper, ſhould be made ſubſervient 
to ſuch mercenary purpoſes as the getting of an employ- 
ment. Now, it ſeems, the law, concluding all men to be 
members of that church where they receive the ſacrament; 
and ſuppoſing all men to live like Chriſtians (eſpecially 
thoſe who are to have employments) did imagine they re- 
ceived the facrament in courſe about four times a-year ; 
and therefore only deſired it might appear by certificate to 
the public, that ſuch who took an office, were members of 
the church eſtabliſhed, by doing their ordinary duty. How- 
ever, /e/t we ſhould offend them, we have often deſired 
they would deal candidly with us : for if the- matter ſtuck 
only there, we would propoſe it in parliament, that every 
man who takes an employment, ſhould, inſtead of recei- 
ving the ſacrament, be obliged to ſwear, that he is a mem- 
ber of the church of Ireland by law eſtabliſked, with Epi- 
ſcopacy, and ſo forth; and as they do now in Scotland, 7 
be true to the kirk, But when we drive them thus far, 
they always retire to the main body of the argument, * 
| | the 
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the hardſhip that men fhould be deprived the liberty of 
ſerving. tlieir Queen and country on account of their con- 
fcience : and in ſhort, have recourſe to the common ſtyle 
of their half-brethren, Now, whether this be a ſincere way 
of arguing, 1 will appeal to any other judgment but theirs. 

There is another topic of clamour ſomewhat parallet 
to the foregoing : it ſeems, by the teſt-claufe, the military 
officers are obliged to receive the ſacrament, as well as. 

the civil, And it is a matter of ſome patience, to hear 
the Diſſenters declaiming upon this occaſion: they cry 
they are diſarmed, they. are uſed like Papiſts : when an 
enemy appears at home, or from abroad; they muſt fit 
ſtill, and ſee their throats cut, or be hanged for high trea- 
ſon if they offer to defend themſelves. Miſerable condi- 
tion! woful dilemma ! it is happy for us all, that the 
pretender was not appriſed of this paſſive Presbyterian prin- 
ciple, elſe he would have infallibly landed in our northern 
parts, and found them all ſat down in their formalities, as 
the Gauls did the Roman ſenators, ready to die with 
Honour in their callings; Sometimes to appeaſe their in- 
dignation, we venture to give them hopes, that in ſuch a. 
caſe the government will perhaps connive, and hardly be ſo 
ſevere to Hang them for defending it againſt the letter 
of the law; to which they readily anſwer; that they will 
not lie at our mercy, but let us fight our battles ourſelves; 
Sometimes we offer to get an act, by which, upon all Po- 
Þi/h inſurrections at home, or Popiſh invaſions from abroad, 
the government fſhalf be impowered to grant commiſſions to 
all Proteſtants whatſoever, without that perſecuting cir- 

cumſtance of obliging them to ay their prayers when they 
receive the ſacrament : but they abhor all thoughts of c- 
caſſonat commiſſions; they will not do our drudgery, and 
we reap the benefit : it is not worth their while to fight 
fro aris et ſocis; and they had rather loſe their eſtates, 
hberties, religion, and lives, than the pleaſure of governs 
inp. : 

But to bring this diſcourſe towards a concluſion: If the 

|  difſenters will be ſatisſied with ſuch a toleration by law, as 

| Hath been granted them in England, I believe the majori- 
| ty of both houſes will falFreadily- in with it; farther it 
| Vill be hard to perſuade this houſe of Commons, and per- 
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haps much harder the next. For, to fay the truth, we 
make a mighty difference here between ſuffering rhi/tles to 

| "Ive among us, and wearing them for pofjes, We are 

ully convinced in our conſciences, that we ſhall always 
tolerate them; but not quite ſo fully that zhey will always 
tolerate us, hes it comes to their turn; and we are the 
majority, and we are in poſſeſſion, 

He who argues in defence of a law in force, not anti- 
quated or obſolete, but lately enacted, is certainly on the 
fafer fide, and N be allowed to point out the dangers he 
conceives to foreſee in the abrogation of it. 

For, if the conſequences of repealing this clauſe ſhould 
at ſome time or other enable the Preſbyterians to work 
themſelves up into the national church; inftead of uni- 
ting Proteſtants, it would ſow eternal diviſions among them, 
Firſt, their own ſects, which now lie dormant, would be 
ſoon at cuffs again with each other about power and pre- 
ferment; and the diſſenting Ep POPs perbaps diſcontent- 
ed to ſuch a degree, as upon ſome fair unhappy occaſion, 
would be able to ſhake the firmeſt loyalty, which none can 
deny theirs to be. 

Neither is it very difficult to donjecture, from ſome late 
proceedings, at what a rate this faction is like to drive, 
here · ever it gets the av//p and the ſeat, They have al- 
ready ſet up courts of ſpiritual judicature in open contempt 

of the laws; they fend miſſionaries every where, without 
| being invited, in order to convert the church of England 
folks to Chriſtianity. They are as vigilant as I know who, 
to attend perſons on their deathbeds, and for purpoſes 
much alike, And what practices ſuch principles as theſe 

(with many other{that might be invidious to mention) may 

pawn, when they axe laid out to the ſun, you may deter- 

mine at leiſure. | 
Laſtly, Whether we are ſo entirely ſure of their Joyalty 

upon the preſent foot of government as you may 1 7 

their detractors make a queſtion, which however does, L 

think, by no means affect the body of Diſſenters: but the 

inſtance produced is of ſome among their leading teachers 
in the north, who having refuſed the ab/uration-oath, yet 


continue their preaching, and have abundance of followers. 


The particulars are out of my head; but the fact is noto- 
| xious 
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rious enough, and I believe hath been publiſhed; I think 
it a pity, it hath not been remedied. 

Thus 1 have fairly given you, Sir, my own opinion, as 
well as that of a great majority in both houſes here, re- 
lating to this weighty affair; upon which I am conſident 

you may ſecurely reckon. I will leave you to make what 
uſe of it you pleaſe. : 


I am with great reſpect, 


Dublin, Dec. 4. 
1708. = a. 


aff Your, &c. 


Some ARGUMENTS againſt enlarging the 
power of Bis Hops in letting of LEASES *. 


Mihi credits, major hereditas venit unicuigue veſtrum in 
tiſdem bonis a jure et a legibus, quam ab its a quibur 
ila ipſa bona relicta ſunt. Cicero pro A. Cæcina. 


Written in the year 1723. 


N handling this ſubject I ſhall proceed wholly upon the 
ſuppoſition, that thoſe of our party who profeſs them- 
 felves members of the church eſtabliſhed, and under the 
apoſtolical government of biſhops, do defire the continu- 
ance and tranſmiſſion of it to poſterity, at leaſt in as good a 
condition as it is at preſent : | becauſe as this diſcourſe is 
not calculated for Diſſenters of any kind, fo neither will 
it ſuit the talk or ſentiments of thoſe perſons, who with the 
denomination of churchmen are oppreflors of the inferior 
elergy, and perpetually quarrelling at the great. incomes of 
the biſhops ; which is a traditional cant delivered down 
from former times, and continued with great reaſon, al- 
though it be now near 200 years ſince almoſt three parts 
in four of the church- revenues have been taken from the 
clergy, beſides the ſpoils that have been gradually made 
* This pamphlet is intermixed with thoſe maſterly ſtrokes 
ef irony, which are ſo-often intermixed in Swifts works. The 
general ſubject of it leads me to recollect a circumſtance much 
to the Dean's honour : he could never be induced to take fines 
for any of the chapter-lands; he always choſe to raiſe the rents, 
as the method leaſt oppreſſtve to the preſent tenant, and moſt 
advantageous to all future tenants- and landlords. He conftant- 
ly refuſed to give charity out of the chapter-funds; which he 
alledged were ſcarce ſufficient to maintain the neceffiry repairs: 
ef the cathedral, Qrrerz; | 
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ever ſince of glebes and other lands by the confuſion of 
times, the fraud of incroaching neighbours, or the power 
of oppreſſors too great to be encountered. | 
About the time of the reformation many Popiſh Biſhops 
of this kingdom, knowing they mult have been ſoon eject- 
ed if they would not change their religion, made long 
leaſes and fee-farms of great part of their lands, reſerving 
very inconſiderable rents, ſometimes only a chiefry, by a 
power they aſſumed directly contrary to many ancient ca- 
nons, yet conſiſtent enough with the common law. This 
trade held on for many years after the biſhops became Pro- 
teſtants; and ſome of their names are {till remembered 
with infamy on account of enriching their families by ſuch 
facrilegious alienations. By theſe means Epiſcopal reve- 
nues were ſo low reduced, that three or four ſees were 
often united to make a tolerable competency. For ſome 
remedy to this evil, King James I. by a bounty that be- 
came a good Chriſtian prince, beſtowed ſeveral forfeited 
lands on the northern biſhoprics : but in all other parts of 
the kingdom the church continued ſtill in the ſame diſtreſs 
and poverty; ſome of the ſees hardly poſſeſſing enough to 
maintain a country-vicar. About the middle of King 
Charles I.'s reign the legiſlature here thought fit to put a 
ſtop at leaſt to any farther alienations; and ſo a law was 
enacted, prohibiting all biſhops and other eccleſiaſtical cor- 
porations from ſetting their lands for above the term of 
twenty-one years; the rent reſerved to be one half of the 
real value of ſuch lands at the time they were ſet, without 
which condition the leaſe to be void, | 
Soon after the reſtoration of King Charles II. the par- 
liament taking into conſideration the miſerable eſtate of the 
church, certain lands by way of augmentation were grant- 
ed to eight biſhops in the act of ſettlement, and confirmed 
in the act of explanation; of which bounty, as I remem- 
ber, three ſees were in a great meaſure defeated ;z but by 
what accidents, it is not here of any importance to relate. 
This at preſent is the condition of the church in Ire- 
land with regard to Epiſcopal revenues : which I have thus 
briefly (and perhaps imperfectly) deduced for ſome infor- 
mation to thoſe whoſe thoughts do not lead them to ſuch 
conſiderations. 5 
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By virtue of the ſtatute already mentioned, under King 
Charles 1. limiting eccleſiaſtical bodies to the term of ewen- 
ty-one years, under the reſerved rent of half real value, 
the biſhops have had ſome ſhare in the gradual 1ife of lands, 
without which they could not have been ſupported with 
any common decency that might become their ſtation, It 
is above eighty years fince the paſſing of that act: the ſce 
of Meath, one of the beſt in the kingdom, was then worth 
about 400 /. per annum ; the poorer ones in the ſame pro- 
portion. If this were their prefent condition, I cannot 
conceive how they. would have been able to pay for their 
patents, or buy their robes : but rhis will certainly be the 


condition of their ſucceſſors, if ſuch a bill ſhould paſs, as 


they ſay is now intended, which I will ſuppoſe ; and be- 
lieve many perſons who may give a vote for it, are not a- 
ware of. 

Hbwever, this is the act which is now attempted to be 
repealed, or at leaſt eluded; ſome are for giving biſhops 
leave to let Ce- farms, . would allow them to let lea- 
De for lives; and the moſt moderate would repeal that 


clauſe, by which the biſhops are bound to let their 1e 
half - value. £2 


The — 705 for the riſe of R in lands are 1 two 
kinds. Of the firſt kind, are long peace and ſettlement 
after the devaſtations of war; plantations, improvements 
of bad ſoil, recovery of bogs and marſhes, advancement 
of trade and manufactures, increaſe of inhabitants, encou- 
ragement of agriculture, and the like. 

But there is another reaſon for the riſe of land, more 
gradual, conſtant, and certain; which will have its effects 
in countries that are very far from flouriſhing in any of 
the advantages L have juſt mentioned: 1 mean the perpe- 


" tual decreaſe in the value of gold and filver. I ſhall diſ- 
courſe upon theſe two different kinds with a view towards 


the bill now attempted. 

As to the ſirſt: I cannot fee how this kingilam 3 is at any 
height of improvement, while four parts in five. of the 
plantations for thirty years paſt have been real diſimprove- 
ments; nine in ten of the quickſet-hedges being ruined for 
want of care or ſkill, And as to foreſt- trees, they being 
often taken out of woods, and planted in ſingle rows on 
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the tops of ditches, it is impoſhble they ſhould grow to be 
of uſe, beauty, or ſhelter, Neither can it be ſaid, that 
the ſoil of Ireland is improved to its full height, while ſo 
much lies all winter under water, and the bogs made almoſt 
deſperate by the ill cutting of the turf, There hath in- 
deed been ſome little improvement in the manufactures of - 
linen and woollen, although very ſhort of perfection; but 
our trade was never in ſo low a condition : and as to agri- 
culture, of which all wiſe nations have been ſo tender, 
the deſslation made in the country by ingroſſing graziers, 
and the great yearly importation of corn from England, 
are lamentable inſtances under what diſcouragement it lies. 
But, notwithſtanding all theſe mortiſications, I ſuppoſe 
there is no well wiſner to his country without a little hope, 
that in time the kingdom may be on a better foot in ſome 
of the articles above mentioned. But it would be hard, 
if eccleſiaſtical bodies ſhould be the only perſons excluded 
from any ſhare in public advantages, which yet can never 
happen, without a greater ſhare of profit to their tenants : 
if God ſends rain equally upon the Juſt and the unjuſt, why 
ſhould thoſe who wait at his altars, and are inſtructors cf 
the people, be cut off from partaking in the general bene- 
fits of law or of nature? 

Baut, as this way of reaſoning may ſeem to bear a more 
favourable eye to the clergy, than perhaps will ſuit with 
the preſent diſpoſition or faſhion of the age ; I ſhall there- 
fore dwell more largely upon the ſecond reaſon for the riſe 
of land, which is he perpetual decreaſe of the value of 
gold and ſilver. 

This may be obſerved from the courſe of the Roman 
hiſtory above two thouſand years before thoſe inexhauſti- 
ble ſilver mines of Potoſi were known. The value of 
an obolus and of every other coin between the time of 
Romulus and that of Auguſtus gradually ſunk above ſive 
parts in fix, as appears by ſeveral paſſages out of the beſt 
authors, And yet the prodigious wealth of that ſtate did 
not ariſe from the increaſe of bullion in the world by the 
diſcovery of new mines, but from a much more accidental 
cauſe, which was the ſpreading of their conqueſts, and 
thereby importing into Rome and 5 the niches of the 
caſt and weſt. - OT. 
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When the ſeat of empire was removed to Conſtantino- 
ple, the tide of money flowed that way without ever re- 


turning; and was ſcattered in Aſia. But when that migh- 


ty empire was overthrown by the northern people, ſuch a 
ſtop was put to all trade and commerce, that vaſt ſums of 
money were buried to eſcape the plundering of the con- 
querors ; and what remained was carried off by thoſe ra- 
vagers. 

It were no difficult matter to compute the value of mo- 
ney in England during the Saxon reigns; but the Monk - 
iſh and other writers ſince the conqueſt have put that mat- 
ter in a clearer light, by the ſeveral accounts they have gi- 
ven us of the value of corn and cattle in years of dearth 


and plenty. Every one knows that King John's whole por- 
tion, before he came to the crown, was but five. thouſand 


pounds, without a foot of land. 
I (have likewiſe ſeen the ſteward's accounts of an an- 
cient noble family in England written in Latin between three 
and four hundred years ago, with the ſeveral prices of wine 
and victuals, to conſirm my obſervations. 
I have been at the trouble of computing (as others have 
done) the different values of money f 


or about four hundred 


years paſt, Henry Duke of Lancaſter, who lived about 


that period, founded an hoſpital in Leiceſter for a certain 
number of old men, charging his lands with a groat a-week 
to each for their maintenance, which is to this day duly 
paid them. In thoſe times, æ penny was equal to ten 


pence halfpenny, and ſomewhat more than half a farthing 


in ours ; which makes about eight ninths difference. 
This is plain alſo from the old cuſtom upon many eſtates 
in England to let for leaſes of lives, (renewable at plea- 
ſure), where the reſerved rent is uſually about twelve pence 
a- pound, which then was near the half real value: and al- 
though the fines be not fixed, yet the landlord gets alto- 
gether not above three ſhillings in the pound of the worth 
of his land: and the tenants are ſo wedded to this cuſtom, 
that, if the owner ſuffer three lives to expire, none of 
them will take a leaſe on other conditions; or if he brings 


in a foreigner who will agree to pay a reaſonable rent, the 


other tenan's by all manner of injuries will make that fo- 


88 W ſo uneaſy, that he mult be forced to quit the 3 1 
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as the late Earl of Bath felt by the experience of above 
ten thouſand pounds loſs. © © 4 1. 
The gradual decreaſe for about two hundred years af- 
ter was not conſiderable, and therefore I do not rely on the 
account given by ſome hiſtorians, that Harry VII. left 
behind him eighteen hundred thouſand pounds; for, al - 
though the Welt Indies were diſcovered before his death, 
and although he had the beſt talents and inſtruments for 
exacting of money ever poſſeſſed by any prince ſince the 
time of Veſpaſian (whom he reſembled in many particulars), 
yet I conceive, that in his days the whole coin of England 
could hardly amount to ſuch a ſum. For in the reign of 
Philip and Mary, Sir -; Cockain of Derbyſhire, the 
beſt houſekeeper of his quality in the county, allowed his 
lady fifty pounds a-year for maintaining the family, one 
pound a-year wages to each ſervant, and two pounds to the 
ſteward ; as I was told by a perſon of quality who had 
ſeen the original account of his oeconomy. Now, this ſum 
of fifty pounds, added to the advantages of a large do- 


main, might be equal to about five hundred pounds a-year 
at preſent, or ſomewhat more than four f/ths.  - 


The great plenty of filver in England began in Queen 
Eliſabeth's reign, when Drake and others took vaſt quan- 
tities of coin and bullion from the Spaniards either upon 
their own American coaſts, or in their return to Spain, 
However, ſo much hath been imported annually from that 
time to this, that the value of money in England, and moſt 


| parts of Europe, is ſunk above one half within the ſpace 


of an hundred years, notwithſtanding the great export of 
filveg for about eighty years paſt to the Eaſt Indies, from 
whence it never returns. But gold not being liable to the 
ſame accident, and by new diſcoveries growing every day 
more plentiful, ſeems in danger of becoming a drug. 

This hath been the progreſs of the value of money in 
former ages, and muſt of neceſſity continue ſo for the fu- 
ture, without ſome new invaſion of Goths and Vandals to 
deſtroy law, property, and religion, alter the very face of 
nature, and turn the world upſide down. 7 

1 muſt repeat, that what I am to ſay upon the ſubject 
is intended only for the conviction of * thoſe: among our 


oun party, who are true lovers of the church, and would 
Vo. III. 2 | be 
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be glad it ſhould continue in a tolerable degree of proſpe- 
Tity to the end of the world. 

The church is ſuppoſed to laſt for ever both in its di- 
ſcipline and doctrine; which is a privilege common to e- 
very petty corporation, who muſt hkewife obſerve the 
laws of their foundation. If a gentleman's eſtate, which 
now yields him a thouſand pounds a- year, had been fer for 
ever at the higheſt value even in the flourifhing days of 
King Charles H. would it now amount to above four or five 
hundred at moſt? What if this had happened two or three 

hundred years ago; would the reſerved rent at this day be 
any more than a ſmall chiefry? Suppoſe the revenues of a 
biſhop to have been under the ſame circumſtances; could 
he _ be able to perform works of hoſpitality and cha- 
_ rny? Thus, if the revenues of a biſhop be limited to a thou» 
ſand pounds a- year; how will his ſucceſſor be in a condition 
to ſupport his ſtation with decency, when the fame deno- 
mination of money thall not anſwer an half, a quarter, or 
an eighth part of that ſam? Which muſt unavoidably be 
the 1 of any bill to elude the limiting act, where: 
by the church was preſerved from utter ruin. | 

The fame reaſon holds good in all corporations whatſo- 
ever, who cannot follow a more; pernicious practice than 
that of granting perpetuities, for which many of them 
ſmart to this day; although the leaders among them are 
often ſo ſtupid as not to perceive it, or ſometimes ſo 
knaviſh as to find their e account in cheating the 
community. 

Several colleges in Oxford were aware of this growing 
evil about an hundred years ago; and inſtead of limiting 
their rents to a certain ſum of money, prevailed with their 
tenants to pay the price of io many barrels of corn to be 
valued as the market went at two ſeaſons (as I remember) 
in the year. For a barrel of corn is of a real intrinſie value, 


which gold and ſilver are not: and by this invention theſe 


colleges: have preſerved a tolerable ſubſiſtence for their fel- 
lows and ſtudents to this day. 

The preſent biſhops will Loaded be no ſufferers by fach 
2 bill; becauſe, their ages conſidered, they cannot expect 
to ſee any great decreaſe in the value of money; or at 
"_ they can make it * in the ſines, which A 1 
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bly be greater than uſual upon the change of leaſes into 
fee · ſarms or lives; or without the power of obliging their 
tenants to a real half- value. And, as I cannot well blame 
them for taking ſuch advantages, (conſidering the nature 
of humankind), when the queſtion is only, whether the 
money ſhall be put into their own or another man's pocket? 
ſo they will never be excuſable before Gd or man, if they 
do not to their death oppoſe, declare, and proteſt aganft 
any fuch bill, as muſt in its conſequences complete the 
ruin of the church, and of their own order in this King- 
dom. EXIF 1 E | 70 N 

If the fortune of a private perſon be diminiſned by tlie 
weakneſs, or inadvertency of his anceſtors, in letting leaſes 
for ever at low rents, the world hes open to his induſtry 
for purchaſing of more; but the church is barred by a dead 
hand; or if it were otherwiſe, yet the cuſtom of making 
bequeſts to it hath been out of practice for almoſt two 
hundred years, and @ great deat directly contrary hath been 
its fortune. 5 

I have been aſſured by a perfon of ſome conſequence, 
to whom I am likewiſe obliged for the account of ſome 


| other facts already related, that the late * Bifhap' of Salif- 


bury (the greateſt Mhig of that bench in his days) confeſſ- 
ed to him, that the liberty which biſhops in England have 
of letting leafes for lives would, in his opinion, be one day 
the ruin of Epiſcopacy there; and thought the church in 
this kingdom happy by the limitation · act. | 1 
And have we not already found the effect of this dif- 
ferent proceeding in both kingdoms ? Have not two Eng- 
lh prelates quitted their peerage and feats in parliament, 
in a nation of freedam, for the fake of a more ample re- 
venue even in this unhappy kingdom, rather than he under 
the mortification of living below their dignity at home ? 
for which however they cannot be juſtly cenſared. 1 
know indeed ſome perſons, who offer as an argument for 
repealing the limiting- bill, that it may in future ages pre- 
vent the practice of providing this kingdom with biſhops 
from England, when the only temptation will be removed. 
And they alledge, that, as things have gone for ſome years 
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palt, gentlemen” will grow diſcouraged from ſending their 
{ons ro the univerſity, and from ſuffering them to enter in- 
to holy orders, when they are. likely to languiſh under a 
curacy or {mall vicarage to the end of their lives: but this 
is all a vain imagination; for the decreaſe in the value of 
money will equally affect both kingdoms : and beſides, 
when biſhoprics here grow too ſmall to invite over men of 
credit and conſequence, they will be left more fully to the 
diſpoſal of a chief governor, who can never fail of ſome 
worthleſs illiterate chaplain, fond of a title and precedence, 
Thus will that whole bench in an age or two be compoſed 
of mean, ignorant, fawning gownmen, humble ſuppliants 
and dependents upon the court for a morſel of bread, and 
Teady to ſerve every turn that ſhall be demanded from 
them in hopes of getting ſome commendam tacked to their 
fees ; which mult then be the trade, as it is now too much 
in England, to the great diſcouragement of the inferior 
clergy. Neither is that practice without example among 
us, | 55 i | 

It is now about eighty-five years ſince the paſſing of that 
limiting- act, and there is but one inſtance in the memory 
of man of a biſhop's leaſe broken upon the plea of not be- 
ing ſtatutable; which, in every; body's opinion, could have 


been loſt by no other perſon than he who was then tenant, 


and happened to be very ungracious in his cbunty. In the 


- preſent * Biſhop of Meath's caſe that plea did not avail, 


although the leaſe were notoriouſly unſtatutable; the rent 
reſerved being, as I have been told, not a ſeventh part of 
the real value; yet the jury upon their oaths very gravely 
found it to be according to the ſtatute z and one of them 
was heard to ſay, that he would eat his ſhocs before he 
would give a verdict for the biſhop. A very few more 
have made the ſame attempt wich as little ſucceſs,” Every 
biſhop and other eccleſiaſtical body reckon forty pounds in 
an hundred to be a reaſonable half- value; or if it be only 
a third part, it ſeldom or never breeds any difference be- 
tween landlord and tenant. But when the rent is fram five 
to nine or ten parts leſs than the worth, the Biſhop, if he 


conſults the good of his ſee, will be apt to expoſtulate; and 


* Dr Evans, a Welchman. - | 
the 
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the tenant, if he be an honeſt man, will have ſome regard to 
the reaſonableneſs and juſtice of the demand, fo as to yield 
to a moderate advancement, rather than engage in a ſuit, 
where law and equity are directly againſt him. By theſe 
means the biſhops have been ſo true to their truſts, as to 
procure fome fmall ſhare in the advancement of rents; 
although it be notorious, that they do not receive the 
third penny (fines included) of the real value of their lands 
throughout the kingdom. 8 
was never able to imagine what inconvenience could 
accrue to the public by one or two thouſand pounds a- year 
in the hands of a Proteſtant Biſhop, any more than of a 
lay perſon *, The former, generally ſpeaking, liveth as 
piouſly and hoſpitably as the other; pays his debts as 
honeſtly; and fpends as much of his revenue among his 
tenants + beſides,” if they be his immediate tenants, you 
may diſtinguiſn them at firſt fight by their habits and hor- 


ſes; or if you go to their houſes, by their comfortable 
way of living. But the misfortune is, that fuch immediate 


tenants, generally ſpeaking, have others under them, and fo 
a third and fourth in fubordination, till it comes to the abel 
der, (as they call him), who fits at a rack-rent, and lives as 
miſerably as an Iriſh farmer upon a new leaſe from a lay 
landlord, But ſuppoſe a biſhop happens to be avaricious, 
tas being compoſed of the ſame ſtuff with other men), the 
conſequence to the public is no worſe than if he were a 
ſquire; for he leaves his fortune to his ſon or near relation, 
who, if he be rick enough, will never think of entering in- 
to the church. 4 ; 

And as there can be no diſadvantage to the public in a 
Proteſtant country, that a man ſhould hold lands as a Bi- 
/hop, any more than if he were a temporal perſon; fo it 


is of great advantage to the community, where..a biſhop 


Bves as he ought to do. He is bound in conſcience to re- 
fide in his dioceſe, and by a ſolemn promiſe to keep ho- 
fpitahty; his eſtate is ſpent in the kingdom, not remitted 
to England; he keeps the clergy to their duty, and is an 


This part of the paragraph is to be apphed to the period 
when the whole was written, which was in 1723, When ſeveral 
of Queen Anne's biſhops were living, $2 


Y 3 | example 
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example of virtue both to them and the people. Suppoſe 
him an ill man; yet his very character will with-hold him 
ſrom any great or open exorbitancies. But in fact it muſt 
be allowed, that ſome biſhops of this kingdom within 
twenty years paſt have done very ſignal and laſting acts of 
public charity; great inſtances whereof are the * late and 
T preſent- Primate, and the Lord 4 Archbiſhop of Dublin 
that now is, who bath left memorials of his bounty in many 
parts of his province. I might add the Biſhop of | Raphoe, 
and ſeveral others: not forgetting the late Dean of Down, 
Dr Pratt, who beſtowed -one thouſand pounds upon the 
univerſity; which foundation, (that I may obſerve by the 
way), if the bill propoſed ſhould paſs, would be in the 
{ame circumſtances with the Biſhops, nor ever able again 
to advance the ſtipends of the fellows. and, ſtudents, as 
lately they found it neceſſary to do; the determinate ſum 
appointed by the ſtatutes for commons being not half ſuf- 
ficient by the fall of money to afford neceſſary ſuſtenance, 
But the paſſing of ſuch a bill muſt put an end to all eccle- 
ſiaſtical beneficence for the time to come; and whether 
this will be ſupplied by thoſe who are to reap the benefit, 
better than it hath been done by the grantees of impro- 
priate tithes, who received them upon the old church-con- 
ditions of keeping hoſpitality, it will be eaſy to conjec- 

1 | "FE, wk 3 
To alledge, that paſſing ſuch a bill ey be a good 
encouragement to improve biſhops lands, is a great error, 
Is it not the general method of landlords to wait the expi- 
ration of a leaſe, and then cant their lands to the higheſt 
bidder? And what ſhould hinder the ſame courſe to be 
taken in church-leaſes, when the limitation is removed of 
paying half the real value to the Biſhop ? In riding through 
the country how few improvements do we ſee upon the 
eſtates of laymen, farther than about their own domains? 
To fay the truth, it is a great misfortupe'as well to the 
public as to the Biſhops themſelves, that their lands are 
generally let to lords and great ſquires, who in reaſon 
were never deſigned to be tenants; and therefore may na- 

*®* Dr Marſh, } Dr King. 
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turally murmur at the payment of rent, as a ſubſervieney 
they were not born to. If the tenants to the church were 
honeſt farmers, they would pay their ſines and rents with 


chearfulneſs, improve their lands, and thank God they 


were to give but a moderate half- value for what they held. 
I have heard a man of a thouſand pounds a- year talk with 


great contempt of biſhops leaſes, as being on a worſe foot 


than the reſt of his eſtate ; and he had certainly reaſon : 
my anſwer was, that ſuch leaſes were originally intended 


only for the benefit of induſtrious huſbandmen, who would 


think it a great bleſſing to be ſo provided for, inſtead of 
having his farm ſcrewed up to the height; not. eating one 
comfortable meal in a year, nor able to ind hoes for his 
children. 

I know not any advantage that can accrue e by oh a bill, 
except the preventing of perjury in jurymen, and falſe 
dealing in tenants; which is a remedy like that of giving 
my money to an highwayman, before he attempts to take 
it by force; and ſo I ſhall' be ſure to prevent the fin of 
robbery, 

I had wrote ve far, ble thought: to — * an end; 


when a bookſeller ſent me a ſmall pamphlet, intitled, The 


caſe of the laity, with ſome queries ; full of the ſroogelt 
malice againſt the clergy, that I have any where met with 
ſince the reign of Toland, and others of that tribe. Theſe 
kinds of advocates do infinite miſchief to oux 600 
CAUSE by giving grounds to the unjuſt reproaches of 
ToRIES and JaconirEs, who charge us with being 
enemies to the church. If 1 bear an hearty unfeigned 
loyalty to his Majeſty King GEORGE and the houſe 
of Hanover, not ſhaken in the leaſt by the hardſhips we 
lie under, which never can be imputable to ſo gracious a 
prince; if I ſincerely abjure the PRETENDER, and all 
Pois n SUCCESSORS ; if I bear a due veneration to the 
glorious memory of the late King WILLIAM, who 
preſerved theſe kingdoms from Porery and SLAVERY 
with the expenſe of his blood, and hazard of his life; 
and laſtly, if I am for a proper indulgence to all Diſent- 
ers, I think nothing more can be reaſonably demanded of 
me as a Writs, and that my political catechifm is full and 
complete, But Whoever, under the ſhelter of that party- 
| denomination, 
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; denomination, and of many great profeſſions of loyalty; 


would deſtroy, or undermide, or injure the CHURCH eſta- 
bliſhed ; I utterly diſown him, and think he ought ro chuſe 
another name of diſtinQion for himſelf and his adherents. 
I came mto the cauſe upon other principles, which by the 
grace of God I mean to preſerve as long as I live, Shall 
we juſtify the accuſations of our adverfaries ? Hoc 1thacus 
velit, — The Torrts and J4coBiTES will behold us, 
with a malicious pleaſure, determined upon the ruin of our 
friends, For is not the preſent fer of biſhops almoſt en- 
tirely of that number, as well as a great majority of the 
principal clergy ? And a ſhort time will reduce the whole 
dy vacaneies upon death. 

An impartial reader, if he pleaſes to examine what | 
have already ſaid, will eaſily anſwer the bold queries in 


the pamphlet 1 mentioned; he will be convinced, that % 


reaſon till firengly exiſte, fer which that limiting law 
was enacted. A reaſonable man will wonder, where ean 
be the inſuſſerable grievance, that an ecelefiaſtical landlord 
ſhould expect a moderate or a third part value in rent for 
his lands, when his title is at /caff as ancient and as legal 
as that of a layman; whois yet but feldom guilty of giving 
ſuch beneficial bargains. Has the nation been thrown into 
confuſion ? And have many poor families been ruined by 
rack - rents paid for the lands of the church? does the na- 
tion cry out to have a law that muſt in time ſend their 
biſhops a-begging? But, God be thanked, the chamours of 
enemies to the church is not yet the cry, and 1 hope will 
never prove the voice of the nation. The clergy, I con- 
ceive, will bardly allow that the people maintain them, 
any more than in the ſenſe that all landlords whatfoever are 
maintained by the people. Such affertions as theſe, and 
the infinuations they carry along with them, proceed from 


principles which cannot be avowed by thoſe who are for 
preſerving the happy conſtitution in church and flate, 


Whoever-were the propoſers of ſuch queries. it might have 
provoked a bold writer to retaliate, perhaps with more 
juſtice than prudence, by ſhewing at whoſe door the grie · 
vance hes, and that the biſhops. af leaſt are not to anſ wer 
for the poverty of tenants. 
To gratify this great reformer, who efilarges dis Ppif. 
copal 
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copal rent - roll almoſt one half, let me ſuppoſe: that all the 
church · lands in the kingdom were thrown up to the laity; 
would the tenants in ſuch a caſe fit eafier in their rents 
than they do now? Or, would the money be equally 
ſpent in the kingdom? No; the farmer would be ſcrewed. 
up to the utmoſt penny by the agents and ſtewards of ab- 

ſenteet, and the revenues employed in making a figure at 
London; to which city a full third part of the whole in- 
come of Ireland is annually returned, to anſwer that 5 
article of maintenance for Iriſh landlords. \ 

Another of his quarrels is againſt p/aralities and non- 

reſidence. As to the former, it 1s a word of ill name, but 
not well underſtood. The clergy having been ſtripped of 
the greateſt part of their revenues, the glebes being gene- 
rally loſt, the ſithes in the hands of laymen, the churches 
demoliſhed, and the country depopulated; in order to 
preſerve a face of Chriſtianity, it was neceſſary to unite 
ſmall vicarages ſufficient to make a tolerable maintenance 
for a. miniſter. The profit of ten or a dozen of theſe 
uniont ſeldom amounts to above eighty or an hundred 
pounds a year. If there be a very few dignitaries, whoſe 
preferments are perhaps more liable to this accuſation, it 
is to be ſuppoſed, they may be favourites of the time; 
or perſons of /uperior merit, for whom there hath ever 
been ſome indulgence in all governments. 
As to non reſidence, I believe there is no Chriſtian 
country upon earth, where the clergy have leſs to anfwer 
for upon that article. I am confident there are not ten 
clergymen in the kingdom, who, properly ſpeaking, can be 
termed non-reſidents: for ſurely we are not reckon in 
that number thoſe who for want of glebes are forced to 
retire to the neareſt neighbouring village for a cabin to 
put their heads in; the leading man of the pariſn, when 
he makes the greateſt clamour, being leaſt diſpoſed to ac - 
commodate the miniſter with an acre of ground. And 
indeed, conſidering the diſſiculties the clergy lie under up- 
on this head, it hath been frequent matter of wonder to 
mne, how they are able to perform that part of their duty 
ſo well as they do. 


There 
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There is a * noble author, who hath lately addreſſed 
to the houſe of Commons an excellent diicourſe for the 
encouragement of agriculture; fall of moſt uſeful binty, 
which I hope that Honourable aſſembly will conſider as they 
deſerve, I am not a ſtranger to his Lordſip; and ex- 
cepting in what relates to the church, there are few per- 
ſons with whoſe opinions I am better pleaſed to agree; and 
am therefore grieved when I find him charging the incon- 
veniencies in the payment of 7zthes upon the clergy and 
their proctorrt. His Lordſhip is above conſidering a very 
known and vulgar truth, that the meaneſt farmer hath all 
manner of advantages againſt the moſt power/ul clergymen, 
by whom it is impoſſible he can be wronged, although the 
miniſter were ever ſo evil diſpoſed; the whole fyſtem of 7ei- 
zing, perplexing, and defrauding the proctor, or his maſter, 
being as well known to every ploughnun, as the reaping or 


Towing of his corn, and much more artfully practiſed. Be- 


ſides, the leading man in the parith muſt have his 7/#hes at his 
own Tate, which is hardly ever above one-quarter of the 


value. And 1 have heard it computed by many ſkilful 


obfervers, whoſe intereſt was not concerned, that the cler- 


_ gy did not receive throughout the kingdom one half of 


what the laws have made their due. | 
As 10 his Lordſbip's diſcontent againſt the Biſhops court, 
I ſhall not interpofe farther than in venturing my private 
opinion, that the clergy would be very glad to recover 
their juſt dues by a more Hort, deciſive, and compulſive 
method, than ſach a ven er and limited nne will 
His Lordihip is not the only perſons difpoſed to give the 
clergy the honour of being the ſole enconragers- of all new 
improvements. If hops, ' hemp, flax, and twenty things: 
more are to be planted, the clergy alone malt reward the 
induſtrious farmer by abatement of the the, What if 
the owner of nine parts in ten woald pleaſe to abate pro- 
porrionably in his rent for every acre thus improved? 
Would not x man juſt dropt from the clouds, upon a full 


* judge the demand to be at leaſt as e! 2 85 


9 The late Lord Moleſworth, 
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| I believe no man will diſpute his Lordſhip's title to his 
eftate; nor will I the as divinum of titles, which he 
mentions with ſome emotten, I ſuppoſe the affirmative 
would be of little advantage to the clergy, for the ſame 
reaſon that a maxim in /aw hath more weight in the 
world than an article of fairh, And yet I think there 
may be ſuch a thing as ſacrilage; becauſe it is frequently 


mentioned by Greek and Roman authors, as well as 


deſcribed in holy aurit. This I am ſure of, that his Lord- 
ſhip would at any time excuſe a PARLIAMENT for not 
concerning itſelf in his properties without his own conſent. 

The obſervations I have made upon his Lordſhip's diſ- 
courſe, have not, I confeſs, been altogether proper to my 
ſubject: however, ſince he hath — pleaſed therein to 
offer ſome propoſals to the houſe of Commons with rela- 
tion to the clergy, I hope he will excuſe me for differing 
from him ; which proceeds from his own principle, the 
deſire of defending liberty and property, that he hath ſo 
ſtrenuouſſy and conftantly maintained. 

But the other writer openly declares for a law i impower- 
ing the biſhops to ſet /ee-farms; and fays, Whoever in- 
timates, that they avill deny their conſent to ſuch a rea- 
ſonable law, which the whole nation cries for, are ene- 
mies to them and the church. Whether this be. his real 
opinion, or only a ſtrain of mirth and irony, the matter is 
not much. However, my ſentiments are ſo directly con- 
trary to his, that, I think, whoever impartially reads 
and conſiders what I have written upon this argument, 
hath either no regard for the church eſtabliſhed under the 
hierarchy of biſhops, or will never conſent to any law that 
ſhall repeal or elude the limiting-clauſe relating to the 
real half-value, contained in the act of parliament decimoe 
Carali, For the preſervation of the inheritance, rights, 1 
profits of lands belonging to the church and perſons ecele- 
/taſtical ; which was grounded upon N that do ſtill 
and muſt for ever ſubliſt. 
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The PxESBYTERIANS PLEA of MERIT in 
order to take off the TEST, impartially ex- 
amined. | loa 


Written in the year 1731 *. 


E have been told in the common news- papers, that 
| all attempts are to be made this ſeſſion by the 
Presbyteriant and their abettors for taking off the teſt ; as 
a kind of preparatory ſtep to make it go down ſmoother in 
England. For if once their light would ſo ſhine, the Pa- 
piſts delighted with the blaze would all come in and dance 
about it. This I take to be a prudent method; like that 
of a diſcreet phyſician, who firſt gives a new medicine to 
a dog, before he preſcribes it to a human creature f. 


* See a letter on this ſubject, p. 234. of this volume; which 
was reprinted in Ireland on the ſame occaſion that produced 
this and the three following tracts. 55 | | 

+ The author begins this tract in the true vein of wit and ſpi- 
rit, by faying, ------ We have been told in the common news- 
papers, that all attempts are to be made this ſeſſion by the Pre/by- 
terians and their abettors for taking off the teſt; as a. kind of 
preparatory ſtep to make it go down ſmoother in England For 
if once their light would ſo ſhine, the Pafiſts delighted with the 
blaze would all come in and dance about it. This I take to 
be a prudent method; like that of a diſcreet phyſician, who firſt 
gives a new medicine to a dog, before he preſcribes it to a hu- 
man creature.” ----- I have quoted this ſhort paſſage for the 
ſtyle, as well as the matter; and I dare fay, even from hence 
you will be confirmed in one general obſervation, that Swift 
maintains and conducts his metaphors and alluſions, with a juſt- 
neſs particularly delicate and exact, and without the leaſt ſtiff. 
neſs or affectation. I have formerly mentioned in what degree 
of contempt and hatred he held the Diſſenters, eſpecially the 
Preſbyterians [above, p. 235.]; and I need. only add, that as 
this pamphlet was written for the meridian of Ireland, it ought 
to have been placed with the other tracts on the fame ſubject. 
Orgery .------- And ſo it is placed in this edition. | 
=o | The 
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The Presbyterians have, ever ſincè the revolution, di- 
rected their learned caſuiſts to employ their pens on this 
ſubject, by ſnewing the merits and pretenſions upon which 
they claim this juſtice, as founded upon the ſervices they 
did towards the reſtoration of King Charles II., and at 
the revolution under the Prince of Orange. Which pleass 
I take to be the moſt ſingular in their kind, that erer 
were offered in the face of the ſun, againſt the moſt glaring 
lights of truth, and againſt a continuation of public facts 
known to all Europe for twenty years together. I ſhall 
therefore impartially examine the merits and conduct of 
the Presbyterians upon thoſe two great events, and the 
pretenſions to favour which they challenge upon them. 

Soon after the reformation of the church in England 
under Edward VI. upon Queen Mary's ſucceeding to the 
crown (who reſtored Popery), many Proteſtants fled out 
of England to eſcape the perſecution raiſed againſt the 
church, as her brother had left it eſtabliſhed. Some of 
theſe exiles went to Geneva; which city had received 
the doctrine of Calvin, and rejected the government of 
biſhops; with many other refinements. Theſe Engliſh 
exiles readily embraced the Geneva ſyſtem ; and having 
added further improvements of their own, upon Queen 
Mary's death returned to England; where they preached 
up their new opinions, inveighing bitterly againſt Epi/ſco- © 
pacy, and all rites and ceremonies, however innocent and 
ancient in the church ; building upon this foundation, to 
run as far as poſhble from Popery even in the molt minute 
and indifferent circumſtances. This faction, under the 
name of Puritan, became very turbulent during the whole 
ceign of Queen Eliſabeth, and were always diſcouraged 
by that wiſe Queen, as well as by her two ſucceſſors. 
However, their numbers as well as their inſolence and 
perverſeneſs ſo far increaſed, that ſoon after the death of 
King James I. many inſtances of their petulancy and 
ſcurrility are to be ſeen in their pamphlets written for 
ſome years after (which was a trade they began in the 
days of Queen Eliſabeth), particularly with'great rancour 
againſt the biſhops, the habits, and the ceremonies : ſuch 
_ vere thoſe ſcurrilous libels under the title of Martin Mar- 
prelate, and Nveral others. And although the Earl of 

Vol. III. 2 Clarendon 
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Clarendon tells us, until the year 1640 (as 1 remember) 
the kingdom was in a (fate of perfect peace and happineſs, 
without the leaſt appearance of thought or deſign rowards 
making any alterations in religion or government; yet I 
have found by often rummaging for old books in Little 
Britain and Ducklane, a great number of pamphlets print- 
ed from the year 1630 to 1640, full of as bold and im- 
pious railing expreſſions. againſt the lawful power of the 
crown, and the order of biſhops, as ever were uttered 
during the rebellion or the whole ſubſequent tyranny of 
that fanatic anarchy, However, I find it manifeſt, that 
Puritaniſm did not erect itſelf into a new ſeparate ſpecies 
of religion till ſome time after the rebellion began. For 
in the- latter times of King James I. and the former 
part of his fon, there were ſeyeral Puritan biſhops, . 
and many Puritaz private clerygmen ; while people went 
as their inclinations led them to hear preachers of each 
party in the parih- -churches, for the Puritan clergy had 
received Epiſcopal orders as well as the reſt. But ſoon af- 
ter the rebellion broke out, the term Puritan gradually 
dropt, and that of Presbyterian ſucceeded ; which ſect was 
in two or three years eſtabliſhed in all us forms, by what 
they called an ordinance of the Lords and Commons, with- 
out conſulting the King, who was then at war againſt his 
rebels. And from this period the church. continued under 
perſecution, until monarchy was reſtored in the year 
1 660. 

In a year or two after we began to hear of a new party 
riſen, and growing in the 1 as well as the army, 
under the name of Independent it ſpread indeed ſome- 
what more in the latter; but not equal with the Prethz- 
terians either in weight or number, until the very time the 
King was murdered. 

When the King, who was then a oriſonee i in the iſle of 
Wight, had made his laſt conceſſions for a peace to the 
commiſſioners of the parliament, who attended him there; 

upon their return to London they reported his Majelty's 
anſwer in the houſe, Whereupon a number of moderate 
members, who, as Ludlow ſays, had ſecured their own 
terms with that prince, managed with ſo much art, as to 
obtain 
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obtain a majority in a thin houſe, for paſſing a vote, that 
the King's conceſſions were a ground for a future ſettle- 
ment. But the great officers of the army, joining with the 
diſcontented members, came to a reſolution of excluding all 
thoſe who had conſented to that vote; which they exe- - 
cuted in a military way. Ireton told Fairfax the general, 
a rigid Presbyterian, of this reſolution ; who thereupon 
iſſued his orders for drawing out the army the next morn- 
ing, and placing guards in Weſtminſter-hall, the court of” 
requeſts, and the /obby ; who, in obedience to the General, 
ia conjunction with thoſe members who had oppoſed the 
vote, would let no member enter the houſe except thoſe of - 
their own party. Upon which the queſtion for bringing 
the King to juſtice was immediately put, and carried with- 
out oppoſition that I can find. Then an order was made 
for his trial; the time and place appointed ; the judges 
named, of whom Fairfax himſelf was one ; although by 
the advice of threats of his wife he declined fitting among 
them. However, by freſh orders under his own hand. 
which I have ſent in print, he appointed guards to attend the 
judges at the trial, and to keep the city in quiet; as he did 
likewiſe to prevent any oppolition from the people upon 
the day of execution. . _ 

From what J have already deduced it appears manifeſt, 


that the differences between thoſe two ſeas, Prerbyteriatt 


and Independent, did not then amount to half ſo much as 
what there is between a Mhig and Tory at preſent among 
us. The defign of utterly extirpating monarchy and Epi- 
ſcopacy was equally the fame in both: evidently the con- 
ſequence of the very ſame principles, upon which the Pre/- 
byterians alone began, continued, and would have ended 


in the ſame events; if towards the concluſion they had not 


been bearded by that new party, with whem they could 
not agree about dividing the ſpoil. However, they held a 
good ſhare of civil and military employments during the 
whole time of the uſurpation; and their names, actions, 
and preferments, are frequent in the accounts of thoſe 
times, For I make no doubt, that all the prudent P#e/- 
byterians complied in proper ſeaſons, falling in with the 
ſtream; and thereby got that ſhare in employments which 
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many of them held to the reſtoration ; ” and perhaps too 
many of them after, In the ſame manner we find our wi- 
feſt Tories in both kingdoms, upon the change of hands 
and meaſures at the Queen's death, have endeavoured for 
ſeveral years by due compliances to recover the time they 
had loſt by a temporary obſtinacy ; wherein they have well 
ſucceeded, acording to their degrees of merit; of whoſe 
names I could here make honourable mention, if 1 did not 
fear it might offend their modeſty. As to what is alledged, 

that ſome of the Presbyterians declared openly againſt the 
King's murder; I allow it to be true. But from what mo- 
tives? No other can poſſibly be aſſigned than perfect ſpite, 
rage, and envy, to find themſelves wormed out of all 
power by a new infant · ſpawn of Independents ſprung from 
their own bowels. It is true, the differences in religious 
tenets between them are very few and triſſing; the chief 
quarrel, as far as I remember, relating to congregational and 
national aſſemblies. But where-ever intereſt or power-think 
fit to interfere, it little imports what principles the oppo- 
ſite parties think fit to charge upon each other: for we ſee 
at this day, that the Tories are more hated by the whole 
ſet of zealous 1/higs, than the very Papiſts themſelves ; 
and in effe&t as much unqualified for the ſmalleſt office: 
although both theſe parties aſſert themſelves to be of the 
fame religion in all its branches of doctrine and diſcipline; 
and profeſs the ſame loyalty to the ſame Prete/tant King 
and his heirs, 
If the reader would know what became of this Inde - 
pendert party, upon whom all the miſchief is charged by 
their Presbyterian brethren, he may pleaſe to obſerve, that 
during the whole uſurpation they contended by degrees with 
their parent ſect, and, as I have already ſaid, fhared in em- 
ployments; and gradually, after the reſtoration, mingled 
with the maſs of Presbyterians ; lying ever ſince undiſtin- 
.guiſhed in the herd of Difenters. 
The Prerbyterian merit is of as "IP moths, when 

they alledge themſelves inſtrumental towards the King's 
reſtoration, The kingdom grew tired with thoſe ridicu- _ | 
lous models of government: firſt, by a houſe of Lords and 
Commons without a * then * Biſhops; _ 

wards 
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wards by a Rump * and Lords Temporal ; then by a Rump 
alone; next by a ſingle perſon for life, in conjunction with 
a Council; by Agitators ; by Major- generals; by a new 
kind of Repreſentatives from the three kingdoms ; ; by the 
Keepers of the Liberties of England ; with other ſchemes 
that have ſlipt out of my memory. Cromwell was dead; 

his ſon Richard, a weak ignorant wretch, who gave up his 
monarchy much in the ſame manner with the two uſurping 
Kings of Brentford y; the people haraſſed with taxes and 


other oppreſſions. The king's party, then called the Cava- 


liert, began to recover their ſpirits. The few nobility ſcat- 
tered through the kingdom, who lived in a moſt retired 


mannner, obſerving the confuſion of things, could no longer 
endure to be ridden by bakers, coblers, brewers, and the 


like at the head of armies, and plundering every where 
like French dragoons. The Namp aſſembly grew deſpi- 
cable to thoſe who had raiſed them: the city of London- 
exhauſted by almoſt twenty years contributing to their 
own ruin, declared againſt them. The Rump, after ma- 
ny deaths and reſurrections, was in the moſt contemptuous 
manner kicked out, and burnt in effigy. The excluded 
members were let in: a free parliament called in as legal a 
manner as the times would allow ; and the King reſtored. 
The ſecond claim of Presbyterian merit 1s founded up- 
on their ſervices againſt the dangerous deſigns of King 


James II. while that prince was uſing all his endeayours to 


introduce Popery, which he openly profeſſed upon his co- 
ming to the crown ; to this they add their eminent ſervi- 
ces at the revolution under the Prince of Orange. 

Now, the quantum of Preibyterian merit during the 
four years reign of that weak, bigotted, and ill-adviſed 


prince, as well as at the time of the revolution, will 


eaſily be computed by a recourſe to a great number of 
hiſtories, pamphlets, and public papers, printed in thoſe 


times and ſome afterwards; beſides the verbal teſtimonies 


of 8. ee yr are, who. are old 3 to have 


This name was Veen io that part of the houſe of Commons, 
which remained after the moderate men v had. been FORE by 


military force. Hawkeſ. _ 
+ In the Rehearſal, Hawkeſ. 
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known and obſerved the Diſſenters conduct in that critical 
period. + : 
It is agreed, that upon King Charles II.'s death, ſoon 
after his ſucceſſor had publicly owned himſelf a Roman-Ca- 
tholic, he began with his firſt careſſes to the church-party 
from whom having received very cold diſcouraging an- 
ſwers, he applied to the Presbyterian leaders and teach- 
ers; being adviſed by his-prieſts and Popiſh courtiers, that 
the ſafeſt method towards introducing his own religion 
would be by taking off the /acramental teſt, and giving a 
full liberty of conſcience to all religions, (1 ſuppoſe that 
profeſſed Chriſtianity). It ſeems that the Presbyrerians in 
the latter years of King Charles II. upon account of certain 
plots (allowed by Bifhop Burnet to be genuine) had been for 
a ſhort time forbid to hold their conventicles. _Whereup- 
on thefe charitable Chriſtians, ont of perfect reſentment 
againſt the church, received the gracious offers of King 
James with the ſtrongeſt profeſſions of loyalty, and highelt 
acknowledgments for his favour. I have ſeen ſeveral of 
their addreſſes, full of thanks and praiſes, with bitter in- 
ſtmmuations of what they had ſuffered; putting themſelves 
and the Papi/ts upon the ſame foot, as fellow - ſufferers 
for conſcience; and with the ſtyle of our brethren the Ro- 
inan Catholics. About this time began the project of clo- 
feting, (which hath ſince been practiſed many times with 
more art and ſacceſs), where the principal gentlemen of the 
kingdom were privately catbchifed by his Majeſty, to know, 
whether, if a new parliament were called, they would a- 
gree to paſs an act for repealing the ſacramental teſt, and 
_ eſtabliſhing a general liberty of conſcience. But he recei- 
ved fo little encouragement, that deſpairing of ſucceſs, he 
had recourſe to his diſpenſing power, which the judges had 
determined to be part of his prerogative. By colour of 
this determination he preferred ſeveral Presbyterians, and 
many Papi/ts, to civil and military employments. While 
the King was thus buſied, it is well known that Monſieur 
Fagel, the Dutch envoy in London, delivered the opinion 
of the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, concerning the re- 
peal of the %; whereof the King had ſent an account to 
their Highneſſes, to know how far they approved of it. 
The ſubſtance of their anſwer, as reported by Fagel, 2 | 
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this, That their Higbneſſes thought very auell f à liber- 
ty of conſcience ; but by no means of giving employments 
to any other perſons than thoſe who were of the naticnal 
church. This opinion was confirmed by ſeveral reaſons : 
cannot be more particular, not having the paper by me, 


although it hath been printed in many atcounts of thoſe 


times. And thus much every moderate churchman would 
perhaps ſubmit to: but to truſt any part of the civil power 
in the hands of thoſe, whoſe intereſt, inclination, con- 
ſcience, and former practices have been wholly turned to 
introduce a different ſyſtem of religion and government, hath 
very few examples in any Chriſtian ſtate; nor any at all in 


Holland, the great patroneſs of univerſal toleration. 


Upon the ficſt intelligence King James received of an in- 


tended invaſion by the Prince of Orange, among great num- 


bers of apiſtt to increaſe his troops he gave commiſſions 
to ſeveral Presbyterians; ſome of whom had been officers 
under the Rump; and particularly he placed one Richards, 
a noted Prerbyterian, at the head of a regiment, who had 


been governor of Wexford in Cromwell's time, and is of- 


ten mentioned by Ludlow in his memoirs. This regiment 
was raiſed in England againſt the Prince of Orange: the 


Colonel made his ſon a captain, whom I knew, and who 


was as zealous a Prerbyterian as his father. However, at 


the time of the Prince's landing, the father, eaſily foreſeeing 


how things would go, went over, like many others, to the 
Prince, who continued him in his regiment; but cominę 


Derry, he behaved himſelf ſo like either a coward or 


traitor, that his regiment was taken from him. | 


I will now conſider the eonduct of the church - party du- 
ring the whole reign of that unfortunate King. They were 
ſo unanimous againſt promiſing to paſs an act for repealing 


the teſt, and eſtabliſhing a general liberty of conſcience, 


that the King durſt not truſt a parliament ; but encouraged 
by the profeſſions of loyalty given him by his Presbyterian 
friends, went on with his diſpenſing: power. 2 
The church-clergy at that time are allowed to have 
written the beſt collection of tracts againſt Popery, that e- 
ver appeared in England; which are to this day in the 


higheſt eſteem. But, upon the ſtricteſt inquiry, I could 


never 
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never hear of above one or two papers publiſhed by the 
Presbyterians at that time upon the ſame ſubject. Seven 
great Prelates (he of Camerbury among the reſt) were ſent 
to the tower for preſenting a petition, wherein they defired 
to be excuſed in not obeying an illegal command from the 
King. The Biſhop of London, Dr Compton, was ſum- 
moned to anſwer before the commiſhoners for eccleſiaſtical 
affairs, for not ſuſpending Dr Sharp (afterwards Archbiſhop 
of York) by the King's command. If the Presbyterians 
. expreſſed the ſame zeal upon any occaſion, the inſtances of 
it are not, as I can find, left upon record, or tranſmitted 
by tradition. The proceedings againſt Magdalen college 
in Oxford, for refuſing to comply with the King's man- 
date for admitting a profeſſed Papi/ upon their founda- 
tion, are a ſtanding proof of the courage and firmneſs in 
religion ſhewn by that learned ſociety to the ruin of their 
fortunes, The Presbyterians know very well, that 1 
could prduce many more inſtances of the ſame kind. But 
theſe are enough in ſo ſhort a paper as I intend at preſent, 
It is indeed very true, that after King William was 
ſettled on the Engliſh throne, the Prebyterians began to 
appear, and offer their credentials, and demand favour : 
and the new King having been originally bred a Calviniſt, 
was deſirous enough to make them eaſy (if that would do 
it) by a legal toleration; although in his heart he never 
| bore much affection to that ſect; nor deſigned to favour 
them farther than as it ſtood with, the preſent ſcheme of 
politics; as I have long ſince been aſſured by the greateſt 
men of Whig principles at that time in England. | 
It is likewiſe true, nor will it be denied, that when the 
_ King was poſſeſſed of the Engliſh crown, and the remain- 
der of the quarrel was left to be decided in this kingdom; 
the Presbyterians wiſely choſe to join with the Proteſtant 
army, rather than with that of King James their old friend, 
whoſe affairs were then in a manner deſperate. They 
were wile enough to know, that this kingdom divided a- 
gainſt itſelf could never prevail againſt the united power 
of England. They fought pro aris et focis ; for their 
eſtates and religion; which latter will never ſuffer ſo much 
by the church of England, as by that of Rome, where 
they are counted heretics as well as we: and conſequent- 
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ly they have no other game to play. But what merit 
they can build upon having joined with a Proze/iant army, 
under a King they acknowledged, to defend their own li- 


| berties and properties againſt a Popi/þ enemy under an ab- 


dicated King, is, I confeſs, to me abſolutely inconceive- 
able; and, I believe, will equally be ſo for ever to any 
reaſonable man. „ wh ES 
When theſe ſectaries were ſeveral years ago making the 
ſame attempt for aboliſhing the teſt, many groundleſs re- 
ports were induſtriouſly and ſeaſonably ſpread of an inya- 
fion threatened by the pretender on the north of Ireland. 
At which time the Presbyterians in their pamphlets ar- 
gued in a menacing manner, that if the pretender ſhould 
invade thoſe parts of the kingdom where the numbers 
and eſtates of the Diſſenters chiefly lay, they would fir 
ſtill, and /et us fight our own battles ; ſince they were to 
reap no advantage, which ever fide ſhould be victors. If 
this were the courſe they intended to take in ſuch a caſe, 


I deſire to know, how they could contrive ſafely to ſtand 


neuters, otherwiſe than by a compact with the pretend- 
er and his army to ſupport their neutrality, and protect 


them againſt the forces of the crown ? This is a neceſſary 


ſuppoſition ; becauſe they muſt otherwiſe have inevitably 
been a prey to both. However, by this frank declaration 


they ſufficiemly ſhewed their good-will, and confirmed 


the common charge laid at their door, that a Scottiſh or 
northern Presbyterian hates our Epiſcopal eſtabliſhed 
church more than Popery itſelf. And the reaſon for this 
hatred is natural enough; becauſe it is the church alone 
that ſtands in the way between them and power; which 
Popery doth not. | * Nr 

Upon.this occaſion I am in ſome doubt, whether the 
political ſpreaders of thoſe chimerical invaſions made a 
judicious choice in fixing the northern parts of Ireland for 
that romantic enterpriſe. Nor can I well underſtand the 
wiſdom of the Presbyterians in countenancing and con- 


firming thoſe reports; becauſe it ſeems to caſt a moſt in- 


famous reflection upon the loyalty and religious principles 
of their whole body: for if there had been any truth in 
the matter, the conſequence muſt have been allowed, 
that the pretender counted upon more aſſiſtance Rom bis 
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father's friends the Pretbyterians by chuſing to land ig 
thoſe very parts, where their number, wealth, and power 
moſt prevailed, rather than among thoſe of his own reli- 
gion. And therefore in charity to this ſect I rather incline 
to believe, that thoſe reports of an invaſion were formed 
and ſpread by the race of ſmall politicians, in order to do 
a ſeaſonable job. | 7 

As to Popery in general, which for a thouſand years 


paſt hath been introducing and multiplying corruptions 


both in doctrine and diſcipline; I look upon it to be the 
molt abſurd ſyſtem of Chriſtianity profeſſed by any nation. 
But I cannot apprehend this kingdom to be in much dan. 
ger from it. The eſtates of Papiſts are very few; crum- 

ing into ſmall parcels, and daily diminiſhing ; their com- 
mon people are ſunk in poverty, ignorance, and cowardice ; 
and of as little conſequence as women and children, 
Their nobility and gentry are at leaſt one half ruined, 
baniſhed, or converted: they all ſoundly feel the ſmart of 
what they ſuffered in the laſt Iriſh war-: ſome of them are 
already retired into foreign countries ; others, as I am 
told, intend to follow them; and the reſt, I believe to 
a man, who ſtill poſſeſs any lands, are abſolutely de- 
termined never to hazard them again for the ſake of eſta- 
bliſhing their ſaperſtition. If it hath been thought fit, as 
fome obſerve, to abate of the law's rigour againſt Popery 
in this kingdom, I am confident it was done for very wiſe 
teaſons, conſidering the fituation of affairs abroad at dif- 
ferent times, and the intereſt of the Proteſtant religion in 
general. And as I do not find the leaſt fault in this pro- 
ceeding; ſo I do not conceive why a ſunk, diſcarded par- 
ty, who neither expect nor defice any thing more than a 
quiet life, ſhould under the names of High-fliers, Jaco- 
bites, and many other vile appellations, be charged ſo 
often in print and at common tables with endeavouring to 
introduce Popery and the pretender ; while the Papiſts ab- 
hor them above all other men on account of ſeverities a- 
gainſt their prieſts in her late Majeſty's reign, when the 
now dicbanded reprobate party was in power. This I 
was convinced of ſome years ago by a long journey into 
the ſouthern parts; where I had the curiofity to ſend for 

many prieſts of the pariſhes I paſſed through, and to my 
„ great 
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great ſatisfaction found them every where abounding in 
profeſſions of loyalty to the late King George; for which 
they gave me the reaſons above mentioned; at. the ſame 
time complaining bitterly of the hardſhips they ſaffered un- 
der the Queen's laſt miniſtry. 5] | 
I return from this digreſhon to the modeſt demands of 
the Presbyterians for a repeal of the ſacramental teſt, as 
a reward for their merits at the re/toration and the revolu- 
tion; which merits I have fairly repreſented, as well as 
my memory would allow me. If I have committed any 
miſtakes, they muſt be of little moment. The facts and 
principal circumſtances are what I haye obtained and digeſt- 
ed from reading the hiſtories of thoſe times written by each 
party; and many thouſands have done the fame as well as 
I, who ? am ſure have in their minds drawn the ſame con- 
cluſions. | 9 RP 
This is the faction, and theſe the men, who are now 
reſuming their applications, and giving in their bills of me- 
rit to both kingdoms upon two points, which of all others 
they have the leaſt pretenſions to offer. I have collected 
| the facts with all poſſible impartiality from the current 
| hiſtories of thoſe times; and have ſhewn, although very 
briefly, the gradual proceedings of thoſe ſectaries, under 
| the denominations of Puritans, Presbyterians, and Inde- 
| pendents, for about the ſpace of an hundred and eighty 
| years, from the beginning of Queen Eliſabeth to this pre- 


ſent time. But notwithſtanding all that can be ſaid, theſe 
very ſchiſmatics (for ſuch they are in temporals as well as 
ſpirituals) are now again expecting, ſoliciting, and demand- 
ing, (not without inſinuated threats, according to their 
cuſtom), that the parliament ſhould fix them upon an equal 
foot with the church eſtabliſhed. I would fain know to 
what branch of the legiſlature they can have the forehead 
to apply. Not to my Lords the Biſhops ; who mult have 
often read how the predeceſſors of this very faction, acting 
upon the ſame principles, drove the whole bench out of 
the houſe 5; who were then, and hitherto continue, one of 
the three eſtates : not to the temporal peers, the ſecond of 
the three eſtates, who muſt have heard, that immediately 
after thoſe rebellious fanatics had murdered their King, 


they voted 3 houſe of Lords to be uſeleſs and gangen 
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and would let them fit no longer, otherwiſe than when 
elected as Commoners: not to the houſe of Commons; 
who muſt have heard. that in thoſe fanatic times the 
Presbyterian and Independent commanders in the army 
by military power expelled all the moderate men out of 
the houſe, and left a rump to govern the nation: laſtly, 
not to the crown; which thoſe very ſaints deſtined to 
rule the earth trampled under their feet, and then in cold 

blood murdered the bleſſed wearer. 5 

But the ſeſſion now approaching, and a clan of diſſenting 
teachers being come up to town from their northern head- 
quarters, accompanied by many of their elders and agents, 
and ſupported by a general contribution to ſolicit their 
eſtabliſhment with a capacity of holding all military as 
well as civil employments, I think it high time that this 
paper ſhould ſee the light. However, I cannot conclude 
without freely confefling, that if the Presbyterians ſhould 
obtain their ends, I could not be ſorry to find them miſ- 
taken in the point, which they have moſt at heart by the 
repeal of the te; I mean the benefit of employments, 
For after all, what affurance can a. Scottiſh northern Diſ- 
ſenter born on Triſh ground have, that he ſhall be treated 
with as much favour as a TRUE SCOT born beyond the 
Tweed ? 1 1 S | e 
I am ready enough to believe, that all I have ſaid will 
avail but little, I have the common excule of other men, 
when I think myſelf bound by all religious and civil ties to 
diſcharge my conſcience, and to warn my countrymen up- 
on this important occaſion, It is true, the advocates for 
this ſcheme promiſe a new world after this bleſſed work 
ſhall be completed; that all animoſity and faction muſt 
immediately drop; that the only diſtinction in this kingdom 
will then be of Papiſt and Proteſtant : for as to Whig 
and Tory, high- church and low-church, Jacobite and Ha- 
noverian, court and country party, Engliſh and Iriſh in- 
tereſts, Diſſenters and Conformiſts, new light and old 
light, Anabaptiſt and Independent, Puaker and Mugęle- 
fonian ; they will all meet and jumble together into a per- 
fect harmony at the ſeſſions and aſſtzes, on the bench and 
in the revenues, and upon the whole, in all civil and milita- 
ry truſts, not excepting the great councils of the 12 
| or 
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For it is wiſely argued thus: That a kingdom being no more 
than a larger knot of friends met together, it is againſt the 
rules of good manners to ſhut any-perſon out of the com- 
pany, except the Papiſir, who profeſs themſelves of ano- 
ther club. | | | 
I am at a loſs to know, what arts the Presbyterian ſect 
intends to uſe in convincing the world of their loyalty to 
kingly government, which, (long before the prevalence, or 


even the birth of their Independent rivals), as ſoon as the 


King's forces were overcome, declared their principles to 


be againſt monarchy, as well as Epiſcopacy and the houſe 


of Lords, even until the King was reſtored: at which event 
although they were forced to ſubmit to the preſent power, 


yet I have not heard, that they did ever to ti is day re- 


nounce any one principle, by which their predeceſſors then 
acted; yet this they have been challenged to do, or at 
leaſt to ſhew that others have done it for them, by a cer- 
tain * Doctor, who, as I am told, hath much employed 
his pen 1n the like diſputes, I own they will be ready 
enough to inſinuate themſelves into any government: bur 
if they mean to be honeſt and upright, they will and muft 
endeavour by all means, which they ſhall think lawful, to 
introduce and eſtabliſh their own ſcheme of religion, as 
neareſt approaching to the word of God, by caſting out all 
ſuperſtitious ceremonies, eccleſiaſtical titles, habits, dif- 
tinctions, and ſuperiorities, as rags of Popery, in order 
to a thorough reformaticn; and as in charity bound to 
promote the ſalvation of their countrymen, wiſhing with 
St Paul, that the whole kingdom were as they are. But 
what aſſurance will they pleaſe to give, that when their 
ſect ſhall become the national eſtabliſhed worſhip, they will 
treat us DiSSENTERS as we have treated them? Was 
this their courſe of proceeding during the dominion of the 


| ſaints? Were not all the remainders of the Epiſcopal 


church 1n thoſe days, eſpecially the clergy, under a per- 
lecution for above a dozen years equal to that of the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians under Heathen emperors ? That this pro- 
ceeding was ſuitable to their principles, is known enough; 
for many of their preachers then writ books expreſsly a- 


Ihe late Dr Tiſdel, who died June 1736. 
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gainſt allowing any liberty of conſcience in a religion 
different from their own; producing many arguments 
to prove that opinion, and among the reſt one frequent- 
ly inſiſted on; that allowing ſuch a liberty would be to 
eſtabliſh iniquity by a law *, Many of theſe writings are 
yet to be ſeen; and I hear have been quoted by the Doctor 
above mentioned, | 

As to their great objection of proſtituting that holy in- 
ſtitution, the blefſed ſacrament, by way of a teſt before 
admittance into any employment; I aſk, whether they 
would not be content to receive it after their own man- 
ner for the office of a judge, for that of a commiſſioner 
in the revenue, for a regiment of horſe, or to be a lord 
Juſtice. I believe they would ſcruple it as little, as a long 
grace before and after dinner, which they can ſay without 
bending a knee; for as I have been told, their-manner of 


taking bread and wine in their conventicles is performed 
with little more ſolemnity than at their common meals, 


And therefore, ſince they look upon our practice in recei- 


ving the elements to be idolatrous, they neither can nor 


ought in conſcience to allow us that liberty, otherwiſe 
than by connivance, and a bare toleration, like what is 
permitted to the Papiſis. But leſt we ſhould offend 
them, I am ready to change this teſt. for another; although 


I am afraid, that ſanctiſied reaſon is by no means the point 


where the difficulty pinches, and is only offered by pre- 
tended churchmen; as if they could be content with our 
believing, that the impiety and profanation of making the 
{acrament a teſt were the only objection. I therefore pro- 
poſe, that before the preſent law be repealed, another may 
be enucted; that no man ſhall receive any employment be- 
fore he ſwears himſelf to be a true member of the church 
of Ireland, in doctrine and diſcipline, &c. and that he will 
never frequent or communicate with any other form of 


worſhip. It ſhall likewiſe be further enacted, That who- 


ever offends, Oc. ſhall be fined five hundred pounds, im- 
priſoned for a year and a day, and rendered incapable of 


all public truſt for ever. Otherwiſe I do inſiſt, that thoſe 


* See many hundred quotations to prove this, in the treatiſe 


pic us, 
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pious, indulgent, external profeſſors of our national reli- 
gion ſhall either give up that fallacious hypocritical reaſon 
for taking off the teſt, or freely confeſs, that they deſire 
to have a gate wide open for every ſect without any teſt 
at all, except that of {wearing loyalty to the King: which 
however, conſidering their principles with regard to mo- 
narchy yet unrenounced, might, if they would pleaſe to 
look deep enough into their own hearts, prove a more bit- 
ter teſt, than any other that the law hath yet invented. 

For from the firſt time that theſe ſectaries appeared in 
the world, it hath been always found by their whole pro- 
ceedings, that they profeſſed an utter hatred to kingly 
government. I can recolle& at preſent three civil eſta- 
bliſnments, where Calviniſts and ſome other reformers 
who rejected Epiſcopacy, poſſeſs the ſupreme power; and 
theſe are all republics; I mean, Holland, Geneva, and 
the reformed Swiſs cantons. I do not ſay: this in diminu- 
tion or diſgrace to commonwealths; wherein I confeſs I 
have much altered many opinions under which I was edu- 
cated, having been led by ſome obſervation, long experience, 
and a thorough deteſtation for the corruptions of mankind : 
inſomuch that I am now juſtly liable to the cenfure of 
Hobbes, who complains, that the youth of England im- 
bibe ill opinions from reading the hiſtories of ancient 
Greece and Rome, thoſe. renowned ſcenes of liberty and; 
every virtue, | 

But as to monarchs, who muſt be ſuppoſed well to ſtudy: 
and underſtand their own intereſt; they will beſt conſi- 
der, whether thoſe people, who in all their actions, preach- 
ings, and writings have openly declared themſelves: againſt 
regal power, are to be fafely placed in an equal degree 
of favour and truſt with thoſe who have been always 
found the true and only friends to the Engliſh eftabliſh- 
ment. From which conſideration, I could have added one 
more article to my new teſt, if I had thought it worth my 
time. 

I have been aſſured by fome perſons who were preſent, 
that ſeveral of theſe diſſenting teachers, upon their ſirſt 
arrival hither to ſolicit the repeal of the teſt, were plea- 
ſed to expreſs their gratitude by publicly drinking the 
healths of certain eminent patrons, whom they pretend to 
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have found among us. If this be true,-and that the teſt 
muſt be delivered up by the very ſuperiors appointed to 
defend it, the affair is already in effect at an end. What 
ecret reaſons thoſe patrons may have given for ſuch a 
return of brotherly love, I ſhall not inquire : for, O my foul, 
come not thou into their ſecret; unto their aſſembly, mine 
honour, be not thou united. For in their anger they flew 
a man, and in their ſelf-will they digged dbwn a wall. 
Curſed be their anger, for it was fierce ; and their wrath, 
fer it wwas cruel, I will divide them in Jacob, and 
ſcatter them in Iſrael. 


The ADVANTAGES propoſed by repealing the | 
SACRAMENTAL TEST, impartially conſi- 
dered.. 


Written in the year 1732. 


W Hoever writes impartially upon this ſubject, muſt 
do it not only as a mere ſecular man, but as one 
who is altogether indifferent to any particular ſyſtem of 
Chriſtianity, And I think, in whatever country that reli- 
gion predominates, there is one certain form of worſhip and 
ceremony, Which is looked upon as the eſtabliſhed ; and 
conſequently, only the prieſts of that particular. form are 
maintained at the public charge; and all civil employments 


beſtowed among thoſe: who comply (at leaſt outwardly) 
with the ſame eſtabliſhment. 


This method is ſtrictly obſerved, even 2 our neigh-- 
bours the Dutch, who are confeſſed to allow the fulleſt” 
liberty of conſcience of. any: Chriſtian ſtate; and yet are 
never known to admit any perſons into civil offices, who do- 
not conform to the legal worſhip, As to their military 
men, they are indeed not ſo ſcrupulous; being by the na- 
ture of their government under a neceſſity of hiring foreign 
troops of whatever religious denomination upon every 
great emergency, and maintaining. no ſmall number in time 
of peace. 

This caution therefore of making one eſtabliſhed Faithrs 
ſeems to be univerſal, and founded upon the ſtrongeſt rea- 
{ons, the miſtaken or affected zeal of obſtinacy and en- 
thuſiaſm having produced ſuch a number of horrible de- 
ſtructive events throughout all Chriſtendom For who- - 
ever begins to think the national worſhip is wrong in any 
important article of practice or belief, will, if be be ſeri- 
ous, naturally have à zeal to make as many proſelytes as 
he can: and a nation may poſſibly have an hundred dif- - | 
ferent ſects with their leaders; every one of which hatk : 
an equal right to plead, that they muſt obey God rather 
2 ann 
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than man ; mult cry aloud and ſpare not, mult lift up 


their voice like a trumpet. 
This was the very caſe of England during the fanatic 
times. And againſt all this there ſeems to be no defence, 
but that of ſupporting one eſtabliſhed form of doctrine and 
diſcipline ; leaving the reſt to a bare hberty of conſeience, 
but without any maintenance or encouragement from the 
ublic. 
b Where - ever this national religion grows ſo corrupt, or 
is thought to do ſo by a very great majority of landed 
people joined to the governing party, whether prince or 
ſenate, or both, it ought to be changed; provided the work 
might be done without blood or confuſion. Vet, whenever 
uch a change ſhall be made, ſome other eſtabliſhment muſt 
ſucceed, although for the worſe; allowing all deviations, 
that would break the union, to be only tolerated. In this 
fenſe, thoſe who affirm that every law which is contrary 
to the law of God, is void in itſelf, ſeem to be miſtaken: 
for many laws in Popi/h kingdoms and ſtates, many more 
among the Turks, and perhaps not a few in other coun- 
Eries,, are directly againſt the divine laws; and yet, God 
knows, are very far from being void. in the executive 
part, | | 
l Thus, for inſtance, if the three eſtates of parliament in 
England (whereof the Lords Spiritual, who repreſent the 
church, are one) ſhould agree and obtain the royal affent 
to aboliſh Epiſcopacy, together with the liturgy, and the 
whole frame of the Engliſh church, as burthenſome, dan- 
gerour, and contrary to holy ſcripture ; and that Preſ- 
bytery,. Anabaptiſm, Buakeriſm, Independency, Muggle- 
- fonianiſm, Browniſm, Familiſin, or any other ſubdivided 
Te& among us, ſhould be eſtabliſhed in its place: without 
queſtion all peaceable ſubjects ought paſſively to ſubmit; 
and the predominant ſect muſt become the religion eſta- 
bliſhed; the public maintaining no other teachers, nor ad- 
mitting any perſons of a different religious profeſſion into 
civil offices, at leaſt if wer een be to preſerve the 
nation in peace. | 
Suppoling then, that the preſent ſyſtem of religion were 
aboliſhed ; and Presbytery, which I find ſtands the faireſt, 
with its ſyneds and claſſes, and all its forms and ceremo- 
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own opinions, and worrying all who differ from them, 
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mes eſſential or circumſtantial, were erected into the na- 
tional worſhip : their teachers, and no others, could have 


any legal claim to be ſupported at the publie charge, whe- 


ther by ſtipends or tithes; and ven cb the reſt of the ſame 
faith to be capable of civil employm 

If there be any true reaſoning in oy have laid down, | 
it ſhould ſeem, that the project now in agitation for repeal- 
ing the et- act, and yet leaving the name of an eſtabliſh-- 
ment to the prefent national- church, is altogether incon- 
ſiſtent; and may admit of conſequences, which thoſe who. 
are the moſt-indifferent to any religion at all, are poſſibly 
not aware of. 

I preſume, whenever the 72/? ſhall be repealed, which 
obliges all men who enter into office under the crown, to 
receive the ſacrament according to the rites of the church 


of Ireland; the way to employments will immediately be 


left open to all Diſſenters, (except Papiſis ), whoſe con- 


ſciences can ſuffer them to take the common oaths in ſuch 


caſes preſcribed ; after which, they are qualified to fill any. 
lay-ſtation in this kingdom, from that of chief governor to. 
an exciſeman, - 

Thus, of the three judges on each bench the firſt may 
be a Presbyterian, the ſecond a free-will Baptiſt, and 
the third a Ghurchman ; the Lord Chancellor may be an 
Independent; the revenues may be managed by ſeven com- 


miſſioners of as many different ſets; and the like of all 


other employments : not to mention the ſtrong probabi- 
lity, that the lawfulneſs of taking oaths may be revealed 


to the Quakers, who then will ſtand upon as good a foot: 


for preferment, as any other loyal ſubjects. It is ob- 


vious to imagine, under ſuch a motley ad-niniftration. of af- 


fairs, what a claſhing there will be of intereſt and inclina- 


tions; what pullings and hawlings backwards and for- 


wards; what a zeal and bias in each religioniſt to ad- 
vance his own tribe, and depreſs the others. For I ſup- 


poſe nothing will be readier granted, than that how indif- 
ferent ſoever moſt men are in faith and morals, yet, whe- 


ther out of artifice, natural complexion, or love of con- 
tradiction, none are more obſtinate in maintaining their 


than 
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than thoſe who publicly ſhew the leaſt ſenſe either of re- 
ligion or common honeſty. 

As to the latter, Biſhop Burnet tells us, that the Pref- 
byterians in the fanatic times profeſſed themſelves. to be 
above morality ; which, as we find in ſome of their wri- 
tings, was numbered among the beggarly elements: and ac- 


cordingly at this day no ſcruples of conſcience with regard 


to conformity are, in any trade or calling, inconſiſtent with 
the greateſt fraud, oppreſſion, perjury, or any other vice. 
- This brings to my memory a. paflage in Montaigne, of 
a common proſtitate, . who, in the ſtorming of a- town, 
when a ſoldier came up to her chamber and offered vio- 
lence to her chaſtity, rather choſe to venture her neck by 


leaping out of the window than ſuffer a. rape; yet till 


continued her trade of. lewdneſs, . while the. had any cu- 
ſtomers left. 

I confeſs, that, in my private an, an unlimited 
permiſhon of all ſets whatſoever (except Papiſts) to en- 
joy employments would be leſs pernicious to the public, 
than a fair ſtruggle between two contenders; becauſe, in 
the former caſe, ſuch a jumble of principles might poſh. 


bly have the effect of contrary poiſons mingled together; 
which a ſtrong conſtitution might perhaps be able for ſome - 


time to ſurvive. . 


But however I: ſhall take the other and more probable . 


ſuppoſition, that this battle for employments is to be 


fought only between the Presbyterians, and thoſe. of the 
church yet eſtabliſhed. T- ſhall not enter into the merits. 


of either ſide by examining, which of the. two is the bet- 
ter ſpiritual ceconomy, or which is moſt ſuited to our ci- 
vil conſtitution ;- but the queſtion turns upon this point; 


when the Predbyterians ſhall have got their ſhare of em- 


ployments, (which muſt be one full half, or elſe they 
cannot look upon themſelves as fairly dealt with), I atk, 
whether they ought not by their own principles, and by 
the ſtricteſt rules of conſcience, to. uſe the utmoſt of their 
ſkill, power, and influence in order to reduce the whole 


kingdom to an- uniformity in religion, both as to doctrine 
and diſcipline moſt agreeable to the word of God, Where- 


in if they can ſucceed without blood, (as under the pre- 


ſent Gſpolition of thipgs it is very poſſible they! __ it 
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is to be hoped they will at laſt be ſatisfied : only I would 
warn them of a few difficulties. The firſt is of compro- 
miſing among themſelves that important controverſy about 
the old light and the zew ; which otherwiſe may after 
this eſtabliſhment ſplit them as wide as Papi/t and Prote/t- 
ant, Whig and Tory, or Ghurchman and Diſſenter; and 
conſequently the work will be to begin again: for in re- 
ligious quarrels it is of little moment, how few or {ſmall _ 
the differences are ; eſpecially when the diſpute is only a- 
bout power, Thus the zealous Presbyterians of the North 
are more alienated from the eſtabliſhed clergy, than from the 
Romiſh prieſts ; taxing the former with idolatrous worſhip, 
as diſguiſed Papiſis, Ceremony-mongers, and many other 
terms of art; and this for a very powerful reaſon ; becauſe 
the clergy ſtand in their way, which the Popiſh prieſts do 
not, Thus I am aſſured that the quarrel between / and 
new light men is managed with more rage and rancour, than 
any other diſpute of the higheſt importance ; and this, be- 
cauſe it ſerves to leſſen or increaſe their ſeveral congrega- 
tions, from whom they receive their contributions. 
Another difficulty, which may imbarraſs the Presby- 
terians after their eſtabliſhment, will be, how to adjuſt 
their claim of the &;r&'s independency on the civil power, 
with the. conſtitution of this monarchy; a point ſo deli- 
cate, that it hath often filled the heads of great patriots 
with dangerous notions of the church-clergy without the 
leaſt ground of ſuſpicion. - | 
As to the Presbyterians allowing liberty of conſcience 
to thoſe of Epiſcopal principles, when their own Kirk ſhall 
be predominant ; their writers are fo univerſally agreed in 
the negative, as well as their practice during Oliver's reign, 
that I believe no reaſonable churchman (who muſt then be 
a Diſenter) will expect it. | 
I ſhall here take notice, that in the diviſion of employ - 
ments among the Presbyterians after this approaching re- 
peal of the te- act, ſuppoſing them in proper time to have 
an equal ſhare, the odds will be three or four to one on 
their ſide in any farther ſcheme they may have towards 
making their religion national. For & reckon all thoſe 
gentlemen ſent over from England, whatever religion they 
profeſs or have been educated in, to be of that party : 
| | | mes 


200 THE ADVANTAGES PROPOSED 


ſince it is no mark of prudence for any perſons to oppoſe 
the current of a nation, where they are in ſome ſort only 
ſojourners; unleſs they have it in direction. 

If there be any maxim in politics not to be controlled, 
it muſt be the following: That thoſe whoſe private intereſt 


is united with the intereſt of their country, ſuppoſing them 


to be of equal underſtanding with the reſt of their neigh- 
bours, will heartily wiſh, that the nation ſhould thrive, 
Out of theſe are indubitably excepted all perſons who are 
ſent from another kingdom to be employed in places of 
proſit or power; becauſe they cannot poſſibly bear any af- 
feclion to the place where they ſojourn, even for life; 
their ſole buſineſs being to advance themſelves by follow- 
ing the advice of their principals, I except likewiſe thoſe 
perſons who are taken into offices, although natives of 
the land; becauſe they are greater gainers while they keep 
their offices, than they could poſſibly be by mending the 
miſerable condition of their country. ff 

I except, thirdly, all hopers, who by balancing accounts 
with themſelves turn the ſcale on the ſame fide ; becauſe 
the ſtrong expectation of a good certain ſalary will out- 
weigh the loſs by bad rents received out of lands in mo- 
neyleſs times. | 4 

If my Lords the Biſhops, who, I hear, are now employ- 
ed in a ſcheme for regulating the conduct and maintenance 
of the inferior clergy, ſhall in their wiſdom and piety, and 
love of the church, conſent to this repeal of the 7e/?, I have 
not the leaſt doubt, that the whole reverend body will 
chearfully ſubmit to their ſpiritual fathers; of whoſe pa- 


ternal tenderneſs for their welfare they have already found 


ſo many amazing inſtances. 

E am not therefore under the leaft concern about the 
clergy on this account. They will ( for ſome time) be no 
great ſufferers by this repeal; becauſe 1 cannot recolle& 
among all our ſets any one that giveth latitude enough 
to take the oaths required at an inſtitution to a church. li- 
ving ; and until that bar ſhall be removed, the preſent E- 
piſcopal clergy are ſafe for two years. Although it may 
be thought ſomewhat unequal, that in the northern parts, 
where there may be three Diſſenters to one Churchman, 
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the whole revenue ſhall be ingrofſed by him who hath ſo 


ſmall a part of the cure. 


It is true indeed, that this diſadvantage which the 


Diſenters at preſent lie under, of a diſability to receive 
church-preferments, will be eafily remedied by the repeal 
of the tet. For the Diſſenting teachers are under no in- 
capacity of accepting civil and military employments ; 
wherein they agree perfectly with the Popi/h clergy ; a- 
mong whom great cardinals and prelates have been com- 


manders of armies, chief miniſters, knights of many or- 


ders, ambaſſadors, ſecretaries of ſtate, and in moſt high - 
offices under the crown; although they aſſert the indeli- 
ble character, which no ſectaries among us did ever aſ- 
ſume. But, that many, both Presbyterians and Inde- 
pendents, commanders as well as private ſoldiers, were 
profeſſed preachers in the time of their dominion, is allow- 
ed by all. Cromwell himſelf was a preacher ; and hath 
left us one of his ſermons in print, exactly in the ſame 
ſtyle and manner with thoſe of our modern Presbyterian 
teachers : ſo was Colonel Howard, Sir George Downing, 
and ſeveral others whoſe names are on record. I can 
therefore ſee no reaſon why a painful Presbyterian teacher, 
as ſoon as the 7% ſhall be repealed, may not be privi- 
leged to hold along with the ſpiritual office and ſtipend a 
commiſſion in the army or the civil liſt in commendam : 
for, as I take it, the church of England is the only body 
of Chriſtians, which in effect diſqualifies thoſe who are 
employed to preach its doctrine, from ſharing in the civil 
power, farther than as ſenators : yet this was a privilege 
begun in times of Popery, many hundred years before the 


"reformation, and woven with the very inſtitution of our 


limited monarchy. ; 

There is indeed another method, whereby the ſtipends 
of diſſenting teachers may be raiſed, and the farmer much 
relieved ; if it ſhould be thought proper to reward a peo- 
ple ſo deſerving, and ſo loyal by their principles. Every 
biſhop upon the vacancy of a church-living can ſequeſter 
the profits for the uſe of the next incumbent. Upon a 
lapſe of half a year the donation falls to the archbiſhop, 
and after a full ycar to the crown, during pleaſure. 
Therefore it would be no hardſhip for any clergyman a- 
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live, if (in thoſe parts of Ireland, where the number of 


ſectaries much exceeds that of the conformiſts) the pro- 


ſits, when ſequeſtered, might be applied to the ſupport 
of the diſſenting teacher, who hath ſo many ſouls to take 
care of: whereby the poor tenants would be much relie- 


ved in thoſe hard times, and in a better condition to pay 


their rents, | 
But there is another difficulty in this matter, againſt 
which a remedy doth not ſo readily occur. For ſuppo- 
ſing the teſt- act repealed, and the Diſſenters in conſe- 
quence fully qualified for all ſecular employments; the 
queſtion may {till be put, whether thoſe of Ireland will be 
often the perſons on whom they ſhall be beſtowed ; be- 
cauſe it is imagined, there may be * another /eminary in 
view, more numerous and more needy, as well as more me- 
riting, and more eaſily contented with ſuch low offices; 
which ſome nearer neighbours hardly think it worth ſtir- 
ring from their chimney- ſides to obtain. And, I am told, 
it is the common practice of thoſe who are ſkilled in the 
management of bees, that when they ſee a foreign ſwarm 
at ſome diſtance, approaching with an intention to plunder 
their hives, theſe artiſts have a trick to divert them into 
{ome neighbouring apiary, there to make what havock they 
pleaſe. This I ſhonld not have hinted, if I had not known 
it already to have gotten ground in many ſuſpecting heads; 
for it is the peculiar talent of this nation to ſee dangers a- 
far off: to all which I can only ſay, that our native Pre/- 
 byterians muſt by pains and induſtry raiſe ſuch a fund of 
merit, as will anſwer to a birth fix degrees more to the 
North. If they, cannot arrive at this perfection, as ſeveral 
of the eſtabliſhed church have compaſſed by indefatigable 
pains, I do not well fee how their affairs will much mend 
by repealing the 1%. for to be qualified by law to accept 
an employment, and yet to be diſqualified in fact, as it will 
much increaſe the mortification, ſo it will withdraw the 
pity of many among their wellwihhers, and utterly de- 
prive them of that merit they have ſo long made, of be- 


ing a loyal, true Proteſtant people, perſecuted only for 
religion. 
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If this happen to be their caſe, they muſt wait maturi- 
ty of time; until they can by prudent, gentle ſteps, make 
their faith become the religion eſtabliſhed in the nation; 
after which, I do not in the leaſt doubt, that they will 
take the molt effectual methods to ſecure their power a2 
gainſt thoſe who mult then be Diſſenters in their turn; 
whereof, if we may form a future opinion from preſent 
times, and the diſpoſitions of Diſſæanters, who love to make 
a thorough reformation, the number and qualities will be 
very inconſiderable. 
Thus I have, with the utmoſt ſincerfty, after long ok 
ing, given my judgment upon this arduous affair; but with 
the utmoſt deference and hae to public wifdom and 
power. 
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Queries relating to the SACRAMENTAL Texr. 


Written in the year 1732. 


Que LT W. ether hatred and violence between par- 


ties in a ſtate be not more inflamed by 
different views of intereſt, than by the greater or leſſer 
differences between them either in religion or government? 
Whether it be any part of the queſtion at this time, 
Which of the two religions is worſe, Popery or Fanaticiſm; 
or not rather, Which of the two (having both the ſame 
good will) 1s in the e condition” . to ruin the 
church? 

Whether the ſectaries, ee they come to en 
will not ruin the church as infallibly and effectually as che 
ÞPapiſts ? 

Whether the wing ſectaries coal allow liberty of 
conſcience to Diſſenters withgut belying all their former 
practice, and almoſt all their former writings ? - 

Whether many hundred thouſand Scotch Preſbyterians 
are not full as virulent againſt the Epiſcopal church, as they 
are againſt the Papi/ts ; or as they would have us think 
the Papiſts are againſt them? 


Whether the Dutch, who are moſt difiinguiſhed for al- 


lowing liberty of conſcience, do ever admit any perſons, 
who profeſs a different fcheme of worſhip from their own 


into civil employments, although they may be forced by 


the nature of their government to receive mercenary troops 
of all religions ? 

Whether the Diſſenters ever pretended, until of late 
years, to deſire more than a bare toleration ? 

Whether, if it be true, what a ſorry pamphleteer aſ- 
ſerts, who lately writ for repealing the 1%, that the Di/- 
ſenters in this — are equally numerous with the 
churchmen, it would not be a nepeſſary point of prudence 
by w_y proper ard lawful mears to prove ent their further ia- 
creaſe? 
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The great argument given by thoſe whom they call 
low churchmen, to juſtify the large tolerations allowed to 
Diſenters hath been, that by ſuch indulgencies the ran- 
cour of thoſe ſectaries would gradually wear off, many of 
them would come over to us, and their parties in à little 
time crumble to nothing. 

Query, Whether if what the above pamphleteer aſſerts, 
that the ſectaries are equal in numbers with conformiſts be 
true, it doth not clearly follow, that thoſe repeated tole- 
rations have operated directly contrary to what thoſe /oww- 
church politicians pretended to foreſee and expect? 

Whether any clergyman, however dignified or diſtin- 
guiſhed, if he think his own profeſſion moſt agreeable ro 
holy ſcripture and the primitive church, can really with in 
his heart, that all ſectaries ſhould be upon an equal foot 
with the churchmen in the point of civil power and employ- 
ments ? 

Whether Epiſcopacy, which is held by the church to be 
2 divine and apoſtolical inſtitution, be not a fundamental 
point of religion, particalarly in that eſſential one of con- 
ferring holy orders? 

Whether, by neceſſary conſeriinthde; the ſeveral expe- 
dients among the ſeQarigs to conſtitute their teachers are 
not abiviutely null and void ? 

Whether the ſectaries will ever agree to accept ordina ; 


tion only from biſhops ? 


Whether the biſhops and clergy will be content to give 
up Epiſcopacy, as a point indifferept, without which the 
church can well ſubſiſt? 

Whether that great tenderneſs towards an 3 
now ſo much prevails, be chiefly owing to the fears of 
Popery, or to that ſpirit of Atheiſm, Deiſm; Scepticiſm, 
and univerſal immorality, which all good men fo much la- 
ment ? 

Granting Popery to have many more errors in religion 
than any one branch of the ſectaries, let us examine the 
actions of both, as they have each affected the peace of 
theſe kingdoms, with allowance for the ſhort time which the 
ſectaries had to act in, who are in a manner but of yeſter- 
day, The Papi/ts in the time of King James II. uſed all 


endeavours to eſtabliſh their ſuperſtition, wherein they fail- 
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ed by the united power of Engliſh church-Proteſtants with 
the Prince of Orange's aſſiſtance. But it cannot be aſſert- 
ed, that theſe bigotted Papiſts had the leaſt defign to op- 
poſe or murder their King, much leſs to aboliſh kingly go- 
yernment ; nor was it their intereſt or inclination: to attempt 
either. 


On the other ſide, the Puritans, 15 had almoſt from | 


the beginning of Queen Eliſabeth's reign. been a perpetual 
thorn in the church's ſide, joining with the Scotch enthuſi- 


aſts in the time of King Charles I. were the principal cauſe. 
of the Iriſh rebel[ion and maſſacre, by diſtreſſing that prince, 


and making it impoſhble for him to ſend over timely ſuc- 
cours. And after that pious prince had fatisfied his par- 


liament in every ſingle point to be complained of, the ſame 


ſectaries, by poiſoning the minds and affections of the peo- 
ple with the moſt falſe and wicked repreſentations of their 


king, were able in the compaſs of few years to imbroil the 
three nations in a bloody rebellion at the expenſe of many 


thouſand lives; to turn the kingly power into anarchy ; to 
murder their prince in the face of the world, and (in their 
own ſtyle) to deſtroy the church root and branch. 


The account therefore ſtands thus: The Papiſts aimed - 


at one pernicious act, which was to deſtroy the Proteſtant 


religion; wherein hy God's mercy, and the amirance or 


our or. King william, they abſolutely failed. The 
ſectaries attempted the three molt infernal actions that 
co poſſibly enter into the hearts of men forſaken by 
God ; which, were, the murder of a moſt pious King, the 


de tion of the monarchy, and the extirpation of the 
church ; and ſucceeded in them all. 


Upon which I put the following queries : Whether any 


of thoſe ſectaries have ever yet in a ſolemn public manner 
renounced any one of thoſe principles en which their 
predeceſſors then acted? 


Whether, conſidering the cruel petſecurions of the Epi- | 
ſcopal church during the courſe of that horrid rebellion, and 


the conſequences of ituntil the happy reſtoration, it is not 

manifelt, that the perſecuting ſpirit lies ſo equally divided 

between the Papiſts and the ſectaries, that a feather would 
turn the balance on either fide ? 

And therefore, laſtly, Whether any perſon. of common 

| underſtanding, 
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underſtanding, who profeſſeth himſelf a member of the 
church eſtabliſhed, although perhaps with little inward re- 
gard to any religion, (which is too often the caſe), if he 
, loves the peace and welfare of his country, can after cool. 
| thinking rejoice to ſee a power placed again in the hands of | 
| fo reſtleſs, ſo ambitious, and ſo mercileſs a faction, to act 
* oyer all the ſame parts a ſecond time? 
N Whether the candour of that expreſſion ſo frequent of 
0 late in ſermons and pamphlets, of the frength and number 
of the Papiſts in Ireland, can be juſtified ? for as to their- 
number, however great, it is always magniſied in propor- 
tion to the zeal or politics of the ſpeaker and writer; but 
it is a groſs impoſition upon common reaſon to terrify us 
with their ſtrength. For Popery, under the circumſtances 
it lies in this kingdom, although it be offenſive and incon+ 
venicnt enough from the conſequences it hath to increaſe: 
the rapine, floth, and ignorance, as well as poverty of the 
natives, is not properly dangerous in that ſenſe, as ſome: 
| would have us take it; becauſe it is univerſally hated by 
| every party of a different religious profeſſion. It is the. 
contempt of the wiſe ; the beſt topic for clamours of de- 
ſigning wen; but the real terror only of fools. . The land- 
| ed Popiſh intereſt in England far exceeds that among us, 
. even in proportion to the wealth and extent of each king- 
| dom. The little that remains here is daily dropping into 
Proteſtant hands by purchaſe or deſcent : and that affect- 
ed complaint of counterfeit converts will fall with the cauſe 
of it in half a generation, unleſs it be raiſed or kept alive 
as a continual fund of merit and eloquence, The Papiſts 
are wholly diſarmed-:. they have neither courage, leaders, 
money, or inclinations to rebel: they want every advan» 
tage which they formerly poſſeſſed, to follow that trade; 
and wherein even with thoſe advantages they always miſ* 
carried: they appear very eaſy and ſatisſied under that con- 
nivance, which they enjoyed during the whole laſt reigu; 
nor ever ſcrapled to reproach another party, under which 
they pretend to have ſuffered ſo much teverity. 
Upon theſe conſiderations I mait confeſs to have ſuſpend- 
ed much of my pity towards the great dreaders of Pope- 
Ty; many of whom appear to be hale, ſtrong, acave, 
young men; who, as J am told, eat, diink, and ſleep 
Bb. 3, | hearuly ; 35 
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heartily ; and are very chearful (as they have exceeding 
good reafon) upon all other ſubjects. However, I cannot 
too much commend the generous concern which our neigh- 
bours, and others who come from the ſame neighbourhood, 
are fo kind to expreſs for us upon this account ; although 
the former be farther removed from the danger of Popery 


by twenty leagues of ſalt water : but this, I fear, is a 


digreſſion. 


- When an artificial report was raiſed here many years 
ago of an intended invaſion by the-pretender, (which blew 


over after it had done its office), the Diſſenters argued in 


their talk and in their pamphlets after this manner, ap- 
plying themſelves to thoſe of the church : Gentlemen, if 
the pretender had landed, as the law now ſtands, we 
durſt not aſſiſt you; and therefore, unleſs you take off 
the te, whenever you ſhall happen to be invaded in ear- 
neſt, if we are deſired to take up arms in your defence, 
our auſwer ſhall be, Pray, Gentlemen, fight your own bat- 
tles ; we will lie by quietly ; conquer your enemies by 
yourſelves, if you can; we will not do your drudgery. 
This way of reaſoning 1 have heard from ſeveral of their 
chiefs and abettors in an hundred converſations; and have 
read it in twenty pamphlets: and 1 am confident it will 


be offered again, if the project ſhould fail to take off the 


2 7 

Upon which piece of oratory and reaſoning I form the 
following query. Whether in caſe of an invaſion from 
the pretender (which is not quite fo probable as from the 
Grand Signior) the Difſenters can with prudence and ſafety 
offer the ſame plea ; except they ſhall have made a pre- 
vious ſtipulation with the invaders ? And whether the full 


freedom of their religion and trade, their lives, proper- 


ties, wives and children, are not, and have not always 


been reckoned, ſufficient motives for repelling invafions ; 


eſpecially in our fectaries, who call themſelves the true/t 
Proteſtants by virtue of their pretended or real fierceneſs 
againſt Popery ? | 5 
Whether omitting or neglecting to celebrate the day 
of the martyrdom of the bleſſed King Charles I. injoined 
by act of parliament, ean be juſtly reckoned a 3 
an 
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and diſtinguiſhing mark of good affection to the preſent 
government? 

Whether in thoſe churches where the faid day is ob- 
ſerved, it will fully anſwer the intent of the faid act, if 
the preacher ſhall commend, excuſe, palliate, or extenu- 
ate the murder of that royal martyr ; and place the guilt 
of that horrid rebellion with all its confequences, the fol- 
lowing uſurpations, the entire deſtruction of the church, 
the cruel and continual perſecutions of thoſe who could be 
diſcovered to profeſs its doctrines, with the enſuing Babel 
of Fanaticiſm, to the account of that bleſſed King, who, 
by granting the petition of right, and paſſing every bill that 
could be aſked for the ſecurity of the ſubject, had, by the 
confeſſion of thoſe wicked men before the war began, left 
them nothing more to demand ? 

Whether ſuch a preacher as I have named, (whereof 
there have been more than one, not many years paſt, even 
in the preſence of viceroys), who takes that courſe as a 
means for promotion, may not be thought to ſtep a little 
out of the common road in a monarchy where the deſcen- 
dents of that moſt bleſſed martyr have reigned to this 
day ? 

I ground the reaſon of making theſe queries on the tle 
of the act; to which I refer the 27 925 


REASONS 


REeasons humbly offered to the parliament of 
Ireland for repealing the SACRKAMENTAL. 
TEST, in favour of the CaTHoLics *. 


— 


IT in the Pell, 1732- 


T is well I kn, that the firſt conquerors ef this 1 
dom were Engliſh Catholics, ſubjects to Engliſh 
Catholic kings, from whom by their valour and ſucceſs 
they obtained large portions of land. given them as a re- 


ward for their many victories over the Iriſh : to which me- 


rit our brethren the diſſenters of any denomination whatſo- 
eyer have not the leaſt OO: 


— 


< it 


* 


In the years 1732 and 1733, an attempt was made for repealing 
the teſt-· act in Ireland, introductory of a like attempt in England. 


The various arguments for it were anſwered in every ſhape ; 
but no way more effectually, than by examining what pretence 


the Preſbyterians had to ſhare in all the privileges of government, 
either from their own principles and behaviour, or compared 


with thoſe of other ſectaries. Under the former head they were 
fully ſilenced by our author, in The Preſbyterians plea of merit im- 
partially examined above, p. 268]. They are now put in the ba · 


tance with Papiſts, whom although they have ſometimes ſtyled: 


their brethren in adverſity, yet, when placed in competition, they 
will hate as brethren likewiſe. But let them here diſpute the: 


preference, and then put in their claim to be a part of the eſta- 
bliſhment. Dub edit. 1735. > 


The author having before examined the Preſbyterians plea of 
merit, with reſpect to their own principles and practices, has in 


this tract put them in the balance againſt Papiſts- Hawhkef. 
This tract is written under the aſſumed character of a Roman 


Catholic; vy which means the author attacks his adverſaries - 


with a great advantage. He freely acknowledges the ſeveral a- 


trocious crmes of the Papiſts; but at the ſame time palliates 
tem. ſo ſkilfully, that, from that very acknowledgment, hes 


Enables: D 


% 
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It is confeſſed, that the poſterity of thoſe firſt victorious 
'Catholics were often forced to rife in their own defence 
againſt new colonies from England, who treated them like 
mere native Iriſn with innumerable oppreſſions, depriving 
them of their lands, and driving them by force of arms 


into the moſt deſolate parts of the kingdom; till in the 


next generation the children of theſe tyrants were uſed 
in the ſame manner by new Engliſh adyenturers, which. . 
ractice continued for many centuries. But it is agreed 
on all hands, that no inſurrections were eyer made, except: 
after great oppreſſions by freſh invaders. Whereas all the: 
rebellions of Puritans, Presbyterians,. Independents, and: 
other ſectaries, conſtantly began before any provocations. 
were given, except that they were not ſuffered to change 
the government in church and ſtate, and ſeize both into 
their own hands; which however at laſt they did with the 


murder of their king, and of many thouſands of his beſt 
ſubjects. Ken 


The Catholics were always defenders of monarchy, as 
conſtituted in theſe kingdoms ; whereas our brethren the 
Diſenters were always republicans both i in N and 
practice. a 

It is well known, that all the Catholics * theſe king» 
dos, both prieits and laity, are true Nhigs, in the delt 
and moſt proper ſenſe of the word; bearing as well in 
their hearts, as in their outward profeſſion, an entire loy- 
alty to the Royal houſe of Hanover, in the perſon and po- 
ſterity of George II. againſt the pretender and all his ad- 
herents, To which they think themſelves bound in grati- 


| tude as well as conſcience, by the lenity wherewith they 


have been treated ſince the death of Queen Anne, ſo dif- 
ferent from what they ſuffered i in the four laſt years of that 


enables himſelf to aim the heavier blows at the Preſbyterians. 
A paragraph extracted from the pamphlet will exemplify my 
meaning. [Here the particular paſſage is quoted, beginning thus, 
„We allow the Catholics to be brethren of the Diſſenters, 
Sc. p. 304. I. 14. ending J. 37.]------ The greateſt art, and 
the keeneſt ſtrokes of irony, diſplay themſelves throughout the 
whole compoſition: and the concluſion of it is drawn up with 
a mixture of ſerious and ironical arguments that em to defy all 
kinds of . Orterꝝ. 
. princeſs, 
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* 


princeſs, during the adminiſtration of that *vicked miniſter , 
the Earl of Oxford, 


The Catholics of this kingdom humbly hope, 1 5 they 
have at leaſt as fair a title as any of their brother Diſſen- 
ters to the appellation of Proteſtants, They have always 


- proteſted againſt the ſelling, dethroning, or murdering their 
kings; againſt the uſurpations and avarice of the court of 


Rome; againſt Deiſm, Atheiſm, Socinianiſm, Quakeriſin, 
N ugpletonianifo m, Fanaticiſm, Browniſm, as well as againſt 
all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Heretics, Whereas the 
title of Proteſtants aſſumed by the whole herd of Diſſen- 
ters (except ourſelves) dependeth entirely upon their pro- 
teſting againſt archbiſhops, biſhops, deans and chapters, 


with their revenues ; and the whole hierarchy ; which are 


the very expreſſions uſed in he Solemn League and Cove- 
nant *, where the word Popery is only mentioned ad. in- 
vidiam ; becauſe the Catholics agree with the Epiſcopal 
church in thoſe fundamentals. 

Although the Catholics cannot deny, that in the great 
rebellion againſt King Chrles I. more ſoldiers of their re- 
ligion were in the parliament-army than in his Majeſty's 
troops ; and that many Jeſuits and Friers went about in 
the diſguiſe of Pre:byterian and Independent miniſters to 
preach up rebellion, as the beit hiſtorians of thofe times 
inform us; yet the bulk of Catholics in both kingdoms pre- 
ſerved their loyalty entire. 

The Catholics have ſome reaſon to think it a little hard, 
when their enemies will not pleaſe to diſtinguiſh between 


the rebellious riot committed by that brutal raffian Sir 
Phelim O Neal with his tumultuous crew of rabble, and 


the forces raiſed afterwards by the Catholic lords and gen- 


tlemen of the Engliſh pale in defence of the King, after 


the Engliſh rebellion began, It is well known, that his 


Majeſty's affairs were in great diſtraction ſome time before 
| by an invaſion of the covenanting, Scottiſh, kirk rebels, 


A ſolemn league and covenant entered into between the 
Scots and Engliſh fanatics in the rebellion againſt King Charles]. 
1643, by which they ſolemnly engaged among other, things, ** to 
endeavour the extripation of Prelacy, that is, church-govern- 
ment by archbiſhops, biſhops, deans, archdeans, and alt ott er 
Epi ſcopal officers depending on that hicrarchy.” Hawke. 
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and by the baſe terms the King was forced to acid, that 


oy might be kept in quiet at a juncture when he was e- 
hour threatened at home by that fanatic party, which 


255 after ſet all in a fame. And if the Catholic army in 


Ireland fought for their king againſt the forces ſent over 
by the parliament then in actual rebelhon againſt him, 
what perſon of loyal principles can be ſo partial to deny, 


that they did their duty by joining with the Marquis of 


Ormond and other commanders, who bore their commiſſions 
from the King? for which great numbers of them loſt their 
lives, and forfeited their eſtates 5 a great part of the latter 
being now poſſeſſed by many deſcendents from thoſe very 


men, who had drawn their ſwords in the ſervice of that 


rebellious parliament which cut off his head, and deſtroyed 
monarchy. And what is more amazing, although the 
ſame perſons, when the Iriſh were entirely ſubdued, con- 
tinued in power under the rump, were chief confidents, 
and faithful ſubjects to Cromwell, yet being wife enough 
to foreſce a re/tcration, they ſeized the forts and caſtles 


here out of the hands of their old brethren in rebellion, for 


the ſervice of the King; juſt ſaving the tide, and putting in a 
ſtock of merit ſufficient not only to preſerve the land which 
the Catholics loſt by their loyalty, but likewiſe to preſerve 


their civil and military i or be higher ad- 


vaneed. 
Thoſe inſurrections Where with the Catholics are * 
ged, from the beginning of the ſeventeenth century to the 


great Englich rebellion, were occaſioned by many oppreſ- 


frank they lay under. They had no intention to introduce 
a zeww religion, but to enjoy the liberty of preſerving the 
old; the very fame which their anceſtors profeſſed from 
the time that Chriſtianity was firſt introduced into this 
Hand, which was by Catholics; but whether mingled 


Vith corruptions, as ſome pretend, doth not belong to the 


queſtion, They had no defign to change the government 


they never attempted to fight againſt, to impriſon, to be- 


tray, to ſell, to bring to a trial, or to murder their king. 
The ſchiſmatics ated by a ſpirit directly contrary ; they 
united in a ſolemn league and covenant to alter the whole 


ſyſtem of ſpiritual government eſtabliſhed in all Chriſtian | 


pations, and of apoſtolic inſtitution; concluding the tra- 


gedy 


> 
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gedy with the murder of the King m cold blood, and 


mature deliberation ; at the ſame time changing the mo- 


narchy into a commonwealth. hs 
The Catholics offfreland in the great rebellion loſt their 
eſtates for fighting in defence of their King. The ſchiſ- 


_ matics, who cut off the father's head, forced the ſon to 


fly for his life, and overturned the whole ancient frame of 


government, religious and civil; obtained grants of thoſe 


very eſtates which the Catholics loſt i in defence of the an- 
| Gient conſtitution, many of which eſtates are at this day 
poſſeſſed by the poſterity of thoſe ſchiſmatics: and thus 
they gained by their rebellion, what the Catholics loſt by 


their /oyalty. 


We allow the Catholics to be brethren of the Diſſen- 


ters; ſome people indeed (which we cannot allow) would 
have them to be our children, becauſe ave both diſſent 


from the church eſtabliſhed, and both agree in aboliſhing 


this perſecuting facramental teſt ; by which negative diſ- 


couragement we are both rendered incapable of civil and 


military employments. However, we cannot but wonder 


at the bold familiarity of theſe ſchiſmatics in calling the 


members of the national church their brethren and fellow 
Proteſtants. It is true, that all theſe ſects (except the 


Catholics) are brethren to each other in faction, ignorance, 
iniquity, perverſeneſs, pride, and (if we except the Qua- 
ters) in rebellion. But how the churchmen can be ftyled 


their /e/low Proteſtants, we cannot comprehend : becauſe, 


when the whole Babel of ſectaries joined againſt che church, 
the King, and the nobility for twenty years m a MATCH 
AT roor-BALL, Where the proverb expreſsly tells us, 
that all are FELLOWS; while the three kingdoms were 


toſſed to and fro, the churches, and cities, and royal palaces 
| ſhattered to pieces by their balls, their bufſets, and their 
kicks ; the victors would allow no more FeLLows at © 


FOOT-BALL ; but murdered, ſequeſtered, plundered, de- 
prived, baniſhed to the plantations, or inflaved all their op- 
poſers who had /o/? the game. 

It is faid the world is . by a and politi- 


cians aſſure us, that all power is founded thereupon. 


Wherefore, as all human creatures are fond to diſtraction 


*. their own opinions, and fo much the more, as thoſe 


opinions 


— - oc ww ied f woes os wn wn A 
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opinions are abſurd, ridiculous, or of little moment; it 
muſt follow, that they are equally fond of power. - But 
no opinions are maintained with ſo much obſtinacy as thoſe 
in religion, eſpecially by ſuch zealots, who never bore the 
leaſt regard to religion, conſcience, honour, Juſtice, truth, 
mercy, or common morality farther than in outward ap-* 
pearance, under the maſk of hypocriſy to promote their 
diabolical deſigns. And therefore Biſhop Burnet, one of 
their oracles, tells us honeſtly, that the ſaints of thoſe fa- 


natic times pronounced themſelves above morality ; which 


they reckoned among beggarly elements ; but the meaning. 
of theſe two laſt words thus applied we confeſs to be a- 
bove our underſtanding. a 
Among thoſe kingdoms and ſtates which firſt embraced 
the reformation, England appears to have received it in the 
moſt regular way; where it was introduced in a peaceable 
manner, by the ſupreme power of a King *.and the three 
eltates in parliament; to which, as the higheſt legiſlative 
authority, all ſubjects are bound paſſively to ſũbmit. Neither 
was there much blood fhed on fo great a change of reli- 
gion. But a conſiderable number of Lords, and other per- 
ſons of quality through the kingdom, ſtill continued in 
their old faith, and were, notwithſtanding their difference 
in religion, employed in offices civil as well as military, 
more or leſs in every reign, until the teſt. act in the time of 
King Charles II. However, from the time of the reforma- 
tion, the number of Catholics gradually and conſiderably 
leſſened. So that in the reign of King Charles I. Eng- 
land became ia a great degree a Proteſtant kingdom, with- 
out taking the ſectaries into the number; the legality 
whereof, with reſpect to human laws, the Catholics never 
diſputed ; but the Puritans, and other ſchiſmatics, with- 
out the leaſt pretence to any ſuch authority, by an open 
rebellion deſtroyed that legal reformation, as we obſerved 
before, murdered their King. and changed the monarchy 
into a republic. It is therefore not to be wondered at, if 
the Catholics, in ſuch a Babel of religions, choſe to adhere 
to their own faith left them by their anceſtors, rather 


1 Henry VIII. 
VoL. III. Cc 


.than 
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- _ - than ſeek for a better among a rabble of hypocritical, re- 
bellious, deluding knaves or deluded enthuſiaſts. 

We repeat once more, that if a national religion be 
changed by the ſapreme legiſlative power, we cannot diſ- 
pute the human legality of ſuch a change. But we hum- 
bly-conceive, that if ny confiderable party of men which 
differs from an eſtabli ment, either old or new, can de- 
ſerve liberty of conſcience, it ought to conſiſt of thoſe 
who for want of conviction, or of right underſtanding the 
merits of each cauſe, conceive themſelves bound in con. 
Ktience to adhere to the religion of their anceſtors ; be- 
cauſe they are of all others Jeaſt likely to be authors of 
innovations either in church or ſtate: 

On the other ſide, if the re formation of religion be 
founded upon rebellion againſt: the King, without whoſe 
conſent, by the nature of our conſtitution, no law can paſs ; 
if this reformation be introduced by only one of the three 

eſtates, I mean the commons, and not by one half even 
of thoſe commons, and this by the affiſtance of a rebel - 
lious army; again, if this reformation were carried on by 
the excluſion of nobles both lay and ſpiritual, (who con- 
ſtitute the other part of the three eſtates), by the murder 
of their King, and by aboliſbing the whole ſyſtem of go- 
vernment; the Catholics cannot fee why the ſucceſſors of 
thoſe ſchiſmatics, who are univerſally accuſed by all par- 
ties except themſelves, and a few infamous abertors, for 
{till retaining the fame principles in religion and govern- 
ment, under which their predeceſſors acted, ſhould pre- 
tend to a better ſhare of civil or military truſt, profit, and 
power, than the Culbeliet, who during all that period of 
twenty years were continually perſecuted with the utmoſt 
ſeverity, merely on account of their loyalty and conſtant 
adherence to kinply power, 

We now come to thoſe arguments for repealing the fa- 

cramental teſt, which equally affect the Catholics, and 
their brethren the Diſſenters. 

Fir, we agree with our fellow-diſſenters, that * per- 
ſecution merely for conſcience e is againſt the genius 


of the goſpel. And fo likewiſe is any law for depriving 


* id. Reaſons for the repeal of the ſacramental teſt, 
: | | A Men 
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men of their natural and civil rights, which they claim 
41 men, We are alſo ready enough to allow, that he 
ſmalleſt negative diſcouragements for . uniformity's ſake- 
are ſo many perſecutions, Becaufe it cannot be denied, 
that the ſcratch of a pin is in ſome degree a real wound, 
as much as a ſtab through the heart. In like manner, an 
incapacity by law for any man to be made a judge, a co- 
lonel, or juſtice of the peace, merely 077-4: point of con- 
ſcience, is a negative . diſcouragement, and, conſequently, 
a real perſecution: for in this cafe, the author of the 
pamphlet quoted in the * margin puts a very pertinent 
and powerful. queſtion: / God be the ſole Lord of the 
.conſctence, why ſhould the rights of conſcience be ſubject 
to human juriſdiction? Now to apply this to the Catholics ; 
the belief of tranſubſtantiation if matter purely o reli 
gion aud conſcience, which .doth not.affed? the political in- 
tereft of ſociety, at ſuch : tbereſore, why ſhould the rights 
7 conſcience, - whereof God is the ſole Lord, be fubjett to 
uman juriſdidtion ? And why ſhould God be deprived of 
this right over a Gatholzc's conſcience, any more than over 
that of any other Difſenter ? 2 | 
And whereas another author among our brethren the 
Diſſenters hath very jultly-complained, that by this per- 
ſecuting teſt-a& great numbers of true Proteſtants have 
been forced to leave the kingdom and fly to the planta- 
tions, rather than ſtay here branded with an incapacity for 
civil and military employments; we do afhrm, that the 
Catholics can bring many more inſtances of the ſame kind; 
ſome thouſands of their religion having beer forced by 
the ſacramental teſt to retire into other countries, rather 
than live here under the incapacity of wearing ſwords, fit- 
ting in parliament, and getting that ſhare of power and 
profit which belong to them as /el/ow Chri/tians, where- 
of they are deprived merely upon account of conſcience, 
which would not allow them to take the ſacrament after 
the manner preſcribed in the liturgy, Hence it clearly 
follows in the words of the ſame author +, That , ww? 
Catholics are incapable of employments, we are punihed 


* Vid. Reaſons for the repeal of the ſacramental teſt. 
See Reaſons againſt the teſt. CEE 
C:c-2: , Xe fer. 
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For our diſſent, that is, for our e, which whotly 
turns upon political confiderations. 

The Catholics are willing to acknowledge the King's ſu- 


premacy, whenever their brethren the Diſſenters ſhall 
pleaſe ro ſhew them an example. 


Further, the Catholics, whenever their religion ſhall 
come to be the national eſtabliſhed faith, are willing to un- 


dergo the ſame 76% offered by the author already quoted. 

His words are theſe : To end this debate, by putting it up- 
on a foot aubich I hope will appear to every impartial per- 
ſon a fair and equitable one: we Catholics propoſe, with 
ſubmiſion to the proper judges, that effeftual ſecurity be 
taken againſt perſecution by obliging all who are admitted 
into places of power and truſt, whatever their religious 
profeſſion. be, in the moſt ſolemn manner to diſclaim perſe- 


cuting principles, It is hoped the public will take notice 


of theſe words; whatever their religious profeſſion be ; 
which plainly include the Catholics ; ; and for which we re- 
turn thanks to our difſenting brethren; 

And whereas it is objected by thoſe of the eſtabliſhed 
Airs: that if the ſchiſmatics and fanatics were once put 
Into a capacity of poſſeſſing civil and military employments, 
they would never be at eaſe, till they had raiſed their own 


way of worſhip into the national religion through all his 


Majeſty's dominions, equal with the 77ue/orthodox Scottiſh 
kirk ; which when they had once brought to paſs, they 
would no more allow liberty of confcience to Epiſcopal 
diſſenters, then they did in the time of the great Engliſh 


rebellion, and in the ſucceeding fanatic anarchy, till the 


King was reſtored. | There is another very learned ſchit- 
matical pamphleteer *, who, in anſwer to a malignant li- 
bel called, The Presbyterians plea of merit, Ge. clearly 
wipes off this aſperſion, by aſſuring all Epiſcopal Proteſtants 
of the preſent church upon his own word, and to his own 

knowledge, that our brethren the Diſſenters will never of- 
fer at ſuch an attempt. In like manner the Catholics, when 
legally required, will openly declare upon their words and 
50n2urs, that as ſoon as their negative diſcouragements and 


their perſecution _ be removed by repealing the — 


i. Vindication of the Proteſtant Diſſenters. 
mental 
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mental teſt, they will leave it entirely to the merits of the 
caafe, whether the kingdom ſhall think: ſit ro make their 
faith the eſtabliſhgd religion or not. 22 8 

And again, fereas our Presbyterian brethren in many 
of their pamphlets take much offence, that the great rebel - 
lion in England, the murder of the King, wich the entire 
change of religion and government; are perpetually object- 
ed againſt them both in and out of feaſon, by our common 
enemy the preſent Conformiſts'; we do declare in the de- 
fence of our ſaid brethren, that the reproach aforeſaid is 
an old worn out threadbare cant, which they always diſ- 
dained to anſwer: and I very well remember, that having 
once told a certain Conformiſt, how much I wondered to 
hear him and his tribe dwelling perpetually on fo beaten a 
ſubject; he was pleaſed to divert the diſcourſe with a fool - 
iſh ſtory, which I cannot forbear telling to his diſgrace. 


He ſaid, there was a clergyman in Yorkſhire, who for fif- 8 


teen years together preached every Sunday againſt drunk - 
enneſs: whereat the ' pariſhioners - being much offended, 
complained to the Archbiſhop;; who having ſent: for the 
clergyman, and ſeverely reprimanded him, the miniſter had 
no better an anſwer, than by confeſſing the fact; adding, 
that all the pariſi were drunkards; that he deſired to re- 
claim them from one vice, before he would begin upon an- 
other; and ſince they ſtill eontinued to be as great drunk- 
ards as before, he reſolved to go on, except his Grace would 
pleaſe to forbid him „ 

We are very ſenſible how heavy an acenſation lieth up- 
on the Catholics of Ireland; that ſome years before King 
Charles II. was reſtored, when theirs and the King's for- 
ces were entirely redueed, and the kingdom declared by 
the Rump to be fertled ; after all his Majeſty's generals 
were forced to fly to France, or other countries, the heads 
of the ſaid Catholict who remained here in an inflared con - 
dition, joined to ſend an invitation to the Duke of Lor- 
rain; ergaging, upon his appearing here with his forces, 
to deliver up the whole iſland to his power, and declare him 
their ſorereign; which after the reſtoration was proved 
againſt them by Dean Boyle, ſince Primate, who produced 
the very original inſtrument at the board. The Catholics 
freely acknowledge the ſact to be true; ard at the ſame 
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- ume appeal to all the world, whether a wiſer, a better, 

a more honourable, ora more juſtifiable project could have 
been thought of. They were then reduced to ſlavery and 
beggary by the Engliſh rebels, many thoyſands of them 
murdered, the reſt deprived of their eſtates, and driven to 
live on a ſmall pittance in the wilds of Connaught ; at a 


time when either the Rump or Cromwell abſolutely govern- 


ed the three kingdoms. And the queſtion will turn upon 
this, whether the Catbolici, deprived of all their poſ- 
ſeſſions, governed with a rod of iron, and in utter deſpair 
of ever ſeeing the monarchy reſtored,, for the preſervation 
of which: they had ſuffered ſo much, were to be blamed 
for calling in a foreign prinee of their own religion, who 
had a conſiderable axmy to ſupport them, rather than ſub- 
mit to ſo infamous an uſurper as Cromwell, or ſuch a 
bloody and ignominious conventicle as the Rump? And! 


have often heard not only our friends the Diſſenters, but 


even our common enemy the Cònformiſts, who are conver- 
ant in the hiſtory of thoſe times, freely confeſs, that, con- 
fidering the miſerable. ſituation the Iriſh were then in, they 
could not have thought of a braver or more virtuous at- 
tempt; by which they might have been. inſtruments of re- 
ſtoring the lawful monarch, at leaſt to the recovery of Eng- 
land and Scotland, from thoſe betrayers, and ſellers, and 
murderers of. his royal father. „ 5 
To conclude, whereas the laſt - quoted author complains 
very heavily and frequently of a BRAND that lies upon 
them, it is a great miſtake : for the firſt original BRAD 
hath been long taken off; only we confeſs the ſcar will 
probably remain, and be viſible for ever to thoſe who know 
the principles by which they acted, and until thoſe principles 
fhall be openly renounced; elſe it muſt continue to all ge- 


nerations, like the. mark ſet upon. Cain, which ſome aus 


thors ſay deſcended to all his poſterity ; or like the Roman 
noſe and Auſtrian lip, or like the long bag of fleſh hang- 
ing down from the gills of the people in Piedmont.. But 
as for any. brands fixed on fchiſmatics for ſeveral years paſt, 
they have been all made with cold iron; like thieves who 
by the BENEFIT of THE CLERGY: are condemned to be 
only burned in the hand; but eſcape the pain and the mark 
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ſchiſmarical teachers will never want, who, as we are af- 


ſured, and of which there is a very freſh inſtance, have 
the ſouls, and bodies, and purſes of their people a hundred 
times more at their mercy, than the Catholic prieſts could 
ever pretend to. - | 
Therefore, upon the whole, the Catholics do humbly 
petition ſ without the leaſt inſinuation of threatening ), that 
upon this favourable juncture their incapacity for civil and 
military employments may be wholly taken off, for the- 
very ſame reaſons (beſides others more cogent) that are 


now offered by their brethren the Diſſenters. 


And your petitioners, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray, 
c. 5 | - 


Dublin, Nov. 1733 


In this controverſy the author was again victorious, for the tefi 
was not repealed. Hawke, | 8 
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0 
9 
—— Ow 
— A 


— ——_ 
—— — — 


Seme KEASONS againſt the B1LL for ſetfling the 
tithe of Hemp, Flax, Se. by a modus *. 


HE 3 did little 
complaint againſt the preſent houſe of Commons; 


; 1 in the laſt ſeſſions were pleaſed to throw out a bill + 
ſent them from the Lords, which that Reverend body ap- 


prehended would be very injurious to them, if it paſſed: 
into a law; and who in the preſent/ ſeſſions defeated the 
arts and endeavours of. /chi/matics to repeal the ſacra-- 
mental teſt. | 

For although it bath been allowed on all hands; that 


the former of thoſe bills might by its neceſſary conſequen- 


ces: be very diſpleafing to the lay gentlemen of the king - 
dom for many reaſons purely. ſecular ; and that this laſt: 
attempt-for-repealmg the ze/? did much more affect at pre- 
ſent the temporal intereſt, than the ſpiritual; yet the- 
whole body of the lower clergy have, upon both thoſe: 
occaſions, expreſſed equal gratitude to that honourable 


| houſe for their juſtice and ſteadineſs, as if the clergy alone: 


were to receive the beneſit. 
It muſt needs be therefore a great Alon to the cler- 


gy's grief, that ſuch an aſſembly as the preſent houſe of 


Commons ſhould now, with, an expedition more than 
uſual, agree to a bill for encouraging the linen manufacture 


with a clauſe, whereby the church is to loſe two parts in 
three of the legal tithe in flax and hemp. 


Many eminent clergymen who oppoſed this ſcheme applied to 
Dr Swift to-write againſt it, which he readily conſented to upon - 
their giving him ſome hints; and twe days after, the following . 
reaſons were preſented to ſeveral members of 'parliament, which 


had fo good an effect that the bill was dropped, Hawkeſ. 


ITbis pamphlet is entirely adapted to the clergy of Ireland. But 
J cannot avoid obſerving in it, a greater fund of calmneſs, not a 
leſs degree of ſpirit, than in many other of Swift's 5 Wi- 


Ungs. Orrery. 
- +.For the biſhops to divide Brings. Haufe. 
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Some reaſons why the clergy think ſuch a law will be a 
great hardſhip upon them are, I conceive, thoſe that fol-" 
low. I ſhall venture to enumerate them with all deference 
due to that honourable aſſembly. \ 

Firſt, the clergy ſuppoſe that they ks: not, by any 


fault or demerit, incurred the diſpleaſure of the nation's 


repreſentatives : neither can the declared loyalty of the 
preſent ſet, from the higheſt prelate to the loweſt vicar, 
be in the leaſt diſputed : becauſe thefe are hardly ten cler- 
gymen through the whole kingdom, for more than nine - 
teen years paſt, who have not been either preferred en- 
tirely upon account of their declared affection to the 
Hanover line, or higher promoted as the due reward of 
the ſame merit, | 

There is not a landlord in the whole kingdom reſi ding 
ſome part of the year at his country-ſeat, who is not in 
his own conſcience fully convinced that the tithes of his 
miniſter have gradually funk for ſome years paſt one third, 
or at leaſt one fourth of their former value, excluſive of 
all non-ſolvencies. 

The payment of tithes in. this kingdom is ſubje& to ſo 
many frauds, brangles, and other difficulties,” not only 
from Papiſis and Diſſenters, but even from thoſe who pro- 
fels themſelves Proteſtants, that by the expenſe, the 
trouble, and vexation of collecting or bargaining for them, 
they are of all other rents the moſt OD. uncertain, 
and ill paid. 

The landlords in moſt parifhes expect, as a compli- 
ment, that they ſhould pay little more than balf the value 
of the tithes for the lands they hold in their own hands; 
which often conſiſt of large domains: and it is the mini- 
{ter's intereſt to make them eaſy upon that article, when 
he conſiders what influence thoſe gentlemen have upon 
their tenants, | 

The clergy cannot but think it extremely ſevere, that 
in a bill for encouraging the linen manufacture they alone 
mult be the ſufferers, who can leaſt afford it. If, as I 


am told, there be a tax of three thouſand pounds a-year 


paid by the public for a farther encouragement to the ſaid 
manufacture, are not the clergy equal ſharers in the 
clings with the reſt of their fellow- Teas? ? what ſatiſ- 


factory 


324 REASONS AGAINST SETTLING | 

factory reaſon can be therefore: given, why they alone 
ſhould bear the whole additional weight, unleſs it will be 
alledged that their property is not upon an equal foot 
with the properties of other men. They acquire their 


own ſinall pittance hy at leaſt as honeſt means as their 


neighbours the landlords poſſeſs their : eſtates; and have 


been always ſuppoſed, except in | rebellious. or : fanatical 


times, to have as good a title: for no families: now in be- 
ing can ſhew a more ancient. Indeed, if it be true, that 
ſome perſons (I hope they were not many) were ſeen to 
laugh when the rights of the clergy were mentioned; in 


this caſe an opinion may poſhbly be ſoon advanced, that 


they have no rights at all. b likely enough to 
gain ground, in proportioa as the contempt of all reli- 
gion ſhall e which is already in a very forward 
way. | 
£4 faid, there will be alſo added in this : bill ;a clauſe 
for diminiſhing the tithe of hops, in order to cultivate 
that uſeful plant among us: and here likewiſe the load is 
to lie entirely on the ſhoulders of the clergy, while the 
landlords reap all the benefit. It will not be eaſy to fore · 
ſee where ſuch proceedings are like to ftop : or whether 
by the ſame authority, in civil times, a parliament may 
not as juſtly challenge the ſame power in reducing all 
things titheable, not below the tenth part of the product 
(which is and ever will be the clergy's equitable right) 
but from a tenth part to a ſixtieth or eightieth, and from 
thence to nothing. 

I have heard it granted by ſſcilful perſons, that the 
practice of taxing the ofergy. by parliament without their 
own conſent is a new thing, not much above the date of 
ſeventy years: before which period, in times of peace, 
they always taxed themſelves. : But things are extremely 


altered at preſent : it is not now ſufficient to tax them in 


common with -their fellow-ſabje&s, without impoſing an 
additional tax upon them, from which, or from any thing 
equivalent, all their fellow-fubjeQs are exempt; and this 
in a country profeſſing Chriſtianity. 

The greateſt part of the clergy throughout this kingdom 
have been ſtripped of their glebes by the confuſion of 


2 10 violence, fraud, oppreſſion, and other __ 
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fal means; all which glebes are now in the hands of the 
laity. $6 that they now ate generally foreed to lie at the 
mercy of landlords for a ſmall: piece of ground in their 
pariſhes; at a moſt” exhorbitant rent, and uſually for a 
ſhort term of years, whereon to build a houſe, and enable 
them to reſide. Let; in ſpite of! theſe diſadvantages, I 
am a witneſs, that they are generally more conſtant reſi- 
dents than their brethren in England; where the meaneſt 
vicar hath a convenient dwelling with a-barn, a garden, and 
a ſield or two for his cattle; beſides the certainty of his 
little income from honeſt farmers, able and willing not 
ozly to pay him his dues, but likewiſe to make him pre- 
ſents according to their ability for his better ſupport; In 
all which circumſtances the clergy of Ireland meet with a 
treatment directly contrary. 

It it hoped the Honourable houſe will conſider that it 
is impoſſible for the moſt ill- minded, avaricious, or cun- 
ning clergyman to do the leaſt injuſtice to the meaneſt cot- 
tager in his pariſh, in any bargain for tithes, or other ec- 
cleſiaſtical dues, He can at the utmoſt only demand to 
have his tithe fairly laid out; and does not once in a hun- 
dred times obtain his demand. But every tenant, from 
the pooreſt cottager to the moſt ſubſtantial farmer, can and 
generally doth impoſe upon the miniſter, by fraud, by 
theft, by lies, by perjuries, by inſolence, and ſometimes 
by force; notwithſtanding the utmoſt vigilance and fkill: 
of himſelf and his proctor. Inſomuch that it is allowed 
that the clergy in general receive little more than one half 
of their legal dues; not including the charges they are 

at in collecting or bargaining for them. 

The land-rents of Ireland are computed to about two 
millions, whereof one tenth amounts td two hundred 
thouſand pounds. The beneficed clergymen, excluding 
thoſe of this city. are not reckoned to be above five hun- 
dred; by which computation they ſhould each of them 
poſſeſs two hundred pounds a- year, if thoſe tithes were 
equally divided, although in well-cultivated corn- countries 
it ought to be more; whereas they hardly receive one 
half of that ſum, with great defalcations, and in very 
bad payments. There are indeed a few glebes in the 
north Marr conſiderable; but if theſe and all the reſt 
were 
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were in like manner equally divided, they would not add 
ve pounds a - year to every clergyman. Therefore, whe- 
ther the condition of vhe clergy in general among us be 
juſtly liable to envy, or able to bear a heavy burden, which 
neither the nobility nor gentry, nor tradeſmen, nor farm- 
ers, will touch with one of their fingers; this, I ſay, is | 
ſubmitted to the Honourable houſe. | e 
One terrible circumſtance in this bill is, that of turning 
the tithe of fax and hemp into what the lawyers call a 
modus, or a certain ſum in lieu of a tenth part of the pro- 
— And by this practice of claiming a modus in many | 
parithes by ancient cuſtom, the clergy in both kingdoms 
have been almoſt incredible ſufferers. Thus in the pre. 
ſent caſe, the tithe of a tolerable acre of fax, which by 
a medium is worth twelve ſhillings, is by the preſent bill 
reduced to four ſhillings, Neither is this the worſt part in 
a modus ; every determinate ſum muſt in proceſs of time 
fink from a fourth to a four and twentieth part, or a great 
deal lower, by that neceſſary fall attending the value of 5 
money, which is now at leaſt nine tenths lower all over 
Europe than it was four hundred years ago, by a gradual 
decline; and even a third , part at leaſt within. our own 
memories in purchaſing almoſt every thing required for the 
neceſſities or conveniencies of life; as any gentleman can 
atteſt, who hath kept houſe for twenty, years paſt. - And 
this will equally affe& poor countries as well as rich, - For 
although I look upon it as an impoſſibility that this king- 
dom ſhould ever thrive under its preſent diſadvantages, 
which without a miracle muſt {hill increaſe ; yet when the 
whole caſh of the nation ſhall fink to fifty thouſand pounds, 
we mult in all our traffic abroad either of import or export 
go by the general rate, at which money is valued in thoſe. 
countries that enjoy the common privileges of humankind, 
For this reaſon no corporation (if the clergy may preſume 
to call themſelves one) ſhonld by any means grant away 
their properties in perpetuity upon any conſideration what- 
ſoever; which is a rock that many corporations have ſplit ' 
upon to their great impoveriſhment, and ſometimes to their 
utter undoing; becauſe they are ſuppoſed to ſubſiſt for 
ever, and becauſe no determination of money is of ary 
certain perpetual intrinſic value, This is known enough 
in 
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in England, where eſtates let for ever, ſome hundred years 
ago, by ſeveral ancient noble families, do not at this preſent 
pay their poſterity a twentieth part of what they are now 
worth at an eaſy rent. 

A tax affecting one part of a nation, which already bears 
its full ſhare in all parliamentary impoſitions, cannot poſſibly 
be juſt, except it be inflicted as a puniſhment upon that bo- 
dy of men, which is taxed, for ſome great demerit or dan- 
ger to the public apprehended from thoſe upon whom it is 
laid: thus the Papiſis and Nonjurors have been doubly 
taxed for refuſing to give proper ſecurities to the govern- 
ment; which cannot be objected againſt the clergy. And 
therefore if this bill ſhould paſs, I think it ought to be 
with a preface, ſhewing wherein they have offended, and 
for what diſaffection or other crime they are puniſhed, _ 

If an additional exciſe upon ale, or a duty upon fleſh and 
bread were to be enacted, neither the victualler, butcher, 
or baker would bear any more of the charge than for what 
themſelves conſumed, but it would be an equal general tax 
through the whole kingdom : whereas by this bill the cler- 
gy alone are avowedly condemned to be deprived of their 
ancient, inherent, undiſputed rights, in order to encourage 
a manufacture by which all the relt of the kingdom are ſup- 
poſed to be gainers. 

This bill is directly againſt magna charta, whereof the 
firſt clauſe is for confirming the inviolable rights of holy 


church ; as well as contrary to the oath taken by all our 


kings ar their coronation, where they ſwear to defend and 
protect the church in all rights, 

A tax laid upon employments is a very different thing. 
The poſſeſſors of civil and military employments are no 
corporation; neither are they any part of our conſtitution; 
their ſalaries, pay, and perquiſites are all changeable at the 
pleaſure of the prince who beſtows them, although the ar- 
my be paid from funds raiſed and appropriated by the le- 
gillature. But the clergy, as they have little reaſon to 
expect, ſo they deſire no more than their ancient legal 


dues; only indeed with the removal of many grievous im- 


pediments in the collection of them; which it is to be 
feared they muſt wait for until more favourable times. It 
is well known that they have already, of their own accord, 

Vol. III. D d ſhewn 
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ſhewn great indulgence to their people upon this very arti- 
cle of flax, ſeldom taking above a fourth part of their 
tithe for ſmall parcels, and oftentimes nothing at all from 
new beginners; waiting with patience until the farmers 
were able, and until great quantities of land were employ- 
ed in that part of huſbandry ; never ſuſpecting that their 
good intentions ſhould be perverted in ſo ſingular a manner 
to their detriment by that very aſſembly, which, during the 
time that convocations (which are an original part of our 
conſtitution, ever ſince Chri/tianity became national among 
us) are thought fit to be ſuſpended, God knows for what 
reaſon, or from what provocations ; I ſay from that very 
aſſembly, who during the intervals of convecations ſhould 
rather be ſuppoſed to be guardians of the rights and pro- 


perties of the clergy, than to make the leaſt attempt upon 


either. 

I have not heard upon inquiry, that any of thoſe gen- 
tlemen who among us without doors are called the court- 
party, diſcover the leaſt zeal in this affair. If they had 
thoughts to interpoſe, it might be conceived they would 
ſhew their diſpleaſure againſt this bill, which muſt very 
much leſſen the value of the King's patronage upons pro- 
motion to vacant ſees, in the diſpoſal of deaneries, and other 
conſiderable preferments in the church, which are in the 
donation of the crown; whereby the viceroys will have 


fewer good preferments to beſtow on their dependents, as 


7 


Curity for payment: at the expenſe of the clergy, 


well as upon the kindred of members, who may have a 
faſhcient ſtock of that fort of merit, whatever it may be, 
which may in future times molt prevail. 

The D#ſenters, by not ſucceeding in their endeavours 
to procure a repeal of the 7%, have loſt nothing, but con- 


tinue in a full enjoyment of their toleration; while the 


clergy, without giving the leaſt offence, are by this bill de- 
prived of a conſiderable branch of their ancient legal rights, 
whereby the ſchiſmatical party will have the pleaſure of 
gratifying their revenge hoc Graii voluere. 

The farmer will find no relief by this -zodus, becauſe 
when his preſent leaſe ſhall expire, his landlord will infal- 
libly raiſe the rent in an equal proportion upon every part 
of land where flax is ſown, and have ſo much a better ſe- 


if 
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If we judge by things paſt, it little avails that this bill 


is to be limited to a certain time of ten, twenty, or thirty 
years. For no landlord will ever conſent that a law ſhall 
expire, by which he finds himſelf a gainer; and of this 
there are many e as well in England as in this 
kingdom. 

The great end of this bill is by proper encouragement 
to extend the linen manufacture into-thoſe countries where 
it hath hitherto been little cultivated : but this eneourage- 
ment of /eſſening the tithe of flax and hemp is one of ſuch 
a kind as, it is to be feared, will have a directly contrary 
effect. Becauſe, if I am rightly informed, no ſet of men 
hath, for their number and fortunes, been more induſtri- 
ous and ſucceſsful than the clergy, in introducing that ma- 
nufaQure into places which were unacquainted with it, by: 
perſuading their people to ſow fax and hemp; by procu- 
ring ſeed for them, and by having them inſtructed in the. 
management thereof; and this they did not without rea- 
ſonable hopes of increaſing the value of their pariſhes af- 
ter ſome time, as well as of promoting the benefit of the 
public. But if this--odus ſhould take place, the clergy 
will be fo far from- gaining, that they will become loſers 
by their extraordinary care, by having their beſt arable 
lands turned to flax and hemp, which are reckoned great 
impoveriſhers of land: they cannot therefore be blamed, 


if they ſhc::1a ſhew as much zeal to prevent its being in- 


troduced or improved in their pariſhes as they hitherto- 
have ſhewed in the introducing and improving it. This, 
am told, ſome of them have already declared, at leaſt ſ 

far as to reſolve not to give themſelves any more trouble 
than other men about promoting a manufacture, by the 


ſucceſs of which they only of all men are to be ſufferers. 


Perhaps the giving even a further encouragement than the 
law doth, as it now ſtands, to a ſet of men who might on 
many accounts be ſo uſeful to this purpoſe, would be no 
bad method of having the great end of the bill more ef- 
fectually anſwered : but this is what they are far from de · 
firing ; all they petition for is no more than to continue 
on the ſame footing with the reſt of their fellow-ſub- 
jects. 
If this modus of paying by the acre be to paſs into a 
D d 2 law, 
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law, it were to be wiſhed, that the fame law would not 
only appoint one or more {worn ſurveyors in each pariſk 
to meaſure the lands on which fax and hemp are ſown, 
but alſo ſettle the price of ſurveying, and determine whe- 
ther the incumbent or farmer is to pay for each annual 
ſurvey. Without ſomething of this kind there mult con- 
ſtantly be diſputes between them, and the neighbouring 
juſtices of peace mult be teized as often as thoſe diſputes 
happen. 

I had written thus far, when a paper was ſent to me 
-with ſeveral reaſons againſt the bill, fome whereof, al- 
though they have been already touched, are put in a bet- 
ter light, and the reſt did not occur to me. I ſhall deli- 
ver them 1n the author's own words, 

I. That tithes are the patrimony of the church; and 
if not of divine original, yet at leaſt of great antiquity. 

II. That all purchaſes and leaſes of titheable lands, for 
many centuries paſt, have been made and taken, ſubje& to 
the demand of tithes, and thoſe lands fold and taken juſt 
ſo much the cheaper on that account. 

III. That if any lands are exempted from tithes, or the 
legal demands of ſuch tithes leſſened by act of parlia- 
ment, ſo much value is taken from the proprietor of the 
tithes, and veſted in the proprietor of the lands, or his 
head tenants, 

IV. That no innocent unoffending perſon can be ſo de- 
prived of his property without the greateſt violation of 


common juſtice, 


V. That to do this upon a prof] pect of encouraging the 
linen or any other manufacture, is acting upon a very miſ- 
taken and unjuſt ſuppoſition; inaſmuch as the price of 
the lands ſo e will be no way leſſened to the farm - 
er by ſuch a law. 

VI. That the clergy are content chearfully to bear (as 
they now do) any burthen in common with their fellow- 
ſubjects, either for the ſupport of his Majeſty's govern- 
ment, or the encouragement of the trade of the nation; 
but think it very hard that they ſhould be ſingled out to 

pay heavier taxes than others at a time, when, by the de- 
| creaſe of the value of their pariſhes, they are leſs able to 
bear them. 
VII, That 
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VII. That the legiſlature hath heretofore diſtinguiſhed 
the. clergy by exemptions; and not by additional loads; 
and the preſent clergy of the kingdom hope they have 
not deſerved worſe of the legiſlature than their predeceſ- 
ſors. 

VIII. That, by the original conſtitution of theſe king; 
doms, the. clergy had the ſole right of taxing themſelves, 
and were in poſſeſſion of that right as low as the reſtora- 
tion; and if that right be now devolved upon the Commons 
by the ceſſion of the clergy, the Commons can be conſider- 
ed in this caſe in no other light than as the guardians: of 
the clergy. 

IX. That beſides thoſe tithes always in the poſſeſſion of 
the clergy, there are ſome portions of tithes lately come 
into their poſſeſſion by purchaſe ; that if this clauſe ſhould. 
take place, they would not be allowed the benefit of 
theſe purchaſers upon an equal foot of advantage with 
the reſt of their fellow-ſubje&ts. And that ſome tithes in 
the hands of improprietors are under ſettlements and mort- 
| gages, 

X. That the gentlemen of this:houſe ſhould conſider, . 
that loading the clergy is loading their own younger bro- 
thers and children, with this additional] grievance, that it Is; 
taking from the younger and poorer to give to the elder 
and richer; and, 

Laſtly, That if it were at any time juſt and proper to 
do this, it would however be too ſevere to do it now, 
when all the tithes of the kingdom are known for ſome 
years paſt to have ſunk above. one third part in their va- 
lue. | 

Any income in the. bands of the clergy i is at leaſt as 
uſeful to the public as the ſame income in the hands of the 
laity. 

It were more reaſonable to grant the clergy in three 
parts of the nation an additional ſupport than to diminiſh WY 
their preſent ſubſiſtence. 

Great employments are and will be in the hands of 
Pngliſhmen ; nothing left for the younger ſons of Iriſhmen + 
but vicarages, tide-waiters places, Cc. therefore no reaſon : 
to make them worſe, 

The. modus upon the flax i <p" England affects only lands 
5 re 
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reclaimed fince the year 1690, and is at the rate of five 
ſhillings the Engliſh. acte, which is equivalent to eight 
ſhillings and eight pence Iriſh, and that to be paid before 
the fa mer removed it from the field. Flax is a manufac- 
ture of little conſequence in England, but is the ſtaple in 
Ireland, and if it increaſes, (as it probably will), muſt in 
many places joſtle out corn, becauſe it is more gainful. 

The clergy of the eſtabliſhed church have no intereſt, 
like thoſe of the church of Rome, diſtin from. the true 
intereſt of their country, and therefore ought to ſuffer un- 
der no diſtinct impoſitions or taxes of any kind. 

The bill for ſettling the modus-of flax in England was 
brought in the firſt year of the reign of King George I. 
_ when the elergy lay very unjuſtly under the imputation of 
fome diſaffection; and to encourage the bringing in of 
ſome fens in Lincolnſhire which were not to be continued 
under fax; but it left all lands where fax had been ſown 
before that time under the ſame condition of tithing, in 
which they were before the paſſing of that bill: whereas 
this bill takes away what the clergy are actually poſſeſſed: 
or. 

That the woollen manufacture is the ſtaple of England, 
as the linen is that of Ireland, yet no attempt was ever 
made in England to reduce the tithe of wool for the en- 
couragement of that manufacture. This manufacture hath 
already been remarkably favoured by the clergy, who 
have hitherto been generally content with leſs than half, 
ſome with ſix pence a-garden, and ſome have taken no- 
thing. 
| Employments, they ſay, have been taxed; the reaſons 
for which taxation will not hold with regard to. property, 
at leaſt till employments become inheritances. The Com- 
mons always have had ſo tender a regard to property, that 
they never would ſuffer any law to paſs, whereby any par- 


ticular perſons might be aggrieved without their own con- 
—_. "= 


N. B. Some alterations have been made in the bill about 


the modus, ſince the above paper was written ; but 
they are of little moment, | 


A 


A modeſt PROPOSAL for preventing the Cy 1TL- 
DREN Of POOR PEOPLE in IRELAND from 
being a burden to their parents or country, 
and for making them beneficial- to the pu-- 
blic.. 


F is a melancholy object to thoſe who walk through 
this great town, or travel in the country, when they 
ſee the ſtreets, the roads, and cabin-doors crouded with 
beggars of the female ſex; followed by three, four, or 
fix children, all in rags, and importuning every paſſenger 
for. an alms. Theſe mothers, inſtead of being able to 
work for their honeſt livelihood, are forced to employ all 
their time in {trolling to beg ſuſtenance for their helple/5- 
infants, who, as they grow. up, either turn th/eves for 
want of work, or leave their dear native country to fight 
for the pretender: in Spain, or. ſell themſelves to Bar- 
| badoes. 

I think it is agreed by all parties, that this prodigious - 
number of children in the arms, or: on the backs; or at 
the heels of their others, and frequently of their fathers, 
is, in the preſent deplorable ſtate of the kingdom, a very 
great additional-grievance; and therefore, whoever could 
find out a fair, cheap, and eaſy method of making theſe 
children ſound and uſeful members of the commonwealth, - 
would deſerve ſo well of the public, as to have his ſtatue 
ſet up for a preſerver of the nation. 

But my intention is very far from being confined to pro- 
vide only for the children of profeſſed beggars ;- it is of a 
much greater extent, and ſhall take in the whole number 
of infants at a certain age, who are born of parents in ef- 
fect as little able to ſupport them, as thoſe who demand 
our charity in the ſtreets. 

As to my own part, having turned my thoughts for 
many years upon this important ſubject, and maturely 
weighed the ſeveral ſchemes of our projedtors, I have al- 
ways found them groſsly miſtaken in their computation, It 

is 


— 
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is true, a child jaſt dropt from its dam may be ſupported: 
by her milk for a ſolar year, with little other nouriſhment; 
at: moſt not above the value of two ſhillings, which the 
mother may certainly get, or the value in ſcraps, by her 
lawful occupation of begging ; and it is exactly at one year 
old that I propoſe to provide for them in fuch a manner, 
as inſtead of being a charge upon their parents, or: the 
pariſh, or. wanting. food and raiment for the reſt of their 
lives, they ſhall, on the contrary, contribute to the feed- 
ing, and partly to the cloathing of many thouſands, 
There is likewiſe another great advantage in my ſcheme, 
that it will prevent thoſe voluntary abortions, and that 
horrid practice of omen murdering their baſtard, chil- 
Aren, alas! too frequent among. us, ſacrificing the poor 
innocent babes, I doubt-more to avoid the expenſe than the 
ſhame, which would move tears and pity in the moſt ſa- 
vage and inhuman brealt. | 1 
The number of ſoals in this kingdom being uſually 
reckoned one million and a half, of theſe I calculate there 
may be about two hundred thouſand couple, whoſe wives 
are breeders; from which number I ſubtract thirty thou- 
ſand couple, who are able to maintain their own children, 
(although I apprehend there cannot be ſo many under f%e 
preſent diſtreſſes of the kingdom) but this being granted, 
there will remain an hundred and ſeventy thouſand breed- 
ers. I again ſubtract fifty thouſand for thoſe women 
who miſcarry, or whoſe children die by accident or diſ- 
_ eaſe within the year. There only remain an: hundred 
and twenty thouſand children of poor. parents- annually 
born; The queſtion therefore is, How this number ſhall 
be reared and provided for? which, as I have already 
faid, under the preſent ſituation of affairs is utterly im- 
poſſible by all the methods hitherto propoſed, For we 
can neither employ them in handicraft or epriculture; 
we neither build houfes, (I mean in the country), nor 
cultivate land: they can very ſeldom pick ap a livelihood 
by ftealing, till they arrive at ſix years old, except where 
they are of towardly parts; although I confeſs they learn 
the rudiments much earlier; during which time they can 
however be properly looked upon only as probationeri; 
as I have been informed by a principal gentleman in the 
county 
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county 'of Cavan, who proteſted to me, that he never 
knew above one or two inſtances under the age of ſix, even 
in a part of the kingdom ſo renowned for the quickeſt pro- 
ficiency in that art. 
I am aſſured by our merchants, that a boy or a girl be- 
fore twelve years old is no ſaleable commodity ; and e- 
ven when they come to this age, they will not yield above 
three pounds, or three pounds and half a crown at moſt 
on the exchange, which cannot turn to account either to 
the parents or kingdom, the charge of nutriment and rags 
having. been at leaſt four times that value. 
I ſhall now therefore humbly propoſe my own thoughts, 
which I hope will not be liable to the leaſt objection, 
I have been aſſured by a very knowing American of my 

acquaintance in London, that a young healthy child, well 
nurſed, is at a year old a moſt delicious, nouriſhing, and 
wholeſome food, whether ſewed, roaſted, baked, or boiled; 
and I make no doubt that it will equally ſerve in a fricaſſe, 
or a ragouſ}, 

1 do therefore humbly offer it to public confideration, 
that of the hundred and twenty thouſand children already 
computed, twenty thouſand may be reſerved for breed, 
whereof only one fourth part to be males; which is more 
than we allow to /heep, black cattle, or fine; and my 
reaſon is, that theſe children are ſeldom the fruits of mar- 
riage, a circumſtance not much regarded by our ſavages, 
therefore one male will be ſufficient to ferve four females. 
That the remaining hundred thouſand may, at a year old, 
be offered in ſale to the perſons of quality and fortune 
through the kingdom ; always adviſing the mother to let 
them ſuck pleotifully in the laſt month, ſo as to render 
them plump, and fat for a good table. A child will make 
two diſhes at an entertainment for friends; and when the 
family dines alone, the fore or hind quarter will make a 
reaſonable diſh, and ſeaſoned with a little pepper or ſalt, will 
be very good boiled on the fourth day, eſpecially in avizter. 

I have reckoned, upon a medium, that a child juſt born 
will weigh 12 pounds, and in a ſolar year, if lem 
nurſed, will increaſe to 28 pounds. 

I grant this food will be ſomewhat dear, and therefors 
very proper far landlords, who, as they have already de- 


youred 


326 A MODEST PROPOSAL 


voured molt of the parents, ſeem to have the beſt title to 
the children. 

Infants fleſh will be in ſeaſon tot the year, 
but more plentiful ia March, and a little before and af- 
ter; for we are told by a grave author *, an eminent 
French phyſician, that h being a prolific diet, there are 
more children born in Roman- Catholic countries about 
nine months after Lent, than at any other ſeaſon ; there- 
fore reckoning a year after Lent, the markets will be more 
glutted than uſual, becauſe the number of Popi/h infants 
is at leaſt three to one in this kingdom; and therefore it 
will have one other collateral advantage by leflening the 
number of Papiſis among us. 

1 have already computed the charge of nurſing a beg- 
gar's child (in which lift I reckon all cortagers, labourers, 
and four fifths of the farmers) to be about-two ſhillings 
per annum, rags included; and 1 believe no gentleman 
would repine to give ten ſhillings for the carcaſe of a god 


fat child, which, as I have faid, will make four diſhes 


of excellent nutritive meat, wh he hath only ſome par- 
ticular friend or his own family to dine with him. Thus 
the ſquire will learn to be a good landlord, and grow po- 


pular among his tenants, the mother will have eight ſhillings 


neat profit, and be fit for work, till ſhe produces another 
child. : 

Thoſe who are more thrifty (as I muſt confe , the 
times require) may flay the carcaſe; the ſkin of which, 
artificially drefled, will make admirable gloves for ladies, 
and ſummer boots for fine gentlemen, 

As to our city of Dublin, ſhambles may be appointed for 


this purpoſe in the moſt convenient parts of it, and but- 


chers we may be aſſured will not be wanting; although 
rather recommend buying the children alive, and dreſſing 
them hot from the knife, as we do roaſting pigs. 

Avery worthy perſon, a true lover of his country, and 
whoſe virtues I highly eſteem, was lately pleaſed, in dif- 
courſing on this matter, to offer a refinement upon my 
ſcheme. He ſaid, that many gentlemen of this kingdom 

having of late deſtroyed their deer, he conceived that the 


Rabelais. 
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want. 
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want of veniſon might be well ſuplied by the bodies of 
young lads and maidens, not exceeding fourteen years of 
age, nor under twelve; ſo great a number of both ſexes 
in every county being now ready to ſtarve for want of 
work and ſervice: and theſe to be diſpoſed of by their 
parents, if alive, or otherwiſe by their neareſt relations. 
But, with due deference to ſo excellent a friend, and ſo 
deſerving a patriot, 1 cannot be altogether in his ſenti- 
ments: for, as to the mal&, my American acquaintance 
aſſured me, from frequent experience, that their fleſh was 
generally tough and lean, like that of our ſchoolboys, 
by continual exerciſe, and their taſte diſagreeable, and 
to fatten them would not anſwer the charge. Then, as 

to the females, it would, I think, with humble ſubmiſſion, 
be a loſs to the public, becauſe they ſoon would become 
breeders themſelves: and beſides, it is not improbable, 
that ſome ſcrupulous people might be apt to cenſure ſuch 
a practice, (although indeed very unjuſtly), as a little bor- 
dering upon cruelty ; which, I confeſs, hath always been 
with me the ſtrongeſt objection againſt any project, how 
well ſoever intended, 

But in order to juſtify my friend, he confeſſed, that 
this expedient was put into his head by the famous Sal- 
manaazor, a native of the iſland Formoſa, who came 
from thence to London above twenty years ago, and, in 
converſation, told my friend, that in his country, when 
any young perſon happened to be put to death, the ex- 
ecutioner ſold the carcaſes to perſons of quality as @ prime 
dainty ; and that in his time the body of a plump girl of 
fifteen, who was crucified for an attempt to poiſon the 
Emperor, was ſold to his Imperial Maje/ty's prime mi- 
viſter of ftate, and other great mandarins of the court, 
in joints from the gibbet, at four hundred crowns.: Nei- 
ther indeed can 1 deny, that if the ſame uſe were made 
of ſeveral plump. young girls in this town, who, without, 
one ſingle groat to their fortunes, cannot ſtir abroad with- 
out a chair, and appear at a playhouſe and afſemblies in 
foreign fineries which they never will pay for, the king- 
dom would not be the worle. 

Some perſons of a deſponding ſpirit are in great con- 


cern about that vaſt number of poor people, who are aged, 
Sn 
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diſeaſed, or maimed; and I have been deſired to employ 
my thoughts, what courſe may be taken to eaſe the na- 
tion of ſo grievous an incumbrance. But I am not in the 
leaſt pain upon that matter, becauſe it is very well known, 
that they are every day dying, and rotting, by cold and 
famine, and filth and vermine, as fait as can be reaſonably 
expected. And as to the young labourers, they are now 
in almoſt as hopeful a condition: they cannot get work, 
and conſequently pine away for want of nouriſhment, to 
a degree, that if at any time they are accidentally hired 
to common labour, they have not ſtrength to perform-it ; 
and thus the country and themſelves: are happily delivered 
from the evils to come. 

I have too long digreſſed, and therefore ſhall return to 
my ſubject. I think the advantages by the propoſal 
which I have made, are obvious and many; as well as of 
the higheſt importance. | 125 

For, firſ?, as I have already obſerved, it would great- 
iy leſſen the number of Papiſts, with whom we are yearly 
over-run, being the principal breeders of the nation, as 
well as our moſt dangerous enemies, and who (tay at home 
on purpoſe to deliver the kingdom to the pretender, ho- 
ping to take their advantage by the abſence of ſo /o many 
good Proteſtants, who have chofen rather to leave their 
country, than ſtay at home” and pay tithes againſt their 
conſcience to an Epiſcopal curate, | 

Secondly, The poorer tenants will have ſomething va- 
Juable of their own, which by law may be made liable 
to a diſtreſs, and help to pay their landlord's rent; their 
corn and cattle being already ſeized, and money a thing 
unknown. 1 

Thirdly, Whereas the maintenance of an hundred 
thouſand children, from two years old and upwards, can- 
not be computed at leſs than ten ſhillings apiece per an- 
num, the nation's ſtock will be thereby increaſed fifty 
thouſand pounds per annum, beſides the profit of a new 
dith introduced to the tables of all gentlemen of fortune 
in the kingdom, who have any refinement in taſte, And 
the money will circulate among ourſelves, the goods being 
entirely of our own growth and manufacture, 

_ Feurthly, The conſtant breeders, beſides the pain of 
eight 
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eight ſhillings Sterling per annum by the ſale of their chil- 
dren, will be rid of the charge of maintaining them after 
the firſt year. | 

Fifthly, This food would likewiſe bring great cu/?om 
to taverns; where the vintners will certainly be fo pru- 
dent as to procure the beſt receipts for dreſſing it to per- 
fection, and conſequently have their houſes frequented 
by all the fine gentlemen, who juſtly value themſelves up- 
on their knowledge in good eating; and a ſkilful cook, 
who underſtands how to oblige his. gueſts, will contrive to 
make it as expenſive as they pleaſe. 3 

 Sixthly, This would be a great inducement to mar- 
riage, which all wiſe nations have either encouraged by re- 
wards, or inforced by laws and penalties, It would in- 
creaſe the care and tenderneſs of mothers towards their 
children, when they were ſure of a ſettlement for life to 
the poor babes, provided in ſome ſort by the public, to 
their annual profit inftead of expenſe. We ſhould ſoon 
ſee an honeſt emulation among the married women, which 
&f them could bring the fatteſt child to the market. Men 
would become as ond of their wives during the time of 
their pregnancy, as they are now of their ares in foal, 
their com in- calf, or ſows when they are ready to farrow; 
nor offer to beat er kick them (as is too Vreguent a prac- 
tice) for fear of a miſcarriage. | 

Many other advantages might be enumerated. For 
inſtance, the addition of ſome thouſand carcaſes in our 
exportation of barreled beef: the propagation of ui 

#e/h, and improvement in the art of making good bac, 
ſo much wanted among us by the great deſtruttion of pps, 
too frequent at our tables; which are no way comparable, 
in taſte or magnificence, to a well-grown, fat; yearly. child, 
which roaſted whole, will make a conſiderable figure at a 
lord mzjor's feaſt, or any other public entertainment. 
But this, and many others, I omit, being ſtudious of bre- 

vity. i 

Suppoſing that one thouſand families in this city would 
be conſtant cuſtomers for infant's fleſh, beſides others who 
might have it at merry meetings, particularly at wedding. 
and chriſtenings, I compute, that Publin would take of 


annually about twenty thouſand carcaſes; and the reſt 


Vol. III. E e | of 


330 A MODEST PROPOSAL 


of the kingdom (where probably they will be ſold * 
what cheaper) the remaining eighty thouſand. 

I can think of no one objection, that will poſſibly be rai- 
ſed againſt this propoſal, unleſs it ſhould be urged, that the 
number of people will be thereby much leſſened in the 
kingdom. This I freely own, and it was indeed one prin- 
cipal deſign in offering it to the world. I deſire the read- 


er. will obſerve, that I calculate my remedy for this one 
individual kingdom of [REL AND, and for no other that e. 


ver was, is, or, 1 think, ever can be upon earth. There- 
fore let no man talk to me of other expedients : cf taxing 
our abſentees at five ſhillings a-pound : of uſing neither 
cloaths nor houſehold furniture, except what is of our own 
growth and manufacture: of utterly rejecting the mate- 
rials and inſtruments that promote foreign luxury: of 
curing the expenſrveneſs of pride, vanity, #dlenefs, and 
gaming in our women: of introducing a vein of parſimo- 
ny, prudence, and temperance : of learning to love our 
country, in the want of which we differ even from Lae- 
- LANDERS, and the inhabitants of TOP1NAMBOO : of guit- 
ting our animoſities and fuctiont, nor acting any longer 
like the Jeaus, who were murdering one another at the very 
moment their city was talen: of being a little cau- 
tious not Io ſell our country and conſciences for nothing: 

of teaching landlords ts have at leaſt one degree of mercy 
towards their tenants : laſtly, of putting a ſpirit of ho- 
neſiy, induſtry, and ſkill into our ſhopkeepers, aubo, if a 
reſolution could now be taken to buy only our native goods, 
would immediately unite to cheat and exact upon us in the 
Price, the meaſure, and the goodneſs, nor could ever yet be 


brought to make one fair propoſal of juft dealing, though 


Men and earneſtly invited to it. 
Therefore I repeat, let no man talk to me of theſe and 


the like expedients *, till he hath at leaſt ſome glimpſe of 


hope, that there will ever be ſome hearty and ſincere at- 
tempt to put them in practice. 


* Theſe expedients had been propoſed before, ſome of them 
by the. Dean, and to urge the practice of them h ſpewing the 


oi alternative, ſeems to have been the deſign of this paper. 
Harukeſ. | 


7 : 2 But, : 
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But, as to myſelf, having been wearied out for many 
years with offering vain, idle, viſionary thoughts, and at 
length utterly deſpairing of ſucceſs, I fortunately fell upon 
this propoſal ; which, as it is whoily new, ſo it hath ſome- 
thing ſolid and real, of no expenſe and little trouble, full 
in our own power, and whereby we can incur no danger in 
diſobliging ENGLAND, Por this kind of commodity will 
not bear exportation, the fleſh being of too tender a con- 
Gitence to admit a long continuance in ſalt, although, per- 
haps, I could name a country, which would be glad to eat 
up our whole nation without it. 

After all, Jam not ſo violently bent upon my own opi- 
nion as to reject any offer propoſed by wiſe men, which 


| ſhall be found equally innocent, cheap, eaſy, and effectual. 


But before ſomething of that kind ſhall be advanced in con- 
tradiction to my ſcheme, and offering a better, I deſire 
the author or authors will be pleaſed maturely to conſider 
two points. Fir/?, As things now ſtand, how they will be 
able to find food and raiment for a hundred thouſand uſe- 
leſs mouths and backs, And, ſecondly, There being a. 
round million of creatures in human figure throughout this 
kingdom, whoſe whole ſubſiſtence put into a common ſtock. 
would leave them in debt two millions of pounds Sterling, 


adding thoſe who are beggars by profeſſion, to the bulk of 
farmers, cottagers, and labourers, with their wives and 
children, who are beggars in effect; I deſire thoſe politi- 


cians who diſlike my overture, and may perhaps be ſo bold 
to attempt an anſwer, that they will firſt 2ſk the parents of 
theſe mortals, whether they would not at this day think 
it a great happineſs to have been fold for food at a year 


old, in the manner I preſcribe, and thereby have avoided 


ſuch a perpetual ſcene of misfortunes, as they have ſince 


gone through, by the ppreſſion of landlords, the impoſſi- 


bility of paying rent without money or trade, the want 


of common ſuſtenance, with neither houſe nor cloaths to co- 


ver them from the inclemencies of the weather, and the 


moſt inevitable proſpect of entailing the like, or greater 
miſeries upon their breed for ever. 


I profeſs, in the ſincerity of my heart, that I have not 
the leaſt perſonal intereſt in endeavouring to promote this 


Ee 2 neceſſary 
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neceſſary work, having no other motive than the public 
good of my country, by advancing our trade, providing 
for infants, relieving the poor, and giving ſome pleaſure 
to the rich, I have no children, by which I can propoſe 


to get a ſingle penny; the youngeſt being nine years old, 5 
and my wife paſt childbearing. 


meet 


To the Honourable houſe of Commons, G&c. 


The humble PETITION of the FooTMEN in 
and about the city of Dublin, 


LWritten in the year 1732 þ 


Humbly ſhaweth,. 


HAT your petitioners are à great and numerous 
feciety, endowed: with ſeveral privileges time our 
of mind. | 

That certain leud, idle, and diſorderly perſons for 
ſeveral months paſt, as it is notoriouſly known, have been 
daily ſeen in the public walks of this city, habited ſome- 
times in green coats, and ſometimes laced, with Tong cal- 
en cudzels in their hands, and without fwords; in hopes 
to procure favour, by that advantage, with a great num- 
ber of ladies who frequent thoſe walks; pretending and 
giving themſelves out to be true genuine Iriſh atmen; 
whereas they can be proved to be no better than common 
7oupees, as a judicious eye may foon diſcover, by their 
awkward, clumſey, ungenteel gait and Behaviour; by their” 
unſkilfalneſs in dreſs even with the advantage of our ha- 
bits; by their ill favoured countenances, with an air off 
impudence and dulneſ7 peculiar to the reſt of their bre- 


_ thren, wio have not yet arrived at that tranfcendent pitch 


of aſſurance; althougli ic may be juſlly apprehended that 
they will do ſo in time, if theſe counterfeits ſhall happen: 
to ſucceed in their evil deſign of paſſing for real footmen, 
thereby to render themſelves more amiable to the ladies. 

Your petitioners do farther alledge, that many of the 
ſaid counterfeits, upon a ſtrict examination, have been 
found in the act of ftrutting, flaring, fwearing, frwag-- 
goring, i a manner that plainly ſhewed their beſt endea- 
vours to imitate us. Wherein, althongh they did not 
lucceed, yet by their ignorant and ungainly way of co- 
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pying our graces, the utmoſt indignity was endeayoured 


to be caſt upon our whole profeſſion. 


Your petitioners do therefore make it their humble re- 


queſt, that this Honourable houſe (to many of whom your 
petitioners are nearly allied) will pleaſe to take this grie- 
vance into your moſt ſerious conſideration : humbly ſub. 
mitting, whether it would not be proper, that certain off- 
cers might at the public charge be employed to ſearch for, 
and diſcover all ſuch counterfeit footmen ; to carry them 
before the next 7u/7ice of peace, by whoſe. warrant, upon 
the firſt conviction, they ſhould be ſtripped of their coats 
and oaken ornaments, and be ſet two hours in the ſtocks; 


upon the ſecond conviction, beſides ſtripping, be ſet fix 


hours in the ſtocks, with a paper pinned on their breaſts, 
fignifying their crime, in large capital letters, and in the 
following words: A. B. commonly called A. B. Eſq; a 
tFoupee,. and a notorious impaſtor, who preſumed to per- 
ſonate a true Iriſh footman. 

And for any other offence, the ſaid foupee ſhall . com- 
mitted to Bridewell, whipped three times, forced to hard 
labour for a month, and not to be ſet at liberty till he ſhall 
have given ſufficient ſecurity for his good behaviour. 

Your Honours will pleaſe to obſerve, with what lenity 


we propoſe to treat theſe enormous offenders, who have 


already brought fuch a ſcandal on our honourable ps 
that ſeveral well meaning people have miſtaken them to 


of our fraternity, in diminution to that credit and dignity 


whereby we have ſupported our ſtation, as we always did, 
in the wor/i, of times, And we farther beg leave to re- 
mark, that this was manifeſtly done with a /editious deſign 
to render us leſs capable of ſerving the public in any great 


employments, as ſeveral of our fraternity, as well as our 


anceſtors, have done. 
We do therefore humbly implore your Honours to give 
neceſſary orders for our relief in this preſent exigency, and 


your petitioners (as in duty bound) ſhall ever pray, Cc. 


A 
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A PROPOSAL for 8 badges to che Bro- 
Saks in all ras. Fig: of anger 


By the Dean of St Patrick's. 
Written 1a the year 17 37. 


I T hath been 2 gene ral complaint, that the poor · houſe 
(eſpecially ſince the new conſtitution by act of parlia- 
ment) hath been of no beneſit to this city, for the eaſe of 
which it was wholly intended. I had the honour to be a 
member of it many years before it was new modelled by 
the legiſlature; not from any perſonal regard, but merely 
as one of the two Deans, who are of courſe put into molt: 
commiſſions that relate to the city; and L have likewiſe the 
honour to have been left out of ſeveral commiſſions upon: 
the ſcore of party, in which my predeceſſors time out of. 
mind have always been members. 

The firſt commiſſion was made up of about fifey perſons, 
which were the lord mayor, aldermen, and ſheriffs, and: 
ſome few other citizens; the judges, the two archbiſhops, 
the two deans of the city, and one or two more gentlemen... 
And I muſt confeſs my opinion, that the diſſolving the old 
commiſhon, and eſtabliſhing a new one of near three times 
the number, have been the great cauſe of rendering {o- 
good a deſign not only uſeleſs, but a grievance inſtead of a 
benefit to the city. In the preſent commiſſion all the city- 
clergy are included, beſides a great number of ſquires, 
not only thoſe who reſide in Dublin and the neighbour- 
hood, but ſeveral who live at a great diſtance, and cannot 
poſſibly have the leaſt concern for the advantage of the 
city. 

At the "I general meetings that I have attended fince 

the new eſtabliſhment, 1 obſerved very little was done ex- 

cept one or two acts of extreme juſtice, which I then 

oO might as well have been ſpared: and 188 
0 


336 A PROPOSAL FOR GIVING | 
found the court of aſſiſtants uſually taken up in little 


wrangles about coachmen, or adjuſting accounts of meat 


and ſmall beer; which, however neceſſary, might ſome- 
times have given place to matters of much greater mo- 
ment, I mean ſome ſchemes recommended to the general 
board for anſwering the chief ends in erefting and eſta- 
bliſhing fach a poor-houſe, and endowing it with ſo con- 
fiderable a revenue: and the principal end I take to bave 
been that of maintaining the poor and orphans of the city, 
where the pariſhes are not able to do it; and clearing the 
ſtreets from all ſtrollers, foreigners, and ſturdy beggars, 
with which, to the univerſal complaint and admiration, 
Dublin is more infeſted ſince the eſtabliſhment of the 
poor-houſe, than it was ever known to be fince its firſt. 
erection. Fo | | 

As the whole fund for ſupporting this hoſpitaP is raiſed 
only from the inhabitants of the city; ſo there can be 
hardly any. thing more abſurd than to ſee it miſemployed 
in maintaining foreign. beggars, and baſtards, or orphans 
of farmers, whoſe country landlords never contributed one- 
ſnilliog towards their ſupport. I would engage, that half 
this revenue, if employed with common care, and no very 
great degree of common honeſty, would maintain all the: 
real objects of charity in this city, except a ſmall num- 
ber of original poor in every pariſh, who might, without” 
being burthenſome to the pariſhioners, find a tolerable ſup» 
port. 7 | | 


I have for fome years paſt applied myſelf to ſeverab. 


lord mayors, and the late Archbiſhop of Dublin, for- 


a remedy. to this evil of foreign beggars; and they all 


appeared ready to receive a very plain propoſal, I mean: 


that of badging the original poor of every pariſh, who- 
begged in the ſtreets; that the ſaid. beggars ſtiould be 
confined to their own. pariſhes ;. that they. ſheuld wear: 
their badges. well ſewn upon one of their ſhoulders, al- 
ways viſible, on pain of being whipped and turned out of 
town; or. whatever legal puniſhment may be thought pro- 
per and effectual. But, by: the. wrong way of thinking in 
fome clergymen, and the indifference of. others, this me- 
thod: was perpetnally defeated, to their own continual dif-- 
quiet, which they do not ill deſerve; and if the grievance: 

TORY affected 
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affected only them, it would be of leſs conſequence ; be- 
cauſe the remedy is in their own power: but all ſtreet- 
walkers and ſhopkeepers bear an equal ſhare in its hourly 
vexation. | | 

I never heard more than one objection againſt this expe- 
dient of badging the poor, and confining their walks to 
their ſeveral pariſhes. The objection was this: What ſhalb 
we do with the foreign beggars? muſt they be left to 
ſtarve? I anſwered, No; but they muſt be driven or 
whipped out of town; and let the next country-pariſh do 
as they pleaſe, or rather, after the practice in England, 
ſend them from one pariſh to another, until they reach their 
own homes. By the old laws of England ſtill in force, 
every pariſh is bound to maintain its own poor; and the 
matter is of no ſuch conſequence in this point as ſome 
would make it, whether a country-pariſ be rich or poor. 
In the remoter and poorer pariſhes of the kingdom, all 
neceſſaries for life, proper for poor people, are compara-- 
tively cheaper; I mean butter-milk, oat-meal, potatoes, 
and other vegetables; and every farmer or cottager, who 
is not himſelf a beggar, can ſometimes ſpare a ſup or a 
morſel, not worth the fourth part of a farthing, to an in- 
dient neighbour of his own pariſh, who is diſabled from 
work. A beggar native of the pariſh. is known to the 
*ſquire, to the church-miniſter, to the Popiſh prieſt,” or 
the conventicle-teacher, as well as to every farmer: he 
' hath generally ſome relations able to live, and contribute: 
ſomething to his maintenance. None of which advantages: 
can be reaſonably expected on a removal to places where 
he is altogether unknown, If he be not quite maimed, 
he and his trull, and litter of brats (if he has any), may 
get half their ſupport by doing ſome kind of work in their 
power, and thereby be leſs burdenſome to the people. In 
ſhort, all neceffaries of life grow in the country, and not 
in cities, and are cheaper where they grow; nor is it equi- 
table that beggars ſhould put us to the charge of giving 
them victuals, and the carriage too. 

But when the ſpirit of wandering takes him, attended 
by his females and their equipage of children, he becomes 
a nuiſance to the whole country: he and his female are 
thieves,. and teach the trade of ſtealing to their * a 

our 
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four years old; and if his infirmities be counterfeit, it is 
dangerous for a ſingle perſon unarmed to meet him on the 
road. He wanders from one conntry to another, but ſtill 
with a view to this town, whither he arrives at laſt, and 
enjoys all the privileges of a Dublin beggar. 

I do not wonder that the country-'{quires ſhould be ve- 
ry willing to ſend up their colonies 5 but why the city 
ſhould be content to receive them, is beyond Ko imagina- 


tion. 


If the city were obliged by their charter to maintain a 


chouſand beggars, they could do it cheaper by eighty per 


cent. a hundred miles off than in this town, or in any of 1 its 
ſuburbs. 


There is no village in 8 that in proportion 


| haves ſo deeply in the daily increaſing miſeries of Ireland, 


as its capital city; to which miſeries there hardly remain- 
ed any addition, except the perpetual ſwarms of foreign 
beggars, who might be baniſhed in a month without ex- 
penſe, and with very little trouble. 

As I am perſonally acquainted with a great number of 
ſtreet-beggars, I find ſome weak attempts have been made 
ia one or two pariſhes to promote the wearing of badges; 
and my firſt queſtion to thoſe who aſk an alms, is, I bere is 
your badge ? I have, in ſeveral years, met with about a 
dozen who were ready to produce them, ſome out of their 
pockets, others from under their coat, and two or three 
on their ſhoulders, only covered with a ſort of capes which 
they could lift up or let down upon occaſion. They are 
too lazy to work; they are not afraid to ſteal, nor aſha- 
med to beg, and yet are too proud to be ſeen with a badge, 
as many of them have confeſſed to me, and not a few in 
very injurious terms, particularly the females. They all 
look upon ſuch an obligation as a high indignity done to 
their office. I appeal to all indifferent people, whether 
ſuch wretches deſerve to be relieved. As to myſelf, I muſt 
confeſs, this abſurd inſolence hath ſo affected me, that for 
ſeveral years paſt I have not diſpoſed of one ſingle farthing 
to a ſtreet · beggar, nor intend to do ſo until 1 ſee a better 
regulation; and I have endeavoured to perſuade all my 
brother walkers to follow my example, which moſt of them 


| * me they do. For, if beggary be not able to beat 


out 
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out pride, it cannot deſerve charity. However, as to per- 
ſons in coaches and chairs, they bear but little of the per- 
ſecution we ſuffer, and are willing to leave it entirely upon 
us. 

To ſay the truth, there is not a more undeſerving vi- 
tious race of humankind than the bulk of thoſe who are 
reduced to beggary, even in this beggarly country. For, 
as a great part of our public miſeries. is originally owing to 
our own faults, (but what thoſe faults are, I am grown by 
experience too wary to mention), ſo I am confident, that 
among the meaner people nineteen in twenty of thoſe who 
are reduced to a ſtarving condition, did not become ſo by 
what the lawyers call the work of God either upon their 
bodies or goods; but merely from their own idleneſs, at- 
tended with all manner of vices, particularly drunkenneſs, 
thievery, and cheating. 

Whoever inquires, as I have frequently done, from 
thoſe who have aſked me an alms, what was their former 
courſe of life, will find them to have been ſervants in good 
families, broken tradeſmen, labourers, cottagers, and 
what they call decayed houſekeepers ; but (to uſe their 
own cant) reduced by loſſes and croffes, by which nothing 
can be underſtood "x idleneſs and vice. 

As this is the only Chriſtian country where people, con- 
trary to the old maxim, are the poverty and not the riches 
of the nation; ſo the bleſſing of increaſe and multiply, 
is by us converted into a curſe ; ; and as marriage hath 
been ever countenanced in all free countries, ſo we ſhould 
be leſs miſerable if it were diſcouraged in ours, as far as 
can be conſi{kgnt with Chriſtianity. It is ſeldom known in 
England, that the labourer, the lower mechanic, the ſer- 
vant, or the cottager, thinks of marrying, until he hath 
ſaved up a ſtock of money ſufficient to carry on his buſi · 
neſs; nor takes a wife without a ſuitable portion; and as 
ſeldom fails of making a yearly addition to that lock, with 
a view of providing for his children. But in this kingdom 
the caſe is directly contrary, where many thouſand couples 
are yearly married, whoſe whole united fortunes, bating 
the rags on their backs, would not be {uflicient to purchaſe 
a pint of butter-milk for their wedding ſupper, nor have 
any proſpect of ſupporting their honourable /tate- = by 
er vice 
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ſervice or labour, or thievery. Nay, their happineſs is oft> 
en deferred until they find credit to borrow, or cunning 
to ſteal a ſhilling to pay their Popiſh prieſt, or infamous 
<ouple-beggar. Surely no miraculous portion of wiſdom 
would be required to find ſome kind of remedy againſt this 
deſtructive evil, or, at leaſt, not to draw the conſequen- 
ces of it upon our decaying city, the greateſt part where- 
of muſt of courſe in a few years become deſolate, or in 
Tuins, 5 

In all other nations, that are not abſolutely barbarous, 
parents think themſelves bound by the law of nature and 
reaſon to make ſome proviſion for their children; but the 
reaſon offered by the inhabitants of Ireland for marrying 


is, that they may have children to maintain them when 


they grow old, and unable to work. | 

I am informed, that we have been for ſome time paſt 
extremely obliged to England for one very beneficial branch 
of commerce ; for, it ſeems, they are grown ſo gracious 
as to tranſmit us continually colonies of beggars, in return 
for a million of money they receive yearly from hence. 
That I may give no offence, I profeſs to mean real Engliſh 
beggars in the literal meaning of the word, as it is uſually 
underſtood by Proteſtants. It ſeems the juſtices of the peace 
and pariſh-officers in the weſtern coaſts of England have a 


good while followed the trade of exporting hither their ſu- 


pernumerary beggars, in order to advance the Engliſh Pro- 
teſtant intereſt among us; and theſe they are ſo kind to 
ſend over gratis and duty-free. I have had the honour 
more than once to attend large cargoes of them from Che- 
ſter to Dublin: and I was then ſo ignora to give my 
opinion, that our city ſhould receive them into Bridewel], 
and, after a month's reſidence, having been well whipped 
twice a-day, fed with bran and water, and put to hard la- 
bour, they ſhould be returned honeſtly back with thanks, 
as cheap as they came: or, if that were not approved of, 
I propoſed, that whereas one Engliſhman is allowed to be 
of equal mtrinſic value with twelve born in Ireland, we 
ſhould in juſtice return them a dozen for one to diſpoſe of 

as they pleaſed. ; | ; 
As tothe native poor of this city, there would be little 
or no damage in confining them to their ſeveral pariſhes. 
| | For 


way, & 
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For inſtance : a beggar of the-pariſh of St Warborongh's, or 
any other pariſh-here, if he be an object of compathon, hath 
-an equal chance to receive his proportion of alms from eve- 
ry charitable hand: becauſe the inhabitants, one or other, 
walk through every ſtreet in town, and give their alms, 
without conſidering the place, where ever they think it 
may be well diſpoſed of; and theſe helps, added to what 
they get in eatables by going from houſe to houſe among 
the gentry and citizens, will, without being very burthen- 
ſome, be U Ucient to keep them alive. 

It is true, tho. boor of the ſuburb-pariſhes will not have 
altogether the ſame Mvantage, becauſe they are not equal- 
fy in the road of buſineis Vd paſſengers : but here it is to 
be conſidered, that the begga, 3 Here have not fo good a 
title to public charity, becauſe-moſt chem are ſtrol lers 
from the country, and compoſe a principal . of chat great 
nuiſance which we ought to remove. | a 
I ſhould be apt to think, that few things can IM 5 
irkſome to a city · miniſter, than a number of beggars w. 
do not belong to his diſtrict, whom he hath no obligation 
to take care of, who are no part of his flock, and who take 
the bread out of the mouths of thoſe to whom it proper- 
ly belongs. When I mention this abuſe to any miniſter of 
a city-pariſh, he uſually lays the fault upon the beadles, 
who, he ſays, are bribed by the foreign beggars ; and, as 
thoſe beadles often keep alehouſes, they find their account 
m ſuch cuſtomers. This evil might eaſily be remedied, if 
the pariſhes would make ſome ſmall addition to the ſalaries 
of a beadle, and be more careful in the choice of thoſe of- 
ficers, But, I conceive, there is one effectual method in 
the power of every miniſter to put in practice; I mean, 
by making it the intereſt of all his own original poor to 
drive out intruders : for if the pariſh beggars were abſo- 
lutely forbidden by the miniſter and church- officers to 
ſaffer ſtrollers to come into the pariſh, upon pain of them- 
{elves not being permitted to beg alms at the church-doors, 
or at the houſes and ſhops of the inhabitants, they would 
prevent interlopers more effectually than twenty beadles. 
And here I cannot but take notice of the great indiſcre- 
tion of our city-ſhopkeepers, who ſuffer their doors to be 
daily beſieged by crouds of beggars (as the gates of 
Vor. III. Ex: a 
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a lord are by duns), to the great diſguſt and vexatfon 
of many cuſtomers, whom I have frequently obſerved to 
go to other fhops, rather than ſuffer ſuch a perſecution ; 


which might eaſily be ayoided, if no foreign beggars were 


allowed to infeſt them. | | 
Wherefore I do aſſert, that the ſhopkeepers, who are 

the greateſt complainers of this grievance, lamenting that 

for every cuſtomer they are worried by fifty beggars, do 


very well deſerve what they ſuffer, when a prentice with 


a horſe-whip is able to laſh every beggar from the ſhop, 
who is not of the pariſh, and doth not wear the badge of 
that pariſh on his ſhoulder, well faſtened, and fairly vi- 
ſible; and if this practice were aniverſal in every houſe to 
all the ſturdy vagrants, we ſhould in a few weeks clear the 
rown of all mengicants, except thoſe who have a pro- 
per title to onr charity: as for the aged and infirm, it 
would be ſufficient to give them nothing, and then they 
muſt Zarve, or follow their brethren. : 

ft was the city that firſt endowed this hoſpital, and thoſe 
who afterwards contributed, as they were ſuch who ge- 
nerally inhabited here, ſo they intended what they gave to 
be for the uſe of the city's poor. The revenues, which 
have fince been raiſed by parliament, are wholly paid by 
the city, without the leaſt charge dpon any other part of 
the kingdom; and therefore nothing could more defeat the 
original deſign, than to miſapply thoſe revenues on ſtrol- 


ling beggars or baſtards from the country, which bears no 


ſhare in the charges we are at. 
If ſome of the out-pariſhes be overburthened with poor, 


the reaſon mult be, that the greateſt part of thoſe poor are 


ſtrollers from the country, who neſtle themſelves where 
they can find the cheapeſt, lodgings, and from thence infeſt 
every part of the town, out of which they ought to be 
whipped as a moſt inſufferable nuiſance, being nothing elſe 
but a profligate clan of thieves, drunkards, heathens, and 
whoremongers, fitter to be rooted out of the face of the 
earth, than ſuffered to levy a vaſt annual tax upon the 
city, which ſhares too deep in the public nuſeries brought 
on us by the oppreſſions we lie under from our neighbours, 
our brethren, our courtrymen, our Fellow-Proteſtaats, and 
fellow ſobjects. | 


Some 
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Some time ago I was appointed one of a committee to 
inquire into the ſtate of the workhouſe; where we found 
that a charity was beſtowed by a great perſon for a certain 
time, which in its conſequences operated very much to 
the detriment of the houſe; for, when the time was elap- 
ſed, all thoſe who were ſupported by that charity conti- 
nued on the ſame foot with the reſt on the foundation; 
and, being generally a pack of profligate, vagabond wretch- 
es from ſevera] parts of the kingdom, corrupted all the 
reſt; ſo partial, or treacherous, or intereſted, or igno- 
rant, or miſtaken, are generally all recommenders, not only 
to employments, but even to charity itſelf. 

I know it is complained, that the difficulty of driving 
foreign beggars out of the city is charged upon the be/- 
towers, (as they are called), who find their accounts beſt 
in ſuffering thoſe vagarants to follow their trade through 
every part of the town, But this abuſe might eaſily be 
remedied, and very much to the advantage of the whole 
City, if better ſalaries were given to thoſe who execute 
that office in the ſeveral pariſhes, and would make it 
their intereſt to clear the town of thoſe caterpillers, ra- 
ther than hazard the loſs of an employment that would 
give them an honeſt livelihood, But, if that ſhould fail, 
yet a general reſolution of never giving charity to a ſtreet- 
beggar out of his own pariſh, or without a viſible badge, 
would infallibly force all vagrants to depart, 

There is generally a vagabond ſpirit in beggars, which 
ought to be diſcouraged, and ſeverely puniſhed, It is 
owing to the ſame cauſes that drove them into poverty ; 
I mean, idleneſs, drunkenneſs, and raſh marriages with- 
out the leaſt proſpe& of ſupporting a family by honeſt en- 
deavours, which never came into their thoughts, It is 
obſerved, that hardly one beggar in twenty looks upon 
himſelf to be relieved by receiving bread, or other food ; 
and they have in this town been frequently ſeen to pour 
out of their pitchers good broth, that hath been given 
them, into the kennel ; neither do they much regard 
cloaths, unleſs to ſell them; for their rags are part of 
their tools with which they work : they want only ale, 
brandy, and qther ſtrong liquors, which cannot be had 
Ff 2 without 
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without money: and money, as they conceive, always 
abounds m the metropolis. 5 

I had ſome other thouyhts to offer upon this fubje&, 
But as I am a defponder in my nature, and have tolerably 
well diſcovered ihe diſpoſition of our people, who never 
will move a ſtep towards eaſing themſelves from any one 
fmole grievance; it will be thought, that I have already 
{aid too much, and to little or no purpoſe, which hat 
often been the fate 6r fortune of the wrizer, 


April 22. 
1737. 


J. Swirr. 
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Anvics to the freemen of the city of Du- 
blin, in the choice of a MEM ER to repre- 
ſent them in PARLIAMENT K. 


HOSE few writers, who, ſince the death of Alder- 

man Burton, have employed their pens in giving 

advice to our citizens, how they ſhould proceed in elec: - 

ing a new repreſentative for the next ſeſſions, having laid 

aſide their pens; I have reaſon to hope, that all true lo- 

vers of their country in general, and particularly thoſe who 

have any regard for the privileges and liberties of this 

great and ancient city, will think a ſecond, and a third 

time, before they come to a final determination upon what 
perſon they reſolve to fix their choice, 

I am told, there are only two perſons who ſet up for 
candidates; one is the preſent Lord Mayor , and the o- 
ther f, a gentleman of good eſteem, and alderman of the 
city, a merchant of reputation, and poſſeſſed of a confider- 
able office || under the crown, The queſtion is, Which 
of theſe two perſons it will be moſt for the advantage of 
the city to ele& ? I have but little acquaintance with ei- 
ther, ſo that my inquiries will be very impartial, and 
drawn only from the general character and ſituation of 
both. 

In order to this, I muſt offer my countrymen and fel- 
low-citizens ſome reaſons why I think they ought to be 
more than ordinarily careful at this Juncture, upon whom 
they beſtow their votes. 

To perform this with more clearneſs, it may be pro- 
per to give you a ſhort ſtate of our anfortunate country. 


This piece was publiihed in the year 1733; ; and as it may 

be uſeful upon a like occaſion, we have here given it a place, 

+ Humphry French. 

1 John Macaral. 

1 Regiſter to the barracks. 5 
13 We 
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We conſiſt of two parties, I do not mean Popiſh and 
Proteſtant, high and low church, Epiſcopal and Sectarians, 
Whig. and Fory ; but of thoſe of Engliſh who happen to 
be born in this kingdom, (whoſe anceſtors reduced the 
whole nation under the ovedience of the Engliſh crown), 
and the gentlemen ſent from t'other ſide to poſſeſs moſt of 
the chief employments here. This latter party is very much 
enlarged: and ſtrengthened by the whole power in the church, 
the law, the army, the revenue, and the civil adminiſtra- 
tion depoſited in their hands : although for political ends, 
and to fave appearances, ſome employments are ſtill depo- 
fited (yet gradually in a ſmaller number) to perſons born 
here. This proceeding, fortiſied with good words and ma- 
ny promiſes, is ſufficient to flatter and feed the hopes of 
hundreds, who will never be one farthing the better, as 
they might eaſily be convinced, if they were qualified to 
think at all, | - 

Civil employments of all kinds have been for ſeveral 
years paſt with great prudence made precarious, and du- 


ring pleaſure ; by which means the poſſeſſors are, and muſt 


inevitably be, for ever dependent : yet thoſe very few of 
any conſequence, which being dealt with ſo ſparing a hand 
to perſons born among us, are enough to keep hope alive 
in great numbers, who defire to mend their condition by 
the favour of thoſe in power, | 

Now, my dear fellow-citizens, how 1s-it poſſible you can 
conceive that any perſon who holds an office of ſome hun- 
dred pounds a-year, which may be taken from him when- 
ever power ſhall think fit, will, if he ſhould be choſen a 
member for any city, dothe leaſt thing, when he fits in the 
houſe, that he knows.or fears may be diſpleaſing to thoſe 


who gave him, or continue him in that office? Believe me, 


theſe are no times to expect ſuch an exalted degree of vir- 
tue from mortal men. Blazing ſtars are much more fre- 
quently ſeen than ſuch heroical worthies, - And I could 
ſooner hope to find ten thouſand pounds by digging in my 


garden, than ſuch a phænix by ſearching among he pre- 


ſent race of mankind; 


I cannot-forbear thinking it a very erroneous as well as 
modern maxim of politics in the Engliſh nation, to take 


every opportunity of depreſſing Ireland, whereof an hun- 


dred 
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dred inſtances may be produced in points of the higheſt 
importance, had within the memory of every middle - aged 
man: although many of the greateſt perſons among that 
party which now prevails, have formerly, upon that ar- 
ticle, much differed in their opinion from their preſent - 
ſucceſſors. 

But fo the fact ſtands at preſent. It is plain, that the 
. court and country party here (I mean in the houſe of 
Commons) very ſeldom agree in any thing but their loy- 
| alty to his preſent Majeſty, their reſolutions to make him 
and his viceroy eaſy in the government, to the utmoſt of 
their power, under the preſent condition of the kingdom, 
But the perſons ſent from England, who (to a trifle) are 
poſſeſſed of the ſole executive power in all its branches, 
with their few «dherents in pofleſhon who were born 
here, and hundreds of expectants, hopers, and promi 
ſees, put on quite contrary notions with regard to Ireland. 
They count upon a univerſal ſubmiſſion to whatever ſhalt: 
be demanded ; wherein they act ſafely, becauſe none of. 
themſelves, except the candidates, feel the leaſt of our 
preſſures. 

I remember a perſon of diſtinction ſome days ago 15 
firmed in a good deal of mixed company, and of both.” 
parties, that the gentry from England, who now enjoy 
our higheſt employments of all kinds, can never be poſ- 
ſibly loſers of one farthing by the greateſt calamities that: 
can befal this kingdom, except a plague that would ſweep 
away a million of our hewers of wood, and drawers of 
water; or an invaſion that would fright our grandees out 
of the kingdom. For this: perſon argued, that while 
there was a penny left in the treaſury, the civil and mi- 
litary liſt muſt be paid; and that the Epiſcopal revenues, 
which are uſvally farmed out at fix times below the real 
value, could hardly fail. He inſiſted farther, that, as 
money diminiſhed, the prices- of all neceffaries for life- 
mult of conſequence do fo too, which would be for the 
advantage of all perſons in employment, as well as of my 
Lords the Biſhops, and to the ruin of every body elſe. 
Among the company there wanted not men in office, be- 
fides one or two expectants: yet I did not obſerve any of 
them. — to return an anſwer: but the * 

awn 
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drawn were theſe : That the great men in power ſent hi- 
ther from the other ſide were by no means upon the fame 
foot with his. Majeſty's other ſubjects of Ireland. They 
had no common ligament to bind them with us; they ſuf- 
fered not with our ſufferings, and if it were poſſible for 
us to have any cauſe of rejoicing, they could not rejoice 
with us. : 1 5 | 

Suppoſe a perſon, born in this kingdom, ſhall happen 
by his ſervices for the Engliſh intereſt to have an employ- 
ment conferred on him worth four hundred pounds a-year ; 
and that he hath likewiſe an eſtate in land worth four hun- 
dred pounds a-year more : ſuppoſe him to fit in parlia- 
ment : then, ſuppoſe a land-tax to be brought in of five 
ſhillings a-pound for ten years; I tell you how this gen- 
tleman will compute. He hath four l. andred pounds a- 
year in land: the tax he mult pay yearly is one hundred 
pounds; by which, in ten years, he will pay only a thou- 
| ſand pounds. But if he gives his vote againſt this tax, 
he will loſe four thouſand pounds by being turned out of 
his employment, together with the power and influence 
he hath, by virtue or colour of his employment; and thus 
the balance will be againſt him three thouſand pounds. 

I .defire, my fellow-citizens, you will pleaſe to call to 
mind how many perſons you can vouch for among your 
acquaintance, who have ſo much virtue and felf-denia], 
as to loſe four hundred pounds a-year for life, together 
with the ſmiles and favour of power, and the hopes of 
higher advancement, merely out of a generous love of 
his country. 

The contentions of parties in England are very differ- 
ent from thoſe among us. The battle there is fought for 
power and riches; and fo it is indeed among us: but, 
whether a great employment be given to Tom or to Peter, 
they were both born in England, the profits are to be 
ſpent there. All employments (except a very few) are 
beſtowed on the natives: they do not ſend to Germany, 
Holland, Sweden, or Denmark, much leſs to Ireland, for 
chancellors, biſhops, judges, or other officers. Their ſa- 
laries, whether well or ill got, are employed at home : 


and whatever their morals or politics be, the nation is not 
the poorer, 


The 
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The houſe of Commons in England have frequently en- 
deavoured to limit the number of members, who ſhould. 
be allowed to have employmentis under the crown. Se- 
veral acts have been made to that purpoſe, which many 
wiſe men think are not yet effectual enough, and many of 
them are rendered ineffectual by leaving the power of re- 
election. Our houfe of Commons conſiſts, I think, of a- 
bout three hundred members; if one hundred of theſe 


ſhould happen ts be made up of perſons already provided . 


for, jomed with expecters, comphers, eaſy to be per- 
fuaded, ſuch. as will give a vote for a friend who is in 
hopes to get ſomething ; if they be merry companions, 
withour ſuſpicion, of a natural baſhfulnefs, not apt or 
able to look forwards; if good words, ſmiles, and careſ- 
fes, have any power over them, the larger part of a ſe- 
cond hundred may be very eaſily brought in at a moſt rea- 
fonable rate, 

There is an Engliſhman * of no long ſtanding among 
us, but in an employment of great truſt, power, and pro- 
fir, This excellent perſon did lately publiſh, at his own 
expenſe, a pamphlet, printed in England by authority, to 
Juſtify the bill for a general exciſe, or inland duty, in or- 
der to introduce that bleſſed icheme among us. What 
a tender care muſt ſuch an Engliſh patriot for Ireland have 
of our intereſt, if he ſhould condeſcend to fit in our par- 
lament? I will bridle my indignation, However, me- 
thinks I long to ſee that mortal, who would with plea- 
fure blow us up all at a blaſt : but he duly receives his 
thouſand pounds a-year ; makes his progreſs like a king; 
is received in pomp at every town Þ and village where he 
travels, and ſhines in the Engliſh news-papers. 

I will now apply what I have ſaid to you, my brethren 
and fellow-citizens, Count upon it, as a truth next to 
your creed, that no one perſon in office, of which he is 
not maſter for life, whether born here or in England, will 
ever hazard that office for the good of this country. 


* Edward Thompſon, Eſq; member of partament for York, 
and a commiffioner of the revenue of Ireland. 


+ Mr Thompion was preſented with his freedom of ſeveral 
corporations in Ireland. 
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One of your candidates is of this kind, and I believe him 
to be an honeſt gentleman, as the word Hhongſt is generally 
underſtood. But he loves his employment better than he 
doth you, or his country, or all the countries upon earth. 
Will you contribute or give him city- ſecurity to pay him 
the value of his employment, if it ſhould be taken from 
him during his life, for voting on all occaſions with the ho- 
neſt country-party in the houſe ? although I much queſtion, 
whether he would do it even upon that condition, 
Wherefore, fince there are but two candidates, I intreat 
you will fix on the preſent Lord Mayor. He hath 
ſhewn more virtue, more activity, more ſkill, in one 
year's government. of the city, than an bundred years can 
equal, He hath endeavoured with great ſucceſs to baniſh 
frauds,. corruptions, and all other abuſes from among(t 
_ "RR VVV | | | 
/ A dozen ſuch men in power would be able to reform a 
kingdom. He hath no employment under the crown ; nor 
is likely to get or ſolicit for any; his education having not 
turned him that way. I will aſſure for no man's future 
conduct; but he who hath hitherto practiſed the rules of 
virtue with ſo much difficulty, in ſo great and buſy a ſta- 
tion, deſerves your thanks, and the beſt return you can 
make him ; and you, my brethren, have no other to give 
him, than that of repreſenting you in parliament. Tell 
me not of your engagements and: promiſes to another. 
| Your promiſes were fins of inconſideration at beſt; and 
| you are bound to repent and annul them. That gentle- 
man, although with good reputation, is already engaged 
on the other fide. He hath four hundred pounds a-year 
under the crown, which he is too wiſe to part with, by 
facrificing ſo good an eftabliſhment to the empty names of 
virtue, and love of his country, I can aſſure you, the 
DRAPIER is in the intereſts of the preſent Lord Mayor, 
- Whatever you may be told to the contrary. I have lately 
heard him declare ſo in public company, and offer ſome of 
theſe very reaſons in defence of his opinion; although he 
| hath a regard and eſteem for the other gentleman, but 


— 


would not anſwer the good of the city and the kingdom for 


a compliment. 


The 
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The Lord Mayor's ſeverity to ſome unfair dealers 
ſhould not turn the honeſt men among them againſt him. 


Whatever he did, was for the advantage of thoſs very 


traders whoſe diftoneſt members he puniſhed. He hath 
hitherto been above temptation to act wrong; and there 
fore, as mankind goes, he is the molt likely 10 act right as 
a repreſentative of your city, as he conſtently did in the 
government of it, . 
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Some ConsDeRaTiONSs humbly offered to the 

Vight Honourable the Lord Mayor, the court 
of Aldermen and Commun Council of the 

Hon. city of Dublin, in the choice of a Re- 
CORDER *. 


HE office of recorder to this city being vacant by 
the death of a very worthy gentleman, it is ſaid, 
| that five or ſix perſons are ſol: citing to ſucceed him in the 


employment, I am a ſtranger t all their perſons, and to 


moſt of their characters; which lacter, I hope, will at this 
time be canvaſſed with more decency'» than it ſometimes 
happeneth upon the like occaſions. Therefore, as I am 
wholly impartial, I can with more freed um deliver my 
thoughts, how the ſeveral perſons and parties concerned 
ought to proceed in electing a recorder for this gteat and 
ancient city, | | 

And firſt, as it is a very natural, ſo I can by no means 
think it an unreaſonable opinion, that the ſons, or near re- 
lations of aldermen, and other deſerving citizens, ſhould 


be duly regarded, as proper competitors for an employment 


in the city's diſpoſal : provided they be equally qualified 
with other candidates; and provided that ſuch employ- 
ments require no more than common abilities and common 
honeſty. But, in the choice of a recorder, the caſe is en- 
tirely different, He ought to be a perſon of good abilities 
in his calling; of an unſpotted character; an able practi- 


tioner; one who hath occaſionally merited of this city be- 


fore: he ought to be of ſome maturity in years; a mem- 


ber of parliament, and likely to continue ſo ; regular in 


his life; firm in his layalty to the Hanover ſucceſſion; in- 
dulgent to tender conſciences; but, at the ſame time, a 
firm adherer to the eſtabliſhed church. If he be ſuch a 
one who hath already fat in parliament, it ought to be 


* Upon the death of Mr Stoyte, recorder of the city of Dublin, 
in the year 1733, ſeveral gentlemen declared themſelves candidates 
to ſucceed him : upon which the Dean wrote this paper ; and 
Eaton Stannard, Eſq; (a gentleman of great worth and honour, 
and very knowing in his profeſſion), was elected. | 

| inquired 
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inquired of what weight he was there; whether he voted 
on all occaſions for the good of his country; and particu- 
larly for advancing the trade and freedom of this city : 
whether he be engaged in any faction, either national or 
religious : and laſtly, whether he be a man of courape ; 
not to be drawn from his duty by 'the frowns or menaces 
of power, nor capable to be corrupted by allurements er 
bribes. Theſe, and many other particwars, are of in- 
finitely more conſequence than that fingle circumſtance 
of being deſcended by a direct or collateral line from any 
alderman, or diſtinguiſhed citizen, dead or alive, 

There is not a dealer or ſhopkeeper in this city of any 
ſubſtance, whoſe thriving, leſs or more, may not depend 
upon the good or ill conduct of a recorder. He is to watch 
every motion in parliament, that may the leaſt affect the 
freedom, trade, or welfare of it. 

In this approaching election, the Commons, as they are 
a numerous body, ſo they ſeem to be moſt concerned in 
point of intereſt ; and their intereſt ought to be molt re- 
garded, becauſe it altogether dependeth upon the true in- 
tereſt of the city. They have no private views; and pi- 
ving their votes, as I am informed, by balloting, they 
lie under no awe, or fear of diſobliging competitors. It 
is therefore hoped, that they will duly conſider, which of 
the candidates is moſt likely to advance the trade of them- 
ſelves and their brother- citizens; to defend their liberties, 
both in and out of parliament, againſt all attempts of in- 
croachment or oppreſſion. And ſo God direct them in the 
choꝛce of a recorder, who may for many years ſupply chat 
important office with ſkill, diligence, courage, and ſideli- 

ty. And let all the people ſay, Amen. 


„„ Ge 


The LAST SPEECH and Dvinc Worps of 
EBENEZER ELLISTON, Who was executed 
the 24 day of May 1722 *. 


Publiſhed g his defire, for the common good. 


About the time that the following ſpeech was written, the 
town was much peſtered with ftirect-robbers ; who, in a barbarous 
mamer, would ſeize on gentlemen, and take them into remote 
corners, and after they had robbed them, would leave them 
bound and gagged. It is remarkable, that this fpeech had ſo 


good an effect, that there have been very few robberies of that 
kind committed fince.} 


AM now going to ſuffer the juſt puniſhment for my 
crimes, preſcnbed by the law of God and my country. 

1 know it is the conſtant cuſtom, that thoſe who come to 
this place ſhould have ſpeeches made for them, and cried 
about in their own hearing, as they are carried to execu- 
tion; and truly they are ſuch ſpeeches, that, altheugh our 
fraternity be an ignorant illiterate people, they would make 
a man aſhamed to have ſuch nonſenſe and falſe Engliſh 
charged upon him, even when he is going to the gallows. 
They contain a pretended actount of our birth and family, 
of the fact for which we are to die, of our fincere repent- 
ance, and a declaration of our religion, I cannot expect 
to avoid the fame treatment with my predeceſſors. How- 
ever, having had an education one or two degrees better 
than thoſe of my rank and profeſſion, I have been conſi- 


* This piece had a moſt excellent effect. The thieves, vaga- 
bonds, and all the lower claſs of people, thought it the real 
work of Ebenezer Elliſton, who had received the grounds of a 
good education; and the ſtyle of this paper is ſo natural for a 
perſon in ſuch circumſtances, that it would almoſt deceive the 
niceſt judgment. O0rrer7. 
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dering, ever ſince my commitment, whes it might be pro- 
per for me to deliver upon this occaſion. 

And firlt, I cannot ſay from the bottom of my heart, 
that I am truly ſorry for the offence 1 have given to God 
and the world; but I am very much fo, for the bad ſuc- 
ceſs of my villanies in bringing me to this untimely end. 
For it is plainly evident, that after having ſome time ago 
obtained a pardon from the crown, I again took up my old 
trade; my evil habits were ſo rooted in me, and I was 
growr fo unfit for any other kind of employment. And 
therefore, although, in compliance with my friends, I re- 
ſolve to go to the gallows after the uſual manner, kneeling, 
with a book im my hand, and my eyes lift up; yet 1 ſhall 
feel no more devotion in my heart than 1 have obſerved in 
my comrades, who have been drunk among common 
whores the very night before their execution. I can ſay 
farther from my own knowledge, that two of my fraterni- 
ty after they had been hanged, and wonderfully came to 
life, and made their efcapes, as it ſometimes happens, pro- 
ved afterwards the wickedeſt rogues l ever knew, and ſo 
continued until they were hanged again for good and all: 
and yet they had the impudence at both times they went to 
the gallows to ſmite their breaſts, and lift up their eyes to 
heaven all the way. 

Secondly, From tle knowledge F have of my OWN wic- 
ked diſpolitions, and that of my comrades, I give it as my 
opinion, that nothing can be more unfortunate to the pu- 
blic, than the mercy ef the government in ever pardoning 
or tranſporting us; unleſs when we betray one another, as 
we never fail to do, if we are ſure to be well paid, and 
then a parden may do good ; by the ſame rule, That it is 
better to have but one fox in a farm than three or four. 
But we generally make a ſhift to return after being- 
tranſported, and are ten times greater rogues than before. 
and much more cunning. Beſides, I know it by experience, 
that ſome hope we have of finding mercy, when we are 
tried, or after we are condemned, is always a great en- 

couragement to us. 

Thirdly, Nothing is more dangerous to idle young fel- 
lows than the company of thoſe odious common whores 
we frequent, and of which this town is full: theſe wretch- 
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es puts vs upon all miſchief to feed "their Juſts and extra- 
vagancies: they are ten times more bloody and cruel than 
men, their advice is always not to ſpare if we are purſued ; 
they get drunk with us, and are common to us all; and 
yet, if they can get any thing by it, are ſure to de our be- 
trayers. . 

Now, as J am a dying man, tomethübg have a. which 
may be of good uſe to the public. I have left with an 
honeit man, — indeed the only honeſt man I was ever 
acquainted with), the names of all my wicked brethren, 

the preſent places of their abode, with a ſhort account of 
the chief crimes they have committed; in many of which 
1 have been their accomplice, and heard the reſt from their 
own mouths; I have likewiſe ſet down the names of thoſe . 
we call our ſetters, of the wicked houſes we frequent, and 
of thoſe who receive and buy our ſtolen goods. T have 
ſolemuly charged this honeſt man, and have received his 
promiſe upon oath, that whenever he hears of any rogue 
to be tried for robbing, or houſe· breaking, he will look 
dato his liſt, and if he finds the name there of the thief 

concerned, to ſend the whole paper to the government. 

Of this 1 here give my companions fair and public warning, 

and hope they will take it. 
In the paper above mentioned, which I left with my 
friend, I hare alſo ſet down the names of ſeveral gentle- 
men who have been robbed in Dublin {ſtreets for three 
years paſt: I have told the circumſtances of thoſe rob- 
beries; and ſhewn plainly that nothing but the want of 
common courage was the cauſe of their misfortune. I have 
therefore defired my friend, that whenever any gentleman 
happens to be robbed in the ſtreets, he will get that rela- 
tion printed and publiſhed with the fiiſt letters of thoſe 
gentlemens names, who by their own want of bravery are 
likely to be the cauſe of all the miſchief of that kind which 
may happen for the future. 

I cannot leave the world without a ſhort deſcription of 
that kind of life, which I have led for ſome years paſt ; 
and is exactly the ſame with the reſt of our wicked W 
thren. 

Although we are generally ſo corrupted from our child- 
hood, as to have no — of goodneſs; yet ſomething 

heavy 
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heavy always hangs about us, I know not what it is, that 
we are never eaſy till we are half- drunk among our whores 
and companions ; nor ſleep ſound, unleſs we drink longer 


than we can ſtand, If we go abroad in the day, a wiſe 
man would eaſily find us to be rogues by our faces, we 


have ſuch a ſuſpicious, fearful, and conſtrained counte- 


nance; often turning back, and ſlinking through narrow 
lanes and alleys. I have never failed of knowing a bro- 
ther-thief by his looks, though I never ſaw him beforc. 
Every man among us keeps his particular whore, who 1s 
however common to us all, when we have a mind to 
change. When we have got a booty, if it be in money, 
we divide it equally among our companions, and ſoon 
ſquander it away on cur vices in thoſe houſes that receive 
us; for the maſter and miſtreſs, and the very tapſter, go 
ſnacks; and beſides make us pay triple reckonings. It 
our plunder be plate, watches, rings, ſnuſf-boxes, ard 
the like; we have cuſtomers in all quarters of the town to 
take them off, I have ſeen a tankard worth fifteen pounds 
ſold to a fellow in ſtreet for twenty ſhillings; and 
a gold watch for thirty. I have ſet down his name, ard 
that of ſeveral others in the paper already mentioned. 
We have ſetters watching in corners, and by dead walls, 
to give us notice when a gentleman goes by; eſpecially if 
he. be any thing in drink, I believe in my conſcience, 
that if an account were made of a thouſand pounds in ſtolen 
goods; conſidering the low rates we fell them at, the bribes 
we muſt give for concealment, the extortions of alehouſe- 
reckonings, and other neceſſary charges, there would not 
remain fifty pounds clear to be divided among the robbers, 
And out of this we muſt find cloaths for our whores, be- 
ſides treating them from morning to night; who in requital 
reward us with nothing but treachery and the pox, For 
when our money 18 gone, they are every moment threatening 
to inform againſt us, if we will not go out and look for 
more. If any thing in this world be like hell, as I have 
heard it deſcribed by our clergy, the trueſt picture of it mult 
be in the backroom of one of our alehouſes at midnight; 
where a crew of robbers and their whores are met toge- 
ther after a booty, and are beginning to grow drunk; 
from which time, until they are paſt their ſenſes, is fuch 
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a continued horrible noiſe of curſing, blaſphemy, lewd- 
neſs, ſcurrility, and brutiſh behaviour, ſuch roaring and 


confuſion, ſuch a clutter of mugs and pots at each other's 


heads; that bedlam, in compariſon, is a ſober and or- 

derly place, At laſt they all tumble from their ſtools: 
and benches, and ſleep away the reſt of the night; and 
generally the landlord or his wife, or ſome other whore 
who has a ſtronger head than the relt, picks their pockets 
before they wake. The misfortune is, that we can never 
be eaſy till we are drunk ; and our drunkenneſs conſtantly 
Expoſes us to be more eaſily betrayed and taken. 
This is a ſhort picture of the life I have led; which 
is more miſerable than that of the pooreſt labourer who 


works for four pence a-day; and yet cuſtom is ſo ſtrong, 
that I am confident, if I could make my eſcape at the foot 


of the gallows, I ſhould be follewing the ſame courſe this 


very evening. So that, upon the whole, we ought to be 


looked upon as the common enemies of mankind ; whoſe 
iatereſt it is to root us out like wolves and ether miſchievous 
vermin, againſt which no fair play is required. 


If L have done ſervice to men in what I have ſaid, I 


ſhall hope I have done ſervice to God; and that will be 
better than a filly ſpeech made for me, full of whining 
and canting, which I utterly deſpiſe, and have never been 
uſed to; yet ſuch a one I expect to have my ears tor- 
mented with, as I am paſſing along the ſtreets. 

Good people, fare ye well; bad as I am, I leave many 
worſe behind me. I hope you ſhall ſee me die like a man 
the death of a dog, EEE 


E. E. 
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F may de ſaid, without offence to other cities: of 
much greater conſequence to the world, that our town 
of Dublin doth not want its due proportion of ///y and 
vice both native and imported; and as to thefe imported, 
we have the advantage to receive them laſt, and conſe- 


* The Intelligencer was a weekly paper undertaken by the Dean 
and Dr Sheridan in 1728, of which no more than twenty numbers 
were ever publiſhed. The iſt, 3d, 5th, 7th, gth, ſome verſes in 
the 8th, and at the end of the 1oth, the 15th, and the 19th, were 
written by the Dean. The 5th and 7th are put together and 
printed as they were publiſhed by Mr Pope in the 4th volume of 
their miſcelanies, under the title of An Effay on the fatss of clergy- 
men, vol. 7. p. 189. The poetry in the 8th, is the dialogue be- 
tween mad Mullinix and Timothy, which is printed, as it was alſo 
claſſed by Mr Pope, in vol. 6. p. 193. The 9th he intitled 
eſuy on modern education, and by that name it will be found in 
vol. 7. p. 197. The verſes at the end of the ioth, called Tim and 
the Fables, are printed in vol. 7. p. 66. The. 15th is a pamphlet. 
which Dr Sheridan, having written a ſhort introduction to, took in- 
to the Intelligencer, merely to fave the labour of writing a paper. 
It is: printed in volume 3. and intitled, A ort view of the flate of © 
Ireland. No 19. is alſo a tract which has been before publiſned 
by itſelf, and was taken into the Inielligencer for the ſame reaſon 
as the former. The Dean and the Doctor ſoon became weary of 
a periodical work, in which they were diſappointed'of affiſtance : 
the price was but one halfpenny; and ſo few were ſold, that the 
printer could not afford to engage a young man of proper qualifi- 
cations to work up ſuch hints as ſhould be ſent him; of which 
there were enough, and which the undertakers hoped thus to 
communicate, with leſs labour to the public. The Fztelligencers 
were collected into a volume, and reprinted in England in 1739. 
See letter 62. vel. 8. p. 143. 144. 
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quently, after our happy manner, to improve and refine 
upon them, 

But, becauſe there are many effects of folly and vice 
among us, whereof ſome are general, others confined to 
ſmaller numbers, and others again perhaps to a few indi- 
viduals ; there is a ſociety lately eſtabliſhed, who at great 
expenſe have erected an office of intelligence, from which 
they are to receive weekly information of all inportant 
events and Jingularities, which this famous metropolis can 
furniſh, Strict injunctions are given to have the trueſt 
information; in order to which, certain qualified perſons 
are employed to attend upon duty in their ſeveral poſts; 
ſome at the play-houſe, others in churches, ſome at balls, 
- aſſemblies, coffeehouſes, and meetings for guadrille ; ſome 
at the ſeveral courts of juſtice, both ſpiritual and tempo» 
ral; ſome at the collage, ſome upon my lord mayor and 
aldermen in their public affairs; laſtly, ſome to converſe 
with favourite chamber maids, and to frequent thoſe ale- 
houſes, and  brandy-ſhops where the footmen of great fa- 
milies meet in a morning; only the * barracks and parlia- 
ment-houſe are excepted z becauſe we have yet found no 
enfans perdus | bold enough to venture their perſons at 

either. Out of. theſe and ſome other ftorehouſes, we 
hope to gather materials enough to inform, or divert, or 
correct, or vex the town, 

But as fads, paſſages, and adventures of all kinds are 
j like to have the greateſt ſhare in our paper, whereof we 
cannot always anſwer for the truth; due care ſhall be 
taken to have them applied to feigned names, whereby. 
all juſt offence will be removed; for if none be guilty, 
none will have cauſe, to bluſh or be angry; if otherwiſe, 
then the guilty perſon is ſafe for the future upon his pre- 
ſent amendment, and fafe for the preſent from all but his 
own conſcience. 

There is another reſolution taken among us, which I 
fear will give a greater and more general diſcontent, and is 
of ſo ſingular a nature, that I have hardly confidence e- 


* Barracks, buildings for the lodgment of ſoldiers. 


+ Enfans perdus, forlorn hope. See preface to the Biſhop of 
Sarum's introduction, vol. 7. p. 215. | 


nou gh 


N. 1. THE INTELLIGENCER. 361 
nough to mention it, although it be abſolutely neceſſary by 
way of apology for /o bold and unpopular an attempt. 
But ſo it is, that we have taken a deſperate counſel to 
produce into the world every diſtinguiſhed action either of 
Juſtice, prudence, generoſity, charity, friendſhip, or pu- 
blig ſpirit, which comes well atteſted to us. And although 
we E mal neither here be ſo daring as to aſſign names, yet 
we ſhall hardly forbear to give ſome hints, that perhaps, 
to the great deſpleaſure of ſuch deſerving perſons, may en- 
danger a diſcovery. For we think that even virtue itſelf 
ſhould ſabmit to ſuch a mortification, as by its viſibility 
and example will render it more uſeful to the world. But 
however, the readers of theſe papers need not be in pain 
of being overcharged with ſo dull and ungrateful a ſubject. 
And yet who knows, but ſuch an occaſion may be offered 
to us once in a year or two, after we have ſettled a cor- 
reſpondence round the kingdom. = 

But after all our boaſts of materials ſent us by our ſe- 
veral emiſſaries, we may probably ſoon fall ſhort, if the 
town will not be pleaſed to lend us further aſſiſtance to- 
wards entertaining itfelf, The world beſt knows its own 
faults and virtues, and whatever is ſent ſhall be faithfully 
returned back, only a little embelliſhed according to the 
cuſtom of auTHoRs. We do therefore demand and 
expect continual advertiſements in great numbers to be 

ſent to the PRINTER of this paper, who hath employed 
a judicious ſecretary to collect ſuch as may be moſt uſeful 
for the public. 

And although we do not intend to expoſe o our own per- 
ſons by mentioning names, yet we are fo far from requi- 
ring the ſame caution in our correſpondents, that, on the 
contrary, we expreſsly charge and command them, in all 
the facts they ſend us, to ſet down the names, titles, and 
_ places of abode at length; together with a very particu- 
lar deſcription of the perſons, drefſes, diſpoſitions of the 
ſeveral lords, ladies, ſquirer, madams, lawyers, game- 
tere, toupees, ſots, witx, rakes, and informers, whom 
they ſhall have occaſion to mention ; otherwiſe it will not 
be poſſible for us to adjuſt our ſtyle to the different qua- 
lities and capacities of the perſons concerned, and treat 
them with the reſpect or familiarity, that may be due to 
their 
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their flatians and charadters, which we are determined to 
obſerve with the utmoſt ſtrictneſs, that none may have 
cauſe to complain, 


NUMBER 1. 


Ipfe per emnes 
Ibit perſonas, et turban reddet iu uuam. 


HE players having now almoſt done with the co- 
| medy called the Beggar's Opera for the ſeaſon; it 
may be no unpleafant 2 ation, to reflect a little upon 
this dramatic piece, fo fingular in the ſubject and manner, 
ſo much an original, and which hath frequently given ſo 
very agreeable an entertainment *. 


Alhough an evil taſte be very apt to prevail, both here 


and in London ; yet there is a poipt, which whoever can 
rightly touch will never fail of pleaſing a very great ma- 
jority; ſo great, that the diſſikers, out of dulneſs or affec- 
tation, will be ſilent, and forced to fall in with the herd: 
the point I mean, is what we call umaur; which in its 
perfection is allowed to be much preferable to aui; if 
it be not rather the moſt uſeful and agreeable ſpecies of it. 

L agree with Sir William Temple, that the word is pe- 
culiar to our Engliſh tongue; but F differ from him in the 
opinion, that the thing itſelf is peculiar to the Engliſh 


nation, becauſe the contrary may be found in many Spa- 


niſh, Italian, and French productions: and particularly, 
| whoever hath a 14e for true bumour will find an hun- 


dred inſtances of it in thoſe volumes printed in France under 


the name of Le Theatre Italien; to ſay nothing of Rabe- 
lais, Cervantes, and many others. 


Now, I take the comedy or farce (or whatever name 
the critics will allow it) called the Beggar's Opera to ex- 
cel in this article of humour; and upon that merit to 


have met with ſuch prodigiqus ſucceſs, both bere and in 


England. | | 
As to poetry, eloquence, and muſic, which are ſaid to. 


* Sec letters to and from Dr Swift, vol. 8. 
have 


Eh n J 
bo ST OT 


N. 3. THE INTELLIGENCER. 363 


have molt power over the minds of men; it is certain that 
very few have a faſte or judgment of the excellencies of 
the two former ; and if a man ſucceed in either, it is np- 
on the authority of thoſe few judges, that lend their ?a/e 
to the bulk of readers, who have none of their own. I 
am told there are as few good judges in mu/ic ; and that 
among thoſe who croud the erat, nine in ten go thither 
merely out of curigſity, faſhion, or affettation. _ 

But a taſte for humour is in ſome manner fixed to the 
very nature of man, and generally obvious to the vulgar, 
except upon ſubjects too refined, and ſuperior to their un- 
derſtanding. | Sz 

And as this za/te of humour is purely natural, fo is 
humour itſelf; neither is it a talent confined to men of 
wit or l:arning; for we obſerve it ſometimes among 


common fervants, and the meaneſt of the people, while 


the very owners are often ignorant of the gift they poſ- 
ſets. © | 

I know very well, that this happy talent is contemp- 
tibly treated by critics under the name of lo humour, 
or leab comedy: but I know likewiſe that the Spaniards 
and Itahans, who are allowed to have the moſt wit of 


any nations in Europe, do moſt excel in it, and do moſt 


eſteem it. | 

By what diſpoſition of the mind, what influence of the 
ſtars, or what ſituation of the climate, this endowment 1s 
beſtowed upon mankind, may be a queſtion fit for philſo- 
phers to diſcuſs. It is certainly the beſt ingredient to- 
wards that kind of ſatire, which is moſt uſeful, and gives 
the leaſt offence ; which, inſtead of laſhing, laughs men 
out of their follies and vices ;z and is the character that 
gives Horace the preference to Juvenal. 

And although ſome things are too ſerious, ſolemn, or 
ſacred to be turned into ridicule, yet the abuſes of them 
are certainly not; ſince it is allowed that corruptions in 
religion, politics, and /aw, may be proper topics for this 
kind of ſatire. | 

There are two ends that men propoſe in writing ſa- 
tire : one of them leſs noble than the other, as regarding 
nothing further than the private ſatisfaction and pleaſure 
of the writer; but without any view towards perſonal 

malice : 
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malice: the other is a public ſpirit, prompting men of 
genius and virtue to mend the world as far as they are able. 
And as both theſe ends are innocent, ſo the latter is high- 
ly commendable, With regard to the former I demand, 

whether I have not as good a title to laugh as men have to 


be ridiculous; and to expoſe vice, as another hath to be 


vitious. If I ridicule the follies and corruptions of a court, 
a miniſtry, or a ſenate, are they not amply paid by pen- 
ions, titles, and power, while I expect and deſire no o- 
ther reward, than that of laughing with a few friends in a 
corner ? yet if thoſe who take offence, think me in the 
wrong, I am ready to change the ſcene with them when- 
ever they pleaſe. 

But if my deſign be to make mankind berter, then 1 
think it is my duty; at leaſt, I am ſure it is the intereſt 
of thoſe very courts and miniſters, whoſe follies or vices 
I ridicule, to reward me for my good intentions : for if 
it be reckoned a high point of wiſdom to get the laughers 
on our ſide, it is much more eaſy, as well as wiſe, to get 
thoſe on our ſide, who can make millions laugh when they 


_ pleaſe. 


My reaſon for mentioning courts and miniſters, ( whom 


I never think on but with the moſt profound veneration }, 


is, becauſe an opinion obtains, that in the Beggar's Opera 
there appears to be ſome reflection upon courtiers and 
flateſmen, whereof I am by no means a judge.. 

It 1s true indeed, that Mr Gay, the author of this piece, 
hath been ſomewhat ſingular in the courſe of his fortnnes ; 
for it hath happened, that after fourteen years attending | 
the court, with a large ſtock of real merit, a modeſt and 
agreeable converſation, a hundred promiſes, and five hun- 
dred friends, he hath failed of preferment ; and upon a 
very weighty reaſon, He lay under the ſuſpicion of having 
written a libel or lampoon againſt a great miniſter “ . Ir 
is true, that great miniſter was demonſtratively convinced, 


_ and publicly owned his conviction, that Mr Gay was not 


the author ; but having lain under the ſuſpicion, it ſeemed 
very juſt that he ſhould ſuffer the puniſhment ; becauſe 
in this molt reformed age, the virtues of a prime miniſter 


* Sir Robert Walpole, afterwards Earl of Orford, 


are 
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are no more to be ape than the chaſtity of Cæſar's 
wife. 
It muſt be allowed, that the Beggar's Opera is not the 
friſt of Mr GAx's works, wherein he hath been faulty with 
regard to courtiers end ftateſmen. For to omit his other 
pieces; even in his fables, publiſhed within two years paſt, 
and dedicated to the Duke of CUMBERLAND, for which 
he was promiſed a reward, he hath been thought ſome- 
what too bold upon the courtiers, And although it be 
highly probable he meant only the courtiers of former times, 
yet he acted unwarily, by not conſidering, that the maligni- 
ty of ſome people might miſinterpret what he ſaid to the 
diſadvantage of preſent perſons and affairs. 

But I have now done with Mr Gay as a politician; and 
ſhall confider him henceforward only as author of the 
Beggar's Opera, wherein he hath, by a turn of humour, en- 
tirely new, placed vices of all kinds i in the ſtrongeſt and 
molt odious light; and thereby done eminent ſervice both 
to religion and merslity. This appears from the unparal- 
lelled ſucceſs he hath met with. All ranks, parties, and 
denominations of men either crouding to ſee his opera, or 
reading it with delight in their cloſets ; even miniſters of 

Rate, whom he is thought to have moſt offended, (next to 
_ thoſe whom the actors repreſent), appearing frequently at 
the theatre, from a conſciouſneſs of their own innocence, 
and to convince the world how: unjuſt a parallel malice, 
envy, and diſaffedtion to the goverment have made. 

Jam aſſured that ſeveral worthy clergymen in this c/ty 
went privately to ſee the Beggar's Opera repreſented ; - and 
that the fleering coxcombs in the pit amuſed themſelves: 
with making diſcoveries, and ſpreading the names of thoſe 
gentlemen round the audience. 

I ſhall not pretend to vindicate a clergyman who would 
appear openly in his habit at a theatre with ſuch a vi- 
tious crew as might probably ſtand round him, at ſuch co- 
medies and profane 1ragedies as are often repreſentad. 
Beſides, I know very well, that perſons of their function 
are bound to avoid the appearance of evil, or of giving 
cauſe of offence, But when the Lords Chancellors, who 
are keepers of the King's conſcience; when the Judges of 
the land, whoſe title is reverend ; when ladies, who are 

Vor. III. 1 bound 
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bound by the rules of their ſex to the ſtricteſt decency, 
appear in the theatre without cenſure; I cannot under- 
ſtand, why a young clergyman, who comes concealed out 
of curioſity to ſee an innocent and moral play, ſhould be 
ſo highly condemned : nor do I much approve the rigour 
of a great prelate, who ſaid, he hoped none of his clergy avere 
there. I am glad to hear there are no weightier objections 
againſt that reverend body planted in this city, and I wiſh 
there never may. But I ſhould be very ſorry that any of 
them ſhould be ſo weak, as to imitate a court-chaplain 
in ENGLAND, who preached againſt the Beggar's Opera, 
which will probably do more good, than a thouſand ſer- 
mons of ſo ſtupid, ſo injudicious, and ſo proſtitute a di- 
_—_— | 
In this happy performance of Mr Gary's all the charac- 
ters are juſt, and none of them carried beyond nature, or 
hardly beyond practice. It diſcovers the whole ſyſtem of 
that commonwealth, or that inperium in imperio of ini- 
quity eſtabliſhed among us, by which neither our lives or - 
our properties are ſecure, either in the highways, or in 
public aſſemblies, or even in our own houſes. It ſhews the 
miſerable lives, and the conſtant fate of thoſe abandoned 
wretches : for how little they ſell their lives and ſouls ; 
betrayed by their whores, their comrades, and the recei- 
vers and purchaſers of thoſe thefts arid robberies, This 
comedy contains likewiſe a ſatire, which, without inqui- 
ring whether it affects the preſent age, may poſſibly be uſe- 
ful in times to come. I mean, where the author takes the 
occaſion of comparing thoſe common robbers of the public, 
and their ſeveral ſtratagems of betraying, undermining, 
and hanging each other, to the ſeveral arts of politicians 
in times of corruption. | 
This comedy likewiſe expoſeth, with great juſtice, that 
unnatural taſte for Italian muſic among us, which is whol- 
ly unſuitable to our northern c/;z-ate and the genius of the 
people, whereby we are over-run with the Italian na- 
cy, and Italian nonſenſe. An old gentleman ſaid to me, 


—— — — —— Oe nr yore 


* Dr Thomas Heron, chaplain to the ſociety at Lincoln's inn, 
| ':afterwards Biſhop of Bangor, after that Archbiſtop of York, 
SE: . and now Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 
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that many years ago, when the practice of an unnatural 
vice grew frequent in London, and many were proſecuted 
for it, he was ſure it would be the forerunner of Italian 
operas and ſingers; and then we ſhould want nothing but 
ſtabbing, or poiſoning, to make us perfect Italians. 

Upon the whole, 1 deliver my judgment, that nothing 
but ſervile attachment to a party, affectation of fingulari- 
ty, lamentable dulneſs, miſtaken zeal, or Rudied hy- 
-pocriſy, can have the. leaſt reaſonable objection againſt 


this excellent moral performance of the celebrated Mr. 


NUMBER XV“. 


Foe LAESTATIONS 1, 19. 


— 
— 


Ariſe, cry Pee in the night ; in the ITN of the 
” qvatches pour out thine heart like water before the face 
of the Lord; Ii iſt up thy hands towards hint, for the 


_ life of thy young len, that 7 rats for 3 in the 
1 Be A every fireet. 


of Foil Py to \ have read an account, that an ode Which 
Pindar writ in honour of the iſland Delos, was in- 
ſcribed in the temple of Minerva at Athens, in large letters 
of gold. A public and very laudable acknowledgment 
for the poet's ingenuity, and for no more than a bare com- 
pliment ! Such was the encouragement given by the great 
and public-ſpirited Athenians. Had the ſame poet, inſpi- 
red by a noble and heroic ardour, by another ode awaken- 
ed and rouſed their whole ſtate againſt an invading enemy, 
or opened their eyes againſt any ſecret and wicked contri- 
vers of their deſtruction, they would have erected him a 
ſtatue at leaſt. But, alas! that ſpirit is fled from the 
world, and long ſince neglected. Virtue is become her 
own paymaſter. My countrymen, I hope, will forgive me, 
if I complain there has been ſo little notice taken of a. 


See < aboJe, p. 359. in the notes. 
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ſmall, but moſt excelleat pamphlet, written by the Dx 4- 
PIER, It is intitled, As HORT VIEW OF THE STATE 
OF IRELAND [above, p. 168.]. There never was any 
treatiſe yet publiſhed, with a zeal more generous for the 
univerſal good of a nation, or a deſign more ſeaſonable, 
confidering our preſent lamentable condition: yet we liſten 
not to the voice of the charmer. Whereas it ſhould have 
been inſcribed in capital letters, (as glorious as thoſe of 
the. poet), in the moſt public part of every corporation- 
town through this whole kingdom, that people might be- 
hold the ſeveral unprovoked cauſes of their poverty, our 
offences towards heaven excepted. Nay, I will proceed 
farther, and ſay, that every head of every family ought 
to inſtruct his children fo far in this moſt incomparable 
pamphlet, that they ſhould not only underſtand, but be a- 
ble to repeat by heart every ſingle paragraph through the 
whole. This was the method laid down by the wiſeſt 
lawgiver that ever the world produced, to gain the hearts 
cf the people, by working upon their memories: Deut. vi. 
. 8. 9. And thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and ſhalt talk of them when thou ſitteſt in thine 
houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the way, and when thou 
lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt up. And thou ſhalt bind 
them for a fign upon thine hand, and they ſhall be as 
frontlets between thine eyes. And thou ſhalt write them 
upon the poſls of thy houſe, and en thy gates. BY 
And where would be the great trouble, fince we have 
little elſe to do, if every man would read a lecture of the 
ſhort view every day in his family, after reading prayers ? 
Nor do I think the expenſe would be extravagant, if he 
ſhould have every page of it reprinted, to be hung up in 
frames in every chamber of his houſe ; that it might be as 
evident as the hand-writing on the wall, 
And ſince I have ventured thus far to praiſe and recom- 
mend this moſt inimitable piece, let me ſpeak a few words 
in favour of its AUTHOR, — 
I would propoſe to my countrymen before all heir mo- 
ney goes off, (it is going as faſt as poſſible), to convert it 
into a few ſtatues to the DR AIER in thoſe memorable parts 
of this kingdom, where our heroes have ſhone with the great - 
eſt Juſtre in defence of our Liber, and the PROTESTANT 
RELIGION 
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RELIGION over all Europe; at DEr&y, at Exxis Ki- 
EN, at BOYNE, at AUGHRIM, Nor would it be amiſs. 
to ſet up a few more about our METROPOLIS, with that 
glorious infcription,, LiBERTAS ET NATALE SOLUM, _. 

If our money were metamorphoſed upon ſuch a good” 
occaſion as this, it would not be in the power of any Cyp- 
ſelus “, to get it into his own coffers ; and it would be 
the only method to prevent its being carried off, except our 
viceroys ſhould act like the Roman prefects, and run away- 
with our very ſtatues. 

Courteous reader, mark well what follows. .. 

I am aſſured, that it hath for Tome time been praQti= | 
« ſed Ge. - [Here the port view , the Hate of Ire: 
land,, . p. eee e bo 
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LN. B. In the following diſcourſe ig author perſonates a co 


try-gentleman in the north of Ireland. And this letter is ſu 
fed as directed to the Drapier. ] 


Aving, on the 12th.of: October iſt, received a uh 
ter, ſigned AnNDREw DEALER, and 'PATRICK 
PENNYLESS, I believe the following paper, juſt come o 
my hands, will be a ſufficient. anſwer to it. 


8 | : 


AM a country-gentleman, and a member of 1 
ment, with an eſtate of about 1 400 J. a- year; which, . 

as a northern landlord; I receive from above two hundred 
tenants : and. my lands having been let near. twenty 


* .Cypſelus, a governor of Corinth, who contrived a tax which 
brought all the money of that ſtate to himſelf in ten years time. 
Artiſt. Polit. 
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years ago, the rents, until very lately, were eſteemed to 
be not above half · value; yet, by the intolerable ſcarcity 


of /ilver, I he under the greateſt difficulties in receiving 


them, as well as in paying my labourers, or buying any 
thing neceſſary for my family from tradeſmen, who are 
not able to be long out of their money. But the ſufferings 
of me, and thoſe of my rank, are trifles in compariſon 
of what the meaner ſort undergo ; ſuch as the buyers and 
 fellers at fairs and markets ; the ſhopkeepers in every 

town the farmers in general; all thoſe who travel with 
fiſh, poultry, pedlary-ware, and other conveniences to 
fell : but more eſpecially handicraſtſmen, who work for 
us by the day; and common labourers, whom I have al- 
ready mentioned. Both theſe kind of people I am for- 
ced to employ until their wages amount to a double piſtole, 
or a moidore, (for we hardly have any gold of lower va- 
hue left us), to divide it among themſelves as they can: and 
this is generally done at an a/ehouſe or brandy/hop ; where, 
beſides the coſt of getting drunk, (which is uſually the 
caſe), they muſt pay ten pence or a ſhilling for chan- 


ging their piece into ſilver to ſome huckſtering fellow, who 


follows that trade. But, what is infinitely worſe, thoſe 
Poor men, for want of due payment, are forced to take up 
their oatmeal and other neceſſaries of life at almoſt double 
value; and conſequently are not able to difcharge half 
their ſcore, eſpecially under the ſcarceneſs of corn for two 
years paſt, and the melancholy diſappointment of the pre- 
ſent crop. 2 
The cauſes of this, and a thouſand other evils, are 
clear and manifeſt to you and all thinking men, although 
hidden from the vulgar. Theſe indeed complain of hard 
times, the dearth of corn, the want of money, the bad- 
neſs of ſeaſons; that their goods bear no price, and the 
poor cannot find work; but their weak reaſonings never 
carry them to the hatred and contempt borne us by our 
neighbours and brethren, without the leaſt grounds of pro · 
vocation, who rejoice at our ſufferings, although ſome- 
times to their own diſadvantage. They conſider not the 
dead weight upon every beneficial branch of our trade; 
that half our revenues are annually ſent to England; with 


many other grievances peculiar to this unhappy kingdom ; | 


which 


U 
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which keeps us from enjoying the common benefits of 
mankind ; as you and ſome other lovers of their country 
have ſo often obſerved with ſuch good inclinations, and 
fo little effect. | 

It is true indeed, that under our circumſtances in ge» 
neral this complaint for the want of /i[ver may appear as 


_ . ridiculous, as for a man to be impatient about a cut finger, 


when he is ſtruck with the plague : and yet a poor fellow 
going to the gallows may be allowed to feel the ſmart of 
waſps, while he is upon Tyburn road. This misfortune 
is ſo urging, and vexatious in every kind of ſmall traffic, 
and ſo hourly preſſing upon all perſons in the country what- 
ſoever, that a hundred inconveniencies of perhaps greater 
moment in themſelves have been tamely ſubmitted to with 
far leſs diſquietude and murmurs. And the caſe ſeems 
yet the harder, if it be true, what many ſkilful men aſſert, 
that nothing is more eaſy than a remedy ; and that the 
want of //ver, in proportion to the little geld remaining 
among us, is altogether as unneceſſary, as it is inconve- 
nient. A perſon of diſtinction aſſured me very lately, 
that, in diſcourſing with the Lord Lieutenant * before his 
laſt return to England, his Excellency ſaid, He had prefſ- 
ed the matter often, in proper time and place, and to pro- 
per perſons; and could not ſee- any difficulty of the leaſt 
moment, that could prevent us from being made eaſy upon 
this article. | | 

_ Whoever carries to England twenty-ſeven Engliſh ſhil- 
lings, and brings back one moidore of full weight, is a gain- 
er of nine pence Iriſh : in a guinea, the advantage is three- 
pence ; and two pence in a pz/icle, The BanxERs, who 
are generally maſters of all our gold and /lver with this 
advantage, have ſent over as much of the latter, as came 
into their hands. The value of one thouſand moidores in 
fitver would thus amount in clear profit to 37 J. 105. 
The /hopkeepers, and other traders, who go to Londen-to 
buy goods, followed the fame practice; by which we have 
been driven into this inſupportable diſtreſs, 

To a common thinker it ſhould ſeem, that nothing 

would be more eaſy, than for the government to redreſs 


* The Lord Carteret, Lo 
this 
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this evil, at any time they ſhall pleaſe. When the value- 
of guineas was lowered in England from 217. and 6 d. 
to only 215. the conſequences to this kingdom were ob- 
vious, and manifeſt to us all: and a ſober man may be al- 
lowed at leaſt to wonder, although he dare not complain, 
why a new regulation of coin among us was not then made; 
much more, Why it hath never been ſince. It would 
ſurely require no very profound ſkill in algebra to reduce 
the difference of nine pence in thirty ſhillings,. or three 
fence in a guinea to leſs than a /arthing ; and ſo ſmall a 
fraction could be no temptation either to bankers, to ha- 5 
Zard their filver at ſea, or tradefmen to load themſelves 
with it in their journeys to England. In my humble opi- 
nion, it would be no unſeaſonable condeſcenſi jon, if the 
government would graciouſly. pleaſe to ſignify to the po ; 
loyal Proteſtant ſubjects: - of Ireland,. either that this: miſer- | 
able want of //ver is not poſſible to be remedied in any 
degree by the niceſt ſkill in arithmetic; or elſe, that. it ' 
. doth not ſtand with the good pleaſure of England, to ſuf- 
fer any /ifver. at all among us. In the former. caſe, it 

would be madneſs to expect impoſſibilities; ;. and in the o- 

ther, we muſt ſubmit: for lives and fortunes are always at 

the mercy of the co uEROR. 

The queſtion hath been often put in n printed papers, by. 
the DRArIER and others, or perhaps by the fame WRITER. 
under different ſtyles, why this kingdom ſhould not be 

rmĩtted to have a int of its own for the coinage of 
gold, / fibver, and copper; which is a power exerciſed by 
many b:/hops, and every petty prince in Germany? But 
this queſtion hath never been anſwered; nor the leaſt appli- 

cation, that I have heard of, made to the crown from hence 
for the grant of a public. mint; although it ſtands upon 
record, that ſeveral cities and corporations here had the 
liberty of coining ſilver. I:can ſee no reaſons: why we. 
alone, of all-nations,. are thus reſtrained,. but ſach-as I dare- 
not mention: only thus far I may venture, that Ireland is 
, the firſt imperial kingdom ſince Nimrod, which eyer:want-- 
ed power to coin their own money. 

I know very well, that in England it is lawful for any 
ſubject to petition either the prince or the parliament, 
provided it be done in a dutiful and regular manner = 

PT. 
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what is lawful for a ſubje& of Ireland, I profeſs I cannot 
determine : nor will undertake, that the printer ſhall not 
be proſecuted in a court of juſtice for publiſhing my avi/h- 
es, that a poor ſhopkeeper might be able to change a gui- 
nea or a moidore, when a cuſtomer comes for a crown's 
worth of goods. I have known lets crimes puniſhed with 
the utmolt ſeverity, under the title of di/afedtion. And 
I cannot but approve the wiſdom of the ancients, who, 
after Aſtrea had fled from the earth, at leaſt took care to 
provide three upright judges for hell, Mens ears among 
us are indeed grown ſo nice, that whoever happens to 
think out of faſhion, in what relates to the welfare of this 
kingdom, dare not ſo much as complain of the foothach, 


Teſt our weak and buſy dabblers in politics ſhould be ready 


to ſwear againſt him for diſaſection. 

There was a method practiſed by Sir Ambroſe Crawley, 
the great dealer in iron. abort, which I wonder the gen- 
tlemen of our country under this great exigence have not 


thought fit to imitate, In the ſeveral towns and villages 


where he dealt, and many miles round, he gave notes in- 
ſtead of money (from two pence to twenty ſhillings }, 
which paſſed current in all ſhops and markets, as well as 
in houſes, where meat or drink was ſold. I ſee no reaſon 
why the like practice may not be introduced among us wiin 


ſome degree of ſucceſs; or at leaſt may not ſerve as a poor 
expedient in this our Sele d ape of paper; which, as it 


diſchargeth all our greateſt payments, may be equally uſe- 
ful in the ſmaller, and may juſt keep us alive until an Eng- 


liſh a@ of parliament ſhall forbid it. 


I have been told, that among ſome of our pooreſt Ame- 
rican colonies upon the continent, the people enjoy the 
liberty of cutting the little money among them into halves 
and quarters for the conveniencies of ſmall traffic. How ¾ 
happy ſhould we be in compariſon of our preſent condition, 


if the like privilege were granted to us cf employing the 


ſheers, for want of a int, upon our foreign gold, by elip- 
ping it into hal/-crowns and ſhillings, and even lower deno- 
minations ; for beggars mult be content to live upon ſcraps ; 


and it would be our felicity, that theſe ſcraps could never 


be exported to other countries, while any thing better was 
left. | | ; 
| If 


8 - 
_ * * 


If neither of theſe projects will avail, I ſee nothing left 


us but to truck and barter our goods like the wild Indians 


with each other, or with our too powerful neighbours ; 
only with this diſadvantage on our fide, that the Indians 
enjoy the product of their own land; whereas the better 
half of ours is ſent away, without ſo much as a recom- 
penſe in bugles or glaſs in return. 

It muſt needs be a very comfortable circumſtance in the 
preſent juncture, that ſome thouſand families are gone, 
are going, or preparing to go from hence and ſettle them- 
ſelves in America: the poorer ſort for want of work; the 
farmers, whoſe beneficial bargains are now become a rack- 


rent too hard to be borne, and thoſe who have any ready 


aoney, or can purchaſe any by the ſale of their goods or 


leaſes, becauſe they find their fortunes hourly decaying, 
that their goods will bear no price, and that few or none 
have any wzoney to buy the very neceſſaries of life, are ha- 


ſtening to follow their departed neighbours, . It is true, 


corn among us carries a very high price; but it is for the 
ſame reaſon, that rats, and cats, and dead horſes have been 
often bought for gold in a town beſieged. . 

There is a perſon of quality in my neighbourhood, who 
twenty years ago, when he was. juſt come to age, being 
wncxp2rienced and of 2 generous temper, let his lands, even 
as times went then, at a low rate to able tenants ; and con- 
ſequently by the riſe of land ſince that time looked upon 
his eſtate to be ſet at half - value: but numbers of theſe te- 


nants or their deſcendents are now offering to ſell. their 
leaſes by cant *, even thoſe which were for lives, ſome of 


them renewable for ever, and ſome fee-farms, which the 
landlord. himſelf hath bought in at half the price they 
would have yielded ſeven years ago. And ſome leaſes let 
at the ſame time for lives have been given up to him with- 
out any conſideration at all. x . 
This is the moſt favourable face of all things at preſent 
among us; I ſay, among us of the north, who are eſteem- 
ed the only thriving people of the kingdom. And how far, 
and how ſoon this miſery and deſolation may ſpread, is eaſy 
—A 0 Tan, 

The vaſt ſums of money daily carried off by our nume - 


Cant or auction. 
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rous adventurers. to America, have deprived us of « our gold 
in theſe parts, almoſt as much as of our luer. And the 
good wives who come to our houſes offer us their pieces 


of linen, upon which their whole dependence lies, for ſo 
little profit, that it can neither half- — their ts nor 


half-ſupport their families, 


It is remarkable, that this enthuſi afin ſpread among our 
northern people, of ſheltering themſelves in the continent 
of America, hath no other foundation than their preſent 
inſupportable condition at home. I have made all poſſible 
inquiries to learn what encouragement our people have met 
with, by any intelligence from thoſe plantations, ſufficient 
to make them undertake ſo tedious and hazardous a voyage, 
in all ſeaſons of the year, and ſo ill accommodated in their 
ſhips, that many of them have died miſerably in their paſ- 
ſage, but could never get one ſatisfactory anſwer, Some- 
body, they know not who, had written a letter to his 
friend or couſin from thence, inviting him by all means to 


come over; that it was a fine fruitful country, and to be 


held for ever at a penny an acre. But the truth of the fact 
is this: The Engliſh eſtabliſhed in thoſe colonies are in great 
want of men to inhabit that tract of ground, which lies 
between them and the ww:/d Indians, who are not reduced 


under their dominion. We read of ſome barbarous people, 


whom the Romans placed in their army for no other ſervice . 
than to blunt their enemies {words, and afterwards to fill 

up trenches with their dead bodies. And thus our people, 
who tranſport themfelves, are ſettled in thoſe interjacent 
tracts, as a ſcreen againſt the inſults of the /avages ; and 
may have as much lands as they can clear from the woods 
at a very reaſonable rate, if they can afford to pay about a 
hundred years purchaſe by their labour. Now, beſides the 
Fox's reaſon'®, which inclines all thoſe who have already 
ventured thither to repreſent every thing in a falſe light, as 
well for juſtifying their own. conduct, as for getting com- 
panions in their miſery, the governing people in thoſe plan- 
tations have alſo wiſely provided, that no letters ſhall be 


ſuffered to paſs from thenee hither without being firſt 


viewed by the council; by which our people here are 


* The fox who, having loſt his tail, would have perſuaded 


the reſt to cut off theirs. 
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Nah, deceived in the opinions they have 123 the happy 
condition of their friends gone before them. This was 
accidentally diſcovered ſome montlis ago by an honeſt man, 


who having tranſported himſelf and family thither, and 
finding all things directly contrary to his hope, had the luck 


to convey a private note by a faithful hand to his relation 


here, intreating him not to think of ſuch a voyage, and to 


diſcourage all his friends from attempting it. Vet this, 


although it be a truth well known, hath produced very 


little effect; which is no manner of wonder: for as it is 
natural to a man in a fever to turn often, although with- 
out any hope of eaſe ; or when he is purſued, to Jeap down 

a precipice to avoid an enemy juſt at his back; ſo men in 
the extremeſt degree of miſery and want will naturally fly 
to the fitſt appearance of es let it be ever ſo vain or 


viſionary. 


You may obſerve, bat I have very ſaperbeially touch- 
ed the ſubject I began with, and with the utmoſt caution; 


for I know how criminal the leaſt complaint hath baba 


thought, however ſeaſonable, or juſt or honeſtly intended, 
which hath forced me to offer up my daily prayers, that 
it may never, at leaſt in my time, be interpreted by in- 


nuendoes as a falſe, ſcandalous, ſeditious, and diſaffected 
action for a man to roar under an acute fit of the gout ; 


which, beſides the loſs and the danger, would bewery in- 


convenient to one of my age, ſo ſererely afflicted wich that 
Gitemper. 


I with you good ſucceſs, but I can promiſe. you little, in 


an ungrateful office you have taken up without the Jeaft 
view either to reputation or profit.” Perhaps your comfort 


is, that none but villains and betrayers of their country 


can be your enemiet. Upon which I have little to ſay, ha- 


ving not the honour to be acquainted with many of that 
fort; and therefore, as you may eaſily believe, am compel- 


led to lead a very retired life, 


1 


J am, SIR, 4 
Your mat e, 
Humble ſervant, 
A. NORTH. 
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Taken from Mr DEAN Swirr' s Ess AY. 


1 Theſe tracts may, for any thing 1 know to the contrary, be 
thought local and temporary; and perhaps ſor that reaſon may 


. pens to be the fate of almoſt all other points of hiſtory, except- 
ing thoſe only which are ſtiffly ſupported by the clamour and vi- 
ES rulence of contending parties, according to their ſeveral views 
and intereſts in the commonwealth. But as the writings of Dr 
Swift, and particularly the Drapier*s tetters, are founded on the 
ſecure, baſis of the laws of his country, and ſupported through- 
out the whole with the warmeſt zeal for liberty, they will for 
ever command the veneration of thoſe who are not unworthy to 
enjoy the bleſſings of our conſtitution. For although it be a truth 
ſcarce ever regarded, the ſubject matter which happens to give 
riſe ta any political treatiſe whatſoever is but of little conſequence; 
that ſpirit which is conveyed in the writings of a patriot, who 1s 
equally faithful to his King and country, being that alone which 


deepeſt of our attention, let what age or nation ſoever boaſt of 
the honour of his genius. But if the inhabitants of theſe nations, 
and particularly the people of Ireland, will continue to be like 


charm he never ſo wiſely; the time may come, when, for want of 
a patriot inſpired like Dr Swift to apptiſe them of their danger, 
they may be doomed to chains and ſlavery, by the contrivance of 
ſome wicked impoſtor that may lie in wait for their deſtruction. 
Confider therefore, ye ſons of Ireland, what hardfhips had like 
to have been inflited upon your wiſe, your courageous patriot; 
- confider what perſecutions were ſet on foot againſt him by ſlaves 
and wretches, for no other crime but that of defending your liber- 
ties, or rather indeed for maintaining the very exiſtence of your 
country, againit one vile inſignificant mechanic. Think not becauſe 
that evil day is paſt, that in the womb of time there cannot be any 
tur ther projects to undermine your liberties. Have ye not ſeen pre- 
41 tended patriots of late years, which have proftituted their impious 
2 pens to ſerve the vileſt purpoſes? But thanks be to Godl their writings 
hae periſhed, and their names are univerſally pronounced with 
a abhorrence, contempt, and execration. Read therefore and im- 
bibe the political principles of Dr Swift; ingrave them on the 
tablet of your hearts; teach them unto your childrens children; 
and above all things remenbes to fixan indelible mark of infamy 
upon thoſe men who by their words, their actions, and other 
wicked infinueting- artifices, endeavour to fap the vitals of your 
liberty. For be aſſured, that in the day of trial they will ap- 
„ (Wit. I. - 11 prove. 
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chance to be neglected by ſucceeding generations; which hap- =. | 


improveth our faculties, and therefore hath a claim to all the. 


the deafadier, which refuſeth to hear the voice of the charmer, 
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prove themſelves to their maſters to be corrupted ſlaves and trai- 
tors to their country. 

As to the piece intitled, 4 ſhort. view of the ſlate of Ireland, 
written in 1727, [above, p. 168.], T cannot but declare 026-2 MY 

heartily ſorry, that I am forced to diſagree with Lord Orrery 
with regard to his critic on it [above, p. 175.] For ſurely among 
all the pleaſures and delights which have any reſpect unto this 
habitable world, there can be none more generous, more intel- 
lectual, and more divine, than to rejoice in the proſperity of 
our country. But alas! the miſeries of Ireland being the ef- 
fects of a thouſand cauſes, are, I am afraid, incurable. At leaſt 
all remedies but one (which is aboliſhing the uſe of gold and 
filver out of the whole community; a ſcheme too philoſophical, 
and perhaps too chimerical for ſo corrupted an age to reduce into 
practice) appear to be ſo exceedingly deſperate, that 1 verily be- 
heve it would require a legiſlator equal to the conductor of the 
Iſraelites out of the land of Egypt, to make them a rich and 
fouriſſing people, notwithſtanding the fertility of their ſoil, and 
the temperature of their climate. 

I wonder that any man could poſſibly reſide for the greater part 
of eighteen years in Ireland, without remarking to his infinite re- 
gret, that no people in the Chriſtian world are fo deſtitute of rai- 
ment, food, and all the conveniencies of life, as the inhabitants of 
that wretched kingdom, notwithſtanding that by God and nature it 
is perhaps the moſt favoured of any country upon earth. Optima 
natio, peſſima gens, was, I remember, Dr Swift's periphraſis for 

Ireland, whenever his patriot indignation was raiſed wr: the 
abſurdity of their conduct and politics. 

In the ſhort view the Doctor enumerates fourteen cauſes of” 
any country's flouriſhing and growing rich, and then examines 
what effects ariſe from theſe cauſes in Ireland. I am well con- 
vinced, that ſome ſew alterations have taken place ſince 1727. 
But whether in fact theſe alterations have at all contributed to 
the intereſt of the weal public; or whether it appears they have 
had the leaſt effect towards baniſhing complaining from our ſtreets, - 
is at preſent one of the points to be conſidered; and the other 
is, how far the remarks of Dr Swift are equally true at this 
day as they were in 1727. 

I cannot but inſiſt upon it, that Ireland, with regard to twelve 
articles out of the fourteen is juſt in the ſame condition, and 
: labours under the fame diſadvantages, this preſent year 1754, as 

it did in the year 1727. 

With reſpect to the ſeventh article above, p 169. 171. ] which 
concerns the improvement of land, and the encouragement of 
agriculture, Ireland is by far in a worſe ſituation at preſent than 
it was in 1727, notwithſtanding many appearances to the con-- 
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trary. For although it be certain that great improvements, 
and particularly the fineſt roads perhaps in the world, have 


been made ſince that epech, flocks and herds have been only 
thereby multiplied. And although it be aſſerted by Lord Or- 
rery [above, p. 175.] that agriculture is cultivated [i. e. that | 
the culture of land is cultivated] in Ireland; the greater part 
of the huſbandmen, the labourers, and the poor, have, merely 
for the ſake of thoſe curſed cattle which are the bane of Ire- 


land, been driven out of their wretched habitations, and ba- 
-niſhed the country, .helpleſs, naked, and forlorn; to rot, ſtarve, 
and periſh in deſolate places, to the great diminution .of the 
inhabitants. 


And as to the fourteenth article [above, p. 167. 172.], the 


people of Ireland, by their folly, their madneſs, their luxury, 


and diſregard to all public intereſt, are by many degrees in a 
-more wretched condition than they were in 1727; the moſt 
common neceſſaries, even their corn, their ale, and their pota- 
toes being, to the ſhame and confuſion of their politics, imported 
from abroad, as well as their tea, their claret, and their ſpices. 
As to the pamphlet intitled, 4 modeſt propoſal, &c. [above, 
p. 323], it is a humorous treatiſe, equally the product of deſpair 


and benevolence; and ſeemeth to have been written in the bit- 


terneſs of the Dean's ſoul, and principally addreſſed to the con- 
ſideration of , thoſe mercileſs tyrants which ſtarve and oppreſs 
their fellow-creatures, even to the ſhame and deſtruction of 
their country. His propoſal is, to fatten up the children of beg- 
gars, cottagers, and farmers, as they do lambs and pigs for the 


markets, and ſell their carcaſes to the rich; a food which he 


declares to be very proper for landlords; who, as they have al- 
ready devoured moſt of the parents, ſeem to n the beſt title 
to their children. 

As to Or Swift's political tracts relating to Babes wherein 
the rights of the clergy and the cauſe of Chriſtianity are ex- 
preſsly and immediately concerned, I ſhall only obſerve in gene- 
ral, that Swift, being a thorough maſter of politics, and, far be- 
vond all the wiſeſt of his contemporaries, deeply verſed in the 
hiſtory of parties, could diſcover at a ſurprifing diſtance the na- 
tural conſequences of thoſe efforts which had been frequently 
made during the time he flouriſhed, to ſubvert our happy con- 
ſtitution both of church and ſtate; inſomuch that he appears, 
from a great variety of his tracts, to have been one of the moft 
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ſagacious watchmen that ever was known in the church of 


Chriſt. Swift. 
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